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COMRADE
B. T. RANADIVE
The Centre of Indian Trade Unions expresses

its profound sorrow at the passing away ofCom. B.
T. Ranadive, the founder President of the CITU, the
seniormost member of the Polit Bureau of the CPI(M)
and an unparalled communist and working class leader
of the country, dedicated to the path ofMarxism-Len-
inism, Com. BTR died of cancer in Tata Memorial
Hospital, Bombay at 3.10 a.m. on 6th April, 1990.
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Bornon 19th December, 1904 atBombay, Com.
BTR joined the anti-imperialist freedom struggle dur-
ing his student life with a revolutionary zeal. Having
passed his post-graduate studies in Economics with
colours, Com. BTR became a member of the Commu-
nist Party in 1928 when it was in nascent stage, and
plunged himself in organising the communist move-
ment in Maharashtra and mobilising the working class
in trade unions. With his indefatigable qualities he
organised the textile workers of Bombay in militant
trade unions,With his lucid expressions and irrefutable
arguments in supportof the working class rights, he in-
stilled into theworkers the concept of right to strike and
was the undisputed leader of the historic textile work-
ers’ strike of 1928-29. He was arrested and jailed in
1929 December. Having come out from jail, he organ-
ised the railway workers and led their strike in Febru-
ary-March, 1930. He devoted specifically in organising
the young workers in trade unions and formed the
YoungWorkers’ League in June, 1930. In 1931 he was
a delegate to the AITUC session at Calcutta from the
Bombay Girni Kamgar Union and represented the
Communist group in the conference. Com. BTR took a
leading role in increasing the influence of the left trade
union movement in the then AITUC. On his initiative
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a conference of the red unions was held in 1933. The
conference took a resolution in support of those jailed
under the Meerut Communist Conspiracy Case. In
1935 the Red TUC merged with the AITUC. Com.
BTR took up the political task of forging trade union
unity adopting correct tactics so as to bring the entire
working class on to the point of class struggle for the
establishment ofa socialist state.With this objective he
organised study circles in the trade unions and came in
the forefront of the working class struggles and build-
ing up of the Communist Party inMaharashtra. He fur-
ther took a leading role in publishing the Communist
journals like “Kranti” and “Mumbai Kamgar” inMara-
thi.

In 1934 the all India Centre of the Communist
Partywas formed and Com. BTR became amember of
its Central Committee. After long years of near under-
ground work, the Communist Party came in the fore-
front in 1937 and published its English Weekly, the.
National Front with P. C. Joshi as its Editor and Com.
BTR in its Editorial Board. In 1940, during the Second
World War, Bombay witnessed another historic strike
on 4th March. Over one lakh sixty thousand workers
took part in the strike demanding 15 per cent increase
as war allowance. Com. BTRwas themain organiser of
the strike.Hewas arrested againby the BritishGovern-
ment under theDefence of IndiaRules and put inDeoli
jail for two years. From the jail itself he prepared a
document calling upon theworking class to support the
anti-fascist war led by the Soviet Union.

In the First Congress of the Communist Party
held in Bombay in 1943, Com. BTR placed a separate
report on the working class movement apart from the
main reportplaced by P. C. Joshi, onbehalfof the Cen-
tral Committee. He was elected to the Polit Bureau of
the party in thisCongress. From the very firstCongress
Com. BTR’s activities spread all over India boosting
the working class and Communist movement in the

country.

In 1946 on 18th February, the historic strike of
Navy started in Bombay. A number ofparty comrades
and workers died andwere injured by firing.Under the
leadership ofCom. BTR the working class of Bombay
went on amassive strike in support of the Navy strike.
Writing ahomage on the deathof theworkingwomen’s
leader Kamal Dhonde, Com. BTR called upon the
working class to carry forward the struggle against
British imperialism for the country’s freedom undeter-

red by their barbarous repression.

In 1948 Com. BTR was elected as the General Secre-
tary of the Party in its Second Congress held at Cal-
cutta. He remained in the post till 1950. During this
period the party led the historic Telengana peasant’s
struggle. In 1956 from the fourth Congress held at
Palghat Com. BTR waged the determined struggle
against revisionism. Strictly adhering to the prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism and applying it to the
conditions prevailing in the country, he prepared a
document on People’sDemocratic Front as againstNa-
tional Democratic Front. In the Sixth Congress held at
Vijayawada in 1961, he placed a separate document on
behalfof21 members of theNational Council. He took
a leading role in the formation of the CPI(M) in 1964
from the Seventh Congress, although he could not
attend it as he was already arrested in 1962 during the
Indo-China border conflict. He was elected to the
Central Committee and the Polit Bureauof the CPI(M)
from this Congress.

With his rich experience and devotion in organ-
ising working class movement, Com. BTR
unremittingly struggled to clear the trade unionmove-
ment from all sorts of dilutions by reformism and
economism and deviations from left sectarianism and
right revisionism and raise the consciousness ofwork-
ers to socialist consciousness.

With this objective he took the leading role in
the formation of theCITU in 1970 and was the natural
choice for holding its rein as the President. Immedi-
ately after its formation, the CITU gave the call for
trade union unity and united struggle by the working
class. Under the direct guidance of Com. BTR, the
CITU became a most militant central trade union
organisation in the country.

But not only militancy, his teaching was mili-
tancy armed with political ideology. He therefore criti-
cally analysed the functioning of the trade unions and
repeatedly emphasised on democratic functioning of
the unions, sharing of information and inculcating the
spirit of collective leadership, and raising the trade
union movement above economism.

He pointed out the weaknesses of the trade
union movement in intervening into the economic
policyof the government to build up aself-reliant econ-
omy, in fighting the imperialist backed divisive forces,



MAY 1990 THE WORKING CLASS 3

on the question of unemployment, in taking up the
issue ofworking women, unorganised labour, minori-
ties in trade unions, in building up a fighting worker-
peasant alliance, and above all, in developing an anti-
imperialist outlook and wage the struggle for peace
against the danger of war and against the U. S.
imperialist’s design for world domination and subver-
sion of national liberation movements. To raise the
socialist consciousness of workers, he exhorted the
CITU to build up its independent activities on all these
questions and stimulate united struggles by ali trade
unions in the interest of the common people. His idea
of trade union unity and formation of a Confederation
with the Central Trade Unions and federations to de-
velop country wide united struggles on common agreed
points is to be emulated by all sections ofworkers and
trade unions.

Com. BTR was seriously concerned over the
rise of the divisive forces of all sorts and the weak-
nesses of the trade unions to sce the nefarious imperi-
alist designs behind these forces to destabilise the

country. He called upon all the trade unions to unite to
isolate these forces and defeat the game of imperialism,
to safeguard the unity and integrity of the country.

With his deep political acumen, he called for
maintaining the unity of the trade union movement
with the left, democratic, patriotic and secular forces in
furtherance of a left and democratic alternative to the
authoritarian Congress rule and further to theestablish-

- ment of the People’s Democratic Front for onward
march to socialism. The massive participation of the
trade union movement in the two Bharat-Bandhs to.
dethrone the Rajiv Govt. was the direct result of Com.
BTR’s foresight and call.

It was under Com. BTR’s continuous and untir-
ing guidance that the CITU rose to the great heights in
the trade union movement posing a challenge to the
ruling classes, as well as putting its mark in the inter-
national arena. He was the historic link between the
infant period of trade unionmovementand the national
freedom struggle against British imperialism on one
hand and the present day class battles of the working
class against capitalism and imperialism for the estab-
lishment of socialist states on the other. He was a great
thinker, intellectual, writer, orator, practical fighter
and a leader dedicated to the principles of Marxism-
Leninism without a parallel. He made his entire family
a family ofdedicated communists. His indepth knowl-

edge of the industries was simply astounding. Simi-
larly astounding was his unfailing memory, physical
capacity and quick and correct decisions at quick turn
ofevents, which remained intact till the last days of his
life. In fact he died in harness. As a real communist he
maintained strict organisational discipline and at the
same time was easily approachable by even the grass
root level workers to listen to their problems.

He was the Editor of “The Marxist” and gave
indepth guidance to enrich the CITU journal, the
Working Class and contributed regularly in it on the
contemporary challenges. He wrote a large number of
articles, pamphlets and booklets on working class
movements and of high political and economic value.
To mention a few were the Crisis of Indian Economy,
India’s Sterling Balance, Caste, Class and Property Re-
lations, The Working Class and National Defence,
Euro-Communism, on contradictions and the last on
the fundamental probiems of the Right toWork. At this
juncture of the intemational situation when socialism
is under attack by counter revoiutionaries and the ava-
lanche of reformism helped by imperialism, it is an
irreparable loss to theworking class and the communist
movement to lose a great teacher and leader like Com.
BTR, who steadfastly adhered to the basic tencts of
Marxism-Leninism the dictatorship of proletar-
iat, proletarian internationalism and the leading role of
the Communist Party.

Similar is the case with respect to the new na-
tional situation when the country is being plagued by
the communal and secessionist forces and the National
Front Government has to survive on a hung parliament
with the support of the lefi on one hand and the extreme
right on the other,

With his death the CITU has been orphaned.
But Com. BTR has left his over six decades of teac'i-
ings and his Marxist-Leninist devotion as the beacon
light for the working class. His name will go down in
the history of theworking class and Communistmove-
ment in India as a revolutionary legend. The CITU
pledges to carry forward his revolutionary line un-
flinchingly and undeterred by any obstacles till his
dream ofestablishmentofasocialist state isachieved.
The CITU dips its red banner paying the most respect-
ful homage toCom. BTR and sends its heartfelt condo-
lences to his wife Com. Vimal Ranadive, his son
Uday, his sister Com. Ahilya Rangnekar and other
members of his family.



, 'W e are today bidding our lastfarewell to Comrade
B T. Ranadive. Hispassing away has created a big void
in the communist and democraticmovement in [ndta that
was built over several decades, and it is a void that will
not be easy tofill. We looked upon Comrade BTR as an
elder brother, guiding us and working jointly with us to
build a great movement of the working people for ane
India. But however great our loss, giving in to despair a:
this juncture will mean being disloyal to the ideals of
Comrade BTR, idealsfor which we have all worked and
in which we have achieved some success. So let us vow to

carry forward those ideals, ic «+ pledge to build a strong
working class and democrcticpeople’smovement in our
country,for that is the best tribute that we can pay to our
departed leader today’ .

It was with these words that the visibly moved
General Secretary of the CPI(M), Comrade EM S Nam-
boodiripad paid homage to Comrade B. T. Ranadive,
member of the CPI(M) Polit Bureau, All India President

—

of the CITU, a towering Marxist-Leninist theoretician,
and one of the foremost architects of the working class
movement and its revolutionary party in India forover six
decades.

Comrade BTR passed away on April 6 at 3:10 a.
m in Bombay, after a long and courageous fight against
cancer. A dedicated and tempestuous revolutionary life,
which was indissolubly intertwined with the glorious
communistmovement in India, had come toaclose.With
the iron will-power that was so characteristic of BTR,
despite themost intense and persistentpain, he continued
his party activities to the very end. Just two weeks ago,
while paying homage to another great revolutionary,
Comrade Saroj Mukherjee, in the columns of People’s
Democracy and Loklahar, Com. BTR had written, “He
belonged to a generation which is now fast disappearing,
but which instinctively viewed all current political prob-
lems, all tactical monoeuvres of the party in the context
of the strategic and basic line of the party, andof the basic
principlesofMarxism-Leninism”. The words were sadly
prophetic.

At 9:30 a. m. on April 7, CPI(M) Politbureau
member E. Balanandan, Central Secretariat Member
Sitaram Yechury,BTR’ssonUday Ranadive, andCPI(M)
Comrades from Bombay brought Comrade BTR’s body
to the CPI(M) Maharashtra State Committee headquar-
ters “Janashakti”, situated in the working class area of
Worli in Central Bombay.

ASHOK DHAWALE

ill-health.

From 9:30 a. m. to 3:30 p. m Comrade BTR’s
body, draped in theParty’s red flag, was kept for people
to pay their last respects. A galaxy of the CPI(M) leader-
ship from all parts of India had gathered to pay last
respects to the departed leader. This included almost the
entire Polit Bureau, General Secretary E. M. S. Nam-
boodripad, West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu,
“People’sDemocracy” EditorM. Basavapunnaiah,AIKS
President Harkishan Singh Surjeet, CITUGeneral Secre-
tary Samar Mukherjee, CITU Treasurer E. Balanandan,
Kerala State Secretary of the Party V. S. Achuthanandan,
Andhra State Secretary L. B. Gangadhar Rao, and Tamil
Nadu State Secretary A. Nallasivan. Amongst the Polit-
bureau, only Nripen Chakraborty could not come due to

The full CPI(M) Central Secretariat - Sunil Moi-
tra, S. Ramachandran Pillai, P. Ramachandran, Prakash
Karat and Sitaram Yechury — was present, as was the
Secretary of the CPI(M) West Bengal State Committee
andWestBengal LF Chairman Sailen Das Gupta. Central
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Committee members who were present, included Kerala
‘ChiefMinisterE.K. Nayanar,WestBengal Land Reform
MinisterBenoyChowdhury, KeralaLDFChairmanM.M.
Lawrence, T. K. Ramakrishnan,M. Hanumantha Rao,R.
Umanath, K. N. Ravindranath, Kanak Mukherjee, CITU
Secretary M. K. Pandhe, AIDWA General Secretary
Susheela Gopalan, DYFI President M. A. Baby, Biman
Basu, CPI(M) Delhi State Secretary Jogendra Sharma,
Kamnataka State Secretary P. Ramachandra Rao, U. P.
State Secretary Ram Sumer Yadav, Punjab State Secre-
tary Mangat Ram Pasla,Rajasthan State Secretary Hariram
Chouhan, Gujarat State Secretry Thakurbhai Shah, and
others.

