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May Day Manifesto of the CITU 1991

On the occasion of May Day 1991, the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions renews its pledge to hold high
the banner of proletarian internationalism and carry
forward the revolutionary traditions of May Day to
Struggle against capitalism and imperialism for soci-
alism, democracy and world peace.

The CITU extends greetings to the working class
of the Soviet Union and expersses deep concern at
the continuing economic and ethnic problems faced
by the Soviet Union. The CITU is confident that the
working class of the Soviet Union will rise to the
occasion and will successfully take the country out
of all difficulties strictly adhering to the principles
of Marxism-Leninism.

The CITU warmly greets China, Cuba, DPRK
and Vietnam for their steadfast adherence to the
path of socialism despite all difficulties.

The CITU greets the working class of the adva-
need capitalist countries for their relentless struggles
against unemployment, closures, inflation and the
so called austerity drives resorted to by the capita-
list governments.

It greets the working class of the Eastern Europe
for their struggles against retrenchment, unemploy-
ment, closures and reduction in social security
measures, which they have experienced after follow-
ing the capitalist path of development by the new
Governments The present set back to socialism is
only a temporary one, and capitalism is bound to
meet its ultimate doom The CITU greets the working
class and the people of Asia, Africa and Latin
America for their intensified struggle against neo-
colonial exploitation.

Gulf War

May Day 1991 has come in the wake of a savage
war unleashed by the USA and its allies against
Iraq. The CITU warmly greets the working class, and
the people of Iraq, talestine and other Arab coun-
tries for their defiant resistance to the aggression by

the US imperialists and their allies, sacrificing thou-
sands of lives. It greets the working class of India
and all over the world including the USA for laun-
ching massive anti-war movements.

Carry F orward Struggle against Imperialism

The Gulf war has amply demonstrated that imper-
ialism has not changed its character. The CITU
calls upon the working class of all countries to carry
forward the banner of proletarian internationalism
and smash US dream of a new world order and
imperialist global domination.

The CITU greets the working class and the pvo-
ple of South Africa for their continuing struggle
under the leadership of ANC to dismantle the apar-
theid structure and expresses confidence that they
will unitedly realise a formation of a free, democratic
and non-racial South Africa.

The CITU extends unqualified support to the
Struggle of the Palestinians for their homeland
under the leadership of PLO and to all national
liberation movements.

The CITU greets the working class of Nepal and
Bangladesh for their succes ful struggles for resto-
ration of democracy and wishes further success to
them The CiTU expresses concern over the cont-
inuing strife in Sri Lanka and is confident of the
success of the struggle of the Sri Lankan people for
preservation of unity and integrity of the country
and for safeguarding the rights of the ethnic Tamils.

The CITU notes with concern that the new
Government of Pakistan continues to play into the
hands of the US imperialists by supporting the sece-
ssionists of Punjab and Kashmir. The CITU ferven-
tly hopes that the working class and the people of
India and Vakistan will unitedly defeat all US con-
spiracies to create hostilities between the two neigh-
bouring countries to serve their imperialist interest
to dominate the sub-continent. It extends full supp-
ort to the struggle of People’s Democratic Republic
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of Afganistan in its struggle to safeguard its sover-
eignty.

Counter Deideologisation Theory : Defend Socialism

Today when imperialism continues its offensive
against socialism, when it has launched a renewed
offensive against the third world countries, when the
capitalist Governments all over the world have con-
centrated their attack on the militant trade union
movement, attempts are being made to deideologise
and depoliticalise the trade union movement with a
view to give a free reign to the bourgeoisie to con-
tinue their rule of exploitation.

On this May Day the CITU calls upon the work-
ing class to reject and counter this pernicious pro-
paganda with its own class ideology and unitedly carry
forward the struggle against capitalism and imperi-
alism in defence of socialism.

Greetings to Working Class Struggles in the Country
On this May Day, the CITU warmly greets the

working class in India, for carrying forward united
struggles for their economic demands, against unem-
ploy ment, price rise, closures and against growing
attacks on their trade union and democratic rights.

It appreciates the growing mobilisation of the
workers in the vast unorganised sector for their vital
demands for minimum wage, implementation of
labour laws, social security measures and bringing
them in the mainstream of the common trade union
movement.

The CITU welcomes the growing struggles of the
public sector workers for self-reliance, against pri-
vatisation and for full neutralisation of Dearness
‘Allowance.

The CITU greets the working women including
Anganwadi workers for their militant united stru-
geles against discrimination, for betterment of their
service and working conditions and to safeguard
their jobs.

The CITU expresses concern at the growing
authoritarianism in the country and warmly greets
the working class and people for their massive pro-
test actions. West Bengal, Tamilandu, Bihar, Kerala
Andhra Pradesh and Pondhicherry organised succe-
ssful bandhs and other states held protest demonstra-
tions against the dismissal of the Tamilnadu Govt.

The CITU sends its warm greetings to the pea-
sants and agricultural workers and extends firm
solidarity with their struggless for genuine land
reforms, remunerative price, minimum wage, gainful
employment, etc.

Fight the Communal and Divisive Forces

The CITU condemns the semi-fascist terror
launched by Cong-TUJS regime by resorting to tor-
ture, brutal killmmgs, rare and burning of union offi-
ces and extends warm greetings to the working class
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and the people of Tripura for their undeterred stru-
gele against it.

It greets the working class of Punjab, Assam and
Kashmir for their struggle against the secessionist
extremists It especially greets the Punjab comrades
for their grim struggle braving the extremist depre-
dations. It pays homage to all those comrades who
laid down their lives to safeguard the unity and
integrity of the country.

The CITU sends warm greetings to the working
class and the trade union movement for launching
Struggles against the communal forces in the wake
of the ghastly riots following the Kar Seva and the,.,
Ratha Yatra by BJP-RSS-VtiP combine which ent-
ered even the industrial cities. It especially greets
the working class of U.P. for organising massive
rallies all over the state against the highly inflama-
tory provocations by the RSS-BJP-VHP combine. It
warmly greets the working class in W. Bengal and
Kerala for maintaining communal harmony through-
out the period, despite the spreading of the commu-
nal virus in major parts of the country.

The BJP defied the secular fabric of the consti-
tution and openly and deliberately mixed up religion
with politics with the slogan of Hindu Rashtra to
divide the country on the basis of religion. Its
demand for construction of Ram temple by demo-
lishing the Babri Masjid and the decision to carry
forward the movement to “‘liberate’? other temples
at Mathura and Varanasi and the highly provoca-
tive campaign against the minority muslim commv-
nity are fraught with serious danger. The CITU
demands that the Temple-Masjid issue should be
resolved by negotiations or the court verdict must be
abided by The BJP’s demand for abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitution and the Minorities
Commission has threatened further alienation of the
Muslim and the other minorities.

On this May Day the CITU calls upon the trade
nuion movement and the working class to maintain
its class unity and come out as the biggest organised
force to intervene to stop the communal riots, pro-
tect the minorities and defeat the divisive role of
these communal organisations and safeguard the
unity and integrity of the country.

Fight for Social Justice to Backward Classes

The CITU extends support to the socially and
economically oppressed backward classes and dema-
nds implementation of the Mandal Commission
feport for reservation of jobs for them in the Cen-
tral services, by applying economic criterion. The
CITU holds the BJP and the Congress (I) parties
responsible for misleading the students and the youth
belonging to the upper castes causing death to many
by self immolation. The CITU, however, points out
that without ensuring right to work to all persons in
the society through a planned programme in the
long run, the reservation alone will not solve the
problem.
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Critical Economic Situation

May Day 1991 has come with the country in a
critical economic situation. The long rule of the
Congress on the capitalist path of development un-
der the dictates of the IMF and World Bank have
landed the country into an economic morass. Follo-
wing the dictates, the Rajiv Government progre-
ssively embarked upon the path of denigration of
the public sector, privatisation, invitation to multi-
nationals, and import liberalisation, thereby under-

|

mining a self-reliant economy.

The external debt has reached an alarming figure
of Rs. 1,25,000 crores with the debt service ratio at
40 per cent of export earnings. The internal debt
likewise is over Rs. 1,44,536 crores with interest pay-
ment at Rs. 12,!99 crores. The debt trap is thus
closing in both externally and internally.

Inflation has crossed the double digit figure to
reach a new height of 12.5 per cent resulting in steep
hike in the prices of all essential commodities. Total
unemployment in the country has reached an astro-
nomical figure of about '05 millions, with urban
unemployment at 35 millions and rural at 70
millions. Closures and sickness of industries in the
game manner have reached the alarming figures of
2.41 lakhs at the end of 1988, accentuating the un-
employment situation.

The defector Chandrasekhar Government follow-
ed these policies more vigorously. The IMF loan

* has pushed the country nearer to the debt trap. To
get the second instalment of the IMF loan, the
Government has accepted its conditionalities as re-
flected in its interim budget. Subsidies in food grains
have been cut spiralling the prices in the ration
shops. Privatisation has been given a further stride
by disinvestment in public sector units. There has
been more deregulation of industries, more liberali-
sation, more encouragement to foreign investment
and wage freeze of workers. The policy is an indi-
cation of the Government’s surrender to the threat
of US Super 301 and Special 301.

Retarn to Authoritarian Policies

Within its short tenure of four months, the mini-
scule Chandrasekhar Government functioning with
the support of the authoritarian Cong(!) and follow-
ing its dictates went ahead with the murder of demo-
cracy utilising Article 356 of the Constitution with-
out any compunction and dismissed the elected
Governments of Assam and Tamilnadu It followed
up with dismissing the Bihar Governor. The
Tamilnadu Governor also had to resign in the
process.

Surrender of Non-Aligned Foreign Policy
The CITU recalls how the Chandrasekhar Go-

vernment surrendered the long established non-
aligned foreign policy and the anti-imperialist tradi-
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tion of the country before the altar of the US im-
perialists by allowing their war planes to be refuelled
in India. It further refused to link the demand for
withdrawal of Israel from the occunied Arab terri-
tories and the homeland for Palentinians with Iraqui
withdrawal from Kuwait. The opportunism of the
Cong(I) was also exposed in the issue. While pro-
testing against the refuelling, it voted for the
Chandrasekhar Government when an a‘journment
motion was moved against it. On this May Day
the working class must condemn this surrender by
the Government and reiterate its pledge to carry
forward its anti-imperialist tradition and explicitly
support the country’s non-aligned foreign policy.

Fall of N F Government

On this May Day the working class must recall
that the National Front Government fell because the
N F Government refused to surrender the principles
of secularism and allow the construction of Ram
temple by demolishing the Babri Masjid and stopped
Advani’s Rath Yatra. Chandrasekhar on the other
hand split the Janata Dal, voted against the Govern-
ment and floated his miniscule Government with the
support of the Cong(I).

The responsibility of worsening the Punjab situa-
tion also rests squarely on the Prime Minister
following an appeasement policy in line with the
Cong(1) Despite open declaration by Simranijit
Singh Mann for Khalistan and his renunciation of
the Indian Constution under dictates from the
Panthic Committee, the Prime Minister went ahead
to talk with him and thereby giving a boost to the
secessionist forces. Defying the opinion of the
majority of the political parties, his decision to
recommend elections in Punjab is fraught with the
danger of handing over the state to the secessionists.
The CITU holds the Cong(1) responsibte for foisting
this defector government on the people to carry for-
ward its reactionary and opportunist policies and
condemns its claim for stability.

Positive Role of N F Government

The working class must recall on this May Day
some positive steps taken by the V P Singh Govern-
ment to accept their several long pending demands
like workers’ participation in management, central
legislations for agricultural workers and construction
workers, secret ballot for recognition of unions, etc.
The Govt. also withdrew the retrograde Industrial
Relations Bill earlier introduced by the Rajiv Gandhi
Government. The demand for Right to Work asa
fundamental right was also accepted The Govern-
ment also initiated a dialogue to determine a need
based criterion to fix minimum wages for the workers
of the vast unorganised sector. It further consti-
tuted a National Commission on Women for the
welfare of women. But the Chandrasekhar Govern-
ment did not move a step forward to get these vital
demands materialised.
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Corrigendum

In the last issue of the Working Class, i.e.
Vol. 20, No 8, the month has been printed as
March by mistake. Please read it as April,
1991. The mistake is regretted—Ed.

The CITU further recalls that to restore demo-
cracy and to dismantle the authoritarian structure of
the Cong(I), the V P Singh Government repealed the
59th Constitutional amendment, repealed the Press
Bill, constituted the Inter-State Council for realign-
ment of Centre-State relations and reconvened the
National Development Council. To strengthen the
process of national integration, it reconstituted the
National Integration Council and invited the Central
Trade Unions in it. But the Cong(I)-supported
Chandrasekhar Government subverted all these
democratic processes and undermined the National
Integration Council.

Performance of the Left Front Goverements

On this May Day the CITU hails the performance
of the two Left Front Governments of W. Bengal
and Kerala. They are upholding the democratic
and trade union rights of the people and the workers
and refusing to implement the draconian laws like
the NSA and ESMA. They have set explemplary
example of implementation of land reforms, which
are totally ignored by the Cong(I) Governments.
While the country was burning under communal
inferno, these two Governments have maintained
communal harmony and unity of the people. On
this May Day the working class should welcome the
achievements of these Governments and extend full
support to them.

The Elections : Defeat Congress(I), BJP; Vote for
Left-NF Candidates

The May Day has come this year with the elec-
tions in the forefront, calling upon the working class
and the people to play an important role in shaping
the destiny of the country. The return of the
Cong(1) or Janata Dal(S) means a return to the
authoritarian policies, surrender of the non-aligned
foreign policy at the altar of the US imperialists,
appeasement and compromise with the communal
and divisive forces and subversion o! self reliance,
which heaped miseries on the people. and the working
class and attack on their democratic and trade union
rights. Rise of BJP will lead the country towards
a Hindu Rashtra and communal inferno and national
disintegration. The only viable alternative is the
combination of the Left and National Front which
can uphold the secular and united fabric of the
country and build up a self-reliant economy, free
from the dictates of the World Bank and IMF and
deliver social justice to the backward classes,
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minority communities, the women and the weaker
sections. Under these circumstances, the working
class must pledge to devote its entire energy and
resources to defeat the Cong(I), the Janata Dal(S)
and the BJP and secure a decisive popular mandate
for the Left-NF combine.

For United Actions of the Working Class

With its immediate task of changing the Govern-
ment at the Centre in favour of the toiling people,
the working class must play its leading role for
solution of the basic problems facing the country.
The CITU appeals to all the central trade unions
and industrial federations irrespective of affiliations
to come together and meet the challenging situation
by developing powerful countrywide united move-
ments in defence of their common interests. The
developing united approach on common issues facing
the working class and the urge for united trade
union actions among the workers was clearly seen
during the observation of unity week in March as
per the call of Seventh Conference of CITU The
CITU is of the firm opinion that this common
understanding could be further strengthened and
carried forward with the formation of a Confedera-
tion of the central trade unions and the industrial
federations. The CiTU hopes that the leadership
of all central trade unions and industrial federations
would come forward and have a national dialogue
on the issue so that all in unity of the working class
_is achieved to resist the growing attacks on its living
standards. The CITU appeals to all its unions and ‘
activists to campaign for this so that such a magni-
ficent unity can be achieved in the country.

Com. Jamini Saha
The Centre of Indian Trade Unions ex-

presses profound grief at passing away of Com.
Jamini Saha, Working Committee member of
CITU and member of the Secretariat of tbe
North 24 Parganas District Committee of
CPi(M) in W. Bengal. Com. Saha died at
Calcutta on April [8 at the age of 66.

Com. Saha joined the freedom struggle
against the British imperialism at a very early
age of 17 and was iailed in 1942. He was resti-
cated from the schoo! for hoisting the Congress
flag. He joined the communist movement in
1946. Since then he had to spend about 10-!2
years in jail or underground.

He developed the trade union movement in
the industrial areas of Calcutta and worked
extensively to organise the textle workers in
Bengal in a federation and became its president.
Since 1962 he got elected as a member of the
W Bengal Legislative Assembly of the CPI(M).
On his death the CITU has lost a veteran
leader.

The CITU dips its red banner to pay
homage to Com. Jamini Saha and conveys its
reartfelt condolences to the bercaved members
of family
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Revive Revolutionary Traditions of May Day
Samar Mukherjee

The international May Day originated in Americafrom the struggles of the workers for a legislation
limiting hours of work in a day to 8 hours at
Chicago in May 1886. At that t me there was no
limitation in the hours of work for any worker wor-
king in any factories or shop. The workers were
forced to work for 16, 18 even 20 hours a day. Even
a child and woman had to work for such long hours
for a small pittance as wage.

With the growth of capitalism struggles started
against the inhuman conditions of work, and for
reduction of working hours. Through these stru-
ggles gradually the workers organised the ‘selves into
trade unions first in Europe, later on in America and
otber countries where capitalism developed. Before
the events in Chicago in 1886 the struggles for redu-
ction of working hours spread in England, Australia,
Russia, France, Italy, Sweden, Chile, Hungary,
Mexico and insome other parts of America, In
England a legislation was passed in 1550 restricting
the hours of work to 10 hours aday. So the stru-
geles for limitation of working hours assumed an
inte;national character «f class battle between the
workers and the employers without any international
organisation having a common centre. The first
international organisation was the International Wor-
king Men’s Association which came into existence
on September 28, 1864 under the initiative of Karl
Marx and Frederick Engels. This Association was
popularly known as First International. What role
this Association has played in uniting and revolu-
tionsing the world working class movement atitsinitia] stage is explained by F. Engels while reviewing
the significance of International May Day in 1890 in
the following sentences:

“Working men of all countries unite”. But few
voices responded when we proclaimed these words to
the world forty two years ago, on the eve of the first
Paris Revolution in which the proletariat came out
with demands of its own. On September 28, 1864,
however, the proletarians of most of the western
European countries joined hands in the International
Workingmen’s Association of glorious memory. True,
International itself lived only nine years. But that
the eternal union of the proletarians of all countries
created by it is still alive and lives stronger than
ever, there is no better witness than this day because
today, as I write these lines, the European and
American proletariat is reviewing its fighting forces,
mobilised for the first time, mobilised as one army,
under one flag for one immediate aim : the standard
eight hour working day to be estab! shed by legal ena-
ctment, as proclaimed by the Geneva Congress of the
International in 1866, and again by the Paris workers
Congress in 1889 And today’s spectacle will open
the eyes of the capitalists and landlords of ajl coun-
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tries to the fact that today the working men of all
countries are united indeed. f only Marx were still
by my side to see this with his own eyes :

(Preface to the German Edition of Communist
Manifesto, London, May |, 1890.)

