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7th July, 1974

Com.B.T.Ranadive, President, Centre of Indian Trade
Inions, has issued the following statement to the press:-

The CITU strongly condemns the new ordinance of the
Government imposing compulsory depositing of adaitional D.A.
end wage and salary rises for a p=sriod of one to two years.
This is the beginning of the wage freeze attack which has
been looming for months. Today when the workers and employess
regquire every additionel pailsa from their inadeguatz dearmess
agllowance to mzke both ends meet, this immobilisation of thsir
exzrnings will intenscely add to their distressi Itis nothing
but imposition of « direct wage-cut in the midst of rising
prieces,

This is part of the Government's war- against ths
working class, th: employees and other toiling sections whose
gruesome fuce was seen during the railway workers' struggle.

The utter hypocricy behind official resasoning execeeads

all bounds. This anti-working class measures is belng

justified on the ground of checking inflation. At the same
time, this same Government had absolutzly no scruples in agre2-
ing to the extortionate prices for foodgrains demanded by the
landlords and traders, or raising the prices of cloth and other
necessaries of life. These, of course, did not add to inflation
Oor bripng about an undegireble ghift in incomes, It is only
wage cdjustments that do this., This is ths same o0ld reasoning
of exploiting classes out to puss on the burdens of the crisis
to the people, out for more exploitation of the working class.
The whole exercise includines the limitation of distribution

of dividends is to put more money in the hands of industrial
tycoons and cut down the living standards of the people, And it
- not going to be a temporary measure. Like the DIR this
measure will be permanently with us unless defeated,

The effective measure against inflation and rising

priczs is to stop deficit financing, commandeer the foodgrains
stocks of landlords and hoarders, tuk=s steps against the

profitzering monopolists, ensure distrioution of nacessaries
«t reasonable pricss ana end all blackmarketting. But the
Governmznt aoes not want to move against these clusses. It
is thersfore atticking the economically oppressed.

The new ordinance constitutes the biggest challenge
5o the organised movement ofthe worksrs and employees. There
1S no guarantese of protecting the haurd-sarned wage or the
living standards of the ordinary man unless the offensive
is deﬁeatgd. The CITU calls upon all central trade union
Organisations, organisations of Central and State and all other
gmp;oyees po come together to plan common action znd fight
acalnst this attuck. There is no doubt that the united strength
of these sections will succeed in compelling the Governmaent

to withdraw this hateful measure.
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For favour of publicafion:
To
-The BEditor,
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