Several othernarty and mass organisation leaders
had come from far’ 1 wide. and they included West

dan and Shailen Dasgupta draped red banners on BTR’s
body on behalf of the Kerala and West Bengal State
Committees of the CPI(M) respectively. The leaders
consoled Vimal Ranadive and Ahilya Rangnekar, both
Central Committee members of the family. CPI(M)
Maharashtra State Committee Secretary and CCM
Prabhakar Sanzgiri, CCMGodavari Parulekar, S.Y. Kol-
hatkar, P.B. Rangnekar, A.B. Savant, L.K.Oak, Gang-
hadar Appa Burande, K.L. Malabade and other leaders of
the Party andmass organisations inMaharashtra paid flo-
ral tributes to a great revolutionary leaderwhom they had
the good fortune to have known so well all these years.

On behalfof the CPINational Council and theAI-
TUC., CPI Central Secretariat Member A.B. Bardhan
placed a wreath, and this was followed by other CPI
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Bengal Sports and Youth Welfare Minister Subhash

Goswamy, CITU Secretary P. K. Ganguly, Jibon Roy
and Ranjit Basu, SFI President A. Vijayaraghavan, ,
Brinda Karat and S. .B. Bharadwaj (Delhi), Daulat Ram
(UP),M.P. Acting State Secretary Shailendra Shailey, S..
Kumar, Bahadur Singh Dhakar and Promod Pradhan (M.
P.), Suryanarayan Rao (Kamataka), S. N. Solanki (Har-
yana), Sarala Maheshwari (West Bengal), Ajeya Rout,
Janardhan Pati, Lambodar Naik (Orissa), Ashis Sen
(BEFT), and many others.

The first wreath was placed by E.M.S. Nam-
boodiripad on behalf of the CPI(M) Central Committee,
and this was followed by other leaders. V.S. Achuthanan-

Chakravorty, AIKS General Secretary Ramnarain ©

leaders like Madhavrao Gaikwad, L.S. Karkhanis, B.S.
Dhume, Tara Reddy and others.

Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Sharad Pawar,
andUnion Petroleum Minister in theNational FrontGov-
emment, M. S.Gurupadaswamy, came personally to of-
fer condolences and pay their last respects. TheGovernor
ofMaharashtra, C. Subramaniam, sentwreath and ames-
sage. Janata Dal State President, Mrinal Gore and other
J. D. leaders like Nihal Ahmed,. Dr. Shanti Patel and
Jagannath Jadav placed wreaths. Leaders of other Left,
democratic and secular parties like the PWP, RPI and
RSP were also present. From the cultural field well
knownUrdu writerAli Sardar Jafri, renowned cine artiste
A. K. Hangal and others came to pay homage. Leaders of
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several trade unions and workers’ federations too nu-
merous to mention paid their last respects to a revoiu-
tionary leader of the working class.

And then, of course, there were the common
people andmembers of the Party andmass organisations
who had reached Bombay in their thousands from all
»ver Maharashtra. Several of them were in tears at the

~ .+ Jassing away of a leader whom they had deeply revered
-. and loved.

Every singleMarathi daily in Bombay, including
the Shiv Sena mouthpiece Saamnaa_ as wei as other
reputed Marathi dailies throughout Maharashtra, ran
editorials hailing Comrade BTR as a staunch Marxist-
Leninist who remained scrupulously faithful to his prin-
ciples to the end. Whatever their ideological differences

*} all these newspapers paid tributes to ComradeBTR asan
utterly selfless and dedicated Icader and architect of the
Communist movement and the working class move-

§ ment in India.
4 At4 p.m. on April 7, the large funcral procession
began from “Janashakti”. Comrade BTR’s body was
placed in a flower-bedecked truck, in which sat mem-
bers of the Polit Bureau and his close family members.

. At the head of the procession were 86 young Red
Volunteers of theDYFI-SFI with red scarves round their

- necks, who marched with dipped red flags. The number
of volunteers signified Comrade BTR’s age, and the
first 13 of them carried large red banners to signify the
13 Party Congresses that Comrade BTR had helped to

guide. There was another truck meant for Central Com-
mittee members, but ali the CCMs insisted that they
would walk in the funeral procession as a mark of
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respect to BTR’s memory.
Alongwith themwere lead- 44
ers of the other Left, demo- }

cratic and secular parties. ¥%

Thiswas followedbyamass &
of thousandsofpeople from
allwalks of life—workers,
peasants, agricultural la-
bourers, adivasis, women,
youth and students. 4

Coursing through
Pandurang Budhakar Marg,
N.M. Joshi Marg, Gokhale
Road and Ranade Road for

,

nearly two hours, the pro-
cession reached the Shivaji
Park crematorium. Balco-
nies on theway were full of
people and wreaths were ig
offered along the way. The
procession carried large red banners and also photo-
graphs of Comrade BTR and the air was rent with
resounding slogans like “Comrade BTR Lal Salaam”,
“Comrade BTR AmarRahe”, “Long LiveMarxism-Len-
inism” and “Victory to the CPI(M)”.

The condolence meeting at the crematorium was
addressed by E.M.S. Namboodiripad (CPI-M),
A.B.Bardhan (CPD, Mrinal Gore (Janata Dal) N.M.
Kamble (Congress), Vithalrao Hande (PWP), Arjun
Dangle (RPI), Dadu Atyalkar (Kamgar Aghadi), Pushpa
Mehta(RSP),T.M.Porkho(DMK),B. Bapat (LalNishan),
G.V. Chitnis (AITUC), Shanti Patel (HMS), Shankar
Salvi (HMKP), andManoharMehta (BMS). It concluded

with the speech ofPrabhakar Sanzgiri( CITU) who said
that taking inspiration from Comrade BTR’s life and
work, the Party and working class movement in Mahar-
ashtra would spare no efforts to dispel the dark clouds of
communalism that are threatening to engulf the State,
the working class of which was the first to learn its
lessons against imperialism and capitalist and feudal ex-
ploitation. After this Comrade E.M.S. Nampoodripad lit
the funeral pyre amidst a crescendo of resounding slo-
gans.

Comrade B.T.Ranadive is now nomore. The last
journey ofa legendary, pioneering, revolutionary leader
has ended. But his life of relentless struggle against ex-

ploitation and injustice, of
uncompromising defence
of the working class and
its revolutionary van-
guard, of ceaseless battle
for the purity of theMarx-
ist-Leninist ideology and
proletarian international-
ism, has lit millions of
sparks, and will continue
to light many millions
more, until his goal of
Revolution and Socialism
become a reality in India
and elsewhere. As acom-
rade wrote in the Condo-
lence Book. “We vow to

carry forward the Red Flag
fromwhereComradeBTR
has passed it on to us. !"
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Messages expressing griefand condolenceswere re-
ceived by CITU Centre on the demise ofCom. BTR
from the following :

Com. Parsa Satyanarayana, K. Venkateswaralu, V.
Srihari Andhra State Committee, Com. Janardhanrao,
Vice President Rly. Employees Union, Hyderabad,
Com. Rampada Chakraborty, All India Confederation
of Mercantile & Commercial Employees, Calcutta,
Com. Deben Bhattacharya Assam State Committee of
CITU, from HSCL Employees Union, Vizag,Com.
Narasingarao, Visakhapatnam, Com. Amal Ghosh
Dastidar Assam State CITU, Secretary Paradip Bandar
SramikUnion,Com. JoiceHisteelcon, Visakhapatnam,
M.P. Medical and Sales Representative Association,
Com. G.N. Kumar, Div. Secretary, National Railway
Mazdoor Union, Jabalpur, G. Ramanujan, President,
INTUC and Shri Gopeshwar, Gen. Secretary, INTUC
All India Peerless Employees Union, (AIIEA), West
Bengal Medical and Sales Representatives Union,
Calcutta, Abdul Bashar, President and Nurul Anwar
General Secretary, Jatio Shramik Federation, Dhaka,
Com. B. Chakraborty Bailadila, Baster, Convenor,
Peerless Employees Union, Northem Zonal Commit-
tee, Com. J.D.Mokal, Secretary All India BHEL Em-
ployeesUnion, Bombay,General Secretary, ITCWork-
ers Union, Bangalore, Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Un-
ion, Calcutta, Hindustan Steel Employees Union, AlI-
loy Steels Plant Unit, Durgapur, Com. Benoy Aich,
Gencral Secretary, Eastern Zone General Insurance
Employees Association, from CITU wing ECIL, Se-
cunderabad, Com. Ajoy Biswas, ONGC Workers
Union, Agartala, Com. Biren Roy Calcutta, Mohan
Punamia, Rajasthan Trade Union Kendra, Comrade
Benoy Konar, Paschim Bengal Pradeshik Krishak
Sabha, Com. Indrajit Gupta, Gen. Secretary, AITUC,
NewDelhi, J.K. Bose,Gen. Secretary,NCOEA (CITU),
Ranchi, Nizhifu, Chairman, Ail China Federation of
TradeUnions, Beijing, Mrinal Banerji,Gen. Secretary,
Steel Workers Federation of India, Ibrahim Zakaria,
WFTU Gen. Secretary, K.G. Srivatsava, Asian Pacific
TradeUnion Co-ordination Committee,N.S.Bhangoo,
All India Railway Employees Confederation, T.K.
Mohanty, Bhubaneshwar, Com. Shiv Ram, HMT
Pinjore, Com. Narayan Bhartiya, CPI(M) Indore Dist.
Committee, and also on behalf of Forest and Agricul-
ture Dept. Sramik Karmachari Union, Public Works

Department, Shramik Karmachari, Union, Irrigation
Department Shramik Karmachari Union, and PHED
Karmachari Union, Insurance Employees Association,
Patna Division, Com. Saroj Bhattacharya, Bengal
Immunity Workers Union, Calcutta, Com. Manjari
Gupta, Calcutta, Com. S.S. Rawat, IDPL Kamgar Un-
ion, Rishikesh, Reserve Bank of India Employees As-
sociation, Nagpur, Com. Balkrishna Vyas, Chini Mill
Mazdoor Union, Jaora, Com. Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Bangladesh Ganotantrik Sramik Federation, Dhaka,
Com. Rajeswari Murugesan, Tamilnadu Nutritious
Meal Employees Association, Com. R.C. Sah, Bhar-
tiya Railway Traction Workers Association, General
Secretary, Buckingham & Carnatic Mills StaffUnion,
Madras, All India Janwadi Mahila Samiti, Sonepat,
Com. S.N. Solanki, CITU Haryana State Committee,
Com. N.K. Upadhyaya, Bangalore, Com. Pushpen
Roy Chowdhury, All India Peerless Employees Union,
Calcutta, Peerlesss Employee’s Union, Cuttack, Com.
Ram Nath Rawat, Chini Udyog Karamchari Union,
Laksar, Bank Employees Federation of India, Calcutta,
CPI(M), District Committee, Raipur, M.P. President,
Raipur Division Insurance Employees Union, Harvin-
der Kaur, E.P.F. StaffWorkingWomen Welfare Asso-
ciation, Chandigarh, Com. Sandhya Tripati, AIDWA
Dist. Committee SDL, Com. Badal Saroj, CITU, M.P.
State Committee, Com. Narendra Kumar, Lal Jhanda
ShramikUnion,Bijnore, U.P. andCom. C.R.Majumder,
Mercury Travels (India) Ltd. Employees Union,
Madras. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, General Secretary,
Jatiye Sramik Jote, Bangladesh, Com. Umraomal
Purohit, HMS, Com. Sibdas Bhattacharjee, East India
PharmaceuticalWorks EmployeesUnion, Com. Robin
Mukherjee and Harisadhan Mitra Federation ofMetal
and Engineering Workers Unions of West Bengal,
Com. Madan Lal Katyal, Oriental Power Cables
Employees Union, Com. Ram Narain Goswami, Gen.
Secretary, AIKS, Glass & Potteries Kamger Union,
Santhal, Parganas, Bankura District Committee of
CITU, Com. IR. Asrana, Godugu District General
Workers Union, Durgapur Citizens, Com. Tara Bhu-
baneshwar, Dayanand Rane, Bombay and Com. Pat-
warthan Singh Rathod, President, Guna District Com-
mittee of CITU ; Hindustan Steel Plant Union, Alloy
Steel Unit ; N.K. Krishnan and Parvati Krishnan,
Madras ; CITU unit, Neemuch ; B.S.S.R. Union,
Patna.(Bihar).
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CONDOLENCE MEETINGS

Broadbased condolence meet-
ings, processions and rallies were or-
ganised all over the country by the
CPI(M) and CITU State Committees
and unions topay homage toCom. BTR.

In the CentralCITU office acon-
dolence meeting was held immediately
on receipt of the sad news on 6th April.
A large number of leaders ofother trade
unions came to pay homage and place
wreaths on Com. BTR’s photo and sign
the condolence book. Telephonic mes-
sages came from various places, includ-
ing embassies.

A mass meeting was organised
by the Delhi StateCPI(M) on April 11 atV.P. House lawns, which was attended
by a large gathering. Leaders of various
political parties and other walks of life

paid homage to Com. BTR. The meeting was presided
over by Com. H.K.S. Surjeet. Among those who paid
homage to Com BTR were E. Balanandan, Prakash
Karat, CPI(M), Chaturanan Mishra (CPI), Chitta Basu
(FB), Tridib Chowdhury, (RSP), etc. Joginder Sharma,
(CPI-M) placed the condolence resolution.