The famous Communist Manifesto jointly written
by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels was first publi-
shed in 1848 pointing out the historic role of the
working class in over-throwing the capitalist system
by revolutionary class struggles and building a new
class-less society, called a socialist society by endingall exploitations. In this Manifesto they issued the
call “working men of all countries unite’. The First
International tried to put into action this call by
developing the outlook of internationalism and
organising solidarity actions. Simultaneously they
developed and enriched the theories and ideology ofscientific socialism from the outlook of historical
and dialectical materialism. This became a very
powerful weapon in the hands of the working class
and the toiling masses to adopt corre t path and
tactics in their fights for liberating the toiling masses
from all types of exploitation and social oppresston.But to make the working class conscious of their
revolutionary ideology requires tim: and sustained
efforts. The outbreark of strikes and strugyles in the
period of 1864 to 1871 took greater momentum
before new ideology enlightened the struggling wor-
kers. Very rapid developments took place in Europe’and'in 1871 war broke out between France and
Germany.

The workers were opposed tothis war. The
developments arising out of the war ledto the
insurrection of Paris workers and emergence of the
first working class state called Paris Commune.
Marx wrote about the Commune :

“The Commune was thus a true representativeof all the healthy elements of French society, and
therefore, a truely national government, it was at the
same time, as a workmen’s government, the bold
champion of the emancipation of labour, emphati-
cally international. Within sight of th- Prussian
army that had annexed Germany, two French pro-
vinces, the commune anexed to France, the working
people all over the world. The commune admitted
all foreigners to the honour of dying for an immortal
cause. The commune made a German Workman
its Minister of Labour.”’

Engels wrote on the Commune :

It was only after eight days fighting, when the
last defenders of ihe commune succumbed and then
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the massacre of defenceless men, women and children
which had been raging all through the week on an
increasing scale, reached its zenith. The breach
loaders could no longer kill fast enough. The van-
quished were shot down in hundreds. The wall of
the federals where the final mass murder was con-
sumrrated is still standing today, a mute but eloquent
testimony to the flenzy of which the ruling class in-
cap: ble as soon as the working class, dares to stand
u for its rights. When slaughter of them all proved
to be impossible, came mass arrests, the shooting of
victims artibrarily selected from the prisoners ranks,
rerroval of he rest to the great camps where they
waited trial by court martials.”’

Comrade B. T. Ranadive in one article on May
Day wrote:

“These were the great predecessors of May Day
moverent and they invested May Day observance
with rich revolutionary content which went far be-
yond for an 8 hour day and other partial demands.
It is this tradition that laid down that May Day
observance should not only put forward certain
important partial denand bit announce the deter-
mination of the working class to end the capitalist
system through a revolution and protect the inter-
national unity o the worsing class by opposing all
instruments of defeating its unity.”

The Paris commune and the growing influence
of First International frightened the governments of
Europe—they started anew round of repression on
the International. The organisation and its national
units every where were outlawed. [n effect the organi-
sation disintegrated in 1872, although formally some
of its units continued to exist on American soil until
1876. After 1875 ‘he growth of political parties
was linked with developments of the classics of
Marxism and scientific socialism. This gave mse to
new type of working class solidarity.

Events of Chicago

In may 1886 the industrial countries of America
were involved in an upsurge of mass actions of
workers on the demand for the eight-hour working
day. A progressive historian Phillip Foner wrote
in his Labour History that for the time being there
had never been any other slogan so popular among
US workers than that of ‘Eight Hour Working Day’.
The preparations for the nationwide Mav Day strike
were most successful in Chicago—then Centre of the
Left Wing Labour movement, A united organisa-
tion—lLabour Association for Eight Hour Day was
then acting in Chicago. ‘

The strike was simultaneously started on May 1,
1886 by hundreds of thousands of people all over
the United States It involved not less than 380,000
workers employed at 11,000 factories. The May Day
ectiors by the American workers gave a powerful
imyetus to the trade union movement in the country.

The capitalists of Chicago were frightened by the
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scale of workers actions and the resoluteness of their
leaders. They organised a counter biow. The
bourgeois newspapers raised bogey of red danger—
Communist threat.

The situation in the city became very tense on
May 3 when the workers of Mecormick HarvestingMachine Company launched action against the lock-
out lasting for over two months along with their
support tothe demand for 8 hours working day.When the workers organised a counter meeting
against the strike-breakers brought y the manage-
ment the unarmed workers were fired upon by the
police guards two workers were killed and many
injured. The attacks were continued next day. A
protest mass meeting against these atrocities was
fixed on 4th evening at the Hay Market Square which
was then the place of the city’s main market with
due permission from the mayor.

The meeting started at 8PM. when about 3
thousand people assembled. In their speeches A.
Parsons and A. Spics called upon the workers to be
firm and organised to continue the struggle Theycondemned the police repression. The Mayor also
attended the meeting. When the third speaker
Samual Filder began his speech it was about 10 PM.
Rain came down in torrents. A Parson and A.
Spies left the meeting. The Mayor also left. The
audience depleted to 200 people, the meeting was
almost over when a team of 180 patrol men marched
‘into Hay Market Square and their Captain Bonfield
ordered the audience to disperse. The meeting was
very peaceful and when this was told to the Captain
suddenly a bomb was thrown as if in to the responsetoa signal. Though the bomb was aimed atthe
workers but as the police had already moved in so
the blast hit the police, one was killed and five
seriously injured, the infuriated patrolmen opened
fire indiscriminately into the crowd. Six workers
were killed and 200 injured. The city was swept by
mass round ups and suspects were beaten, interro-
gated and tortured. H-ndreds were arrested Eightof them were prosecuted. They are; Albert Parsons,
August Spies, Samu! Filder, Michael Schwab,Adolf Fischer, George Engel, Luis Lingg and Oscar
Neebe. According to historian P. Foner, they were
the people whom Chicago capitalists hated most of
all not because thev were anarchists but rather bec-
ause they with their combat spirit and organisatioaal
talents made Chicago a major centre of labour
movement.

Out of eight of them only S. Filder was
present when the bomb exploded but all were accu-
sed of the charge of murder. That all were the
victims of the caritalist vengeance and the action of
throwing the bomb was the act of an agent provo-
cateur was quite clear from facts—But the Chicagocourt pronounced judgement on August 20, 188° of
death by hanging for seven and for one (Oscar
Neebe) of hard labour for 15 years. This shows how
is the bourgeois freedom of speech. freedom of asse-
mbly and independence of judiciary. All these
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revealed their class character. According to historian
Foner a partner ina large Chicago clothing firm
reported to have said ‘No, | don’t consider these
people to have been found guilty of any offence but
they must be hanged, I do consider that the labour
movement must be crushed.”

The trial madea mockery of justice based on
fake accusatious but the behaviour of the accused
was very heroic, exemplary and worthy of true
revolutionaries. Augustus Spies said in the court;
“If you think that by hanging us you can stamp
out the labour movement...the movement from
which are the down trodden millions who toil in
want and misery, if this is your opinion—then hang
us: Here you will trigger upon a spark, but here and
their, behind you and in front of you and-everyw-
here flames will blage up; It is a subterranean fire,
You can not put it out.

When the trial began, there were seven Hay Mar-
ket martyrs in the dock For one and a half months
Albe t Pa sons was in hiding from the police. In
all judgements be could have escaped capture but
his consciousness could not bear to beat liberty
while innocent friends were being framed. Parsons
himself came to the courtroom and told the judge
Josef Garg; “I have come to stand trial your Honour,
with my innocent comrades.”

The cruel sentence evoked burst of indignation
. among workers and prominent public figures in USA

Jers
many countries. The US Supreme court denied

the appeal. It was only the Governor of Illinors
who made some concessions and commuted death
sentences for Filder and Schwah to be imprisonment
for life. On November 10, 1887 the police provo-
cation caused the tragic death in the prison on cell
of Luis Lingg who was the youngest among the
accused. The next diy (Nov. 11, 1887) Parsons,
Spies, Engel and Fischer were executed in the cook
couny Jail in Chicago.

“The heroes went to the scaffold singing the
Marsei noise. In front of tre gallows erected in the
jail yard there were some 200 people invited by the
authorities to watch the death of the labour leaders.
A chicago jeurnalist, who was present, desc. ibed
the proceeding; ‘‘With complete unconcern the four
took their position on the gallows. The nooses were
placed to adjust his, spies, noose was too tight. He

. ysmiled a ‘thank you” when it .as made more com-
\Hortable. Sp'es then cried out “There will come a time

when our silence will be more powerful than the
voices you st-angle today.”? Paisons was the last to
speak, he said. ‘‘will I be allowed to speak—oh,
men of Ame ica. let me speak—let the voice of the
people be heard. But at that. moment the traps
opened and an abeyss descended...”

The funeral of the four prosecuted, Parsons, .

Spies Engel and Fischer, on November 13 developed
into a great rally of Chicago workers. More than
half a million people went on to the streets to pay
their last respect to the heroes.
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In Junc 1893, the new Governor of Hlionios John
Altgeld granted amnesty to the remaing three
accused stating that they like the four executed
martyrs, were not guilty but were the victins of an
unjust trial.

(From ‘Hay market heritage—by Anatoby Repina
—p. 6°’)

May Day I«ternationalised

Chicago events made a very great impact and
generated wide sympathy and solidarity in the labour
movement throughout the world. The fight for 8-
hours working day continued with new vigour after
the Chicago events and assumed an international
character The May day was formally internationali-
sed as a day of international solidarity of the work-
ing class from the international conference h:d at
Paris in 1889 on 14th July on the occassion of the
centenary celebration of the great French Revolution
and fall of Bastille. This conference was attended by
the delegates from various socialist and working class
parties. This conference was known as First Interna-
tional Working Men’s Congress. It gave rise to the
second International. Among those who attended
this congress were wellknown popular leaders of the
proletariat such as Wilhelm Liebknecht. August
Bebel, Eléanor Aveling Marx, Clara Zetkin, Jules
Guesde, Edouard Vaillant, George Plekhanov and
Paul Lafargue. F. Engels took a prominent part in
influencing the decisions of this congress. The text
of the resolution is as follows :

“On the fixed day, a large international demons-
tration will take place in all countries and cities in
which the working people will simultaneously de-
mand of the authorities legal reduction of the work-
ing day to 8 hours and the implementation of the
other decisions of the Paris International Congress.

“Taking into account that the American Federa-
tion of Labour has, at its Congress in St. Louis in
December 1888 already adopted a decision to con-
duct such a demonstration on May Ist, 1890, this
date is hereby approved.

“Working men in various countries must carry
out this demonstration in accordance with specific
conditions of their country.

Since 1890 the dbservance of International May
Day played an important part in intensifying the
class struggle and developing the international
workers’ movement Envels wrote: ‘‘The Ist May
resolution was the best our Conyress took It proves
our power all over the world, is a better revival of
the International than all formal attempts at reor-
ganisation.”

This year is the 10lst Anniversary year of the
observance of May Day as international day and
105th year of anniversary of the Hay Market events.
D ring this long period of more than a century
very big changes have taken place in the socio-eco-
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nomic conditions of many countries. From the
struggle for 8 hours working day the working class
of Russia and some other countries have been able
to overthrow the capitalist classes from state power
and establish socialist system under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism. So the fight for socialism and
world peace has become the part of the revolution-
ary tradition of May Day. Long before November
Revolution Comrade Lenin pointed out how the
revolutionary tratition of May Day to be utilized
to fight the capitalist system and the imperialist war
in order to build a new system free from exploita-
tion. Lenin said in 1900:

“Throughout the year, the workers first in one

place and another continuously present a variety of
partial demands to their employers and fight for
their achievement. In assisting the workers in this
struggle socialists must always explain its connection
with the proletarian struggle for its emancipation 1n

all countries. And the first of May must be the day
on which the workers solemly declare that they
realise the connection and resolutely join in the

struggle.

Comrade B.T.R. in one of his special articles
written on the revolutionary tradition of May Day
in 1986 pointed out :

“The fact that May day which was originally to
rally support for 8 hours work was now invested
with the content of the general line of the revolu-
tionary working class movement. It was, therefore,
inevitable that those who stuck to the line in con-

ducting the struggle of the working class should be
successful in organising socialist revolution while
those who departed from the line should land them-
selves into the morass of reformism. The Marxist-
Leninist parties remained at the head f the s.cia-
Hist revolution transforming one third of the world.
Reformist social democratic parties became prisoners
of the capitalist order unable to break through the
prison with their illusions ab -ut peaceful and parlia-
mentary path t» socialism.” (Marxist. Vol, 1V No.
2, April-June, 1986).

Present Situation

_A new epoch started in the world situation after
the successful proletarian rev lution in Russia in

November |917. The success of this revolution prov-
ed the correctness of the creative application of
Marxism under the direct guidance f Lenin. The
historic role of the working class as was visualised

by Marx and Engels in C mmunist Manifesto and
the inevitability of Socialism after capitalism under
the leadership of the w -rking class strengthened the
ideol: gical basis of Marxism-Leninismon a world
scale. Attraction towards Marxism-Leninism, emer-

gence of Marxist parties in various countries became
the feature of the new epoch. The contradictions
between the two social systems capitalism and s cia-
lism became sharpened. More and more socialism
became the growing force The world bourgeoisie to
counter this process tuck the path of anti-Commu-
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nism and communist-baiting in various countries. But
they failed to stop the hist rival process. This pro-
cess was much more hastened after the second world
war. The war began as an imperialist war but later
on turned into anti-fascist war when Hitler attacked
Soviet Union in a drive to crash the C mmunist
forces and establish fascist dictat rship over the
world. But result « f the war has pr »ved the superio-
rity of the strenth of the soviet power and socialist
system.

After the defeat of Hitler and the fascist forces
world co-relation of forces have changed ina big
way. In Eastern Europe the countries which were
under the occupation of Hitler turned Socialist
cuuntries. East Germany became Socialist. In Asia
both North Vietnam and North Korea turned socia-
list and later on China the biggest c untry in p »pu-
lation became socialist. In Latin America Cuba
emerged asa s-cialist country These changes en-
courged the national liberation movements and
within a few years many colonial and semi-colonial
countries achieved independence including India.

Now a new, phaseis evident in some of the
socialist c untries particularly in Eastern Europe
and Soviet Union which is passing through a deep
crisis. These are no doubt a big sct-back for socialist
s stem. There may be various reasons for this which
require deep analysis but inno way this set back
“proves that Marxism-Leninism is wrong and socia-
lism has no future. One of the main reasons behind
this set back is the failure on the part of the leader-
ship to apply correctly the principles of Marxism-
Leninism in the concrete conditions of these coun-
tries in background of the new world situation. It
is evident from the new thinking in the leadership
of the Soviet Union which are deviations, from the
basic principles of Marxism-Leninism. The new
thinking projects imperialism in a compromising and
concialiatory manner thereby denying the necessicity
of fight against imperialism, the new thinking is
also denving the necessity of class struggles. Leader-
ship of the party is advocating depoliticalisation and
deideologisation of the working class and their mass
organisations etc. These dangerous deviations unless
fought ideologically will disarm the working class
ideologically and detract them from revolutionary
path This is the path of revisionism in a new form.
That is why the need to revive the revolutionary
tradition of May day is very urgent.

The Gulf war has thoroughly exposed the reac-
tionary character of impeialism and the threat to
future war inherent in the character of imperialism.
It also revealed the weakness of the Soviet Union in
failure to intervene to prevent the war. Soviet Union
is now threatened witb disintegration due to ethnic
conflicts and now shifting to markef economy.

India, though in its Constitution has declared
itself socialist, it is pursuing the path of capitalism
in compromise with feudalism and foreign imperia-

(Cont’d on page 32)
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Conditions of Working Class In U.S.A.
M.K. Pandhe

After the set back to socialism in Eastern Eur-
opean countries and serious developments in US
SR the capitalist press is full of encomiums for the
US type capitalist system which is being characteri-
sed asa real democratic system for the working
class. They often point out that in USA one can see

\
what market economy and free private enterprise

ypmeans
to the working class.The fallacy of the argu-

‘¥ments for free private enterrrise can be easily seen
“ if we look at the conditions of the working class in
USA today. One has only to refer to the data coll-
ected by the AFL-C!O Department of Economic
Research. Asis well known, American Federation
of Labour and Congress of Industrial Organisations
(AFL-CIO)a united trade union of U.S. workers,
does not believe in class struggle or socialism and
always talks of co-operation with the employers.
However, as the report itself has noted :

“‘Unfortunately, workers’ buying power has been
seriously eroded over the past decade. Hourly earn-
ings have gone up, but the buying power of these
dollars adjusted for inflation has gone down. The
gap between rising productivity and falling buying
power of workers’ earnings raises the danger of
-Bnder consumption causing production
owns and recession’. The report further notes:
“The rich are getting richer, middle income families
are barely holding even, and low income families
were actually worse off inthe 1!980’s than in the
1970’s. This unfair income-distribution situation
has dangerous implications for the nation’s political
stability and for its economic welfare”’.

The workers belonging to former GDR and other
East European countries are already experiencing
the fruits of market economy and the attack on their
standard of living. They are now forced to come on
streets. The myth about richness of capitalism can-
not last longer. The experience of the U.S. working
class is vividly clear before all of us.

