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The following letter was written to Shri Niren Chosh
by Shri Kamalaspati Tripathi, Minister for Railway in answer to
his cueries about Calcutta Hetropolitan Tube Project,

No. 75/MIP/CHL/C/12 MINISTER FOR RAILWAY
Hew Delhi
June 19,1975
My dear Shri KNiren Ghosh, L\

Your letter of May 12 197% has raised a number of points.
These are dealt with in e following paragraphs, :

Against the enhanced valued of forelgn imports for the
Project, the scope of Pussian assistance is not expected at the
moment to be more than about 33% . We have, howev-r, not given up
the expection of a greater ¢ontribution from Russian sources and
we are pursuing this line further. Meanwhile, we are also exploring
supplementary sources for obtzining balance re-urements. In this
congcxt an expert delegation from France had come for an exploratory
discussion, It is too exrly tc foresee what would be the ultimate
outcome of negotiations with the French experts; tut once the
alternate assistance has been defined in soope and found suliadle -
otherwvise by the Covernment, necessary steps would be aken to avall
of the assistance to expedite the Tube Rallway Project.

Though we had earlier expected that the work would be
completed by 1982, escalation in costs as also the ~resent resources
contraint has necessiatated a reglew of this target. Only :
B.8.% crorss could be zllotted to this Project in 1975-76. Our
Project Organisation has been ready with a flexible construction
programne to suit this outlay and also the 1likely outlays in the
future, "he programme has been drawn up on consideration of the
better construction facilities of the Maidan area as mentioned by

_youe.

The work already awared in one of the Maldan sections ca be
taken u- now as the contracting firm concerned has got the Government
apor val to its proposed foreign collaboration. Our Gen:-ral Manager
for the Project is making all efforts to expedite the progre=ss of
the other two contra -t seciions mentioned in your letter, | 5

Only when the resources for the Project-both internal and
foreigne-are reasonably assured and firm programme of constwuction
is deawvn up, it would be ~ossible to give a firm picture to the
public. In tne meanwhile, whenever important developments in this
regard are taking place, we are taking the public into confidence

hrough the Press. The Members of Parliament are also being furnished
with the recuired information directly o during interpeliations
in the Iouse.

With kind regards,
. Yours sincerely,
Shri Niren Ghosh (Sd4/- Kamalapati Tripathi)
4, Aahoks Foad

for 8ecretary
The News Editor
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