The Delhi State CITU organised a mass meeting
on April 13 atPyarelal Bhawan, New Delhi. Themeeting
was presided over by Samar Mukherjee, General Secre-

tary of CITU. The condolence resolution was placed by
P.K. Ganguly, Secretary. Among those who paid hom-
age to Com. BTR were E. Balanandan, Treasurer, Md.
Ismail, Vice-President, M. K. Pandhe, Md. Amin, (Sec-
retaries) ; S.B.Bhardwaj, Gen. Secretary, Delhi State
CITU, Homi Daji (AITUC), Brij Mohan Toofan (HMS)
; Sushil Bhattacharjee (UTUC) ; Pritish Chanda (UTUC-
LS) etc. The meeting ended with resounding slogans
“Red Salute to “Com. BTR”, "Com. BTR Amar Rahe”,
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SAMARMUKHERJEE

The passing away ofComrade BTR is a very big blow
not only to the Communist movement but also to the
democratic, secular and Left movement, particularly to
the working class movement of the country. He has left
at a time when the need for his guidance is greatly felt in
view of the new developments of a reverse process in the
Socialist countries of Eastern Europe and a graver threat
to our national unity posed by secessionist forces backed
by world imperialism.

So long as he was alive and active, Comrade BTR
made valuable contributions to formulating the politics
and tactics of the Party in the changing circumstances
keeping a constant watch on and with a close observance
of the quick turn of events. He playeda leading role in
fighting revisionism inside the united Communist Party,
ultimately leading to the emergence of CPI(M) in the
year 1964, though at that time he was inside the jail. His
fight against Left-sectarianism inside the Party, which
expressed itself in the form of Naxalism, is equally im-
portant.

6» AARC

Both revisionism and Left-sectarianism had got
international backing - one from the SovietUnion and the
other from the People’s Republic ofChina, which are the
two biggest Socialist countries in the world. But experi-
ence has proved that the fight conducted by the CPI(M)
against these twodeviations todefend the purity ofMarx-
ism-Leninism and its correc: 3pplication in the concrete
conditions of India, was absolutely right. This independ-
ent stand of our Party increased its prestige not only na-
tionally but internationally too.

After the formationoftheCPI(M), the fightagainst
these two deviations, particularly against revisionism,
continued inside themass organisations. These struggles
later on led to a split in the mass organisations such as
trade unions, kisan, student, youth, women’s organisa-
tions, etc. The Party was split in 1964, but the split in the
trade union organisation came in 1970. The Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CITU) was founded on May 30,
1970 through abig conference and amassive rally held at
Calcutta. Comrade BTR was elected unanimously the
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At 6th Conference of CITU at Bombay in May’87
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President and ComradeP. Ramamurti theGeneral Secre-
tary. Though Comrade P. R. resigned from the post of
General Secretary due to health reasons in the Kanpur
Conference, Comrade BTR remained President till his
death.

Though the formation ofCITUwas dubbedby the
revisionists as an attempt to divide the trade unionmove-
mentby theMarxists, the real objective behind the forma-
tion of theCITU was to build a revolutionary trade union
movement and to forge broadbased united struggles. In
his presidential address to the CITU’s foundation confer-
ence, Comrade BTR made it clear that the role of the
CITU will be to build up unity of the working class and
not to encourage disruption, and to develop countrywide
struggles to bring about basic changes in the society by
constantly raising theworkers’ consciousness to the level
of Socialist consciousness.

After the birth of the CITU, a drive for building
trade union unity was initiated as the urge for unity was
growing among the working class. Simultaneously, an
attemptwas going on to preventany unity and isolate the
CITU. The result of this was the formation of ‘National
Council of Trade Unions” with INTUC, AITUC and a
section of the HMS under the patronage of the then
Labour Minister, R. K. Khadilkar, on one hand, and the
emergence of UCTU, a joint platform of struggle with
CITU, the remaining section of HMS, HMP and others
with George Fernandes as covnenor on the other. This
unity, later on, helped to bring a change in the leadership
of the All India Railwaymen’s Federation, in which
processGeorge Fernandes became itsGeneral Secretary.

This unity had a profound impact on the railway-
men. In this background, the loco running staff went on
a strike in 1973 demanding reduction of hours of duty to
eight hours which forced the railways administration to
come to some agreement with the Loco Running Staff
Association. This created the background of the historic
all-India railway strike in May 1974 under the banner of
the united platform called theNCCRS (National Coordi-
nationCommitteeof Railwaymen’s Struggle). Even being
a very small force inside the railway trade union move-
ment, the CITU was able to play an important role in the
formation of the NCCRS In the convention where the
NCCRS was formed, the CITU was represented by the
lateComradeNrisinghaChakravarty and SamarMukher-
jee on the advice of Comrade BTR. How we, as the rep-
resentatives of the CITU, tried our level best to forge the
unity was narratedbyComradeNrisingha Chakravarty in
his book TheHistoryofRailway TradeUnionMovement
in the following words :

Through this convention aNational Coordination
Committee of Railwaymen’s Struggle, known by its
popular abbreviation NCCRS, came to into existence.

The principles followed in the formation of this Com-
mitteewasthat all organisationswere treatedwith equal-
ity, having one representative each in the Committee
subject to the fact that AIRF was permitted to include
General Secretaries of its affiliated unions as members
of the Committee. But for conducting day to day worka
smaller committee known as Action Committee with
two representatives each from AIRF, CITU, AITUC,
BMRS, AIREC and AILRSA, with George Fernandes,
was set up. Comrade SamarMukherjee had to use all his
persuasive skill to bring about acceptance of this for-
mulaby all the organisations....Within LRSA also there
was a vociferous section who were opposing unity with
AIRF and themilitant pro-unity section had towork hard
to convince others. Samar Mukherjee, on behalf of
CITU, had to intervene forbuilding up the unity” (pp 80-
81).

This success in achieving the unity was the result

of the correct policy pursued by the CITU. It is to be
noted that during this whole period, from the time of the
convention to the end of the strike, I maintained a close
link with Comrade BTR and got his valuable guidance.

Another glaring example of building a platform
of joint struggles on an all-India basis, in which the
CITU playeda significant role, is the formation of the
National Campaign Committee consisting of nine cen-
tral trade unions (minus the INTUC) and about 50 indus-
trial and employees’ federations, througha joint conven-
tion held at Bombay on June 4, 1981. This unity created
great enthusiasm among the workers and employees
which was reflected in the massive rally held at Boat
Club before Parliament on November 23, 1981, fol-
lowed by a one day all-India general strike on January
19, 1982. Later on, this unity was further extended
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covering the unions which were outside theNCC, to de-
velop far broader struggles under the banner of a new
plaltform as in the case of public sector unions, port and
dock workers’ unions, etc.’

Behind all these steps and actions has there been
close and constant guidance from Comrade BTR. From
the platform of the CITU’s Kanpur Conference, Com-
tradeBTR gave the call for furtherbroadening the unity by
bringing all trade unions, including the INVUC, under the
banner of a confederation of trade unions. Though it is a
longdrawn process to get this call materialised, the call
has been endorsed by the subsequent conferences.

Comrade BTR took keen and constant interest in
strengthening and developing the CITU as the most
militant central trade union with a higher level of con-
sciousness and as the most organised and disciplined,
democratic organisation. Whenever he was in Delhi, he
used0 come to theCITU office regularly and on time. He
strengthened the central office by inducting some impovr-
tani cadre from States and various fronts. He introduced
the system of regular meetings of available Secretariat
members for developing and improving the functioning
of trade unions. He always laid great emphasis on organ-
ising the unorganised sections of the labouring masses
who constitute the overwhelming majority of the labour-
ing population in India.

Comrade BTR consistently fought to bring the
trade union movement out of economism and draw the
workers intopoliticalmovements combining the fight for
economic demands with the fight for change of policies
of thebourgeois-landlord Gover:.. :ent and ultimately for
a change of the Government.

On the question of the threat to national unity and
integration of the country and for the defence of democ-
racy against authoritarinism, he assigned a greater role to
the working class. He highly praised the role played by
theworking class in Punjab, Assam, Darjeeling, Tripura,
etc., under the leadership of theCPI(M), CITU and other
Left forces. In each meeting of the Working Committee
andGeneral Council of theCITU, hehighlighted all these
aspects in his speeches. Even when he was unable to
attend the last Working Committee meeting held at
Kalyani inWest Bengal due to illness, he sent his written
speech as President in which he said :

“The Hindu communalists and obscurantists,
Muslim fundamentalists, the Khalistanti secesionists, the
sponsors ofHindu Raj, the RSS, BJP and those who fan
communal riots, all are the worst disruptors of national
unity and have to be fought relentessly. To adopt a soft
attitude towards any one of these forces is to betray the
country and objectively join hands with foreign forces
who seek to redivide it”.

I got the opportunity to see Comrade BTR first in
1943 whenI attended the First Congress of the Commu-

nist Party of India, held at Bombay, as a delegate. I was
then the Secretary of the Party’s Howrah District Com-
mittee. But I came into close contact with him only after
I became amember of the CPI(M) Central Committee in
1966. This closeness further increased after the forma-
tion ofCITU in 1970, after I was elected in Parliament in
1971, during the all-India railway strike in 1974, after I
became Secretary of the CITU. Some times he used to
stay in my room at 9, Dilkusha Street when he visited
Calcutta.

Apart from his great contributions to the discus-
sions in the Party committees andCITUmeetings inmat-
ters of formulating Party and trade union policies, tactics
and practical steps, I have Jearnt a great deal from per-
sonal discussions with him, seeking his guidance on
various issues and problems. From his innumerablewrit-
ings, articles, speeches in seminars, and lectures in Party
and trade union schools, it has been established thatCom-
rade BTR was an outstanding leader of exceptional
qualities with firm conviction in the theory ofMarxism-
Leninism, with a deep knowledge of international and
national developments and vast experience of the work-
ing class movement. His personal life was very simple
and disciplined. He felt concerned about the health of
other comrades. Personally, he wamed me several times
to refrain from taking too much food lest I accumulate
extra fat in my body. I tried to follow his warning but
many times failed due to circumstances.

How his life was deeply dedicated to the cause of
the Party and revolution can be seen from the fact that,
despite his serious illness and actute pain, his mind was
occupied with the problems faced by the Party in relation
to international and national developments. Last month
when he came back to Delhi from Bombay, we held the
meeting of the CITU Secretariat onMarch 9 and 10 at his
residence in which he fully participated and gave his
guidance. He agreed toprepare the draft document for the
convention on the “right to work as a fundamental right”
to be held at Durgapur on April 2 and 3, which he com-
pleted in time. This was his last valuable contribution to
the cause of the toiling masses.

His life is a big source of inspiration to the people
and our comrades. He has left for us a heavy responsibil-
ity to carry forward the tasks he has set before us. The
CITU Secretariat has decided to publish, in the form of
books, all his speeches as President since the foundation
conference till the lastWorking Committeemeeting, and
important write-ups and articles published in different
magazines, to educate the working class. It will be very
difficult task to fill the gap created due to the demise of
Comrade BTR. Only by our collective effort can we
overcome this.

I pay my sincere homage to Comrade BTR’s
memory.

MAY 1990
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His MemoryWill Be EverWith Us
Comrade BTR is dead. Till the lastmoment of his life,
he worked with dedictaion for the cause of the workers
and deprived sections of society and of Socialism and
Communism. He never faltered in his belief inMarxism-
Leninism, nor did any doubtassail him about the success-
ful outcome of the struggle for a classless non-exploita-
tive society whatever the zigzag path that has to be trav-
ersed. He had his own views regarding the happenings in
the Socialistworld but he never for a moment lost faith in
Marxism-Leninism. We shall miss him during the dis-
cussions in the Polit Bureau and the Central Committee
ofour Party in regard to the changes that are taking place
in Eastern European Socialist countries and in theUSSR.

Comrade BTR was possessed of a sharp intellect
and concentrated all his attention on building the Party
and advancing the working class movement in the eco-
nomic and political spheres. Like a true Marxist, he
pinpointed the weaknesses of the working class move-
ment and pointed out again and again that themajority of
the workers were still divided and under the influence of
the bourgeosie. He advocated relentless and continuous
economic struggles against exploitation and injustice and
fought for politicalising the working class so that it can
rise againsteconomism. Again and again he reminded the
trade unions of their bounden duty to help the kisan
movement and build workers’ and kisans’ unity. He
urged upon the employed workers to fight for the nnem-
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With Com. Muzaffar Ahmad, Jyoti Basu and other leaders of the CPI(M) at Burdwan Plenum

JYOTI BASU
ployed workers and make a common cause with them.
One of his best articles was in regard to right to work to
be incorporated in theConstitution even though hewas of
the view that in a part-capitalist-part-feudal set-up this
right could not be fully assured.

In the long period of his life and work as a leader
of the united Communist Party and the Communist Party
of India (Marxist), he didmake sectarian and adventurist
mistakes in the former period and could not continue as
the General Secretary. But he was self-critical and ac-
cepted hismistakes as a true Communist. Laterwhen the
CPI(M) was formed througha fight against revisionism,
his contribution in the theoretical and practical spheres
was outstanding. Our Party underlined its independent
stand and pledged to apply ourMarxist understanding to
the concrete situation in India. In the fight against the
naxalites and their anti-Marxist and adventerous theories
and practices, he, along with the CPI(M) leadership,
underlined their grave mistakes long before the CPC
understood its mistake in supporting them.