Dwindling Job Opportunities

» During 1976-88 period 25 million jobs were incr-
"

eased in USA, but the projections for the future
indicate that between 1988 to 2000 the addition to
the jobs is to be of the order of 19 million only. The
annual growth rate of jobs during 1976-1988 was 2
per cent per annum which would be reduced to only
1.2per cent per annum. This shrinkage of job oppor-
tunities would only aggravate the problem of un-
employment in the country ‘‘Unemployment will hit
millions of workers in the 1990s’’, admits the AFL-
ClO study. The unemployment in 1990s is likely to
grow up higher than he highest duriny 1980s ie in
1982 it reached 13 million jobless which works out to
be 9 per cent of the total workforce. The young work-
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slow.

ers between !6 to 24 years of age constituted 24 per
cent of the workforce earlier, but during 1988 their
porportion came domn to 19 per cent while during
2000 AD the workers in this age group will be fur-
‘ther reduced to 16 per cent. The reduction of youn-
ger workforce would certainly pose serious problem
for the new generation and the social stability will
be adversely affected.

During 1988 women constituted 15 per cent of
the total workforce owever, trends in employment
pattern indicate that the share of women workers
will increase to 47 per cent of the total unemploy-
ment. During 1988 the black workers contributed
Il per cent of the total workforce which is likely to
be increased to 12 per cent. The increase in the
Mexican worke’s is likely to be raised from 7 to 10

per cent during the same period. The employment
trend indicates that the proportion of Asian work-
ers is also likely to be raised from 3 per cent in 1983
to 4 per cent by the year 2000. The minorities which
in the year 1988 accounted for 22 «er cent of the
total workforce will be reaching a level of 26 per
cent by the end of the century. The major cause of
increase in the employment of women and minority
workers is that “‘fastest growing occupations in the
1990s are mostly low paid’. Despite development of
the so called hi-tech industries the addition to the
job is ta\ing place to a great extent in low paid jobs
only. Most of the job increase during 1990s will be
in services and retail trade while in manufacturing
and agriculrural sector there would be decline in
number of jobs.

Decline In Real Earnings

Despite rise in wages of workers their purchas-
ing power has been continuously declining year
‘after year Between 1970 and 1989 the real wages of
the workers have declined by 8 per cent, while pro-
ductivity increased by over 16 percent. In manu-
facturing industries the decline in real wages works
out to 7 per cent while in the service sector it stood
Stagnant In retail trade however the decline in real
wages as high as 14 per cent. The decline in the real
wages of the workers show the serious inroads in
their standard of living due to bigh inflation in the
economy. The fact that the real wages are on dec-
line and the productivity of the workers is incre-
asing at a faster rate, indicates intensification of
exploitation of the working class Thus the myth that
with the introduction of new technology the living
conditions of the workers are improved does not
hold good even according to the fiadingsof the AFL-

- CIO.

Inadequate Fducational Standards

Though modern technology demands better edu-
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cational facilities, the USA is seriously lagging
behind in spending on elementary and secondary
education. While countries like Sweden is spending
7 per cent of gross domestic product on education
from kindergarten to |2th grade class, the USA is
spending only 4.1 percent. Several advanced capi-
talist countries spend more of its GDP on educat-
jon such as Austria (59%). Switzerland (5.8%),
Norway (5. %', Belgium (49%), Denmark (4 8%).
As a result of this low spending on education, stand-
ard of education is much lower in USA according to
the AFL-CiO survey. The data published by U.S.
National Centre for Education statistics the profici-
ency levels based on 1989 report by International
Assessment of Educational Progress showed that the
average Mathematics proficiency of 13 year old stu-
dents in 1988 was lower in USA compared to South
Korea, Canada, Spain, Britain and Ireland. Average
Science proficiency of the same age group students
in USA was also lower than these countries. Less
spending on education means more profits for the
capitalist class.

Less Earnings For Women

The AFL-CIO study on the basis of data pub-
lished by Bureau of Labour Statistics for the year
1988 has pointed out the average wage of a woman
worker in USA works out to be only 66 per cent of
male worker. The gross discrimination against
women workers continues unabated in the top most
capitalist country in the world. We have seen ear-
lier that the proportion of women among the work-
force is increasing due to this cheapness of female
labour.

Growing Inequalities
The growing inequality is most shocking in the

USA. The AFL-CIO study notes that the top 20
per cent of US families got 44 per cent of all family
incomes in 1988 while, the lowest 20 per cent of the
US families got only 4.6 percent of all family in-
comes. The break of all groups according to family
incomes as below highlights the acute inequality in
the present day US society :

Share of Different Groups of Family Jocomes in US
(1988)

Top Fifth 44 per cent
Fourth Fifth 24 per cent
Third Fifth 16.7 per cent
Second Fifth
Lower Fifth
The study of average family earnings according

to these groups and gains of the richer classes are
seen from the following data :

Growing Incomes of rich in USA (1988)

10.7 per cent
4.6 per cent.

Group Average family Rise in real incomes
incomes (in US $) between 1976-88

Top Fifth 84,940 18 per cent
Fourth Fifth 46,330 9.6 per cent
Third Fifth 32,240 4.4 per cent
Second Fifth 20,660 0.2 per cent
Lowest Fifth 8,880 6 per cent
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The data further shows that the top 5 per cent of
the families have the average family income of
$.132.800. The lowest 40 percent of the families
in US society have actually suffered a decline in
their living standirds while the top 5 per cent fami-
lies have increased their real incomes by 21 per cent
in the last 12 years. No preachings about the virtues
of US society can conceal the hard realities of iife.

Decline in Union Membership

‘Between 1977 and 1989 the union membership in
US has declined from 193 million to 169 million.
It has been reduced by 12.3 percent in 12 years.
During 1977, 238 percent of the workforce
unionised but in 1989 it came down to 16.4 per cent.
The data covers only the employed wage and salary
workers. Though US trade unions consider them-
Selves to be champions of free trade unionism but
thev are unable to explain why the membership is de-
lining so rapidiy. The workers perhaps are getting
disillusioned about the class collaborationist trade
unions. {t is more interesting because due to closed
shop arrangements and additional benefits given to
the union membership this decline shows the grow-
ing lack of faith in the union leadership.

The revealing picture of the US society only
shows that Karl Marx is much more relevant today
than ever before. The development of capitalism in
USA is taking place only at the cost of the working
class and the toiling masses. The socalled pros,
perity of the society ultimately becomes only the

profsperity of the capitalist class while the working class
has to suffer decline in their living standards. It is
only under socialism that these conditions can be
materially changed. The set back in socialism in
Eastern European countries will therefore be only a
temporary phenomenon. The working class will
soon realise what capitalism meansto them. The
struggle for socialism all over the world will conti-
nue despite hurdies and difficulties !

Comrade Satwant Singh

The Centre of Indian Trade Unions expre-
sses deep sorrow at the passing away of Com.
Satwant Singh,tne Central Committee member
of CPI (M). He died at the age of 73 at
Jalandhar. Com. Satwant Singh was a veteran
communist leader and had to undergo jail life
both during the freedom struggle and there-
a'ter. The CITU dips its red banner paying
homage to Com. Satwant Singh.

MAY 1991

\



Appeal to Women For the Elections
Vimal Ranadive

People in our countrv are asked to vote for the
the political parties in Parliamentary elections to be
held in May 1991. There are many important issues
which came up during the last few years affecting
our lives on which women have to express their
opinion. Election manifestos of political parties
have mentioned as to what they intend to do for
women if they come to power. The Indira Mahila
Yojana, Perspective Plan for Women, Equal Remu-
neration, pattas of land to women, jobs for women,
smokeless Chullah programme and other promises
have been given in Congress (I) manifesto.

Sometimes one wonders as to what these bour-
geois parties take women for. Have they not gota
conscience to think about the ditterence between the
promises given and the actual deeds ? Have they no

knowledge that the prices are increasing daily during
last so many years ? Have the dowry deaths decrea-
sed 2 Have the number of molestations and rapes on
Harijan and other women come down ? The working
women has the right to ask why they get unequal
wages for the same type of work. A perspective
plan for women was published by the Congress (I)
Govt and propagated among public and women.

' Has any progress been made ?

Deep Economic Crisis

Now take the issue of price rise, which affects
women most. When Pranab Mukherjee tells the
press that “the Govt will roll back the prices of
essential commodities to the level of July 1990,
within 100 days of coming to power”, nobody would
be fooled by such foolish propaganda. The price
rise has become one of the most important issues
for the election and women will definitely not vote
for Congress (1), which 1s responsible for the price
rise because of its long rule.

The International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank from whom the Congress and Chandra-
sekhar Governments took huge loans, compel them
to accept their conditions which are not in the inte-
rest of the common people. The subsidy for food
items is stopped. Welfare benefits available to wor-
kers are curtailed. The huge amount of foreign
debts have gone beyond Rs. 1,25,000 crores. Over
and above this, our internal debt comes to Rs.
1,40,000 crores. When already our country is mort-
gaged to IMF and World Bank, the Chandrasekhar
Govt was negotiating a second instalment of the
IMF Joan. The steps the Congress (1) Govt took
during the last many years were not to nationalise
the basic industries but to go in for privatisation.
Introduction of new technology means no nore
recruitment of the people in jobs. Unemployment
figuies will continue to rise with many more facto-
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ries being closed Unless alternate policies of self-
reliance, more employment, opening of the factories,
land reforms and so on are adopted, our people are
bound to suffer. Working womea will be the first
victims of this attack.

The CPM manifesto has rightly pointed out that
strict measures are to be taken to curb the high
prices. No increase in indirect taxes be made which
affect common people state trading in food grains
and oublic distribution system to cover 14 essential
commodities. If the National Front and Left Parties
Govt comes to power, the CPM will fizht for these
policies to bring the pressure on the Govt.

The Question of Unemployment

The question of unemployment has become very
much important for all including women for their
livelihood About 3.5 crores of the urban people are
unemploved. About 2.40.000 factories are closed.
The working women become the first victims, since
they have to be paid maternity leave, to provide a
creche by the employers or the governments.They will
be the first to be retrenched when new technology is
introduced in the offices or industry. As per the figu-
res, the number of women job seekers in 1988 were 57
lakhs on the revister of employment exchanges
among whom many were graduates and enzineers.
6 lakh women in Anganwadi are paid only Rs. 250-
300 and Rs. 110/-. Thousands of women are wor-
king in small scale industries getting not more than
Rs. 5-10 daily on temporary basis, Under such con-
ditions, ‘‘creating 10 million jobs or one job in every
family which Indira Mahila Yajana had propagated,
cannot be believed. The ex»erience during the
Congress rule is just the contrary. The Right to
work as a fundamental right is basic demand of the
working class today, which the Congress (1) had
refused. The National Front had accepted this ia
principle. In the absence of this, unemployment
benefits are to be paid as they are paid in other capi-
talist countries.

Molestation of Women and Sati Issue

Any other Govt in the country should heve resi-
gned on the issue of burning of Roop Kanwar But
Govt did not feel ashamed to keep sucha Minister
as Kalvi who supported Sati. Mrs Vijeya Raje
Scindia of BJP does not feel ashamed to speak anout
the moral right of awoman to perform sati along
with her husband here is no end of heaping insults
on poor, unportected women and girls who are daily
murdered and molested by anti-socials. Harijan
women are made a special target Of landlord’s goon-
das if they demand wage increase. But who cares
for them except the women’s organisations and the
left parties ? Have the manifestoes of the Congress
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(I), Janata (S) BJP said what should be the remedy ?

Tripura Atrocities—No Parallel

The glaring instances of gruesome killings, rapes
etc are in Tripura during last 3-4 years of the Cong-
fess (1) regime The Ujan Maidan :ape cases are
well known. No judgement is delivered even after
2 years. The stooge govt of Rajiv Gandhi in Tripura
did not listen to the voice of women and women’s
organisations The common people all over India
came against such semi-fascist terror ny the Cong-
ress 1) TUJS regime and came outin supvort of
the tribal people and against the atrocities on wor-
kers and middle class employees: including women.
A question will be asked by women, should people
vote to such a party which openly allows and encou-
rages atrocities on women and tribal pcople ? Does
the slogan of stability mean continuation of such
erisodes ?

Land istribution in W. Bengal & Kerala

The distribution of surplus land to the landless
is a basic pre-condition to improve the con itions
of the rural poor. It is under the Left Front Govts
of W.Bengal and Kerala that can claim unique
achievements in land distribution. Women too were
given pattas and land. The important point to be
noted here is that dueto land distrib tion to rural
women they had now ac ieved respectable place
among the villagers. There are a large number of
women in the various panchayat levels in these two
states. Every person in the country will be proud
to hear that the only state where 100% literacy was
achieved was Kerala. .

Women & Communal Situation

Women are very much prone and sensitive to
the commual campaign in the country. The deep
ignorance and illiteracy keep the :: in dark and some-
times they fall easy victimsto any religious propa-
ganda. The political parties lise BJP, Muslim
League etc do take advantage of such backwardness
of women for political purposes.

¢

The issue of Ram Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid has
beco..e a crucial issue in the election. The way it
is being propagated. sharply points out the purpose
of rousin: the flame of Hindu com -.unalism, leading
to the civision of our country on the religious basis.
The communal propaganda of BJP VHP RSS on
this issue their Rath Yatra throu,hout the country,
the terror created among the minorities, the riots at
many places created bitter feeling among the mino-
rities. It is fordgotten that the sacrifices made by
Hin: us, Mu: lims, Sikhs, Christians to ether resulted
in our achieving independence against British rule.
The happenings at Punjab, Kashmir and the comm-
unal riots are a Serious con ern to all people. Do
we wish to have a Hindu Rashtra ? Do we want to
drive out all other communities under the name of
religion. Every person has right to stay in India
and believe in any religion. While the BJP engi-
neered the riots, the -ongress (I1} compromised with
all the divisive forces in the country.

42

This is a big challenge for all of us and we have
to face it, by upholding secularism and national
unity. The best examples are W. Bengal and Kerala
where communal harmony is maintained. The expe-
rience of these states has to be brouvht before the
people. Women will have to be convinced about it.

Stability for Whom

The oft repeated slogan of Cong (I) is that they
only will be able to provide stability. If stability
means increase in prices, molestation of women,
atrocities on Harijan, division of our country on
communal basis, we have been experiencing this
stability for the last 40 vears. No Congress Govt
could give any relief to ‘he common people of our
country in the name of stability. Our women should
not be misguided by such propaganda.

Women Launch struggles for their Rights
It is welcome feature that women from below to

upper classes are coming together to launch struggles
for their rights, against molestation, against
communalism and for national unity in a large num-
ber All India women’s organisations have appealed
to women all over India to vote for tnose parties
who stand for secularism, national unity and for the
protection of women’s rights.

The National Front Govt has tried to fulfil some
of the demands of women. It has formed the
National Commission on Women. Its stand against
communalism and for secularism and -democracy is
welcomed. It has set up planning commission on
which representation to women including ALUWA
was given.

No Authoritarian Rule
Women would not like to vote for those parties

who imposed ‘Emergency’ in 1975 and created semi-
fascist rule in W Bengal in 1971-72 and in [ripura
in 1989. Women would not vote for them who dis-
missed Tamilnadu Govt in a day. Inthe manifesto
of NF it is also -tomised for the rights-of women in
parental property and for review of ali laws which
discrimisate women and those concerning marriages,
divorce, maintenance, custody, adoption and inheri-
tance. Efforts will be made to ensure 30% share
for women in legislatures and in government jobs.

Every vote is costly. Itis found that women’s
vote is sometimes a decisive factor. We are sure,
women will come out in large numbers to exercise
their vote with a firm decision to cast votes for the
parties which protect national unity and women’s
rights National Front and Left Parties led oy the
CPI'M), if voted to power, will try to solve our
enconomic and communal problems, try to fight for
national unity and f..r democracy.

Haryana Brick-Kiln workers’ dispute settled. Report
will be published in the next issue—Ed.
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Unity Week Observed in Tamilnadu
Responding to the call for a nationwide camp-

aign on trade union unity given by the Seventh
Conference of C]TU, the unions in Tamilnadu con-
ducted massive campaigns all over the state from
15th to 21st March.

More than 2.5 lakhs of leaflets were distributed by
the unions. Hundreds of meetings were held in each
district. In Madras city alone 83,000 leaflets were
distributed. Areawise preparatory meetings were
held Gate meetings were conducted even in factories
where there are no CITU unions. On 21st March,
huge meeting were conducted in industrial estate
areas. In Madurai, in addition to the distribution of
leaflets and gatemeeting a procession was also orga-
nised. In Coimbatore district also, explanatory
meetings were conducted in large numbers. In
Neyveli, an extensive campaign was conducted among
the workers of public sector undertaking. The cam-
paign concluded with a well attended seminar which
was attended by State CITU leaders, T K Rengarajan
G Ramakrishnan and C. Govindarajan. Reports of
campaigns have also come from various other dist-
ricts.

In the meanwhile, meetings of leading cadres and
activists are being held in all parts of the state,
where the State leaders are reporting on the seventh
all India conference.
Binny Mill Closure

While the workers are conducting struggle for
reopening the closed mills, one of the oldest mills,
the Buckingham and Carnatic mills in Madras has
‘stopped their operations’ with effect from Ist April
and ‘removed’ all the 8000 workers from the rolls of
of the company.

For the past few months, the management has
been trying to shift the processing department to a
far away place and to pressurise them to acept this,
they had applied for premission to close down
which was rejected by the State Government and
hence the stoppage of operation and removal of
entire workers from the rolls. The unions, one for
the whole workers and the other for the staff, now
under the leadership of W.R Varadarajan, Secretary

©

of the Strte CITU had unanimously rejected the
move to shift.

The unions have been demanding appointment of
a special officer to continue the operations and also
to take steps for nationalisation which alone can save
the lives and future of the 8000 families.

