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8th May 1975

Statement issued by Com.B.T.Ranedive, President,
CITU in the press conference held at Calcutt

on 8th May 1975

Third Conference of the CITU will be held st.
Bombay from 21st to 25th Muy 1975. About 3,000 delogates
ore likely to psrticipate in the Confermecca,

The working class of Indio is directly confrontcd
by the problem of growing recession,- which hos olready thre.:-
thousonds out of employment and fsces mony more thousonds
with loss of jobs. The country ond the working musses were
not confrontad with such o situation since the great
deprossion of 1930. Already misery and starvation, loss
of jobs have been imposed on iskhs of workers through
lay-off, temporary or permanent closures ond retreanchment.

The guestion hous been squorely put before the
working closs «nd the people.— who should bear the burdens
of this crisis ~ the monopolists, landlords, the copitolist:
ond thoGovernment or the people. Official policics of:
inflotion ond onti-inflotion, for promotion of cxports,toxotion 911 hove onc thing in common - to moketheworkers,the peasant snd the common mon bear theof thoir mismensgement of the economy. The CLTU will
demond thot the burdens should be borneby the oxploiting
and richor scctions. | an

It means that the trade union movem@jmt can no |

longer content itself with the md results of official
policics —~ wage-cuts, lsy~offs, but demand s basic change
in the policics themselves. This requires the widest
possible unity of the trade union movement snd the OLTU
session will give o Coll for such unity on the basis of a
common programme, Thiswill carry forward the important
achievements of the unity already scored through the for
notion of the Notional Compaign Committee sgsinst Wage ~

“Freeze which is to hold its ell-India convention on 2ist
Iulys Jwrr—

The terroristic repression against the CITU in
West Bengal and Kerals will form the subject matter of a
document which will bedistributed to all internationalcentres end orgonisstions. A spccinl manorandum will also
be prepared on the gongsterism in Haryonsa where no trade
union rights are permittcd. The ILO and other organisations
will be informed through these docummts-how all [IO con~
ventions, oll trade union rights are suppressed.in India.
Documentsand resolutions will bo smt to. the WETU which
is totslly silent on this growing repression of the workers.

The CLITU at its last session raised the questionof discriminstion agoninst women workers. It informed the
TIO of the systematic violetion of the convention signed bythe Government of. India. Sinc> thm nothing kas changed. On
the controry officisl communication to the CITU hos exploin.2
away the discriminotion in wages asfollowing the sceeptcd
pattern in India.
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“the CLTU will demend the withdrawsl of..wage freeze
and protest against the cuts imposed on workers! wages. Ths
Central and State eomploycos have been the special victims
of the wage freeze act gince they have beon Aqmicd what i:
duc to. thom under the Act gelso.

ALL these are part of the plan to thrust the bur-
dcns of the. crisis on the common moan end will have to be

Fought
as such.
The CLTU wind le calling all trade unions to

resist this wage offensive will csll their attmtbion tothe growing authoritarian trend in officisl labour, ad ;

policies. Apart from rcpression of thetrade union mov onent
snd proposals to bon strike, the Government now Claims the
right to decide dictstorially how much the workers will be
poid and makes short work of collcctive bargoining. Lt olso.
insists on one officiul union -s forerunner of one ‘Partyfor the country.

‘These euthoriterion trends followed the general|attecks on democratic rights of the people. The prolongatio-.
of the Emergency, the use of DIR ond MISA ogainst the trad.:
union ond democrotic movements ond the rigging of election.
sll hove crested the danger of o drive towcords one-party.
dictotorship. The CITU will urge all trsde union orgonisatic...
to come together to protect civil libertics ond democratic |

right .ond co-operate with other orgunisctions for the purp.
Tac CITU is awore of the intense sufferings of

our people due to food shortage end high prices. It condcmn..
the Government for permitting high prices to the Llendlords:
for imposing procuroment levy on the peasants instosd of touls.
away oll the surplus of the londlords. The CITU scssion
will warn the working class that unless it chompions the
cause of. the rural masses, the Government will drive a we
bobwoon

the two as it is ready trying to do, The
ssion will. ‘demand guarentce of jobs for the rural Mosses”
lone with the unemployed in the citics. In the alternotiv.

it will demend unemployment wage for all those without work.
The isolotion of the trade union movement from the rursl
Masses must broken bcfore the trade unions can play a
revolutionary role.

The CITU will warn the cntire working class of the
deep-going Mgchinations of American imperialism in our

|

country .Many trade union orgsnisations fail to see the dango.
Meeting in the background of the historic victory of the
peoplos of Victnom and Cambodia, the CITU will review the
fovourable intemoational situs tion and redcdicate itself tc t..
Gouse of proletorion invornotionolism

~ the . cause
of pease, freedom ond sociolisna, —