I also remember the discussions we had in regard
to the emasculation of the working class movement by
the then dominent leadership of the AITUC led by the
CPI, and the decision finally taken to set up the CITU
while giving a fervent call for united movements of the
workers and their trade unions irrespective of their organ-

(Cont'd on Page 16)
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COM:BIR
THE VOID THAT CANNOT BE FILLED UP IN THE NEAR FUTURE

E.BALANANDAN
My association with Comrade B. T. Ranadive cov- active political career spans over 65 years and his asso-

ers a period of more than 25 years. In many respects he ciation with the trade union movement dates to the early
happened to be my guide and teacher, especially with days of the trade union movement in the country.
regard to my work on the trade union front. We at the Confining myself to the trade union front which
Party headquarters knew that he was seriously ill, but we hewas guiding I am giving below certain pointswhich he
did not expect him to leave us so soon. I was scheduled _ysed to especially emphasise and to which he alwaysto meet him on April 8 at Bombay to discuss matters drew attention of the cadre engaged on the trade union
regarding the CITU centre. Unfortunately, the meeting front.
could not take place. It was in the early hours of April 6 We had decided to break away from the AITUC as
that I received a phone call from the AKG Centre. the then dominant leadership of the organisation persis-
Trivandrum, conveying the sad news. I got my ticket tently denied democratic functioining and tried to keep it
preponed and reachedBombay the same day andleftafter as an appendage of the ruling classes. When the CITU
the funeral was over. was formed in 1970 BTR became its founder-President

The void that has been created with the departy-e a post he continued to hold till his death.
ofComradeBTR cannotbe easily filledin the near future. At the time of the CITU’s formation we were
For me personally, it is a great loss which can never be termed as ‘splitters’ by the AITUC leadership. But the
made up. working class of the country has come to place its faith in

Comrade BTR was one of the greatest Marxist- the CITU and broughtit to the forefrontof the trade union
Leninist thinkers of the world. One cannot forget his movement, as one of the strongest contingents of thebrilliant methodical thinking and deliberation. His writ- trade union movement in the country. Today it has
ings and speechesare a class in itself. His contribution to become the main centre mobilising trade unions on
building the Party andmass organisations, especially the common issues affecting theworking class and people in
trade union movement, are equally incomparable. His genera). Industrial federations were organised in many
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sectors and, with the initiative of the CITU, the National
Campaign Committee came into existence, which em-
braces all trade union centresand federations in the coun-
try excluding the INTUC, which too is sometimes forced
by the surgeof the unitedmovement to joinwith theNCC
on certain issues. The slogan coined by the CITU for a
confederation of trade unions in the country has also
attracted all the trade union centres and now many trade
union centres are proposing collective discussion for the
formation of such a confederation.

The CITU today has directly-affiliated trade un-
ions in the essential sectors of industry as well as inde-
pendent trade unions which are working in association
withthe CITU. Thus the work done by the CITU in the
trade union movement under the guidance of Comrade
BTR, has become the unifier of the class not only in its
fight for its own immediate interests but also for the
interests of the nation as a whole, that is, for their long-
term interests also. Thiswas the change brought about by
Comrade BTR by his persistent work on the trade union
front.

He was always forthright in pointing to the defi-
ciencies and weaknesses of the trade unionmovement. In
the meetings of the General Council and the Working
Committee and even in public meetings, he made it a
point to self-critically analyse these deficiencies. He
always, pointed out that the employed workers and the
organised workers are better off than the poor peasants
and agricultural workers and the unemployedmillions of
the country. Therefore it is the bounden duty of the
working class to take up the cause of the peasantry, the
rural labour and the unemployed without which the
working class cannot emancipate itself.

With the vestiges of feudalism yet to be eradi-
cated, women are yet to receive an equal status in society.
They are discriminated against, both in regard to employ-
ment and wages. BTR time and again pointed out that the
trade union movement in the country was not giving
proper attention to the problem of women workers. He
wanted the trade unions to devotemore time to taking up
the issue affecting the women workers and the women in
general.

The crisis of the economy is reflected in the
traditional industries facing ruination andmany factories
getting closed which all increase unemployment. The or-
ganised trade union movement which was fighting for
their cause, could not do much in the prevailing circum-
stances in many sectors since the crisis was very serious
and many sectors could not be easily revived. The trade
union leaders often lost contact with the mood of the
workers, and over the head of the unions they entered into
agreements with managements sometimes sacrificing
the interests of the workers, the rights which the workers
had acquired after fierce battles and enormous sacrifices.

Comrade BTR used to say that leading a trade union is
a specialised job, and for that one has to study the eco-
nomics of industry and the economy in general of the
country, and properly assess the situation in each indus-
try and formulate slogans accordingly from time to time.
Secondly, the trade union functionariesmustbe onewith
the workers and they must be always in contact with
them so that they could understand, assess their mood
and gauge it and on its basis evolve correct tactics.

He was very much concerned with the young
workers,. In many industries these young workers were
notgetting their fuil rights and keptpurely on temporary
basis, andmanywere even being deniedall rights, taking
advantage of the ever increasing unemployment in the
country. It is unfortunate he used to say, that proper
attention to their problems is notbeing given by the trade
unions and organised workers. This negligence on the
part of the organised trade unions and its leadership,
forces these young workers to seek the help of so-called
militant trade union leaders who exploit their difficul-
ties; sometimes theseworkers are even sweptaway from
the parent unions.

Another aspectwhich he used topoint towas the|
change that was slowly taking place in the composition
of the working class. Modern industry needs workers
with specialised training and education. Such workers
are being employed in sophisticated industries and some
of them are well paid too. The scientific and technologi-
cal revolution is entering in the Indian industry too, and
requires these kinds ofworkers. The trade unions should
properly study and understand the changes taking place
in these sectors and try to organise these workers with
care accordingly.

The public sector in India has a special and vital
role to play in our development. Comrade BTR used to
emphasise thatwhile organising theseworkers and fight-
ing for their interests, the national interests, i.e., the tasks
of developing indigenous technology, protecting these
industries andmaking them stand in competition against
the private sector, should not be undermined. The priva-
tisation plea, among other things, ismade on the basis of
the so-called inefficiency of the public sector concerns.
The comprehensive understanding is yet to be grasped
by many trade union leaders.

The twin responsibility of the Communist-led
trade unions, he used to say, is to organise the workers
into the broad unions and effectively carry on the fight
for their demands. Secondly, see that the consciousness
of the workers is developed and their advanced sections
are organised in the advanced political party of the
working class. Many trade union activists do not give
much emphasis on the latter aspect. They fail in raising
the level of consciousness of the workers. Trade union
leaders have to find time not only to formulate demands
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of the workers but also to choose and pick the best cadre,
train them with the help of the Party and organise them
into Party units. He also pinpointed many a time that the
influenceof theCITU amongst theworkers is notgetting
translated into CITU membership.

He also used to point out that the consciousness
of the trade unions is often narrow, confined to the
particular industry or even one factory, at times confined
only to the craft. He emphasise - that the workers’ con-
sciousness has to be raised from this narrow outlook to
thenational and internationalplane. This requires, strenu-
ous efforts. This, he said, could only be done through
persistentwork of the trade union leaders with the active
guidance of the Party.

The rising danger to national unity from the
forces of religious fundamentalism, communalism and
separatism has put the country in a perilous position. He
used to emphasise on the mobilisation of the working
class to fight against fundamentalism of various shades
and against obscurantism, in defence of national unity
and integrity.

The trade unions must be in the forefront of the
fight for democracy and in defending the gains achieved
by the democratic movement, in which task, in his
opinion, the trade unions are lagging behind today.
While taking note of the fact that the people have
defeated the Congress(I) party in the last elections,
which is a democratic advance thougha limited one, he
wanted that theworking classmust also come forward to

protect the Left Front Government ofWest Bengal and
the Left and Democratic Front Government of Kerala

which are the advance outposts of democracy in the
country.

The contributions of Comrade BTR in building
the trade union movement are immeasurable. The loss
that the trademovement has suffered inhispassing away
is irreparable. The void that has been created is difficult
to fill. The best tribute to BTR would be to follow the
revolutionary path pointed out by him, to dedicate our-
selves to the cause forwhich he stood,build a revolution-
ary patty and mass movement, and complete the unfin-
ished task which he cherished.

(Cont'd from Page 13)

isational affiliations. It was under his guidance that sev-
eral all-India federations were formed and coordination
of trade unionsofvarious persuations established, Again
and again, I remember, he criticised the comrades on the
trade union front for neglecting the cause of theworking
women. In regard to West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura
where there was the rule of the Left and democratic
parties, he had a clear understanding of our tasks.

In political and theoretical discussionswithin the
Party, BTR played a significant role. Whenever prob-
lems arose in one State unit or another within the Party.
Comrade BTR showed utmost keenness in attending to
the problems. Because ofage and failing health, I asked
him on several occasions to desist from personally at-
tending toomany T. U. conferences, Partymeetings and
election rallies. But he refused to listen. Even during the
lastmonths of his grave illness and even when he under-
stood that his end was near, I was astounded to find his
amazing spirit. The last time I saw him at his son’s house
in Bombay after his release from the Tata Memorial
Hospital, he toldme that he wanted to engage himself in
writing and shift to Delhi. He did go to Delhi for a while
andwrote importantarticles and, during his illness, com-
pleted a document on the developments in Eastern Eu-
rope and the Soviet Union. But his health deteriorated
and he had to re-enter the Tata Memorial Hospital.

I recall that peopleoutside the Partywhomet him
were full ofpraise for his behaviour. I also remember an
incident which speaks volumes for him. Once when
Comrade Saroj Mukhejee was in hospital and could not
attend the Polit Bureau meeting, he was outraged that no
health reportofComrade Saroj Mukherjeewas placed at
the Polit Bureau meeting or circulated to Polit Bureau
members. These few thoughtswhich I have jotteddown,
I do realise, cannot do justice to his life andwork, nor are
theymeant todo so. Hismemorywill livewith us andwe
shall carry on the unfinishedwork to reach ourobjective.



MAY 1990 THEWORKING CLASS 17

N. PRASADARAO
W hat is ina name, said Shakespeare I say, much.
There is only one Alexander, oneMonalisa, oneMarx—
there may be thousand others of the same name. BTR is
one such.

B.T.R. are three letters, but in these three letters is
embodied the communist and revolutionary working
class movement in India.

My acquaintence with BTR is five decades old.
He was always an inspiration to me and those that came
in to the communistmovement in the early thirties of this
century. I was in jail when Comrade Ranadive was
elected in theCalcutta Congress of theCPI as theGeneral
Secretary, but it gave us a great hope that the path of
struggle that was taken up in Telengana would grow and
envelop the whole area. We could not forget that he was
the General Secretary of the party. when the Telengana
armed peasant struggle was at its zenith.

Even a donkey kicks a dead lion. Some poisonous
arrows may be shot at him, but history proved that he is
one of the true, staunch Marxists that India has produced.

He was one of the most disciplined soldiers of the
party, he lived true to the organisational principle of iron,
discipline. I will recall one incident with which I am
associated. After the Telangana struggle was withdrawn
the charioteers of the party during that struggle were
dishonoured, ripped of all elective posts, and Comrades
BTR and Adhikari were two of them. They were ordinary
members of the party at the time ofMadurai party con-
gress. Some of us who were dubbed as belonging to
FOUR Ts (Trotskeyist, Titoist, Turkist, Terrorist)wanted
the restoration of the demoted leaders to their rightful
place in the party. We wanted to see that they are elected
to the Central Committee and I was entrusted tomobilise
delegates for this. Dr. Adhikari assented to stand asacon-
testantbutBTR stubbomly refused. He said thathewould
not contest so long as the ban of the Central Committee
is there. There was every chance of his getting elected
with a thumping majority but he stuck to the party disci-
pline and refused to contest. The panel proposed by the
Central Committee did not contain the name of Dr.
Adhikari, but we proposed his name and he won with a
good majority. BTR opted to remain as an ordinary
soldier till redeemed of the ban.

That is iron discipline.
BTR was a great patriot, but his patriotism tran-

scends lip faith to the country which cohabitates with
transnational companies and transnational banks to loot
theirmotherland. He wanted the country to be free from
foreign loot and native monopoly loot and wanted the
development of native industry and increase of produc-
tion. When the public sectorwas threatened by the Cong
(1) policies of winding up, Comrade Ranadive gave the

clarion call from the rostrum of the CITU that it is the
patriotic duty of the working class to save public sector
and prevent the further entry of and driving out foreign
monopoly capital from the country. This is patriotism of
the highest order in contrast to the subservience of Cong
(I) rulers who accept all conditionalities of the World
Bank and IMFwhich put shackles on the independent in-
dustrial development of our country.

His greatest contribution to therevolutionarywork-
ing class movement is the formation ofCITU. The trade
union movement by the sixties was emaciated, disunited
and mostly confined to day-to-day demands. It went to
the extent of laying down as primary tasks of the trade
union movement the successful completion of the Five’
Year Plans of theGovernment of India, and to confine to
economic demands, leaving political issues. In 1962 a
call was given to the working class by the revisionist
leadership in the trade union movement to join hands
with the ruling classes and the. capitalists to fight against
socialist China. So, the time had come to form a revolu-
tionary militant, politicalised trade union movement and
trade union organisation, and it is to the credit of Com-
rade B. T. Ranadive that such a militant working class
organisation was formed in 1970. From that time, ameta-
morphosis has come about and militant all India, indus-
trywise working class struggles started, participated by
all the Central Trade Unions and Federations. The work-
ing class began playing a significant role in the political
struggles raging all over the country. The country will be
grateful to BTR for this transformation of the national
movement into a struggle for the defence of the sover-
eignty and integrity of the country, for industrialisation,
forworking class championing the cause of the peasantry
and for social emancipation.