On Ist April, when the workers reported to work,
they were informed of the management’s decision.
They held protest meetings and squatted on the roads
blocking traffic in the area. Later a procession of
more than 5000 workers led by WR Varadarajan
was -taken out to the State Secretariat and a memo-
tandum was submitted to the Governor. A K Padm-
anabhan (CITU), C Kuppusami (LPF), TR Balu
MP (DMK), Anbarasu, (Cong-I), and others addre-
ssed the workers and ensured their support to them.
R. Umanath, General Secretary of State CITU has
issued a statement calling for solidarity to the wor-
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kers and demanding immediate steps from the state
government for running the mill undera special
officer and for nationalising it.

Defence of Public Sector
On 15th March-the day for campaigns in defence

of public sector-meetings were conducted in various
public sector units tn the states Leiflets explaining

the
demands were distributed and gate meetings were

eld

Reports of observance of the dav has come from
BHEL, Trichy and Ranipet, Steel Plant, Burn and
Standard and IOC refilling unit in Salem, Hindustan
Teleprinters in Madras, Hindusthan Photo films in
Ootty and Veyveli Lignite Corporation Meetings
were also conducted in towns like Madurai, Coim-
patore etc.

The day was observed by the Steel Imployees
Trade Union at Rourkela by staging a massive
dharna before the administrative building of the
steel plant
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CITU Condemns Peerless Mana-
gment’s Highhandedness and In-
junction against Demonstration

P K Ganguly, Secretary of CITU has issued the .

following statement on April 10: .

The Centreof Indian Trade Unions condemns
the minagement of Peerless General Finance and
Investment Co. Ltd for bringing in acourt injinctioa
restraining the employees from staging a de nonsta-
ting and dharna in front of the office at Nirmal To-
wers, New Delhi

It is to be noted that the management has been
refusing to operate under the guidelines given by the
Reserve Bank and indulging ia speculative invest-
ments by floating subsidiaries without any prior
consultations with the recognised CITU union viz.,
Peerless Employees Union, The management has
been siphoning away the funds of the parent body
to these subsidaries, thereby threatening the viabi-
lity of the parent body.

Recently, the management has floated another
subsidiary, namely Peerless Abasan Finance Ltd.
When objected to by both the CITU aud INTUC
unions, the management threatened the employees
with mass scale charge sheets and other punitive
measures. Having failed to operate the new subsi-
diary from their Head Office at Calcutta, the Mana-
gement has decided to operate it from Nirmal o-
werrs, New Deihi with the help of a section of
Officers. To restrain the employees from launching
agitation the management has obtained a court order
under fictitious charges against the employees,
prohibiting any demonstration dharna, slogan shout-
ing, etc within 50 meters o its offices at Delhi. It is
a direct attack on the basic trade union right of the
employees.

The CITU demands immediate [ifting of the ban
and resolution of the dispute through peaceful nego-
tiations with the union.
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Demand For Nationalisation Of Jute Industry
Following the successful one day united strike in

the jute industry in West Bengal and Katihar on
11th'March, 199] on 5 main demands. a delegation
of the trade unions met Shanti Ranjan Ghatak,
Labour Minister of West Bengal. The delegation
consisted of Kamal Sarkar, Sivaprased Bha'tacharva
of Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Union (CITU), Anil
Bose. Ganesh Sarkar of National Union of Jute
Workers (QNTUC), Tarun Maitra, Debashi Dutta of
Federaticn of Chatkal Mazdoor Union (AITUC),
Matish Roy of Bengal Provincial Chatkal Mazdoor
Union (UTUC). Shyam Charan Gour of Paschim
Banga Chatkal Mazdoor Federation (TUCC), Sanat
Dutta of Bengal Jute Mills Workers Union (UTUC-
LS), Bibhas Ghosh of All India Jute Textile Workers
Federation (F MS), Anil Sen of Indian Federation
of Jute & Textite Workers (NFITU), Anil Sen of
Indian National Jute Workers Federation (INTUC)
and Gobinda Guha and Madhu Guha and of All
India Jute Workers Federation. The delegation de-
manded immediate nationalisation of the entire jute
industy ard taking over of all locked out mills and
the nis v be sre ravine less waces and are-neren-

nial in default of P.F., ESI, Gratuity, Bonus pay-
mentetc. The leaders also demanded immediate
ban on the use of synthetic bags in place of jute bags
by the Central Government including import of
synthetic raw materials, which made the jute industry.
sick They also pointed out that some of the mills
were not paying normal wages and increased dear-
ness allowance The leaders demanded immeditte
restoration of normal wages in all the running mills
as per industrywise agreements of 1984 & 1958.
Further the leaders pointed to the precarious con-
dition prevailing in 4 mills of Thomas Duff Group
which are on the verge of lockout. The leaders
requested the Minister to take up the matter with
the appropriate authorities so that the mills could
run normally in the iaterest of thousands of workers.

After giving patient hearing to the leaders, Hon’
ble Labour Minister assured the leaders that he
would take up the matter in the right appropriate
manner and would also take up issues with the
( entre and other appropriats authorities concerned.

Consumer
Price Index Numbers for Industrial Workers

(Base 1982= 100)
Dec. Jan. Lin- Belgaum 195 208 — Varanasi 217 220 5,12

king Hubli-Dharwar 198 204 — Asansol 195 197 4.77
factor Mercara 187 186 — Calcutta 212 212 4.74
for Alwaye 180 184 5.19 Darjeeling 190 194 4,55. Old Mundakayam 192 194 4.67 Durgapur 213 213 —

Centre 1990 1991 base Quilon 183 185 Haidia 219 220 —
ALL-INDIA 199 202 4.93 Trivandrum 199 198 —. Howrah 223 220 4.12
Gudur 189 189 4.33 Bhalghat 204 203 5.24 Jalpaiguri 188 188 4.16
Guntur 190 195 560 Bhilai 186 187 3.49 Raniganj 190 189 4.40
Hyderabad 187 191 5.23 Bhopal 199 207 5.46 Chandigarh 190 204 —

Visakhapatnam 199 202 — Indore 206 214 5.18 Delhi 203 208 4.97
Warrangal 192 190 — Jabalpur 222 225 6.41 Pondicherry 215 219 —

Doom-Dooma- Bombay 207 209 5.12
Tinsukia 184 182 4.05 Nagpur 204 213. 4.99 Additional Series of Labour Bureau
Gauhati 198 196 — Nasik 209 215 —
Labac-Silchar 178 174 3.96 Pune 203 206 —

_
Kothagudem 218 222 3.25

Mariani-Jorhat 1:3 191 3.95 Sholapur 208 208 5.03 Himachal Pradesh 192 197 3.75
Rangapara-Tezpur 191 185 4.29 Barbil 194 194 5.00 Bhilwara 199 202 3.20
Jamshedpur 194 195 468 Rourkela ¥85 186 3.59 Chindwara 201 206 259
Jharia 186 188 4.63 Amritsar 194 196 5.19 Tripura 206 203 4.37
Kodarma 179 182 5.43 Ludhiana 198 200 — Goa 205 211 3.40
Monghyr 197 199 $29 Ajmer 201 209 5.01
Noamundi 194 194 4,58 Jaipur 192 201 $.17 Other Series of Labour Bureau
Ranchi-Hatia 213. 212 — Coimbatore 18t 182 5.35
Ahmedabad 20t 28 4.78 Coonoor 204 205 4.80 Centre Base Dec. Jan.
Baroda 201 209 — Madras 195 200 505 1990 1991
Bhavnagar 204 209 4.99 Maduri 202 202 5.27 Ammathi 1960 873 895

Rajkot 203 207 — Salem 186 192 — Chickmagalur 1960 887 894
Surat 214 220 — Tiruchirapaily 205 212 — Kolar Gold Field 1960 910 914
Faridabad 189 196 — Agra 193 204 Gwalior 1960 1022 1025
Yamunanagar 184 193 5.53 Ghaziabad 203 205 — Sambalpur
Srinagar 187 188 5.47 Kanpur 207 210 4.69 Berhampur
Bangalore 189 196 5.66 Saharanpur 200 203 5.06 Cuttack
Note: Figures on old base can be obtained by multiplying the Index Number on Now Base by the linking

factor given and rounding off the result to nearest whole number,
—Dash denctes new centres under |982 series.
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Meeting of Assam State
Committee

The Assam State Committee of CITU met at
Guwahati on 19th March under the presidentship of
‘Dhani Ram Khosla. The meeting discussed the
critical situation in the state arising out of the impo-
sition of Presidential rule, the terroristic activities
the ULFA and its threat to all political parties
(except CPI and CPI-ML) and the acute economic
crisis The meeting decided to hold the 5th State
Conference tentatively between September and
November, 1991 depending on the elec ions being
held in the state. It decided to organise seminars
on the first death anniversary of Com. BTR, orga-
nise solidarity actions in support of the Juga Sankha
employees who are fighting against closures, and
observe May Day in a befitting manner The meeting
further decided to. organise a joint trade union con-
vention on April 6 demanding election in Assam and
withdrawal of the Disturbed Areas Act, TADA and
Armed Forces Special Power Act.

The convention of 6th April was attended by
over 300 delegates representing 25 organisations
covering public and private sectors, state and central
Government employees, etc It was presided over
by a presidium consisting of Amal Ghosh Dastidar
(CITU). Bimal Nandi (UTUC-LS) an. Achyut
Deka (GDIEA) and inaugurated by the distinguished
intellectual, Dr. Hiren Gohain. A joint telegramme
and memorandum was sent from the convention to
the Prime Minister demanding elections ia Assam
and withdrawal of the above draconian laws.

Meeting of Orissa State
Committee

The Orissa State Committee of CITU met at
Bhubaneshwar on 5th April under the presidentship
of Shivaji Patnaik M.K. Pandhe General Secretary.
CITU attended the meeting and briefed about the
serious economic situation in the country and threat
to its unity and integrity caused by the communal
and divisive forces. Heca led for mob lisation of
workers for the coming elections and ensure defeat
of the Cong(]), and BJP and victory of Jsnata Dal
and left candidates.

Lambodar Nayak, the State General Secretary
placed the report. The meeting reviewed the strug-
gies by the forest workers, tea plantation workers.
in mini cement and heavy waters, spinning sponge
iron, construction and mine workers and also the
organisational position It decided to work whole
heartedly and raise funds for the victory of Shivaji
Patnaik from Bhubaneshwar, and also to ensure
defeat of the Cong(I) and BJ? atall places. The
meeting adopted a resolution condemning the firing
on brick kiln workers of Haryana and extended
support to their struggle. It also decided to collect
funds for 41R Memorial Trust and Re 1/- per
member as CITU fund by 30th May, the CITU
foundation day.
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Haryana Brick-Kiln Workers Carry
Forward Struggle

Despite killing of two workers by firing by the
owners, the brick kiln workers of Haryana are carry~
ing forward their struggle under the leadership of the
La! Jhanda Bhatta Mazdoor union (CiTUV).

It is to be recalled that about 70,090 brick kiln
workers of Haryana organised under the CITU went
on indefinite strike from March 5 demanding wage
of Rs 90/- per |000 bricks, i.e. at par with that ia
Punjab. They were beaten up and kidnapped by the
organised goonda force hired by the owners and the
Cong (i) at different places. The Hissar CITU union
office was ransacked by theshirelings On March 14
the employers opened fire on the workers in Hissar
in presenceof the police, which killed one worker,
Hawa Singh. Then again on March 22 firing was
resorted to at Rohtak, killing another worker, Surat
Singh, also in presence of the police. But no action
has been taken by the authorities against the culprits,
despite the visit of Hannan Mollah, M.P.

The brick-kiln workers of Haryana are working
under deplorable conditions The strike was launch-
ed when all efforts to get their demands resolved
through peaceful negotiations were rejected by the
owners. There are a series of long pending grievances.
Despite the owners garnering a profit of Rs. 850/-
per {090 bricks as compared to those in Punjab, who
earn about Rs. 625/- onlv, the workers get a paltry
of Rs. 50/- only for 1100 bricks, whereas their
counterparts get Rs. 90/- at Punjab. Besides, there
is no PF, no medical facilities, no housing arrange-
ment, no schooling for children, no working hours,
no labour laws applicable to them. The conditions
of the women workers are worse. In this background
the state CITU organised them and launched strug-
gles to alleviate their conditions. The Government
authorities and the owners joined hands and untea-
shed the ruthless repression on them with the help
.of the hired hoodlums supported by the police.

But remaining undeterred by the killings, the
workers are carrying forward the struggle with ralties
and demonstrations. A massive rally was again held
at Rohtak on April 2, which was addressed among
others by M K Pandhe, General Secretary CITU. A
continuous dharna is go'ng on before the DC’s offica
with slogan shouting. All other sections of workers
and unions have come forward supporting the move-
ment by giving financial and material help. Respon-
ding to the call of the CITU Centre, large number
of unions and State Committees from Tamilnadu,
West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Assam, etc have sent
telegrammes tothe Haryana Government condem-
ning the tiring and demanding immediate resolution
of the dispute.
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Demand for Accountability by the Conference of Karnataka
Former IDPL Chairman

P K. Ganguly, Secretary CITU; D. P. Dubey,
General Secretary, FMRAI and J.S Majumdar, Vice
President, AICAPEF Lavi issued the following joint
statement on April 3 from Calcutta :

Itis reported that Mr K. Venkataraman, the
Chairman and Managing Director of Indian Drugs
and Pharmaceuticals Ltd.,a Central Government
uncertakirg has resigred It is further reported that
‘he was asked to quit by the Government.

While welcoming his dismissal from IDPL, we
urge .pon the Government of India to inform the
public about the reason for his dismissal. No public
servant shou d te allowed to resign quietly without.
fixing the accountability for their misdeeds.

Our-organisations had made several representa-
tions to the Central Government bringing to their
notice the instances of corruptions, financial misma-
pagererts and unfair labour practices indulgedby
Sri Venkatar;man as Chairman and Managing
Director of IDPL in gross violation of laws of the
land which cortributed further in creating unstable
condition in IDPL and huge losses. Sri Venkatraman
had been getting political patronage during ( onyress
regime and support of the top level bureaucrats in
the Chemical Ministry since the time he was a liaison
officer of a multinational company at Delhi acting
as their agents to get approvals from the Govern-
ment.

Sri Venkataraman’s misdemeanour were revealed
in the enquiry commission appointed by the Govern-
ment of Karnataka, on the floor of the Parliament
and through letters by several members of the Par-
liament, articles in various news papersand journals.
When the medical representatives under the banner
of Federation of Medical and Sales Representatives’
Associations of India (FMRAIL) and supported by

- CITU and All India Chemical and Pharmaceutical
Employees’ Federation gave slogan against IDPL
and started exponsing such corrupt practices of sri
Venkataraman and company, he started victimising
the medical repesentatives by way of dismissals,
transfers, false chargesheets, wage cut., which have
been found illegal by the High Courts: and also
derecognise their union and supportive unions.
Against such unfair practices the workers *and our
otganisations had to launch serious country wide
agitation which ultimately compelled the Govern-
ment of India to take action against Sri Venkata-
faman.

We, therefore, urre upon the Government of
India to bake Sri Venkataran an accountabie for his
mdeecs in JI JL. rescihve all victimisation issues
and restore norn.alcy in IDPL at the earliest.

16 THE WORKING CLASS

Plantation Workers

The 4th Conference of Plantation workers in
Karnataka held on 28th February 199! at Saklesh-
pur in Hassan District, pledged to carry forward the
decisions of the Calcutta conference of the CITU
and decided to popularise the same among all sec-
tions of the plantation workers in the State.

The confference demanded implementation of
Rs. 2 .50 as minimum wage as advised by Kar-
nataka State Minimum Wages Advisory Board. The
conference further demanded implementation of
Plantation Labour Act 1951 in all the plantations
failing which the owners should be punished.

While addressing the open session, Vimal Rana-
dive, General Secretary, All India Plantation Work-
ers Federation, condemned American imperialismfor its devastating war against Iraq and greeted the
workers for coming out massively against it. She
further called upon them to intensify the struggle -

against the imperialist backed divisive and commu-
nal forces in the country to safeguard its unity and
integrity. (

Com. Bimal Singha narrated the atrocities
committed y the Congresss J) regime in Tripura,
and emphasise! that the demoeratis people of
Tri ‘ura under the leadership of CP: (M> ani ITU
were repulsing these attacks. A sum of 5.30/- ollec-
ted on the spot from lan'aion workers was h nded
over o Com Bimal Singha asa token of solidarity
with the democratic ;eople of Tripura.

Com, S Sooryanarayana Rao, Vice President, CITU
urged upon the plantaion workers to tight unitedly
for the implementation of minimum wages as
recommended oy the Advisory Shari. C. Nanjun ia-
ppa, the newly elected Presiient of the Plantation
Workers Federation in Karnataka urged upon the
workers to 3 reagthen t..e organisation.

The delegate session was inaugurate1 by Com.
Vimal Ranadive and aidressed by ‘om. Bimal
Singha, Com. N. K. Upadhya and others. There wasa lively discussion on the nrief report placed oy Com.
V. Sukumar. In all 22 Jelegates including 5 women
spoke and gave valuavle suggestions to develo» the
organi arron. [n the total s‘rength of 152, including
delegates an o :servess, 44 wer: women. Th: con-
ference cle ted a 17 m-mber commi tee inc uding
C. Nanjundappa a. Preid:nt and V. Sukumar as
the S.creary. Fraternal organisa‘ions like SFI,
DYFI, angalore Jilla Hot | Karm kara Sangha,
extended greetings io the Conferenes.
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NPCC Management Plays Fraud with CITU Union

The management of central public sector under-
taking National Projects Construction Corpn. played
a fraud on the CITU affiliated NPCC Workers
Union of India and the NPCC Staff Association.
belonging to the INTUC, in collusion with the
AITUC affiliated NPCC Employees Federation.

