CEN TRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS
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Statement issued by Com.B.T.Ranadive, President,
CITU in the press conference held gt Cglcutt
on 8%h Mgy 1975 :
The Third Confcrence of the CITU will be hold st

Bombgy from 2lst to 25th Muy 1975. About 3,000 dclegotes
gre likely to  psrticipate in the Conferencc,

The working class of Indig is direcctly confrontcd
by the problem of growing reccssion,- which has glready throe
thougonds oubt of cmpleoymcnt and fsces mony more thousgnds
with loss of jobs. The country and the working musses were
not confrontcd with such g situgtion since the greol
dcoprossion of 19%0. Already misery and starvgtion, loss
of jobs have been imposed on lokhs of workers through _
lay-off, temporary or permanent closures ond rcebronchment.

. The question hus been squarely put before the |
working claoss ond thc people - who should beasr the burdenc
of this crisis ~ the monopolists, londlords, The capitolist:
ond ‘tho Government or the pecople. Official policics of
inflotion gnd onti-inflobtion, for prowmotion of cxports,
taxabtion -~ 51l have onc thing in common -~ to mgke the
workers, bthe pcogsant snd the common mgn bear the burden

of btheir mismcnagement of the economy. The CITU will
demgnd that the burdens should bec borneby the coxploiting
ond richer scctions. : ;

- It mesns thagt the trade union movement ¢an no
longer content itself with the end results of officisl
policics -~ wage-cubts, lay-offs, but demand g bssic change
in the policies themsclves. This regquires the widest
posaiblce unity of The trade union movement snd the CITU
gession will give g csll for gsuch unity on the basis of a
common progroume, Thiswill carry forwasrd the importont
achicvements of the unity slrecdy scored through the for-
motion of thce Notionogl Compeign Committee ggoinst Wage
Freeze which is to hold its gll-Indis convention on 2lst
Julys 29k TwWhs— :

The terroristic repression against the CITU in
West Bengol and Kerals will form the subject motter of o
document which will bedistributed to gll international
cantres snd orgonisctions. A specigl meomorondum will also
be prepored on the gongsterism in Haryonas whore no btrode
union rights are permitted. The IO and other organisations
will be informed through thegse documents how all IIO con~
ventions, 9ll +trade union rights arc suppressced in India.
Documen®ts and resolutions will be sant to the WETU which
is totslly silent on this growing rceprescion of the workeres.

The CITU gt its last session raised the question
of digerimingbtion agaoinst women workers. It informed bthe
II0 of the systcmatic vicleotion of the convention signed by
the Government of India. Sinc > then nothing has chonged. On

awgy ‘the discrimingtion in wages ss following the scecpted
pattern in India. 2
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the contraory officisl communication to the CITU has exploin
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The CITU will demand the withdrswsl of wage freezec
and protest sgainst the cubs imposed on workers'! wages. Thu
Central and Stotc cmployeceos heve been The specigl victims
of the wage frecezc gct since they have beon deniced what ic
duc to thom under the Act glso.

All thesc orce part of the plgn to thrust the bur-
dens of the crisis cn thp common man snd will have Tto be
fought as such.

Thc CITU while calling all trade unions to
re81st this wage offensive will csll their attention to
the growing suthoritaricn trend in officigl lgbour, i
policies. Apaort from rcpression of thotrgde union mov cmen't
and proposals to bon strike, the Government now claims the
right to decidec dictoborially how much the workers will be
poid and mgkes short work of collective bargalnlng. It olsc
insists on one officiul union -s forerunner of one party
for the country. ‘

These guthoritariaon trends followed the genersgl
attacks on democratic rights of the pecople. The prolongobion
of the Emcrgancy, the use of DIR gnd MISA wgqlnst the trad
union and democratic movements and the rigging of celection.
oll have crecated the danger of o drive towgrds ono-party -
dictoborship., The CITU will urge oll trode union orgonisatio. o
to comec together to protect civil libertics ocnd democratic
rights ond co-opecrate with other orgunisctions for the purp.

The CITU is awarce of the intense sufferings of

our people due to food shorbage end high prices. It condcmn.
the Government for pcecrmitting high prices to the landlords.
for imposing procurcment lovy on the peassnts instead of Tl
awoy oll the surplus of the landlords. The CITU scssion
will waorn the working class that unlesg it champions the
cagusc of the rurgl wmgsses, the Govermment will drive g wod
bctwocn the two as it is ‘lresdy trying to do, The i

ssion will decmaond gugrcnuco of jobs for the rural mosses
ulong with the uncmployed in the citics. In the alternativ.
it will demgnd unemployment wage for all those withoubt work.
The isolatlon of the tradc union movement from the rursl
masses must be broken bCfOlb the btrade unlons can play a
rcvolutlonary role.

The CITU will warn the entire working class of the
deep-going mgehinagtions of Americgn imperialism in our '
country.Many trade union orgsnisstions fail to see the dang ..
Mceting in the background of the historic victory of The :
peoplos of Viebnom and Cgmbodiu, the CITU will review the
favourable intarmationsl situstion ond rededicate itself tc U .
causc of prolctarion internstionalism -~ the .  cguse
of peaeec, frecedom and soclglism