BTR was conscious that a movement in which
women, who form halfof the population, do not partici-
pate can never be successful and can never be called a
movement for social emancipation. That is why he was
layingmore stress upon bringing more and more women
into the leading positions in the party and the trade union
movement. A Working Women’s Coordination Com-
mittee was formed as a corollary to the CITU to concen-
trate on the problems facing the working women. Com-
rade Vimal Ranadive is the Secretary of the committee,
and this shows the interest thatCITU, under the dynamic
leadership ofBTR is championing the causeofone of the
most socially downtrodden sections of the society.

It is very difficult to write everything about BTR,
such are his multi-faceted activities. So, I close.

Comrade B.T.Ranadive is dead ; Long live B. T.
Ranadive.
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GOMRADEB. SRANADIVE®
MANORANJAN ROY

C omrade B. T. Ranadive is no more with us. He died
in the early moming at 3.10 a. m. of 6th April, 1990. He
has left a vaccum which is almost impossible to fill up. He
was born in 1904 in Bombay. A brilliant student in his
college education, standing first in theMasters Degree in
Economics from Bombay University, he joined the na-
tional movement and from the beginning of his political
life he associated himself with the working class move-
mentof Bombay City in the 1920’s. Since then he had the
unbroken recordofcontinuous associationwith thework-
ing class struggles and in building the communistmove-
ment in the country. He joined the Communist Party of
India in 1928 and in 1934 he was elected a member of the
Central Committee and since 1943 he was a member of
the Polit Bureau of the CPI and later the CPI(M).

An outstanding personality, his vast knowledge
aboutMarxism-Leninism, and their application in day to
day movement of the working class and in building the
Party and communist movement in the country for the
last seventy years, Comrade BTR not only wasa teacher,
guide of the working class in India but himself partici-
pated, developed and led innumerable political andwork-
ing class struggles in the country.

I had the privilege of meeting him in a general
body meeting of the Party members and sympathisers
working in the AITUC, till then the only Central Trade
Union organisation of the working class in the country.
The general body meeting was in connection with the
22nd session of the AITUC held in Calcutta from 13-19
February 1947. His eloquent speech in theG. B. meeting,
his arguments, analysis of the perspective of the confer-
ences, the political situation and the role of the working
class during the pre-independence days and the future
tasks of the working class, kept the audience spell-bound.
He also emphasised the role we were asked to play in the
session.

In the Second Congress of the Communist Party
of India he was elected theGeneral Secretary of the Party,
the Congress was held at the end of February and begin-
ning of March, 1948. Only a few days after the Second
Congress, the Party was declared illegal on 25thMarch in
West Bengal, Madras Presidency and Travancore Co-
chin. Tremendous repression was let loose by the Con-
gress Government on the workers, peasants, youth, stu-
dents and women. A number of Communist cadres were
killed in the wake of the democratic movement. Despite

all these repressionsand number
of splits in the AITUC led by the
Congress, Socialists and other
elements during the period 1947-
48, that the AITUC was still the
biggest organisation of thework-
ing class was proved during the
23rd session of the AITUC held
in themiddle of 1949. There was
no doubt that there were some _—

sectarianmistakesduring theperiod 161948-49,butnonethe-
less it could not be challenged that the party and the
working class movement further advanced during this
period.

The Communist Party could form United Front in
West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Madras and Travancore-
Cochin and came out with big success in the 1952
General Election in those States.

Since 1967 when the CPI(M) Central Committee
office was shifted to 49, Lake Place in Calcutta, I had the
opportunity to come close to Comrade BTR. I had to go
to him very often to discuss and take his advice about the
problems in the Trade Union movement in the State. He
was a fervent protagonist of trade union unity of the
country. In 1966 a meeting of the all India trade union
leaderswas called by Com. BTR in Delhi to discuss about
the various problems in trade unionmovement. Hedrafted
the most important document “Our Tasks on Trade
Union Front”. In 1967 after discussion with the trade
union leaders it was placed before the then Central
Committe and published as a Party Guideline in the trade
union front. Till then emphasis was given on the question
of trade union unity and remaining inside theAITUC and
not a word was there in the said document encouraging
split with the AITUC. All emphasis was for unity.

Even in May 1970 when we were forced to form
a separate trade union organisation of our own, namely
Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU), ofwhich he was
elected as its President, in which post he continued till his
death, he from the platform of this organisation thus
formed, gave a clarion call for unity and united action. A
unanimous resolution on unity and united action was
passed by the first meeting of the working committee,
elected by the conference. A call was also given to
observe a fortnight on unity and united action ofall trade
unions, irrespective of their political affiliations. This
was Comrade BTR’s views on trade union unity and the
importance he gave on this question was again expressed
in his lastPresidential address at the 6thAll IndiaConfer-
ence of CITU held in Bombay in May 1987, where he
gave a call to form a Confederation of all the Central
Trade Unions and all India Federations in the country ir-
respective of their political affiliations.

(Cont'd on Page 31)
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Com. BTR is nomore. He breathed his laston 6thApril,
1990, early morning at 3.10. Myself, Ahilya and Uday
were at his bedside the whole night, hoping he would
survive, but realising more and more that it was impos-
sible. Hewas responding to the call till 3.000’clock, after
which he lost his consciousness, In his death, the Party,
CITU and other mass organisations lost ‘our father”.
This was the feeling ofmost of the comrades when they
heard about his death. They told me “we have become
orphans”. In the lossofCom.BTR, I lostmy life compan-
ion, close friend and a comrade. He inspired me to work
for the party, for the working class, for emancipation of
women and forCITU. This loss for the party and the trade
union is something irreparable.

When we left Delhi on 21stMarch, I never imag-
ined that I would return without him. He was in the
hospital for barely 15 days. He did respond to the treat-
ment in the beginning. Unfortunately, thepain in the legs,
hands and in the back gotworse day by day, but he never
refused any treatment. Congestion in the chest could not
be cleared, breathing became more and more difficult,
pain unbearable and on the last day he was not able to
speak due to chest congestion. Earlier he repeatedly told
us “I can’t bear the pain, letme die, do not tortureme....”.
He knew quitewell his end was near and hewas prepared
for it.

On 2ndApril, he conveyed to Com. EMS when he
came to see him in the hospital, very calmly, “I do not
want to live. My pains are unbearable. I am crippled and
I will not be able to work for the party anymore Please
convey this to theP.B....” He had prepared himself for the
last voyage. Howeverwe tried to intervene when hewas
speaking to Com. EMS when he said, “Do not interrupt
me. Letme say what I want to...”. I could not face him for
a long time being terribly upset over his utterances. He
asked lateraboutme. Uday told him that Iwas very upset.
He called me and reprimanded “Don’t get upset.We are
communists, and we will continue to work for our Party
till the end....” But I could not wait there and ran broken
down. I was afraid to show him that I was crying !

The press reporters started telephoning us, inquir-
ing about his health. After we failed to satisfy their
anxious inquiries, they directly got information from the
“hospital sources”. Com. BTR heard our conversation
about the press reporters etc. He quitely told Uday ironi-
cally though,that “theymustbe writingmyobituary now.
Tell them the truth ”

During sucha serious illness, his
humour never left him. Till last day his memory was

VIMAL RANADIVE
sharp. He wanted to hear about the news and asked me
to read headlines in the paper. The night nurse, Padma
told him one day earlier that she was praying for him and
he should recover fast. He asked her whether she was
praying to god. Surprisingly for all of us he recited the
verse in the prayer in the Church. The nurse too got sur-
prised. She asked Com. BTR “Uncle how do you know
this was our prayer ? She asked him, “You give me
blessings” and he told her he already blessed her.

On the Sth, his chest congestion became worst.
The doctor tried to clear the congestion so that he could
talk at least. But that was not to be. He could not express'
what he wanted to. That was the tragedy for me and
others. It is true, very few people have such courage to
face death, to think rationally at the last moment. He
knew well that he would not survive from his illness and
was prepared for this.

Devotion to the Party—Working Class

His whole life, personal and public was for the
party. Com. BTR will first think about the party when-
ever he used to act. Sometimes it surprised me that he
could do so many things for the comrades, they would
come with their grievances, demands or for consulta-
tions. He would listen to them patiently and try to solve
them. If any comrade went against the principle of the
party he would not tolerate. He was very cautious about
spending the funds of the Party or CITU or mass organi-
sations. CITU comrades were afraid while utilising
money as he would not allow them to spend till it was
passed in the Secretariatmeeting. He was particular that
the accounts are presented in everymeeting ofCITU and
the balances are recovered from the comrades in the
State. Com. BTR was very much concerned about the
well being of the comrades especially under the present
conditions of rising prices. He himselfwas particular not
to spend party’s money unnecessarily.

Recently, wages of wholetimers were increased
by the party. The increased amount was sent to us. I did
not know about it. On inquiry I was told about it. Com.
BTR asked me whether we require extra money. When
I said no, he asked to return the money to the party. His
life was so simple and requirements very few. With a
great insistance from theoffice comrades he agreed to set
the cooler and fridge at ourplace which would help him
and me at this age.

Com. BTR was very particular about the time he
was to attend anymeetingorany conference. Iremember
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once our neighbour MP said ““We know the [.

exact time 9 am for his office”. His routine, |
unless elsewhere in the State, was very
hectic. Many younger people used to
wonder as to how he couldmanage to visit
three States and hold conferences or State
Committee meetings at the age of 84-85.
Despite his failing health he attended the
marriage ceremony of the son of Com.
Randhawa, Secretary ofPunjab Party. The
reason was that he had promised Com.
Randhawa that he would definitely attend.
He kept his promise because Com. Rand-
hawa was on the death bed. I still remem-
ber when he retumed from Punjab he was
shattered completely and could not stand
the strain. The same night he left for
Bombay to attend the State Committee
Meeting. It appears to me now that his
bones were already affected by Cancer
then.

Com. BTR used to write orread late
at night sometimes as late as 2 am if a
particular article forPD,Marxist or Work-
ing Class had to be finished within the time
limit. During his illness, in the month of
March he completed the document “Right
to Work”. There were controversies, dis-
cussions as to how to apply this right to
work principle in various states including
West Bengal or Kerala. In the Secretariatmeetings held mentwas placed and discussed in the conference held on
at our piace, he briefed us, explained the points and de- 2-3 April. Com.BTR could not attend and the document
mands to be put forward in the conference. This washis was circulated.
last contribution to trade union movement. The docu- It was surprising for me sometimes that many

Se legen people, outsiders anda ae

sympathisers used to
send their documents,
such as “Stalin” or “In-
ternational Situation” or
on “Religion” for his
remarks. Many times he
used to go through the
documents and send his
remarks. Sometimes, he
used to give tosomeother
capable comrade to read

* it when it was not pos-
_ sible for him. His hun-

,
~

i”
¥

| a 4, ger for knowledge was

eet a unprecedented. The re-
RR a cent article on Jawahar-

4 A lal Nehru centenary in

fuse og fe oh Marxisttook him days to
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read thematerial. He askedCom.
Saha tobring the necessary books
from the library. Hemadeplenty
ofnotes and wrote sucha lengthy

ry article. He was very much wor-
RB

%
al ried whether it would be com-

£ “|| pleted within the time limit.i :

Ta
y
$ Again itwas corrected and given

re i Nal to Com. Rajan.
During his illness, once in

January 1990 he asked for the typewriter and got the
matter typed for the Party in the hospital. People around
wondered whether there was a patient in the next room or
an office.

There was no wonder, therefore, he wrote on
“International Situation” during this period which was to
be his last document. During his illness in Tata hospital
he used to think about the events in East Europe. He dis-
cussed with many comrades when they met him in the
hospital about the present international situation. One
could see his agony when principles ofMarxism-Lenin-
ism were being discarded, when CommunistPartieswere
being disbanded.

Com. BTR never wavered or denied what he said
earlier. For instance his views on International situation
at the time of India-China war in 1962-64. He gave his
views to one of the local dailies saying there was no ag-
gression byChina and India-China issue shouldbe settled
peacefully. One can remember those days when we were
all arrested and the public opinion was against the Party.
The local press published the views ofCom. BTR. After
‘such a hullabaloo the particular daily thought that Com.
BTR would repudiate it. But he stood to his words and he
was put under arrest and released only in 1966.

For downtrodden people in Kerala, his name
Com.BTRwaseverywhere.Nobody knows ‘B.T.Ranad-
ive’ as person. But Com. BTR, yes. He loved the people
of Kerala. He was proud of the politically conscious ag-
ricultural workers, their simple living and love for the
party to which AKG belonged. In his last illness he
suddenly inquired aboutCom. Susheela’s health. Every-
body knew how much BTR loved AKG.

Since many months Com. BTR was very much
concerned about increasing parliamentarianism in our.
party work. He was angry when nobody spoke about the
attacks on Tripura in the last elections in Parliament
house while rigging in Amethi was condemned. He used
towelcome criticism on the party work or on trade union.
He used to criticise our articles, writings, severely when
he found deviations from the party line. He did his best
to save the party cadres from going in wilderness. He
wanted the discipline in the party, and to adopt demo-
cratic norms in the mass movement, which were not

always cared for. Many of our comrades in CITU or trade
unions used to forget about the line of class struggle and
party, and he rebuked.

The way he loved the cadres of the working class
is something to be remembered. Therefore, many com-
rades wept at the bed side in the hospital. Those who
loved the party, he had tremendous respect for them and
he would do anything for them, but deviation from the
party line he would not tolerate.

Being bom in the Prarthana Samajist family,
Com. BTR always held progressive and modern views.
He used to scold those senior comrades who adopted the
old ideas like shaving of their heads after their father’s
death orwearing sacred threads etc,whilealwaysmaking
the difference between the workers and party leaders.