It is to be noted that the CITU union, supported
by the Staff Association was engaged in a long drawn
battle against the management for their inclusion in
the wage negotiations. The management refused it at
the behest of the AITUC federation, whi.h wanted to
impose the wage agreements on al] the workers as arriv-
ed at with AITUC. The last agreement ad e.pired
in December, 1986. Th- manigement co nplicaed
the matter during the period by converting 1064 emp-
loyess to security guards and then retrenching them,
when they refused to accept the retrograde change.
The CITU union repeatedly invited the AITUC fede-
ration to launch united actions on both the issues of
wage settlement and reinstatement of the retrenched
employees, which the federation refused. The staff
union belonging to INTUC however supported the
CITU’s call.

The management however was compelled to call.
the CITU and INTUC in negotiations. But the
‘A:T C federation refused to sit alongwith CITU and

". INTUC, and the management broke down the nego-
tiations, resulting in a stalemate for a long time. It
however resumed negotiations with the CITU and
INTUC about a couple of months before without
AITUC, which continued till April 10 ona draft
prepared the management. he fraud played by the
management in collusion with the AITUC was reve-
aled on the day, whon it was found from the A TUC
journal ‘* rade Un on Record”’ of the Sth April that
the management had already signed an agreement
with the AITUC federation on 22nd March. Kee-
Ping this concealed, the management in. fact was
trying to get the signatures of the C TU and the
INTUC on same agreement signed with the A.TUC,

The agreement was retrograde in several respects
which the AITUC federation had surrendered.

pit denied reinstatement of all the retrenched emplo-
“"-yees. It denied back wages, continuity of service,

PF, gratuity, etc to those employees who have been
taken in. Moreover, the AILTUC agreed to their
reemployment as Security Guards only, which the
employees bad refused to accept. The CI! U deman-
ded their reinstatement within three months, but the
AITUC agreed to their reemployment in six phases
by six months, subject to vacancies. Further, the
AITUC has agreed to link their employment with
the wage settlement, the negotiations for which
would start from July, thereby under-revising their
waves. Even before the start of the wage negoti-
ations, the AITUC has also agreed that the new wage
settisment willbe for a period ofeight years, i.e. dou-
blethe usual period. [here are many other retrograde
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clauses in the agreement like barring of promotions
for three vears, curtailment of existing benefits like
accommodation, medical] reimbursement, etc.

By playing fraud with the CITU and the INTUC
and all the employees in general in collusion with
the management, the AITUC has termed this agree-
ments as ““NP.C Worker's Victory”. In a joint
letter to the management, the CITU and INiUC
rejected the agreement and desided to carrv forward
the struggle. ,

Meeting of Coal Federation
The Working Committee of the All India Coal

Worker’s Federation met at Calcutta on March 17
and 18 under the presidentship of M. K. Pandhe.
The Meeting discussed the developments since the
last meeting held in October and the impact of the
bi-partite agreement signed on December 27 at
Delhi. Explaining the significance of the agreement,
M. K. Pandhe pointed out that the proposed strike
of 7th January was primarily against the surreptitious
agreement between the coal management and the-INTU bypassing the JBCCI. The subsequent bipar-
tite agreement scuttled that agreement and provided
an additional benefit of 250/- as bonus, enhancement
of PF contribution to 10 percent and also gavea
concrete shape to pension. He also explained the
principled stand of the federation regarding produc-
tion and productivity linked bonus scheme and dis-
pelled the misgivings of the workers on this.

()

The meeting decided the following future course
of actions :

. (a) NCWA-1V is going to expire on 30.6.91.
Charter of Demands for NCWA-V to be prepared
and submitted to Coal Management; (b) Federation
should release its own intiative for campaigns on
new Charter of Demands and involve the workers at
all levels for preparation of the demands; (c) Jam-
paigns and movements for implementing the non-
implemented provisions of NOWA-IV are to be
strengthened, including that of achieving Rs 155/-
where it is yet to be fulfilled; (d) New heavy machi-
nes are coming in large numbers. Problems of
extensive mechanisation are to be studied in depth
and action to be evolved, keeping in view the inte-
rest of the new set of workers eployed for the
purpose; (e) Central Govt should be moved to take
measures for containing enviornmental hazards due
to heavy mechanisation and opening of more and
more O Ps on the line of steps taken by West
Bengal Government in this regard; f) Land-losers
problems shoul.1 be sought o be settled in line with
the agreement achieved in West Benzal through the
State government, (g) Efforts should be made for

(Cont'd on page 20)
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On First Death Anniversary

Remembering Comrade B.T.R.
E. Balanandan

On Sixth of April a year will be completed since
Comrade B.T. Ranadive breathed his last. A year
that has seen dramatic changes in the international
scene and has, also stood witness to tumultuous
developments in the national political arena, This
was a year when for the first time we greatly felt the
absence of the stalwart of the Indian working
class movement, Comrade BTR. Initiating himself to
the working class movement by organising textile
workers in Bombay, Comrade BTR chartered a long
and arduous path in the working class movement in
the country, After the break from the reformist
AITUC, it was Comrade BTR, who in the main
nurtured the CITU to strength and moulded it to
the position of being an important contingent of the
Indian working class movement, together with other
leaders and the countless cadres of the CITU.

On the occasion of his first death anniversary, i
join with all others in paving homage and deep res-
pect to this great architect of the Indian working
class movement We recall his contributions, the
revolutionary zeal and vision that he represented;
the class spectacle through which he viewed and
analysed each individual event, his teachings, the
single-minded devotion and dedication to the cause
he pursued Comrade BIR epitomised everything
thata communist and his cause is. Even when he
lived he was a 8) mbol of inspiration to us; his life and
work will continue to inspire generations and gene-
rations of communists and progress loving humanity.

Volumes upon volumes can be written about
Comrade BTR and his contributions. Confining my-
self to the Trade Union movement, | shall make a
humble effort to recall some issues that he had sought
to highlight, the pressing tasks that he had called
upon the working class to discharge in pursuance of
the objective of putting an end to the exploitation
of man by man.

In the pre-independence days, working among
the workers of Bombay, while raising their day to
day demands and organising them to struggle for -

better living conditions, BTR did not failto diaw
them into the struggle for freedom from British
imperialism. The strike by the workers of Bombay
in support of their brethern among the naval ratings
who rose in revolt against the British in 1946, isa
classic example of the deep insight and importance
he attached to drawing the working class into the
freedom struggle. He always emphasised the need for
linking up the day to day struggle of the working
class with the final objective of social transformation
and the leading role that the working class has to
play in the fulfillment of this objective.

Today when US imperialism has launched a
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renewed offensive against the Third World and
is secking to establish a new vorld order and
its hegemony world-wide, one recall Comrade
BTR ali the more. An anti-imperialist to the core
and never letting an opportunity pass without
reminding the peorle about the character of imperia-
lism, Comrade BTR led and guided several anti-—
imperialist struggles during the post second world
war reriod During the war itself, when initially it
was characterised as ‘‘inter-imperialist’’, it was from
detention at Deoli jail that he wrote the thesis obser-
ving the changed character of the war, after Hitler
embarked upon a suicidal path of seif-annihilation
by attacking the Soviet Union.

On another vital question we recall Com. BTR
today. He repeatedly warned against the communal
and divisive forces and pointed to the weakness of
the trade union movement to unitedly fight back the
booming offensive. ‘“‘When the country is being
plagued by the communal forces’, he said, ‘‘our
trade unions are engaged in militant struggles on
their economic demands, and the RSS and Shiv
Senas enter the trade unions to disrupt the class
unity.”” In the Bombay Conference in 1987 he said,’
“the Ramjanam Bhoomi issue intensified the com-"
muna! atmosphere all over the country. and many

—

cities and localities have become a power keg ready
for explosion’’. What he said has come true. Ex-
horting the working class movement to go be\ond
the economic demands and defend national unity

. against the imperialist backed divisive forces, he
wrote in the March 1989 issue of the Working Class,
“the initial process of unity which the trude union
movement starts is to be consolidated by continuous
ideological propaganda that the oppressed sections
have to stand united whatever may be their athlia-
tions. That is why the working class movement of
our country today is to be understood as a great
force of uniting people irrespective of religion and
faith and leading the battle for national unity against
the communal and divisive forces.’ Giving the
example of W Bengal ang Kerala, he said, “‘it is not
accidental that wherever the working class move-
ment is strong and wherever the Left and CPI(M) -

influence is strong, con.munalists of all shades are
deprived of their mischief making capacity. These
areexamples to show that once the working class is
roused, it can become the most consistent defender
of national unity. wage a fight against communalism
and intervene with its mass strength in communal
riots and put all fundamentalists to flight’. The
situation demands that Com. BTR’s guidelines have
to be implemented practically to put the communal
forces into straight jacket.

Comrades will recall BIR’s struggle against right
“revisionism and Left deviationism and sectarianism.
When the line of collaboration with the Congress
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was advocated, Com. BTR:rejected this line point-
ing out the fallacy of the pursuit of such a course
and advocated instead an altcrnative line, which
eventually led to the parting of ways in the united
Communist Party. When ultimately after a fierce and
consistent struggle the CP1iM) came into being,
Comrade BTR was elected to the C.C. and P.B.
while still under detention, for advocating the line
of peaceful settlement of the border dispute with
China. This was a period when leaders and cadres of
CPI(M) were hounded throughout the country for
committing the sin of advocating a peaceful solution.
Today, the whole country has reconciled to this line.
What for tren was Comrade BTR and others detain-
ed and persecuted ? What for were we termed anti-
national and as agents of China? and yet again
during the spurt of the naxalite movement when we
termed it as “Left Deviation, we were scoffed at.
What remains today of this movement ?

Whenwe parted company from the united CPI and
formed the CPI(M), Comrade BTR advocated that in
trade union we should continue working in the AIT
UC. However, our desire to maintain unity within the
trade union movement could not succeed. The then
dominant leadership of the AiTUC was determined
to disrupt the unity of the TU movement and foiling
all attempts to ensure democratic functioning, left us
with no other option but to leave the AITUC. The
convention held at Goa on April 9-10, 1970 in pre-
paration for the founding conference of the CITU

ing a broader unity of the working class that we had
mooted the idea of the formation of a confederation
of trade unions. This all encompassing untty is. to be
achieved at the level of the factory is not only with
the objective of fighting on day today demands of
the workers, but for effectively intervening in the
political struggle within the country and with the
ultimate objective of social transformation.

In conference after conference both at the State
and national levels, Comrade BTR used to emphasise
on the need for democratic functioning of trade
unions. He used to remark that the absence of
democratic functioning of unions is ‘a basic disease’
of the trade union movement in our country. Another
such remark that holds good even today, is, “‘in
most of the unions, is 1t a fact or not that the ordi-
nary worker is more of a guest in the union than the
man whose fortress it is, whose house it is, well
intentioned, honest men of integrity, but some of
‘them slowly become trade union bureaucrats, they
dominate the unions.”” It is indeed a tragedy that
even today inspite of the best of intentions, there is
a tendency amongst us to head several trade unions
at the sametime. In the process not only is the
democratic functioning of the concerned unions
suffering and there is over-concentration of power in
a few hands, but it also leads to a state in which the
leaders are not able to do justice of their responsi-
bilities thereby betraying the purpose for which the
workers had elected them to such high positions. In.

observed
: “the AITUC, which over long years had

Uerown as the rallying centre for all militant trade today’s conditions when the trade union movement
is called upon to discharge more and more responsi-

“unions in the country for carrying forward the united
struggle of the working class has ceased to be so due
to the class collaborationist policies...and is serving
as an instrument in their hands for splitting the
trade unions and disrupting the united struggle of the
workers...”’, and concluded, that, ‘‘a new all India
trade union centre should be established to carry on
the struggle for unity and to rally the entire working
class around consistent policies of class strugzle, and
for unleashing the united struggles of the workers
against the offensive of the ruling class.

At the founding conference in May, 1970 itself
the CITU raised the slogan of ‘‘unity and struggle”.
In his speech marking the conclusion of the con-
ference, Comrade BTR observed: ‘Our struggle is
struggle for the unity of the working class, unity of

pte
r.U. movement...T.U unity, unity for resistance

“means every worker whether he belongs to some
organisation or not, whether he is organised or unor-
ganised, must be rallied, on this or that issue, to
join the common class ‘struggle. And that is why we
must see today that the struggle for unity, which we
want, becomes the foundation of our activities...
unless it is united, the offensive cannot be met.’ The
unity that was sought fo be achieved then, inspite of
the advances made in this direction in the form of
the formation of the National Campaign Committee
of trade unions, the unity within the ranks of the
workers in various sectors, and the united struggles
that have been conducted on a host of issues, still
remains to be achieved. It is with the view of achiev-
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bilities, it can shoulder these and do justice to the
same only if proletarian methods of functioning and

. democratic methods of functioning are followed.

Elected as president of the CITU at its founding
conference. Comrade BTR continued to hold that
position till his death. A relentless crusader against
the capitalist system, Comrade BTR used every
occasion that came his way unfailingly remind us of
the plight of the unorganised workers, the discrimi-
nation and harassment of working women, the un-
told misery of the unemployed millions, of the
miserable and impoverished peasantry etc. He called
upon the working class to be in forefront of the
struggle for employment, to come to the aid of the
peasantry and fight against all sorts of discrimination.

Over the years, when he nurtured the CITU and
guided it from strength to strength and saw the
working class movement through thick and thin, he
used to congratulate us for the advances that we had
made and at the same time pointing out the huge
tasks that remain to be accomplished Time and
again he used to point out that merely organising the
workers and fighting for their day to day demands is
not the sole goal of the CITU While we should
organise workers primarily for the fulfilment of their
economic demands, we should not forget even fora
moment, the heavy responsibility that the work-
ing class has to discharge for achieving social trans-
formation. It is with this objective in mind that be
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used to emphasise the need for raising the level of
political consciousness of the working class. This is
a task that has to be taken up with seriousness.

Even after a year of his passing away we are still
filled with the deep sense of loss that his parting has
inflicted. To thousands of us who received sustained
guidance from him for decades, the loss has been
difficult to bear, a void that has been difficult to fill.
He was a pillar of strength to us His contribution to
the working class movement in the country will con-
tinue to inspire us. On the occassion of Com. BTR’s
death anniversary, I join with all of you in saluting
this gigantic hero of the working class, whose dedi-
cation, single-minded devotion and revolutionary
zeal and fervour we will foreover remember. His is
a memory we will cherish for long. While paying
rich tributes to him, we will have to pledge to carry
forward the unfinished tasks and follow along the
path shown by him and also pledge to uphold Com-
rade BTR’s rich legacy.

Death Anniversary of Com. BTR
Observed All over India

In pursuance of the decision of the Seventh
Conference of the CITU, the first death anniversary
of Com. B T Ranadive, the founder President of the
CITU and an outstanding stalwart of the Communist

_
Inovement of the country, was observed on April 6
all over the country by the unions and the State
Committees.

In Delhi a mass meeting of workes was orgabised
by Dethi State CITU at Constitution Ct b, which
was presided over by Samar Mukherjee. Among
those who spo e were H. K. S. Surjeet, M. Basava-
punniah, E. Balanancan and S B Bhardwaj.

In W. Bengal the day was observed in all the
districts and unions by holding innumarable pro-
gran mes. A (entral meeting was held at Shramik
Bhawan alcutta which was presided over by Rabin
Mukherjee. Maroranjan Roy. the State CiTu
President spo e elaborately on Co . BIR calling
upon the wor: ers to follow his revolutionary guide-
lines in their day today struggles.

Kerala and Tripura in the same manner observed
the day all over the state with central meetings at
Trivandrum and Agartala respectively.

Bihar observed the day all over the state and
ind strial cities. A mass meeting was he] at Patna
which was presided over by A N Singh and acdress-
ed among «'t ers by Ganesh Shankar Vidyart.i, the
State Secretary of CPI(M), Krishna Kant Sin h.
Sachidanand Singh and J S Majumdar, the State
CITU General Secretary. At Hatia in Ranchi a
public meeting was held whicb was addressed a ong
others by Ni.en Ghosh, Secretary, CITU and . handi
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Secretary.

Prasad, the State CITU President. At Jamshedpur
a biv meeting was jointly organised by various indus-
trial unions and other mass organisations like DYFI,
SFI and Janwadi Mahila Samity, whic: was add-
ressed among others by K K Tripathi, Jwala Sing.,
TN Singh and Narendra Mishra.

The CITU organised a mass meeting at Meerut
which was presided over by |) P Sharma and add-
ressed by Satpal Singh, Satya Prakash Shar a,
Laishmanlal Sharma, C P Singh, Rajenara Prasad
Sharma and others. At Dehradun the union. in
ONGC, Bank, LIC and others organised a_ eeting , |

which was addressed among others by S Debroye,g
Working Committee member of CITU.

The Haryana State Committee organised a public
meeting at Rohta , which was presided over by
Dharam Dev and addressed amony others by
Ragnuvir Singh Huda, the State CPI(M) Secretary

_

and Inderjit Singh, the State CITU President.

The Orissa Forest Mazdoor Union (CITU) orga-
nised a 1 eeting at Bhanjanagar, which wa: presided
over by K Praful Rao and addressed by Dardapani
Mohanty, Bimal Raha, Abhimanyu Goud:, A-hok
Mohopatra, Prashanta Bishnoi and Prafulla Nayak.

The Steel Workers Federation of India observed
the anniversary from April 5 to 7. At Calcutta
burdreds of the city based employees of the steel
industry attended a meeting which was addressed’.
among others by: Jibon Rov, Secretary, CITU and,
Vice President of SWFI. Inthe steel township o
Durgapur a two-day programme was held. On 6th
April a meeting of worsing women was held, which
was presided over by Dipali Bose and addressed by
Shyamali Gupta, General Secretary, AIDWA, Jibon
Roy and A Dakshi. ‘On th April the general meet-
ing was presided over.by Dilip Majumdar and add-
ressed by Mrinal Banerjee and Chittabrata Majum-
dar, the W. Bengal \State Committee General

The ' ederation of Medical & Sales Represen-
tatives Association of India \FMRAI) organised a
TU class at Vishakapatnamm on the occasion, which
was addressed by M K Pandhe, General Secretary,
CITU and Sukomal Sen, neral Secretary of the
All India State Government Employees Federation.

i
4

( from page 17)
|

intervention in the following matters: (i) Prob ems
arising out of deployment of contrac or’s workers in
Bhatti; (ii) Corruption in the management inviting
emplovment on disablement , lause(4.4.3,; (iii) incre-
ase in workload and multi- ob problem; (iv welfare,
wage of teachers, female workers problems, job
description and new categorisation problems at
Dankuni Coal Gas Plant, problems arising out of
di-ersion of job of Clearing & Forwarding from
Calcutta to Madrass 'ort; h, The fe ‘eration should
be strengthened roth organisationally and in terms
of activities y removing snags and achieving better
co-ordination among its units.
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Challenges before the Working Class
P K Ganguly

The May Day, 1991 has come with the working
class standing face to face with new challenges both
in the international and national situations. In the
international arena, the old battle of reform Vs
revolution is at its sharpest contradictions. This
ba tle is as old as the beginning of the 8-hour-work
movement itself during the second half of the Nine-

g teenth Century. when the ideological moorings were
given to it by Marx and Engels. The Hay Market
episode therefore instead of confining the movement
to the demand for eight hour work only, gave birth
to the pledge of ending the capitalist system itself
and capture of political power by the working class.
The capitalist class and its Governments therefore
lost no time to unleash an onslaught on the working
class. The reformist leadership of the trade union
movement acting as the labour lieutenants of the
capitalist class tried to emasculate the May Day
pledge of its revolutionary kernel. Yet, the Second
International guided by Engels and participated by
a host of revolutionaries internationalised the May
Day ‘m 1889, and decided that it should be observed
internationally from Ist May, 1890 with the revo-
lutionary pledge.

However, reformism took over again and the
'
lAmerican Federation of La our which had spear-
headed the May Day movement and gave the original
call for its observance internationally from Ist May,
1890, virtually withered away. The Second Inter-
national as well developed rightist orientations after
internationalising the revolutionary pledge and put
stress only on the immediate partial demands of the
working class to be focused in the May Days.

It was only Russia under the leadership of Lenin,
that carried forward the revolutionary pledge of the
May Day. In his famous Kharkhov speech ofMay
Day in 1900 Lenin demarcated the partial demands
as the demands of each category of workers placed
before their respective employers in the day to day
struggles with those demands of May Day having
revolutionary significance placed by the entire pro-
letariat before the State of the capitalist class.
Struggle by the entire proletariat with such demands

- $ymbolised the class struggle with the pledge of
capturing power by the working class to end the
system of exploitation.

History has recorded that wherever the pledge of
the May Day was carried forward with revolutionary
moorings given by Marx and Engels and the practi-
cal guidelines given by Lenin, like in Russia, China,
Vietnam and other countries, the social system was
changed and the working class became the ruling
class. One-third of the world became socialist in
the process.

However, history is replete with facts of intense
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struggle between reform and revolution as already
said. Dilution of the revolutionary essence of May
Day by the reformists enabled fascist Hitler to utilise
it to smash the trade union movement in Germany,
albeit temporarily. The point is, only capturing of
power by the working class does not automatically
lead to disappearance of the class enemy. The revo-
lutionary tradition of May Day and the Marxist-
Leninist tenets of dictatorship of the proletariat are
valid for all the times to eliminate the class enemy.
Otherwise the table can be turned again by im-
perialism. It is worthwhile to quote Lenin in this
respect :

‘And classes still remain and will remain in the.
era of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The dic-
tatorship will become unnecessary when classes dis-
appear: and without the dictatorship of the pro- .
letariat, they will not disappear”: and further, “‘the
transition from capitalism to communism takes an
entire historical epoch. Unless this epoch is over,
the exploiters inevitably cherished the hope of resto-
ration and this hope turns into attempts at resto-

.

ration.’’ (Vols. XXX and XXVIID).

The present international situation proves the
truth. It has revealed how reformism and revisionism
and deviation from the Marxist Leninist path helped
imperialism to turn the table again. With a new
concept of dialectics, by the Soviet leadership, the
presence of classes is being ignored and class struggle
abandoned. With a renewed onslaught of reformism,
attempts are being made to deideologise and depoli-
ticalise the tra e union movement to dislodge it
from its class moorings and to make proletarian
internationalism a cas.alty. The teachings of May
Day to struggle against war asa part of struggle
against imperialism is b:ing derecognised, that gave
a handle to US imperialism to unleash a most savage
war against Iraq.

However, the truth of Marxism-Leninism and
scientific socialism will confirm that the present
situation is only a temporary phase of ascendancy
of retorm over rev lution and imperialism over
socialism. In this period of sharpening of contra-
dictions of imperalism with socialism and with the
third world, the working class must recall and revive
the revolutionary pledge of the May Day and
launch intense struggle against imperialism, against .
U.S dream of new imp.rialist world order, against

_ reformism and défend socialism and the Marxist-
Leninist path Obviously the CLTU, which is wedded
to this path of scientific socialism, has to take the
lead in the country.

National Situation
In the national sphere the working clasa and the
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people are faced with the most critical situation ever
since the independence.The long rule of the Corgress
developing capitalism in compromise with the fecdal
remnants in an era when world capitalism, despite
the so called technological advancement is faced
with a phase of general crisis, has landed the country
in this critical situation.

The rule of Rajiv Gandhi and his formulation of
the new economic policy in 1985 have accelerated
the process of deterioration. The policy was a
sutrender to the demands of the World Bank and
IMF. Digging the grave of a self-reliant economy,
he announced unbriddied development of capitalism
and went ahead with systematic destabilisation of
the public sector. The result was. indiscriminate
liberalisation, deregulation, decontrol, invitation to
multinationals, high technology and computerisation.
Now his puppet Government of Chandrasekhar has
gone in for the IMF loan, decided for its second
instalment also and cut down the subsidies on food
grains. The conditionalities of the IMF have further
pushed him to go ahead aggressively with all the
abo-e measures only to further boost the private
sector, dig the grave ofa self-reliant economy further
deep and heap further miseries on the people and
the working class, making their tolerance go beyond
the elastic limit.

The net result of this economic rolicy can be seen
at a glance : Prices of all commodities going beyond
the reach of the common people. Inflation at a
double digit figure. Unemployment reaching an
alarming fguse of 35 millions, catching up with that
of all the OECD countries taken together and tend-
ing to smash the economy. Industrial closures and
sickness galloping to more than 2.5 lakhs throwing
tens of thousandsof workers jobless on the streets.
The rural poor have had to bear the worst brunt of
the economic policy. In absence of any land re-
forms their pauperisation has deepened with rural
upemplyment at over 70 millions. \

The external debt of the country has reached an
whooping figure of Rs. 1,25,000 crores with debt
service ratio reaching the dengerous level of 40 per
cent. Internal debt likewise has reached Rs. 145,000
crores. Rajivand his cohort Chandrasekhar have
brought the country to brink of a debt trap. Besides,
deficit financing and indirect taxation are being re-
sorted to in an unhindered manner to fleece the
common people. While this is the condition of the
people, the monopolists are having a bonanza under
the Congress rule, having doubled their assets during
Rajiv’s tenure.

The CITU had warned against the IMF tuned
policy on another count, that it is going to endanger
thenon-aligned foreign policy of the country This
came true when we saw the Congress supported
Chandrasekhar Government taking a shameless pro-
US policy during the Gulf war by giving refueling
facilities to the US war planes to Iraq.

The authoritarian character of the Cong(I) was
laid bare again immediately after it imposed the
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miniscule puppet Government on the people. The
Janata Dal(S) had no organisation in Assam and
Tamilnadu But atthe instance of Rajiv Gandhi it
dismissed both the elected Governments. The Con-
press(I) during its rule had kept the states virtually in
bondage under the centre. Its intolerance of
the left front Governments of W. Bengal and Kerala
making economic blockades against them and the
overthrorw of the left Front Government of Tripura
and unleasing a semi-fascist terror there, are all that
the working class has seen The working class itself
experien ed the worst attack on trade union rights
during Rajiv’s tenure. The most obnoxious Indus-
trial Relations Bill was introduced to put all trade
union activities and right to strike under straight
jacket.

But that is not the end of the story. In such a
deteriorating economic situation and growing attacks
on the democratic and trade union rights, when the
working class struggled for trade union unity trying
to develop united movements, the communal and
divisive forces of all sorts created havoc in the
country. The RSS-BJP-VHP with their communal
outcry, the Khalistanis in Punjab and the Jamaite-
Islamis and J K Liberation Front in Kashmir and
the ULFA in Assam with their secessionist demands
threatened to divide the people and the unity and
integrity of the country. In this situation, the
Cong(1) and then its puppet Chandrasekhar went on
compromising with these divisive forces only to,
remain in power, sacrificing national interest at thei
altar. They even ignored the presence of imperialisat
at the doorsteps conspiring and boosting these
divisive forces to destabilise the country It was
Rajiv Gandhi’s regime that removed Farooq
Abdullah and installed G M Shah, known for his
secessionist connections which worssned the condition
in Kashmir. It was Congress(I) that certified Bhin-
drawale as a Saint, and then had to kill him when he
became a Frankenstein. Jt was also Rajiv Gandhi’s
regime that dismissed the Barnala Government throw-
ing Punjab into the grip of the Khalistanis. It was
the same Rajiv Gandhi against that gave permission
to shilanyas at the disputed spot in Ayodhya boosting
the RSS-BJP-VHP combine-to create a communal
holocaust.

In this situation of political crisis that followed
the economic crisis, the fall of Governments in
quick sucession, the CongiI) which is responsible for*
the fall of the N F Government bv voting with the
communal BJP against the secular stand of V P.
Singh, has the audacity of claiming for stability.
The Cong(I) itself is responsible for the unstable
situation due to its pro-monopolist, pro-multina-
tional and pro-feudal economic pclicy and its com-
promise with divisive forces. The Cong(I) stability
means stability for the monopolists, stability for
the multinationals, stability for the authoritarian
forces and stability for the divisive forces and
sacrifice of the non-aligned foreign policy.

—

Out of this crisis of course, the silver lining has
emerged in the form of the Left-N.F. combine. The

(Cont'd on page 24)
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Stabilityand Social Justice
Jibon Roy '

A horrendous crime committed in a village under
Mathura Distt of UP just at the very recent past got.
spilled away with the campaign dust of 10th Lok
Sabha election. All the New Delhi moraing editions
of 3{st March, 9! have reported with descriptive
details on the barbaric lynching of two young men
anda teen aged girlin Mehbrana village. The so
called offence of the victims was that one Harijan
youth developed an affair witha girl from higher
caste and another friend of them helped their associ-
ation. The press has vouched without any ambiguity
that the crime is executed to satisfy the upper caste
revenge against ‘untouchables’. The flogging was
ordered by a self proclaimed village panchayat made
of a particular caste which dominates the village.

The crime is bestial in character and exposes the
most heinous state of psyche. The village, probably
a model one in the promised Ramrajya of Advaniji.
The incident, as usual, could cause very little public
concern. The divisive ideologies which since long
being planted in the psychogenic structure of Indian
people with all precisions seems to have started to
deluge the very bottom level of society. Persistent
process of divisive activities, intermittent violence in
different parts of the country combined with ideolo-
gisation of such violence probably have already
created enough social tolerance towards outrages
against backward classes and religious minorities.
The passive attitude of the democratic masses, not
exclusive of the working class, towards hundreds of
communal and caste atrocities pin points the colossal
blackhole in the domain of national unity and also
the greatest impediment to our trade union movement.

Criminalisation is Inherent in the System

The country which is acredited with the record
of 58, 505 numbers of heinous atrocities on scheduled
castes between 196 & 1989, atleast 42 riots which
claimed 993 valuable lives and 6215 dowry deaths
during 1988 & 1989 is being offered stability both
by Cong(I) and BJP without presenting any socio-
econmic alternatives. Afterwards during Advaniji’s
Rathyatra in 1990 heads rolled all over the country.
It is amusing being unconcerned of the ground
realities the political platform of BJP has sought
expressively a type of stability which would establish
the hegemony of the majority community over the
religious minority. The Cong(l) party wants the
people to believe that its blank fritualities of secula-
rism divorced from the question of eliminating the
basic causes of communal disharmony would autom-
atically place the country in stability. !t is inconte-
stable that the current instability in our political
system flowing from precarious economic situation
having found its expression through caste and comm-
unal ridden society is bursting out of serious fusion.
This situation is being utilised by divisive forces and
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the imperialists.

Engulfed With Cruelty
The process is engulfing the entire social system

with inhuman cruelty and the incident in Mathura
is its expression. It is horrifying that the parents of
those three unfortunate voung boys and girl had been
forced to tighten the noose around the necks of
their kinds. Whata terrible downfall of humanity!
The social tolerence to such cruelty forms the basis
of such degradation of human sense. The big bour-
geois which manages state power, mainly led by the
Congress Party, has manipulated such degraded
values into the social polity. This has resulted in
the inetrmittent continuity of atrocities against the
backward classes and the Muslim minorities. Still,
it is amusing, the ruling parties of our country, boast
about administration, judiciary and other organs—
about the neutrality of state power in world’s
biggest democracy.

The Source of Primitive Accumulation

The Congress(I) party which has assured stability
have allowed the ruling classes during the course of
its 40 years rule to cultivate the archaic feudal fabric
for ruthless exploitation of the poor peasant mass in
the name of communal and caste divide of society.
Except in the left-front ruled states like West Bengal
and Kerala or erstwhile left: front ruled Tripura all
States concerning land reform generally remained
unimplemented in the country. Feudal lords are
allowed to the contrary to rob the lands of millions
of poor peasants who belong to backward classes and
miuslim minorities. The stride of industrial develop-
ments, construction of dams, communication net-
works have uproocted millions more from even their
dwelling places. Their labour have been ruthlessly
entrusted to form the basis of industrialisation
but the system of filling the Govt coffer through
indirect taxation makes the people further paupers.

The social cruelty is nothing but the reflection of
the cruel process of primitive accumulation of capi-
tal by Indian capitalists. The backward classes and
the Muslim minorities together represent more than
80 per cent of the Indian population But the budg-
etary provisions in the Union and States on account
of education, health, social welfare etc plough almost
nothing to these section of the population Except
in those cases of provision for statutory reservation,
the percentage of employment in public sector and
govt offices is almost negligible and is further decli-
ning. The feudal, monoooly and imperialist exploi-
tation have made the backward classes and the Mus-
lim minoritiesin the countryside not proletariats but
paurers and destitutes. Millions of such peasantry
evicted from the lands have not been simultaneously
absorbed in the industries, because the Indian indus-
trial growth is itself in doldrum under bourgeois-
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landlord rule.

Almost the entire strength of 10 crores child
labour in India have come from these stratas of tie
society. The overwhelming majority of Indian illiter-
ates are supplied by them through which the country
ranks first in the world of illiteracy.
Responsibility Lies With the Congress

During the periods of entire anti-imperialist
struggle and its post independence rule, the Congress
party allowed itself to be haunted by the theory of
dual nationality theory of the religious fundament-
alism, though as a parity it has never officially com-
promised with that position. During independence
struggle it bad refused to bring out the movement
from the revivalist moorings and practically denied
its linkage with the anti feudal struggle. After
independence, its dominant section of leadership
actively fanned communalism of all shades to suit
its narrow electoral interests. It will not be inappro-
priate to mention that the origin of the very
Khalistani fundamentalism and its flourishment is
the result of opportunism of Congress party. | ven
during the !989 election it has allowed Shilanyas at
the disputed land of Ayodhya and started election
campaign from the very place chanting Ramrajya
slogan.

Overwhelming section of the Congress leadership
believes in the sanctity of caste division in the Indian
society. This, alongwith the party’s compromise
with Jandlordism has ultimately rendered even its
campaign against untouchability into hoax. This
wrong ideological perception combined with the
policy of compromising with the feudal and imperi-
alist interests by a -olitical party which had been the
guiding factor of the independence struggle and
ruled the country tor long forty years have fragmen-
ting effect on the Indian nationalism which itself is
multinational in character. These compromises
have again restricted the newly independent country
to emerge asa nation, with all of its requisites in
medern world.

New Awakening
Advancement of democratic movement coupled

with the amazing progress of communication and
spread of media system have brought about a new
awakening amongst backward classes, specially of
its educated youth detachment. The very sense of
indignity is chasing them to the quest of self-respect.
Progressive participation of backward classes in
demucratic movement, developing resistance to exer-
cise franchises against muscle powers and above ali
growing militancy amonest the agricultural and other
unorganised workers reflect the new trend. On tne
other side, asa part of the dilectical process the
opposite forces initiated mobilisation with unprece-
dented vengeance.

Desperate Landlordism—Danger to
Parliamentarianism :

Floating of private army bs the rural elites has
emerged as a regular feature in the country. tesides,
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the Senas like green brigade of Haryana, purely
caste oriented private armies are being built up.
S.:nas like Brahmarish (Bhumihar), Kunwar ( Rajput)
etc., are ruthlesly penetrating into the rural
areas of Bihar to protect landlordism.