CITUAND COM.BTR
What CITU is today is due to the work and

guidance of Com. BTR. On account of his persistent
guidance, correct line of class struggle, tactics of united
front of the working class, the CITU became one of the
foremost trade unions in the country. Not only CITU but
other Federations guided by Com. BTR also made their
impact on the movement. One is still unable to under-
Stand as to how many Federations and unions he was
guiding besides CITU. He used to handle a number of
complicated problems of the unions. The more difficult
and complicated the problems the more he was inter-
ested to tackle it as a challenge and tried to solve it. His
great authority and understanding of the problems made
the solution satisfactory for those who were involved in
it.

DEFENDER OF THEWOMEN’S CAUSE
Com. BTR was defender of the women’s cause.

Those ofourwomen comrades who have listened to him
in the conferences, conventions,meetings, etc.will know
how he used to appeal and rebuke to the Party comrades
and leaders for not sending theirwomen folk and women
in general for the meetings. The party and CITU do not
pay attention to their political education, and political
consciousness. He used to lash at the feudal tendencies
existing in the party and trade unions towardswomen. At
every conference he addressed in any state he would
question as towhyonlya fewwomenwereattending. The
leaders used to come to me and say apologetically, “We
tried to bring women. We were afraid of Com. BTR’s
remarks ” Even the politically advanced states such as
Bengal and Kerala, he used to question the comrades
about their inactivity, towards women. Suddenly he used
to ask the leader in the conference, “Why there is not a
single woman here?” The leader had no proper answer.

For the political understanding about the role of
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women and working women in the trade unions, the
CITU decided to have working women’s wing under
CITU. It was a great relief for working women in
Federations, unions, like LIC, Banks, that their specific
problems were taken up by the unions. It was Com.
BTR’s persistent efforts and guidance that the All India
Co-ordination Committee of Working Women was
formed and he askedme to take up thewhole responsibil-
ity. The journal “Voice of the Working Women” was
Started in 1978-79. It was on his insistance that “Kamkaji
Mahila” in Hindi was started for Hindi speaking areas. I
still remember how Com. BTR scolded our comrades in
CITU when some women leaders from other countries
were left to entertain bymeonly. All other secretaries left
the room. Com. BTR was very much interested and
anxious to organise the working women in trade unions.
He used to guide the work of AIDWA. Manya time he
guided us on various issues. -

BTR LIVED A SIMPLE LIFE
I came into contact with Com. BTR during the

period of the 40 days general strike ofTextileWorkers in
Bombay in 1939-40. I was asked to write a diary on the
day to day activities of the workers after visiting them at
the mill gates and chauls. Com. BTR used to work for
“Girni KamgarUnion, Lal Bawata”. After a few days, we
got married in 1939. The same day he had to go under-
ground because the Second World War had been de-
clared.

in one room atRangnekar’s place,who looked afterUday
when we got arrested. During the period 1951-52, he
could not do much work because ofpolitical differences
in CPI. As he had no work he used to sit and read alone
in the room. He helpedme and Uday whenI had to go to
job and maintain ourselves. It was the Rangnekar’s
family who helped us all the time in our bad days.

Com.BTR lived a very simple life. We had to stay .

Many comrades were astonished to hear the Ka-
lidas or Mahabharat in the meetings he addressed. His
memory was very sharp even in the hospital.

Com. BTR was a firm believer in science. If no
scientific answer to his illness was given by the doctor,
he would not be satisfied. Many times he used to ask
Nilu, his daughter-in-law, who is a doctor, about his
illness. Uday who was all the time at the bedside during
his last days made his life bearable. He used to inquire
about Uday whether he was there or not. He remineded
him ofmany incidents in the past when he was a school
boy which made him laugh. In fact he becamea friend
and Com. BTR confided in him, told him about his past
life, how many times he went to jail and how he was
treated. He called me and told, “TellUday that he had to
go to Delhi again, because he had some appointments”.
This had a reference becauseUday was prevailing upon
him not to leave Bombay for some more days. Com.
BTRmust have felt it that he did not listen to Uday. Un-
fortunately, he had come back to Bombay to be admitted
directly to the hospital and till last he could not come
home.

Sucha selfless and devoted party leader, aman of
principles, is very rarely found. This loss is a very big
loss for the Party and working class and created a
vacuum in the party. He used to love those comrades
who readMarxism-Leninism, the basic principles of the
partyofLenin. Hewrote on “Stalin” inGanashakti. That
showed his love for the man who saved mankind by
winning the SecondWorldWardespite criticism on him.

Com. BTR tried to keep the purity ofMarxism-
Leninism. Those principles are being eroded at present
and he felt very unhappy when he was alive. He died
while thinking about the future of the party. Let us try to
build theParty and keep the red bannerhigh forwhich he
fought and gave his life.
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'T he nameof B. T. Ranadive and his over six decades
of revolutionary activities will no :ubt get a significant
place in the annals of the revolutionary movement in
India. He devoted his entire life for the cause of the
liberation of the working class and the toiling people of
India. He could nct pay proper attention to himselfor his
familymembers. Though he breathed his last in the early
hours of 6th April 1990 he left behind a rich heritage
which will always be cherished by generation after gen-
eration in our country and outside.

I had an occasion to meet Com. B.T.Ranadive in
the year 1945 when he came to Sholapur for themeeting
of the Maharashtra Provincial Committee of the undi-
vided Communist Party of India. I had occasion to attend
the meeting as an invitee. In themeeting Com. BTR ex-
plained the national and international situation which
created a deep impact on my mind. He spoke for 3 hours
and gave a clear cut analysis of the situation. His
concluding speech in the meeting clarified all the points
raised by comrades during the discussion.

I requested Com. BTR to address a meeting of
party members working on the students’ front in Sho-
lapur to which he readily agreed. As soon as he took his
seat in the meeting the first question he asked was why
there was not a single girl student in the party. “Are we
building the movement of only male students ?” he
commented. In the meeting ne explained at length the
task before the student movement and called upon the
party members to join as full timers in the mass organi-
sation and not to be in search for lucrative jobs. Later I
told Com. BTR that after graduation I would become a
full timer in the trade union movement. He put his warm
hand on my shoulder by way ofappreciation. I became a
full timer in the trade union of textile workers in 1948
which was incidentally founded in 1934 by Com. BTR
himself. When I saw him lying in state in Janashakti in
Bombay on 7th April suddenly I remembered theepisode
with tearful eyes.
MOST FAVOURITE LEADER

As a delegate to the Maharashtra Conference of
the CPI in 1947 I had an opportunity to hear BTR’s
brilliant analysis of the situation then prevailing in the
country. He very sharply criticised in his speech the
short-comings in the party organisation and emphasising
the need for ideological development of party cadres. In
1948, I had pleasure of hearing BTR’s speech before
party comrades who were delegates to the conference of
theAll India Students Federation held inBombaywherein

M.K. PANDHE
BTR explained the rising people’s struggles and need for
party to adopt a militant line. His capacity to marshall
facts and cogently present convincing arguments was
clearly seen in his speech. BTR was indeed the most
favourite party leader at the time.

LaterI had nooccasion tomeethim till 1951 since
he had to go undergroumnd after becoming the General
Secretary of the Party. During this period the party
committed sectarian and adventuristmistakes. However,
he admitted theseerrors and corrected them subsequently.
In my association with him I found he was very cautious
about these errors and was always emphasising the need
to consult the masses before launching any struggle.

BTR’s critics only harp on themistakes and failed
to emphasise his spectacular contributions to the revolu-
tionarymovement in India—- objective assessmentofhis
entire active life clearly indicate that theseerrors pale into
insignificance considering his profound contribution to
the revolutionary theory and practice in India.

CAMPAIGN OF DENIGRATION
Since 1951 a campaign of outright denigration of

BTRwas startedbyDange and his supporters in the party.
I was among thosewhowere dubbed asBTR’s supporters
and a campaign of vindictiveness was initiated against
BTR and others. Imust say thatBTR faced the campaign
with extreme calmness and behaved like a disciplined
soldier in the revolutionary movement. While admitting
errors of the sectarian period he was fully supporting the
party and his mass organisations. In this period he con-
tributed several articles and written studied books which
clearly pointed out that he was still the tallest contempo-
raryMarxist-Leninist in the country. WheneverI used to
go to Bombay I used to meet Com. BTR and he was
always in his jovial mood. He was not speaking much
about the vilification campaign against him launched by
Dange and others. The campaign failed to cut much ice
and BTR continued to become more and more popular
among the rank and file workers. He was acccessible to
all and stream of visitors were calling on him regularly.
His intellectual capacities were known even to Stalin and.
when the 4 memberundivided party delegation met him_
he told”themthatthe party should| not_be vindictive. to-
Ranadive ssincehis intelléctual abilitieswouldbe a great
asset to theparty.Dangeand his group however thought
this was a threat to their leadership.

BTR was elected as a Secretary of the Maharash-
tra Committee of the Party despite the vilification cam-
paign by those who wanted to take the party on the
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write but BTR encouraged
and guidedme in writing ar-
ticles. Dangewas not happy
about my association with
BTR and he expressed this
On one or two occasions.

In 1961 Vithal Cho-
wdhury of Bombay organ-
ised a TU class of engincer-
ing workers in which BTR
and myself were invited as
speakers. Dange did not al-
low me to go to the class.
However, BTR’s writings in
New Age weekly and
monthly continued to attract
more and more readers and
he ranked among the most
outstanding thinkers in In-
dia. He was regularly invited
for party and TU classes all
over India.

reformist line. As a Secretary of the Provincial unitof the
party he made important contributions during the
Samyukta Maharashtra agitation and Goa liberation
struggle. In Samyukta Maharashtra agitation he led the
struggle for a separate linguistic provinceofMaharashtra
but he always fought the chauvinist elements in the
movement. Dange was advocating a line of full co-
operation with the chauvinist elements. BTR’s warning
proved to be correct in view of the rise of Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra whose leadership was a constituent of
SamyuktaMaharashtramovement and was dragging the
movement on chauvinist lines.

AGAIN IN THE CENTRAL LEADERSHIP
I had some difficulty in getting permission to

undertake research for Ph.D. It was through BTR’s help
as Secretary of the Provincial Committee that I could get
the required permission. When Iwas inGokhale Institute
in PoonaBTR stayedwith me on two occasions and gave
me suggestions about my doctoral thesis. I am still
proudly keeping with me a message of greetings sent by
BTR on the occasion ofmy marriage in 1957. Inciden-
tally, he was present during the marriage ofmy son and
daughter. In personal matters he was very keen in obser-
vation of normal relations.

The undivided party realised thatBTR should be
given higher responsibility and he was called to work in
the party centre at Delhi in 1957. I also joined the party
centre in 1958 in the Central headquarters of the AITUC.
i had frequent opportunities to meet him. He was then
editor of theoreticalmonthly of the party New Age andI
used to write in it from time to time. I was hesitating to

BTR played a very important role in upholding
the 1957 and 1960 documents of the International Com-
munist movement and fought against the revisionist de-
viations. During the India-Chinawar he boldly came for-
ward to say thata socialist countrywould not commit ag-
gression and advocated the settlement of India-China
border dispute through peaceful negotiations.

INDIA-CHINA DISPUTE
Iused to regularlymeetBTR andgetclarifications

on various ideological issues. I was convinced by the ar-
guments advanced by him. His uncompromising stand
against all deviations from Marxism and his merciless
criticism against all bourgeois ideologies within the
working class movement made him extremely popular
among the rankand file partymembers. During the India-
China war several party leaders openly demanded expul-
sion of BTR from the party only to appease the Indian
bourgeoisie. However BTR remained firm and did not
budge an inch from his stand.

Indian bourgeoisie know who was theoretically
guiding the revolutionary elements in the party.
Ranadive’s arrest and keeping him under detention for a
long time only shows the keeness of the bourgeoisie to
suppress the revolutionary section in the Communist
movement.

Thad an occasion tomeetBTR when he came for
theHabeusCorpuspetition in SurpremeCourtalongwith
S. V. Parntekar and others. I was surprised to see that
BTR was well acquainted with all the developments
outside. He enquired about the well being of several
comrades outside and was happy to know that over-
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whelming majority of the comrades in the party were
adhering to a revolutionary line within the party.

Even though BTR was in jail Dange showed vin-
dictiveness. In September 1963 March to Parliament,
release of political prisoners was not demanded. Some
comrades in the procesion shouted slogans demanding
release of BTR but had to face charge sheets. Among
them was P. R. Krishnan of Bombay.

BTR continued to be under detention till 1966 but
he used to write his opinions on various national and
international issues. After the split in the party a question
of formation of another T. U. centre came to the fore
front. Though in jail, BTR gave the opinion that we
should continue to work in the AITUC and fight for
united movements.

FORCEFUL APPEAL FOR UNITY
In the 1966 AITUC conference in Bombay BTR

madea forceful appeal for unity within the AITUC but
Dange ignored this appeal. In the conference he was
elected as a member of the General Council of the
AITUC. After the Conference BTR functioned from
Calcutta and I was in Delhi in the Central Head Quarters
ofAITUC. However, BTR gave me regular guidance on
all the issues. Periodically I used tomeet him for detailed
guidance. Without his guidance it would have been
difficult to fight the disruptive role of Dange within
AITUC head quarters. Between 1966 and 1970 BTR
gave a militant leadership to the revolutionary elements
within the AITUC and resolutely fought class collabora-
tionist policies of Dange leadership.

When it became extremely difficult to work unit-
edly within the AITUC an all India meeting of T. U.
actvisistswas called in Calcutta in 1969 to assess the situ-
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ation. BTR presented an exhaustive report in themeeting
and explained the situation in the T. U. movment. He ad-
vocated a policy of continuation in AITUC and fight for
united movement. The meeting approved its stand.