What is most dangerous is that the feudal fords
and the princes have come out in a massive way in
support of all type of parochial ideologies. Either
it is Hindu fundamentalism, Khalistani or Muslim
fundamentalism or other type of separatism. Work-
ing over that reactionary ideological base, imperia-
lists are flourishing the theory of religion based
nationalism, which BJP has made the main platform
for the ensuing 10th Lok Sabha election. It is of
concern that despite the failure of having nation on
the basis of Islamic identity not only in the compo-
site states like Cyprus, Lebanon, Sudan but also
religiously Muslim dominated countries like Pakis-
than (undivided), Egypt, Syria and Iraq. the slogan
of Hindu identity could find some way in India.
Thanks to Indian feudalism and its obscurantism.
The countries which choose religious identity as the
basis of formation of nations have finally made the
path to autocracy.
No Alternative to Equity and Social Justice

Despite the current condemnation of the policy
of equity, the history ba. amply pioved that no
country in third worlu can survive without it. Main
cause of the current instability in India is the refusal
of the ruling parties primarily Congress, to extend
minimum semblance of social . justice to millions.
of Indian people stigmatised as backward cla-ses
ani muslim minorities. Congress party in its ele-
ction manifesto for the ensuing elec ion has put
forward no alternative proposal. to reverse their
old position while the platform of BJP is to disme-
mber India. In such a situation only the new plat-
form of the National Front- Left « ombine has
put forward the alternative programme based on
social justice and equity

( from page 22)
May Day has come this year under such critical
situation calling upon the working class and the peo-
ple to choose a Government in the wake of its
observance. The election is crucial. With the revo-
lutionary pledge of the May Day, the working class
must reject the Cong(!) and BJP and ensure victory
of the Left N F candidates in every state to ensure a
self reliant economy, free from the dictaters of the
World Bank and IMF, democracy and social justice
to the backward classes and safeguard of the unity
and integrity of the country and non-aligned foreign
policy, which are the pre-conditi:-ns f ra stable govt.
that can deliver the goods to the people.

The May Day pledge however exhorts the work-
ing class to carry forward the struggle beyond the
elections with the slogan of left and democratic
unity by mobilising all the trade unions to wage
united mass movements to bring about a change in
the correlation of class forces. National integration
has to be kept at the forefront of the struggles,:
because even if defeated in the elections, the divisive
and communal forces will continue to create havoc.
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| Seventh Conference of CITU
Calcutta, February 12-17, 1991

Resolutions

(We are printing hereunder the third and final
set of resolutions adopted in the seventh CITU con-
Serence—Ed).

On Unorganised Workers

44 The Seventh Conference of the CITU congratu-
lates the workers in the unorganised sector of indus-
tries for the militant struggles launched since the
last Conference held in Bombay, braving all repre-
ssive measures by the police and thereby improving
their minimum wages in several states The confe-
rence congratulates the various state committees for
their efforts to penetrate in this vast sector of the
most down trodden sections of the working class and
having increased their membership in several states.

The conference particularly appreciates the mili-
tant strike struggles organised during the period at
Delhi which created an all India impact. Big stru-
ggles including strike actions were waged in UP,
Punjab, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, |

Kerala etc., West Bengal organised the biggest rally
of unorganised workers in the country mobilising

ver one lakh workers.
\

The struggle launched by the CITU could mobi-
lise various sections of the unorganised workers and
several other trade unions into joint actions in seve-
ral states. The conference however, notes that an
all India action programme could not be launched
under the banner of NCC despite the efforts made
by the CITU.

The conference however, draws the attention
of the state committees that the struggles of the
unorganised workers are yetto take an all India
shape. Efforts to mobilise these workers into conti-
nuous actions are still lacking in several states.
Despite wresting concessions from the employers the
mini 'um wages of most sections of these workers
still remain below the poverty line even. In various
sections their wages are delinked with the consumer
price index. Exploitation of women workers and
child labour are worse. Social security measures and
other demands are still denied Working conditions
are deplorable. Since over whelming majority of
the unorganised workers belong to the backward
castes, they are victims of caste exploitation.

The Conference, therefore, calls upon all the state
committees to redouble their independent activities
to penetrate into the various sections of the workers
in the unorganised sector in a systematic manner,
form their unions and mobilise them into militant
struggles, so as to launch all India movements inclu-
ding strike actions. The charter of demands for the
unorganised workers as formulated in the Kanpur
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General Council meeting in July 1990 should be
taken as the general zvideline. However, considering
the varying service conditions prevailing in the states,
the states have to plan their approach ina flexible
way accordingly to achieve the demands througha
coordinated movement on an all India level. While
carrying forward independent actions, efforts to draw
in other trade unions should be made simultaneously
to launch joint actions in every state, which will faci-
litate the launching of all India action programmes
jointly with other trade unions.

On Workers Participation in Management
The Seventh Conference of CITU welcomes the

step taken by the National Front Govt in introduc-
ing a Bill in Parliament on Worker’s Participation in
Management.

The conference considers that the bill has to be
improved upon to bring in line with the conclusions
arrived at the seminar held in Delhi on 8th & 9th
January 1990. The bill must provide for 50% wor-
ker’s participation in all the three participative levels, -

instead of the provision made for only 13% repre-
sentation to workers at the Director’s Board level.

As agreed to in the bi-partite committee for new
industrial relations law, all employees, except the
executives, should be treated as workmen for the
the purpose of the Bill, and there shall be no sepa-
rate category based constituency. Worker’s represen-
tatives will be directly elected by secret ballot from
a single constituency. Provision may be made for
representation of the executives, in proportion to
their strength at all levels. The Bill must specifically
provide for equal rights and authority for he wor-
ker’s representatives with the management in all the
participative l-vels as well as access to all books of
accounts and documents.

The conference wishes to point out that the
National Front Govt was in constant discussions
with the Central TU and political party represen-
tatives on these amendments and other lacunae till it
was unseated.

The conference views with grave concern, the
conduct of the Chandrasekhar Govt of discontinuing
the process and shelving the Bill itself The confe-
rence demands hat the Government immediately
resume the process of discussion, rectify the lacunae
and take steps to pass the Bill in the current budget
session itself.

The conference calls upon all trade unions and
workers, irrespective of affiliations to mobilise the
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workers and compel the Government to accede to
this demand.

On Right to Work
This 7th ail India conference of Centre of Indian

Trade Unions be ng held on 12-17 February 1991. at
Calcutta, notes with serious concern the menacing
growth of unemployment in the country consequent
upon the capitalist path of development followed by
the Congress since independence and calls upon the
working class to develop powerful movement for
“Right to Work’’for all, ensuring broad mobilisation
behind it. The registered urban unemylo ment has
already reached 3.5 crores and if the rural unemp1y-
ment figure is added to it, the same would exceed
10 crores which accounts for 25% of the total work
f'rce. Again increasing sickness and clos.res of
industrial units has been adding further t : this huge
reserve of the unemploye).

The situation has already created severe rest-
lessness in the society and if not given due attention
by the democratic movement with working «lass in
its leadership, it would be wholly utilised by the
divis've forces to fan the flame of the separatist
movement by dechannelising the mounting disc on-
tent of people.

The decision by the National Front Govt to
enshrine ‘Right to Work’ as fundamental right in
the Constitution has generated high expectations
among the re ple. But the economic policy followed
by the Na ional Front Govt did not indicate any
r orientation to make the Right to Work meaning-
ful. Present Chandrasekhar Govt is totally blind
to his problem.

The conference likes to stress that without basic
structural reforms in the economy by way of sociali-
sation of means of production, “Right to Work”
cannot be guaranteed meaningfully Neverthless even
within the present set up, measures like radical land-
reforms ending monopolistic landholding and effec-
tive step$ to curb the monopoly houses and multi-
nationals can create enough vitality within the
economy to generate a much better employment
situation. Hence it is the task of the organised
working class movement to develop such socal
movement which would expose the real face of the
ruling party and the same time put pressure on the
Government to reorient its policy in the required
direction The conference notes with satisfaction the
initiative taken by the Steel Workers Federation of
India on the issue of “Right to Work’ and organising
the all India convention at Durgapur, wherein the
Approach Paper on the subject was adopted. This
conference endorses the Aprroach Paper, which
would form the basisto develop a common under-
Standing among the entire TU movement. The
conference commends CITU’s initiative in organis-
ing a seminar on the subject, in which other Central
TUs and mass organisations of youth. students, pea-
sants and agricultural labourers participated.

The conference urges upon the working class to
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regenerate the pace to unite the entire democratic
movement in abroad based struggle on “Right to
Work’’ for all and calls upon the trade union
movement to extend active support to the call given
bv the students and youth organisations to observe
28th March, 1991 as ‘Anti-Unemployment Day’ all
over the country so as to create the stage fora
broad platform in the struggle.

On Construction Workers
The Seventh Conference ofCITU held at Calcutta

from February 12 17, 1991 notes with anguish the
deplorable condition of the workers of the construc-
tion industry, one of the biggest job producin
industries in the country, dominated by the private®

|

sector. ;

The trade union movement have since long been
demanding a Central Legislation for the construction
workers in view of the specific nature

ofthe industry,which the Cong (1) Governments had consistently
dented. The apathy of the Government to bring in
any legislation encouraged the employers to perpe-trate ruthless exploitation of the workers. There is
no job security, no wage policy, no fixed hours of
work and no social security measures There is
open discrimination against the women workers.
Their specific demands like creche, maternity benefits
etc. are totally denied. Due to total lack of safety
Tules, the number of accidents in the construction
industry in India is the largest in the world. Con-
ditions of the major section of the contract and/\.
migrant workers engaged in various sectors of the:
industry are like bonded labour Even the few*
public undertakings in the industry engage contract
labour.

To satisfy the Builders’ Association of India, an
organisation of the private sector employers, the
Rajiv Government had introduced a legislation in
the Parliament which was rejected by the CITU, the
National Campaign Committee for Central Legisla-
tion in Construction Industry and -by other trade
unions, as it did not take into consideration the
workers’ demands for a Construction Labour Board
with the power to recruit and regulate employ-
ment.

The National Front Government however, deci-
ded to introduce a legislation as per the conclusions
ofa national seminar convened by it on the subject.
But it could not be materialised as the Government
was toppled.

The conference demands of the Chandra Sekhar
Govt to introduce the Bill forthwith, which must
include among other demands the provision for a
Construction Labour Board with powers to recruit
and regulare employment. The Conference calls
upon the workers in industry to step up their strug-
gles in pursuance of the demands.

Contract Workers
The Seventh Conference of the CITU held at
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Calcutta on 12-17 February, 1991 notes with serious
concern at the growing deplorable conditions of the
-contract workers all over the country.

The conference notes that side by side with the
shrinkage of permanent force, the number of con-
tract workers is increasing in leaps and bounds in
all sectors of industry—private. public and Govern-
ment run departmental undertakings, which off load
more permanent jobs to contractors.

The conference is disiressed to note that t is vast
_
section of workforce is most ruthlessly exploited.
Substantial sections ofworkers in the work of peren-
“nial nature are yet retained as contract workers for
years. They are denied occupational wages, the
labour laws, statutory security benefits like PF, ESI,
maternity benefits gratuity, etc. and have no secu-
rity of service.

In most cases they virtually work like bonded
labourers. Even the so-called Contract Labour
(Regulation and Abolition) Act 1970 has proved to
be a hoax even in its limited sphere. The enforce-
ment machinery of all these legislations remain on
paper.

The CPWD under the Government of India even
defy the supreme court order to pay the contract
workers at par with permanent workmen. The SAIL
management has threatened to close the SAIL stock
yard, if workers insist on implementation of Supreme
ourt order to discontinue contract system of em-

‘ployment. In a most atrocious discriminatory
practice, undertakings like Railways, Port & Dock,
BHEL etc refuse to admit contract workers in their
own hospitals for treatment.

‘t

The conference demands that (1) A legislation be
brought forward prohibiting contract system in the
work of permanent nature in all sectors of industry.
(2) All existing contract Jabour in all industries be
regularised. (3) Immediately, all contract workers in
all sectors be paid occupational wages; all statutory
benefits and all labour laws and other service condi-
tions be applicable to them. (4) All basic amenities
like drinking water, rest sheds, canteens etc be ex-
tended to the contract workers.

This conference while extending all support to
the fighting contract workers throughout the country
calls upon all TUs and permanent w ra:es to orga-

- mise and lead their struggles to win the above
demands.

On Textile Industry
This Seventh Conference of the CITU congratu-

lates the workers in the textile industry for waging
continuous struggles to protect their service security,
for better service conditions and in pursuance of the
demand for nationalisation of the industry.

During the period after the Bombay conference
CITU made efforts to launch joint actions with other
trade unions in the industry, and mass signatures
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were placed to the Lok Sabha Speaker demanding a
new textile policy and nationalisation of the industry.
Through independent actions, however, the CITU
was successful in giving an all India shape to the
movements taking all the three seetors of the indus-
try together. A successful rally was held before the
Prime Minister’s place at New Delhi which was
participated by about 3000 workers from all the
three sectors and the NTC mills from all the textile
centres of the country. An All India Co-ordination
Committee was also formed to carry forward the
movement on all India level. Several strikes struggles
were launched in several states by the CITU.

However, the conference notes with concern that
due to the new textile policy formulated by the
Rajiv Government, the crisis in the industry conti-
nues to deepen, equally affecting the mill sector,
powerloom and handloom sectors, as well as the
NTC mills. Closures ard sickness have become the
feature of the industry. While large number of
workers are being thrown into the ranks of the job-
less, those stil] in job are under constant threat of
losing it. Over 150 mills are closed now and more
than two lakh workers are jobless. The badli and
casual workers are worst affected. Modernisation
has helped neither in increased production by mill
sector, nor in increased exports. On the contrary,
production in the mill sector has been progressively
declining, it has created redundancies and increased
the prices of cloth, bitting hard the common people
who are already hard pressed due to lack of pur-
chasing power, leading to glut of cloth in the
market.

The powerloom sector experienced similar dete-
rioration. There has been a mushroom growth of
powerlooms, as the mill owners are switching over
to powerloom for cheap labour. Despite producing
over 50 percent of the total cloth production, the
workers have no protection of the labour Jaws or
any social security measures and have to live on
extremely low wages.

The situation in the vast handloom sector is still
worse. The weavers are in a state of pauperisation
earning wages below the poverty line. They do not
get even the required 50 percent quota of hank yarn
from mills according to the Government’s scheme of
hank yarn obligation. Most of the 22 items
reserved forthe handloom sector are produced in
the other sectors, thus adversely affecting the wea-
vers. At the same time, the pro-synthetic policy
has adversely affected the cotton growers making
them destitutes. A number of suicide cases were
reported during the period.

Sickness in the public sector NTC mills is gro- —

wing. The Government has started merging together
several NTC mills, which is a virtual closure affec-
ting thousand of workers, The workers are denied
wages and other service conditions at par with other
public sector undertakings.

In the above circumstances, the conference calls
upon the state committees and the unions to step up
the struggles for a new textile policy in consultation
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with the trade unions, which will benefit the workers
and the people, with the central demand for nationa
lisation of the industry and its functioning with
genuine participation of workers in the management.

On Coal Industry
The Seventh all India conference of Centre of

Indian Trade Unions expresses serious concern over
the non-fulfilment of targets in the coal industry
particularly when the country is passing througha
serious energy crisis.

The conference notes that it is the mismanage-
ment and corruption in the management coupled
with totally misconceived approach ofmechanisation
and modernisation with utter disregard to the geo-
mining conditions of the mines, that has brought
the industry to crisis in all fronts—its productivity,
profitability and safety etc. And taking advantage
of the situation, the pro-privatisation lobby in the
country have been making an alibi for denationali-
sation of the Coal Industry.

Today the coalfields, even after nationalisation,
particularly the older ones have been facing severe
problem of subsidence and inundation of undergr-
ound mines, gas, fire etc owing to the legacies of
unscientific and uncontrolled mining Operation. The
Situation is being further agravated by haphazard
and unscientific mechanisation. There is no perspec-
tive planning for modernisation; machines are being
brought more in the interest of its sellers—the
multinational and foreign companies, with loans
from World Bank. Such imported machines often
prove unsuitable, such as Longwall machines impor-
ted from UK which resulted in fatal accidents in
the ECL, WCL collieries due to collapse of the
machine. Further, interest is being shown by the
authorities to highly mechanised open cast mining
which may show relatively higher output immedia-
tely but would endanger the very foundation of the
industry in the long run.

The conference further notes that the import of
coking coal at a prohibitive price by the Govt is also
having severe negative effect on the industry and the
economy asa whole. It also wipes out thousands
of jobs in the mines, washeries with consequential
reduction of job in the engineering, services and the
ancillary industries, The unholy collusion between
the contractors and management leading to the
regular off loading of permanent jobs to contractors
in the industry is also assuming alarming pro-
portion.

The conference notes that the neglect by the
management of the problems of the displaced pers-
ons created due to expansion of mining operation by
the managements and the Govt has created a serious
situation of restlessness in the entire areas. The
conference demands that the land owners and the
occupants of the taken over plots should be treated
as displaced persons eligible for compensation
employment, and rehabilitation. The Central Govt
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should make arrangements for stabilisation of the
affected minining areas which have become uneafe
for the inhabitation, The Govt should also adopt
measures for reclamation of the left outopen cast
mines, to restore normal condition. The conference
greets the trade unions working in coal industry
under the leadership of CITU for their remarkable
endeavours for this. The conference hails the full
support of the left front Govt of West Bengal for
the purpose.

The conference notes with concern the increasing
spate of accidents and fising toll of lives which
expose the miserable position of safety in the indu
Stry, leading to loss of production besides

humge-lives. 1:
The conference also notes with concern the alar-

ming ecological imbalances being created by indisc-
riminate cutting of trees in the mining areas and due
to greater stress on open cast mining etc by the coal
managements.

The situation demands most broad based and
determined struggle of the workers against the disa-
strous policies and practices of the managements.
The trade union movement in the industry is called
upon to adopt alternative approach on each and
every vital issue relating to the industry. It should
fight for modernisation in the form that suits mining
conditions and at the same time ensure full utilisa-
tion of man power available and takes care of the
potential of indigenous industry. It should fight 4
ensuring safety of workers and the public, Tt

effective management for investment, production.
distribution and pricing ‘with import substitution
aproach.

The conference notes with satisfaction the initi-
ative taken by CITU unions in the coal industry in
fostering broadest uhity of the coal workers’ move-
ment. It greetsthe coal unions for the success in
defeating the attempt of the management-INTUC
combine to impose on the workers, a most retrograde
agreement signed with IN1 UC bypassing the JBCCI
and concluding a fresh agreement ensuring higher
benefits to workers. The conference also endorses
the 12 point charter 01 demands adopted by joint
front of coal workers’ for fighting against disruption
disunity, malpractices of the management and apathy
of the Government.

On Steel Industry j /

The Seventh Conference of CITU held at Calcutta
expresses its grave concern at the basic policy shift
by the Govt of India in production of steel and mass
consumable steel products to export orientation and
consequent scaling down of the plan target of stecl
production. it f rther condemns the Government’s
decision to further open the steel industry to private
sector.

The conference notes with resentment that des-
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pite only 22 kg per capita contumption of steel in
India which is extremely low compared to the world
average, the Cong (1) Govt at the centre has shifted
the priority of industrialisation based on mass com-
sumables of steel product and has abandoned the
policy of massive augumentation of stee! production
capacity in public sector which has hitherto been
the general policy frame. This has reflected in the
low percentage of budgetary allocation for steel
during the 6th plan and 7th plan and also in setting
the target of only 22 million tonnes of steel produc-
tion to be achieved by the end of the twentienth

| century. The negative attitude of the Govt has resul-

fed
in shelving of the proposal for steel plant at

‘Paradip and Vijaynagar and delay in commissioning
of Visakhapatnam plant and also modernisation of
Rourkela and Durgapur plants. Further, the deci-
sion for modernisation of IISCO has been stalled,
thereby threatening the very existence of this pioneer
steel plant of the country.

The denigration of public sector steel industry
by the Central Govt has been further manifested in
the fact that licensing limit for the private enter-
preneurs has been increased from 2.5 lakh tonnes to
1 million tonnes Added to this, is the almost open
door indiscriminate licensing tc the private sector
for special steel production which has threatened the
viability of the Alloy Steel Plant Durgapur and the
Salem Steel Plant. Further extensive licensing to

_, private sector for sponge steel and scrap-based mini

pee plant has provided base for the private sector
n steel industry and exposed the public sector to
unequal competition because of various advantages
enjoyed by the private sector including low overhead
expenditure.

The public sector’s share of saleable steel produc-
tion has slided from 77.80% in 1982-83 to 54.07%
in 1988 89 and in 1990 it could cater only around
48% of total demand of home market. Whereas in
1979-80 the share of steel industry in the total invest-
ment in public sector was 19.21% in 1988-89 it has
come down to only 8.69%.

Import in the form of special steel and capital
goods including those under OGL has been casting
a severe adverse effect not only on the public sector
but also on the total steel industry in general and
this situation is further aggravated due to indiscrimi-

\ nate export of precious iron ore from the country,‘ the quantity being 33 7 million tonnes in 1989-90
which constitutes around 8 to 9 percent of total
export.

Apart from the foregoing facts the common
phenomenon of corruption at the top level of
management, political jugglery in the appointments
of executive posts and the menace of off-loading
jobs to contractors are also greatly hampering the
growth of public sector steel industry.

All these denote a departure from the basic
policy of expanding the core sector of industries like

MAY 1991

steel in public sector, and thrust of industrialisation
relying on expansion of home market, preservation
of scarce resources from being flushed out of the
country and thus constitute a threat to self-reliance.

The conference demands of the Govt to restore
the policy of preservation of the steel sector. It
demands concrete measures to be taken by the Govt
to augument the steel production eapacity of the
nation and modernisation of the old units combined
with expansion of capacity. It calls upon the trade
union movement to raise its voice against the cons-
piracy of the World Bank-IMF and multinationals
monopoly capital nexus to sabotage the public sector
steel industry with the intention to privatise the
entire steel sector.

On Oi} & Petroleum Industry

The Seventh All India Conference of CITU held
at Calcutta expresses concern at India’s growing
dependence on petroleum and petroleum product
import and at the Government of India’s callous
attitude towards attaining self-reliance in this vital
sector of industry. It notes with anxiety that during
eighties when the consumption of petroleum and
petroleum products in the country increased by
100% to.reach 58 million tonnes, in the current year
the indigenous production is almost stagnating at 34
million tonnes since 1985-86 with the consumption
trend showing evidence of further rise in future.
According to Energy Ministry’s estimate by 1999-
2000, the demand will go to 101.26 million tonnes.

The Conference expresses further concern at the
sudden rise of the petroleum prices in the interna-
tional market shooting India’s import bill by Rs.
5000 crores which may multiply further if the Gulf
war lingers. The Gulf crisis has once again vindica-
ted the urgency of reaching self-reliance in the indus-
try at the earliest.

Since the nationalisation of the petroleum indus-
try in 1956, no effective steps were taken to achieve
self-reliance in the field of exploration which has
resulted not only to the excessive foreign depen-
dence, but also inthe non tapping of the existing
resources This weakness is leading the country to-
wards dependence also in other fields. Notwith-
standing the fact that the Govt. had allowed the
retention of a number of foreign oil companies in
the exploration and distribution till 1981, many
more are being invited in various forms of experti-
sation.

The conference further registers its vehment pro-
test against the Central Govt’s decision for allowing
the multinational companies and big business houses
to enter the oi] industry and that too on production
sharing basis. It is alarming to note that 71 blocks
have been identified by ONGC to be alloted to fore-
ign companies and further there 1s proposal to lease
out refining capacity to overseas companies. Con-
ference further demands that the reported decision
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of ONGC to minimise exploration work at Tripura
by withdrawing the rigs should be reversed and
necessary investment must be made to continue the

operation.

The Conference demands of the Govt to take
vigorous initiative in the field of exploration, and
also conservation of petroleum and natural gas thro-
ugh which India can become self sufficient. The
raising of production rate to 1.5 per cent of the
established geological reserve of 3700 million tonnes
can shoot up the ONGC’s annual production to 50
million tonnes from existing 33 million and this rate
is achievable if proper administrative and technical
measures are taken and meaningful workers’ parti-
cipation in management is ensured. Similarly, Oil
India can produce another 4 million tonnes. Due to
lack of planning and absence of conservation tech-
pology, for every 12 million cubic metre of gas pro-
duced at Bombay High, 4 million cubic meters are
burnt up ard in Assam out of 6 million cubic metre
more than 3 million cubic metre is flasbed out which
together costs Rs. 1800 crores annually. Besides.
there is wide scope for conservation of petroleum
and petro-product. According to Kapoor Committee
report, petroleum product constitute 28.3%of the
total energy conservation basket.

The Seventh Conference of CITU calls upon the
workers is the petroleum and allied industries to
take up the issue of self-reliance in petroleum indu-
stry alongwith their economic demands. It calls
upon the State Committees to take all possible steps
in organising the petroleum workers in this direction.

Ona Fertilizer Industry
The 7th Conference of CITU held at Calcutta

expresses grave concern at the government’s anti-
people policy on a vital industry like fertilizer which
is closely linked with the question of foodgrain
availability to our people.

The National Commission on labour in its report
as far back as in 1976 had observed that 80% of the
additional foodgrain in production could come only
from the increased use of fertilizers since the possi-
bility of bringing more land under cultivation is
limited. As per the Planning Commission, by 2000
AD the country’s population would be about 100
crores for which the foodgrain production would
have to be pushed up from the present 173 million
tonnes to 240 million tonnes.

To increase the foodgrain production to the said
level the use of fertilizers would have to be increased
to 20 million tonnes from the present 11.5 million
tonnes. The indigenous production last year was 8.5
million tonnes and the balance had to be met thro-
ugh import costing the country’s exchequer to the
tune of Rs. 620 crores.

The conference notes with deep distress that on
the one hand there is no proposal of the govern-
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ment to increase the indigineous production and on
the other hand the public sector plaats of Durgapur,
Haldia, Barauni, Sindri, Gorakbpur, Namrup ete
are facing closure due to ageing and lack of revamp-
ing decision. Again the Government is allowing the
private sector and multinational companies to enter
this vital core sector, which had insignificant role till
the year 1987 but now have surpassed the share of
public sector.

The government’s reliance on import of the pro-
duct, input and technology for the industry has alre-
aby created very serious situation and due to gulf-
crisis large number of plants have been forced to
stop production. Thus unless the necessary remedial
steps are taken the country may have to face famine
situation and go back to PL 480 days.

The conference urges upon the government to
reverse its dangerous fertilizer policy of relying on
import and private sector and calls upon the CITU
unions and its State Committees to launch a vigor-
ous campaign to mobilise public opinion for com-
pelling the Government to reverse its policy.
On Struggle Against Illiteracy

This 7th Conference of the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions held in Calcutta on 12-17 Feb. 1991
notes with anxiety that inspite of tall official claims
the number of illiterates in the country have been
increasing by leaps and bounds from one five year,
plan to another. While the population of the coung”
try is increasing at the average rate of 24% pe
annum, the rate of growth of literacy was only 0 5%
during the fifties, while in the sixties it was almost
stagnant The situation hardly showed any improve-
ment in the seventies and onwards. This is the pre-
cipitous result of the criminal neglect by the succe-
ssive governments of the primary education which
has been given high priority in the Directive Principles
of Indian Constitution. While only a negligible per-
centage of total budgetary provision is allotted for
education as a whole, the share of primary educa-
tion has been extremely miserable.

i’

The Conference notes that abject poverty of the
people, particularly of the vast rural population,
consequent on feudal and colonial exploitation
of centuries, refusal of the bourgeois-landlord gover-
nments at the centre and states to adopt effective
measures to alleviate poverty, the inevitable back-?
wardness of the rural population, all these provide ‘
ideal condition for perpetuation ofilliteracy in the
country. The permanent eradication of illiteracy is
closely linked with the «lleviation of poverty. The
conference urzes on the Govt to launch effective
programme for poverty alleviation without which
the permanent eradication of illiteracy will ever
remain a far cry. However, intensified effort backed
by increased allocation of fund is capable of subst-
antially reducing illiteracy in the country. The con-
ference therefore demands of the Govt appropriate
measures including adequate budget provision for
fighting the scourge of illiteracy. If further urges the
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Govt to adopt appropriate policy for ensuring effec-
tive participation of the organisation of workers,
peasants, women, youth, students and other sectionsof people in the praogrammes to eradicate
illiteracy.

It apperciates Left-Front Govts of W Bengaland Kerala for their commendable role in
mobilising the initiatives of different mass organi-
sations representing Kisans, working class, youth,
student, women, etc in the drive of illiteracy erradi-
cation. The conference appreciates those CITU
unions who have responded to the call for perfor-
ming one of the primary tasks for emancipation of

pihe
working class,

The 7th Conference of the CITU calls upon the
the Trade Unions and the Industrial Federations to
declare war against illiteracy and to release all orga-nisational initiative for effective drive against illiter-
acy amongst the adults belonging to all sections of
toiling people of our country.

On Child Labour

The 7th Conference of CITU expresses its grave
concern at the phenomenal increase of Child Labour
despite the legislation of about 250 Central and
State laws against it. Not withstanding the fact that
Article 25 of the Indian Constitution prohibits child
employment and Article 39 guarantee protection
gainst child abuse, physical or mental whatsoever

fF be and also protected the freedom and dignitywf childhood against exploitation and the Central
government having legislated the Child Labour
(Prohibition & Regulation) Act 1936, children are
employed in quarries, mines, stone breaking, head
loading besides being engaged as domestic servant,
hotel boys and in agriculturel.

Child labour is increasing in an alarming propor-
tion. Against the census figures of 13.5 millions in
the year 1981 the number has reached the peak of
113 million according to a current estimate. Chiild-
ten contribute 26% of the Indian labour force
‘today.

The conference expresses grave anxiety at the
deteriorating service and working conditions of child
labour and also at the collapsing of machineries
ggainst violations of law concerning child labourMi at the Government’s failure in effecting what-
éver meagre welfare measures are provided in the
law. Their intellectual growth is cramped through
deprivation of educational opportunities minimisingtheir chance for vocational training and condemning
them to lower than subsistance wages throughoutlife as unskilled. They are subjected to inhuman
labour, running to 12-13 hours a day. Workingchildren suffer from tuberculosis, malnutritions due
to working with noxious chemicals. And once theyoutlive usefulness they are shown out of jobs. In
the system of labour supply, which exists in our

, Country, wages are transferred to the supplier with-
\
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out paying for the bare necessities to the working
child.

The 7th conference of CITU urges upon the
Government of India to ratify the ILO convention
of 1973 which seeks the abolition of labour by
children and also strnigent application of Child
Labour (prohibition & Regulation) Act 1936.
Government should also amend the existing law,
pending total abolition of the system, to guarantee
human treatment to them including provision of
education, vocational training through non-formal
system, and nutritious free meal at the cost of the
employers.

The conference calls upon the trade union move-
ment, specially the CITU unions to take up the
cause of child workers with all earnestness.

Other Resolutions :

Apart from the above resolutions, the Secretariat
approved the following resolutions also as authorised
by the conference ar’ deemed to have been adopted
by the conferecne :

On South Africa : extending support to the Struggleof the working class and the people under the leader-
ship of ANC to dismantle apartheid and establish a
free, democratic and non racial South Africa.

On the Struggle in Central and South AfricanCountries: supporting their Struggles against US
intervention and for democracy, peace and socialism.

On Afganistan : in support of their ‘rim struggleto safeguard the sovereignty of the country againstthe counter-revolutionaries support by the US im-
perialists and Pakistan.

On Reunification of Korea : supporting the
Struggle of the people of North and South Koreaand the proposals of DPRK for the runification and
condemning the conspiracies of the US imperialistsand their puppet Government of South Korea to
subvert the effort.

On Sri Lanka : extending support to the struggleof the working class to safesuard the unity and inte-
grity of the country and safeguard the rights of theethnic Tamils.

On Restoration of Democracy in NeighbouringCountries : The resolution greeted the workingClass and the people of Nepal and Bangladesh for
Testoration of democratic system in their countries.It greeted the people of Burma for their continuing
Struggle for democracy. The resolution expressedconcern at the return of a military backed Islamic
fundamentalist Government at Pakistan and expres--8ed solidarity to the struggle .-f the people for resto-
ration of democracy in the country. The resolution
called upon toe working class of these countries and
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India to strengthen the struggles for democracy
unitedly and develop friendship among the countries
to frustrate the imperialist designs to dominate the
sub-continent.

Ono Abrogation of Articles 310 and 311(a),(b),(c)
of the Constitution; demanding repeal of these
Articles, which embody the notorious ‘‘pleasure
doctorine”’ giving arbitrary powers to the authorities
to dismiss the Government employees entirely at
their discretion without giving any reasons and
without giving any opportunity of self-defence.

On Fraudulent Price Index ; demanding scrap-
ping of the 1982 series and computation of a new
index in consultation with the trade unions, which
would truely reflect the price increase.

On Nationalisation of Pearless; extending sup-
portto the long drawn struggle of the employees
demanding nationalisation of the company, which
transacts business worth crores of rupees ina du-
bious manner, keeping the scores of certificate hol-
ders under uncertain future.

Ona Solidarity with Peasantry; The resolution
greeted the peasant and agricultural workers for
their struggle for land reform, remunerative prices,
minimum wage and other demands and called upon
workers to champion their cause and build upa
fighting alliance with them.

(From page 8)
lism. In its foreign policy though it is following the
policy of non-alignment but the present government
has yeilded to the pressure of World Bank and IMF
and in the Gulf war, has provided over facilities to
US war planes, provided concessions to foreign
monopolies and encouraged privatisation instead of
strengthing public sector and self reliance. The divi-
sive, communal and caste forces are getting encour-
agements in various ways both from foreign imper-
ialism and the present Government at the centre.
The tendency towards authoritarianism is growing
as a threat to democracy. The economic policies are
leading to constant rise in prices, phenomenal
growth in unemployment and industrial sickness,
adverse balance of payments and all sided corruption.

The situation demands basic changes in policies,
administrative set-ups and new alternative leadership
with alternative policies to safeguard the unity and
integrity of the country, to defend and strengthen
democracy, to provide jobs for the unemployed and
end industrial sickness and do social justice to all
who are socially outcast and economically down
graded. In this situation, opportunity to change the
government at the centre through midterm poll
should be fully utilised and the working class of
India should take the pledge on the May Day to
remove its internal weaknesses and come forward
to take the lead by building ali out working class
unity and establishing firm alliance with the peasa-
ntry and other left and democratic forces.

Tamilnadu State CITU’s Call to
Defeat Cong(l)—ADMK Alliance
Two day meeting of the Tamilnadu State Com-

mittee was held at Salem on I/!th and 12th April.K. Ramani, President was in the chair.
R. Umanath, General Secretary, in his elaborate

report explained the importance of the ensuing
elections to the Lok Sabha and the State Legislature.

The State Committee after a discussion on the
steps to. be taken, decided to issue an appeal to the
working people of the State to defeat the Cong(t)-AIADMK front and ensure the victory of the
National Front-Left Party candidates.

CITU unions will distribute lakhs of copies of
this appeal among various sections of the working
people in the State. CITU unions will also partici-
pate in the election campaigns all over the State.
The State Committee also called upon the workers to
donate to the election fund to their optimum
capacity.

Homage to Com. BTR
CITU unions had organised meetings and pro-

grammes to pay homage to Com BIR on the Ist
anniversary on 6th April. Decorated photograph
were placed at factory gates and union offices.

Meefings were held. State Transport workers and worke
in many other Industries went to work wearing
badges with the photographs of Comrade BTR. In
many centres, hal] meetings were organised. April
issues of CITU journals carried special articles on
Comrade BTR. Various sections of working people
all over the state took pledges to carry forward the
revolutionary ideals for which Com. BTR had
dedicated himself.

One Day Strike in Madras

Lakhs of Industrial workers in and around
Madras city observed a day’s strike on 16th April,
demanding immediate reopening and nationalisation
of the B&C mills in Madras city. The mill manage-
ment had announced cessation of operations from
Ist April and summarily removed all the 8000
workers from the rolls of the company.

A meeting of representatives of various trade
unions was held on 8th April. All the major Trade
unions, including CITU, AITUC, HMS, LPF
(DMK), ADMK and many other local unions atten-
ded the meeting, which gave the strike call.

Workers enthusiastically participated in the
strike. Almost all the major industrial establishments
and the units in the industrial estate. participated
fully in the strike action.
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