BTR was the author of the document on Tasks on
the Trade Union Front which guided the ranks with a
revolutionry perspective. It gave call for a determined
struggle against alien class ideology.

STRUGGLE AGAINST ADVENTURISM
BTR’scontribution againstadventuristandNaxal-

ite deviation armed the ranks with a clear cut perspective
of a revolutionary movement. He was in the forefront in
explaining both the deviations to the ranks which played
a notable role in unifying the revolutionary movement. I
periodically used do discussmy doubts with BTR and he
was always prepared to explain the stand point. It was a

|
rare quality in BTR that even if one differed with him it
wasa pleasure toarguewith him and understand the logic

Despite repeated efforts
to preserve unity of the AITUC
Dange was out to destroy its
unity. During the beginning of
1970when it became clear thatit
was impossible to function
within the AITUC due to un-
democratic style of functioning
of Dange and his determination
to impose class collaborationist policies on the AITUC,
BTR took initiative in calling a convention in Goa in
April 1970 and he played a leading role in taking a
decision to break from the AITUC and calling an All
India T.U. Convention at Calcutta in May 1970. BTR
gave detailed guidance in preparing all the documents of
the convention. Even personally he had gone through all
the resolutions. The resolution on United Action of the
working class was completely redrafted by him.

FOUNDER OF CITU
I shifted to Calcutta in 1969 and had occasion to

work closely with him. We were staying together and I
had amagnificentopportunity todiscuss with him almost
daily, sometimeextending upto 3 hours variousproblems
in the working class and the trade union movement. I
could learn several things concerning strategy and tactics
of the trade union movement during these discussions. I
would also learnmuch about the T.U.movement in early
Stages and could greately benefit from his vast experi-
ence. Despite his other polticial commitments he could
find time to go into details of all aspects of CITU
activities. He always used to emphasise to develop link
between the day to day T.U. activities and the final goal
of establishment of socialism.

He wrote extensively on almost every problem
facing the working class during the last 20 years. His
speeches before the CITU conferences, working com-
mittee andGeneral Councilmeetings, conferences of in-.
dustrywise federations, his articles in CITU journal, The
Working Class, hismessages and articles ofhundreds of
souvenirs brought out by CITU and non-CITU Unions,
booklets hewroteon severalmaterialswill be an encyclo-
paedia of the T.U. movement. This does not include his
other political writings which may be of the same size or
even more. The decision of the CITU secretariat to
publish his writings will be greately welcomed by the
T.U. activists of all affiliations.

Ranadive has been regularly guiding us in the
united movement of the working class. In the formation
of the United Council of Trade Unions (UCTU), The
National Campaign Committee of Trade Unions (NCC)
and the Committee of Public Sector Trade Unions

behindhis arguments



(CPSTU) BTR has played a noteworthy role. He repeat-
edly gave suggestions to improve their functioning and
build common programme.

CRITIQUE OF SHORTCOMINGS
BTRwasalways forthrighi in criticising theweak-

ness of the T. U. movement, particularly about the un-
democratic functioning of the T. U. , neglect of the
problem ofunorganisedworkers, unemployedworkforce,
working women. He was never afraidofpublicly criticis-
ing ceriain wrong practices in the T. U. movement. He
openly criticised the working class for not sufficiently
coming forward againstnational emergencyduring 1975.
On the question of worker-peasant alliance and on the
need for working class and peasant alliance he was
strongly critical of the trade unions about their failure to
understand their importance.

Despite his busy schedule he was always finding
time togive lectures in T.U. and party classes. Heperson-
ally knew several thousands ofT. U. comrades and could
talk to them about the problems of their industry. His
memory was so sharp that he could quite often remember
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his earlier conversation with comrades.

It was an amazing experience forme that he was
extremely keen togo into each and everydetail during his
discussions with me on public sectorwage negotiations.
His guidance and advice helped us immensely to know
how long to fight and when to settle. Hewas consistently
advising us to combine negotiations round the table with

mass movements at the grass root level.
BTR was indeed a confirmed internationalist and

was always advocating friendship with socialist coun-
tries, solidarity with theworking class ofadvanced capi-
talist countries and firm support to all anti-imperialist and
anti-racist movemenis of the third world countries. He
was however e-.tremely concerned about the recent de-
velopments in Lustem Europe and SovictUnion but was
confident that ultinately scientific socialism would
triumph in th. world. Even when his healu was deterio-
rating he was always enquiring about these develop-
ments.

BTR had no interest in his life except the task of
achieving revolutionary transformation of the society.
Hewas reluctant to go abroad since he had somuch to do
in India., “We have not achieved socialism in our coun-
try - what we can tell others about our achievements”.
Despite successes achieved by our movements his atten-
tion was always directed to the fact thatwe were far away
from our cherished gcaal.

The passing away of BTR is a loss which is
irreparable. However, he has left a legacy of several
thousands of young and middle level and senior leader-
ship trained by him. The task before us is to follow the
guidelines given by him. His writing is the living mem-
ory of BTR which will always show us light during
difficult period.

BTR’s call for the formation of Confederation of
TradeUnions is now welcomed by several other national
centres including the INTUC. This is positive develop-
ment. Formation of such a Confederation of Trade Un-
ions will be an ideal monument for him.

Let us pledge to carry forward the struggle initi-
ated by BTR so that the working class of India will
achieve its final objective. By building a collective lead-
ership of CITU, development of active cadres in all
comers of the country, the CITUwill be able to carry for-
ward the behest of the great leader and teacher. The gricf
ofhispassing away is no doubtdifficult to overcome. But
the remarkable guidance given by him will continue to
show us the path in future.
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MOHAMMED AMIN
I saw comrade B.T, Ranadive in 1946 for the first time
on the occasion ofSilver Jubilee session of theAll India
TradeUnion Congress in November atWellington Square.
I was elected a delegate from the jute union. Comrade
BTR met all the communist delegates at night in the
palace ofMaharaja ofMymen Singh in South Calcutta.

He was amember of the Polit Bureau of the party
at that time. He explained the decision of the party to us.
His speech inspired all the delegates very much. It was
the beginning.

T saw him secondtime in 1948 on the occasionof
the 2nd Party Congress at Mohammed Ali Park. From
this party congress he was elected General Secretary of
the CPI.

Thereafterour party wasdeclared illegal andmost
of our leaders were detained. In 1950 a large scale
communal riot took place in and around Calcutta. A good
numberofMuslim juteworkers were compelled to leave
for East Pakistan as the Congress government refused to
protect them. Their houses were looted and burnt and
many were killed.

All themuslimsof Alambazar were forciblydriven
out.I was among them. I went to EastPakistan and started
political work first among the refugees and then among
the railway workers of Saidpur. I was arrested on 19th
September 1951 and was kept in jail without trial under
section 7/3 of the Public Safety Act till the end of 1953,
and after the introduction of passport and visa system I
was released and repatriated on the basis of Indian
nationality.

Therefore, during this period, I could not meet
him.

My third meeting with Com. BTR took place in
1959.On 31st August several thousand people assembled
in front of the Calcutta Raj Bhawan in support of the
demand of food. There was a brutal lathi charge by the
police in which 80 persons died. Most of the leaders
including Comrade Jyoti Basu were in jail. A call was
issued for a Bengal Bandh on 3rd September 1959. This
bundh was unprecendentedly successful. At that time a
meetingof theCentral Committee took place in Calcutta.
As all mills of Titagarh observed the bundh on 3rd
September, the party decided that a workers meeting
should be addressed by Comrade BTR at Titagarh. He
was taken to Titagarh two hours before the schedule time
of the meeting and therefore he could not address the
meeting.

After than there was another gap of about 9 years.
In 1968 our Calcutta comrades brought out the

Urdu weekly “Kisan Mazdoor” and I was appointed its
editor. At that time the office of the CentralCommitteeof
our Party was in Calcuttaand therefore it becamea
routine work for me to meet Comrade BTR on every
Monday to discuss the items tobe published in the paper.
BTR attached much importance to thispaper and toldme
on many occasions that this is the only source for our
party to reach the Muslim masses.

He discussedwith me in detail the editorial policy
of the paper. The arrangement was made that Comrade
Desh Raj Chadha will read out all the captions to him and
on his advice read the details also. He invariably used to
listen to itattentively and in thenextmeeting hepromptly
used to makecomments. Some times I used to discuss im-
portant editorials before publishing it and he used to
make valuable suggestions to improve it further. Some
times he used to tell me that one or two paragraphs should
be re-written enunciating such and such points. This as-
sociation continued till 1977 and was discontinued only
after the Central Committee Office was shifted from
Calcutta to Delhi.

There was another source of my intimacy with
ComradeBTR—“TheBengal ChatkalMazdoorUnion”.
As this union was the biggest union affiliated to CITU,
ComradeBTR used to inaugurate its annual conferences
almost invariably from 1974 to 1989. Only this year he
could not go. It so happened that our conference was
scheduled to be held on 6th April and the news of his
death was broadcast by the radio in itsmorning bulletin.
We had to adjourn the conference for two days after
paying homage to Comrade BTR.

His speecheswere likedby theworkers becauseof
his simplicity ofexpression alongwith humours and cas-
tigations against the exploiters. In private conversations
also he never missed any chance of satire and homour,
sometimes he used to laugh at himself.

During the last Assembly elections in Tripura, I
returned with comrade BTR by the same fight from
Agartala toCalcutta. He had towait forsometime to catch
theevening fight the sameday in the reserve lounge of the
Calcutta Airport. I also stayed there to see him off. On
such occasions BTR becomes eloquent. He talked with
me on various polticial issues and all of a sudden he told
me Comrade Amin, “Everything in the world is repla-
cable except our leaders” and laughed as his habit was.

My last meeting with BTR took place in March
when he came back to Delhi from Bombay after some
treatment. I saw that he was seated in a position of

(Cont'd on Page 31)



HOMAGE TO COM. BIR -

I cannot believe that I have lost my brother Comrade
B.T.R. (Babu).He has gonebut the treasurehe left behind
ofidealism, fighting spirit, sacrifice, love for theparty, for
working classand for thecountry cannotbe and will never
be lost.

] From his school days he had someprinciples.My
father was a social reformer, Prarthana Samajist and
hence since 1920s we had scheduled caste people at our
houseand theyused to serve the familywithwateretc. and
our family was boycotted by the society. I was not even
born at that time. Butmy brothers and sisters told me how
B.T. reacted to this. In his school he developed friendship
with Scheduled Caste boys and being a scholar taught
them and helped them in studies.Whatevermoneyhewas
given as present by relatives was spent on helping three
boys in school. Some of the high class boys attacked him
once for this but he replied in such away that they never
dared to touch him.

He always accepted challenges. When he was in
school hewas challenged that hewas only reading books
and have no guts toplay cricket orany game. He accepted
the challenge and played cricket sowell that hewas taken
in the school cricket team in N.M. Vidyalaya, Pune. _

In 1923 there was a symposium on “Widow
Marriage” and college students were invited to the sym-
posium when fundamentalists said, “It is against religion
and Manusmriti”. He asked permission to speak and
spoke for seven minutes asking the speakers about their
respect to theirmothers and on what is religion, looting
money in the name of God and quoted in Sanskrit how
woman is consideredaGoddess. Immediately two speak-
ers went away from the symposium.

There are several instances in his lifewhere he has
fought for some principles even in his school and college
days.

Our cousin brother Dr. Babasahib Samarth was
| elosely associated with Dr. Ambedkar. BTR was influ-
encedbyMarxistbooks given to him byDr. Adhikari, our
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other cousin, and when he finished his education he im-
mediately joined the Communist movement.

In 1928 and 30s there were English revolutionary
songs, “Arisethe Prisoners ofStarvation etc”.BTRwrote
aMarathi song “Raise the FlagofRevolution”. They used
to sing it and then address the meeting.

In 1934 our father died. We were waiting for BT
to come for funeral but since the strikeof textile workers
was goingon he could notcome.When hemetmymother
afterwards she said, “You have no humanity, you did not
come to console me”. He asked my mother, “Mother,
therewere thousandsofpeople, their wives, theirchildren
fighting for food and their children crying. Then what

“MARXISM-LENINISM WILL NEVER DIE"
AHILYA RANGNEKAR

would myfatherand you have expectedme to do. I know
the heritage ofmy father was ‘humanity’ and I followed
it, are you angry now”?My mother could not say aword.

After that all my brothers and sisters were in the
young Communist League. In everyactionor workhe did,
there was a principled stand and we were all influenced
by it.

Even during our Party life he was very sirict. In
1948 when all ofus werein jail,where facilitiesweren> |

given to the working class and they were given Class II
Status, we had to fight. In 1950sand afterwards, whenwe
weremadeordinarymembersoftheparty,we cannotever
forget the discipline he asked us to follow.

His speeches during Samyukta Maharashtra
movement, Goa Mukti movement are unforgettable.

In 1963 we werein jail and ourmother died. I was
taken under police guard to see her only five minutes
before she died and BT was brought there after she died.
I was furious with the authorities and BT took me aside
and told, “This is the way theGovernmentwill behave and
be prepared for many shocks”.

Heconsideredthe Party as his life. In the hospital
he said, “Ido not want to live as Iam of nouse to the Party”.
He said “Please inform the PB thatmercy killing should
be there”. Every time he was talking about the young
cadres that they will lead the party. His only consideration
was Party and we never forget that. His approach to

women workers also has played a role in recognition of
the place ofwomen in the movement.

If we go on writing about his memoirs they will
never end.

He was critical about the international situation
and said, “Marxism-Leninism will never die. Deviations
will be there but basic principles are the only basis”. Many
visitors asked about the international situation and he
replied “Communism will not be finished”.

Wepledge thatall theprinciples that he fought for
and the faith he had in Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist) will be renewed and carried forward.
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I came in personal contact with Com B.T.Ranadive
after theCentral CommitteeOfficeof theCPI(M)was set
up at Calcutta subsequent to the Party Congress in 1964.
Since then my relation with him grew closer and closer
amd in every details of my party and trade unionworkI
used to get sympathetic guidance from him.

Our countryhas given birth to a numberof tal-
ented communist leaders with great virtues who im-
mensely contributed to the Communistmovement in the
country. But, today after the expiry ofComrade BTR, a
great void has been created in the Party. Thereis no use
lamenting. Through collective work, the party will have
to bridge that void to the extent that is possible. Even
then, the void that has been created in me by his absence
is hauntingme day and night and personally I feel a state
of sudden helplessness in the conduct ofmy day to day
party and trade union work. I don’t know how to
overcome this situation.

Though personally I came to know Com BTR
oniy during his stay at Central Committee Office of
Calcutta after his release from jail, from my very boy-
hood Com. BTR’s image started influencingmypolitical
life and thinking. I got my party membership in 1952
when I was quite young and a student in the college. But
I was influenced by the party even duringmy school days
and after the Second Party Congress in Calcutta in 1948,
when BTR became the General Secretary of the party, I
started admiring the Party and Com. BTR. Though the
party at that time was following a left-sectarian political
line, which was rejected later on, yet the self-sacrificing
and heroic conduct of the party at that time left deep im-
print inme. Not personally, but politically I became as-
sociatedwith Com BTR and the party from that very
period when I was a school boy.

Later on, after 1964, when I came in personal
contact with Com. BTR, I felt really thrilled. At last I

admired from my very boyhodd. Thereafter, as days
passed by, my admiration grew deeper. At every stage I
used to seek his guidance and I got it. I never had any
hesitation to approach him, whether in the Party Office,
or at his residence, in themorning, evening or in thenoon.
I found tomy surprise that even when he was deeply en-
grossed in writing some vital political documents on the
eve of the PB or CC meeting or during the meeting,
whenever I entered his room for consulting him on any
trade union or political problem, he used to stop writing
and then rendered his advice. I used to come out of his
room with refreshing experience.

He is no more now. Man is mortal and he has

couldmeet andcomenearer to aparty leaderwhom I have.

SUKOMAL SEN

passed away atmatured age. Yetmy heart is filled with
inconsolable sadnesswhen I see, that comrade is nomore
towhom my access was free at any time, at any moment
and at any stage, and who could understand the problem
in details and could give suitable guidance.

Iworkin stategovernmentemployees front. Today
whateverdevelopmentwe find in state employees’move-
ment in the country and whatever advance we find on its
organisational aspect, particularly in the growth of All
India State Government Employees’ Federation, I have
tocandidly admit thatmuchof this advance,progress and
growth is due to Com. BTR’s guidance and the political
interest he took in it. It is true that the working class and
the peasantry are the twobasic classes on whom the party
should concentrate its efforts from its revolutionary per-
spective. But in the present stage of development ofour
country as well as other countries, the white collar
employees, whose number is in an increasing order, are
also playing an important role which is conducive and
helpful for the growth of working class struggle and
general democratic movement. Com BTR very well
evaluated the significance that the white collar employ-
ees canplay in the general democratic movement of the
country. Com BTR’s perception in this regard was very
clear. And the political guidance emanating from this
clear perceprion was of immense help to us who are
engaged in organising the trade union struggles of the
state employees. Heknew every details ofourmovement
and organisation. Not only of ours, he had detailed
knowledge ofall the trade union fronts of the country and
capably guided them. Com BTR wasa great champion of
women’s emancipation. Frequently he used to take us to
task for not seriously taking up thewomen’s issue and for
neglecting the taskof organising theworkingwomen. He
sharply criticised us for not promoting the women union
activists to the position ofhigher leadership. Really, it is
from him that we got the inspiration of attaching impor-
tance to the women’s question in the trade unions.

used to getguidance from Com. BTR notonly in
respect ofmy trade union work. The true communist in
him wasa constant source of inspiration tome in my day
today political career.His profound knowledgeofMarx-
ism,Marxistphilosophy and economics andhis clarity of
vision not only put him as one of the strongest pillars of
the party, to individual comrades also who were in touch
with him, he was like a fountain ofMarxian knowledge.
Every bodywho came in contactwith andwho wanted to
know something from him returned with an exhilarating
experience. It is not only in Marxist philosophy and
economics, but in philosophy as such particularly in
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Upanishadic and Vedantic phi-
ae losophy, in art and culture, in
‘ literature Com BTR possessed

an admiring knowledge. His
knowledge in Sanskritgavehim
full access to Indian philoso-
phy and traditional thoughts. I
had the opportunity ofdiscuss-
ing with him a variety of sub-
jects and when engrossed in
these discussions, I found him

even putting aside, for the time being, other immediately
important work ofdrafting political reports etc.

Com. BTR used to emphasise on basic studies in
Marxism and theoretical writings. And hewas acommu-
nistwhomatched every word ofhis practice. He himself
was a voracious reader and a prolific writer. Depth ofhis
theoretical writings was a constant source of inspitation
to me. He urged me also for theoretical and serious
writing. When my book “Working Class of India” was
published in 1978, he was very glad to read it. Soon, he
made a detailed review of the book in Peoples’ Democ-
racy. But his review itself became a self contained
treatise in itself on the ideology and histroy of the
working class movement. I found him equally happy
when I handed over to him my other book ‘May Day and
Eight Hours’ Struggle in India’. But he wanted me to
write more. Sometimes he used to rebuke me for not
doing enough theoretical work. One day he scolded me
saying ‘Comrade you will soon go out of circulation if
you don’t write”. This scolding did not dampen me, on
the contrary it inspired me for reading and writing.

I found his knowledge and understanding on the
international situation of immense demension. He was a
seniormemberof thePolit Bureau of the party and Presi-
dent ofCITU. He had ample scope for foreign travel. But
he disliked it. Perhaps during his life he visited two or
three countries only. He refused to go abroad unlike
others. He was totally averse to publicity and prone to
simplicity. But his knowledge of international affairs
wasmore profound thanmany comradeswho are orwere
very well travelled. The latest developments in Eastern
Europe and Soviet Union were extremely shocking and
painful to him. In personal discussion I found him revuls-
ing at what is happening in those countries. Even while
at death bed andwhilewrithing with unbearable pains he
delved himself into studying and evaluating these inter-
national developments. This is an unusual traitofcharac-
ter.Notat all fearing death, the revolutionary communist
in him, till he breathed his last, kept himself engrossed
with political thinking. How amazing it is that while
counting days and hours for the final moment, afflicted
as he was with a terminal desease, he could not afford to
miss a single minute which he used for his last political
and trade union contributions.

Com. BTR was an unusually large-hearted com-
munist leader and hardly I found in him any persoaal bias
Or prejudice against any comrade. He used to bitierly
criticise comrades for their mistakes and slips, but that
did not lead him to any biased attitude against that or
these comrades. His candid temperament and deep sense
ofhumourwere particularlypleasing. Sometimes I found,
even at the next moment of bitter criticism against any
comrade or group of comrades in any meeting, he made
humourous and witty remarks and burst into laughter
heartily and made laugh every one including those re-
buked and criticised by him. This is possible only for a
generous and large hearted communist free from any
trace of vanity.

His deep personal affection for the comrades was
another rare quality. He proved by his own nature that
disinterestedness and indifference to comrades’ personal
problems, their health, their family conditions and all
other personal issues are not a necessary quality for the
comrades irrespective of their nearness or distance from
him was another soothing experience. Comrades’ illness
and personal difficulties deeply moved this great com-
munist. Particularly I cannot forget this quality in him. I
would like to mention here one of my personal experi-
ences. Few years back my wife was attacked with a
difficult type ofailment and I wasa little anxious for her.
Com. BTR came to know about herailments. Since then,
for the next few years he never forgot to askme aboutmy
wife’s health. Where and how she was being treated. I
found in him a constant anxiety for her although Com.
BTR did not know her personally. I simply admire how
it was possible for a top-most party leader like him even
to remember such petty personal problems ofa comrade
like me !

Today whenI think and think about himI recall
some other personal experiences which left deep imprint
in me. I remember that whenever I went to meet him at
his residence at Delhi in the morning, instead of asking
me towait, he used to inviteme tohisbreak-fast table and
then start discussing the problem I raised. Comrade
Vimal servedme tea and food and if I felt reluctant to take
any thing Com. BTR pressed me to eat. Then I ate and
discussed,

With his passing away, we will also miss this
unusual affection of a top leader for the cadres of the
party! I would like to cite another instance of his ex-
tremely courteous and vanity-free behaviour. Oneofmy
younger brothers, who is a scientist in Calcutta and also
a party member came to Delhi for his visa for attending
an International conference on Nuclear Physics at Bei-
jing. He expressed to me his desire to be personally
introduced to Com. BTR. I told Com. BTR about the
same. He readily agreed. One day I took my brother to
Com. BTR in his room atCC office. Tomy utter surprise
as soon as my brother enteredCom. BTR’s room, Com.
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BTR who was writing something, stood up from his seat
andwarmly shook hands withmy brother and then asked
him to be seated. Then for a few minutes there was some
interesting conversation and my brother left with an un-
usual impression about the man whom he met. The
manner and courtesy with which he receivedmy brother,
even now I cannot forget. A rare quality which I found
in him was simply overwhelming.

—

Another incident moved me deeply and deeply
and still I think how it was possible? One day Com. BTR
was attending party fraction meeting of ours. The meet-

ing was being held in BTR’s room in CC Office. In the

meeting Com. BTR was speaking on a very serious sub-
ject. One of the comrades in the meeting becamea little
inattentive and was glancing over a newspaper. Com.
BTR took him to task for his inattentiveness. I was
writing theminutes of themeeting. Suddenly I gota little
diverted for a few seconds only whenmy attention fell on
a book lying in BTR’s table. Com. BTR marked it and
severely chidedme. I personally felt that itwas toomuch
for Com. BTR and the chiding was disproportionate to

my fault, because I was very attentive and writing min-
utes and only for a few seconds the book diverted my at-
tention. After the meeting was over, when all comrades
left Com. BTR asked me to stay. Then tomy utter emba-
rassment he pleaded guilty and said, “Com. Sukomal I
beg to be.excused, actually I did not mean you, I was
angry with that comrade who was reading newspaper”.
Icould not answer, my voice was chockedwith emotion,
not for the earlier chiding but for Com. BTR’s
pleading to be excused and that too to a comrade of my
status !

The question that is posed before me now is what
is acommunist quality ? Disinterestedness, indifference,
intolerence, feeling no concern for the comrades, no per-
sonal affection, rudeness, conceited and haughty behav-
iour, treating the comrades lower in rank with some sort
of indifference verging on contempt and always keeping
a distance from them or the vice-versa, tolerance, deep
concern, personal affection, courteous, amiable and frank
behaviour, respecting the dignity and sentiment of the
comrades and understanding their difficulties— which-
ever rank he may belong to and always keeping closer to
the comrades? If the latter ones are true and definitely
those are true, Com. B.T.Ranadivewas indeed a commu-
nist leader of exemplary nature, a genuine revolutionary
anda true disciple ofMarx, Engles, Lenin !

Today he is no more. But he has left for us lofty
tradition—-great tasks unfinished. Wewill beable to pay
genuine respect to him if we make our best efforts to
emulate his great communist virtues, his revolutionary
fervour, and try to proceed with the tasks began by him
and other illustrous communist leaders of our country.
Red Salute to Com. BTR!
Long Live Com. B.T.R.!

(Cont'dfrom Page 18)
His views about relation between the Party and

Trade Union, and his stress on the importance of recruit-
ing large number of workers in the party was expressed
again and again. In the booklet on Tasks on T. U. Front,
he criticised the callousness on the partofour trade union
leaders with regard to recruitment of workers as party
members in the following words, “There are instances of
trade unions where we have been working formore than
a decade and where we are not having even ten party
members, not one party member per year” (Tasks on
Trade Union Front” - 1967-P/52).

This was according to Comrade BTR due to re-
formist understanding of the trade union movement.

Again in September 1983 the Central Committee
amended the 1967 resolution on “Tasks on Trade Union
Front”, where he again emphasied on the developmentof
the party among theworking class in the followingwords
: “It is clear beyond doubt that any trade union activity,
whatever may be its pretensions to be revolutionary, is
purely reformist activity if itdoes not lead to rapid expan-
sion of the party among the workers After all we want
a mass Party and it can arise only in the course of the
struggle. But it does not arise spontaneously, it has to be

organised consciously through the lever of trade union

struggle”. ;

In the same book he again and again emphasised
on the question ofworking class-peasant unity and its im-
portance for the development of revolutionary struggle.

Posterity will remember him as one of the great
teachers and guides ofMarxism-Leninism, an organiser
of a revolutionary Party and the mass organisation. We
can show our real respect to his memory ifwe can follow
his teachings and guidance he gave to the Party and the

working class till the last days of his life. CITU should
print the collected volumes of his writings which will
help the new generation to know the real application of
Marxism-Leninism in the given conditions and circum-
stances prevailing in our country.

(Cont'dfrom Page 27)

relaxation. Shaking hand withme he asked, ““What is hap-
pening in Kashmir?” I was surprised thatbeing gravely ill
he does not think about himself but was anxious about
Kashmir?

A determined fighter agaisnt imperialism and
capitalism throughout his life, Comrade BTR could not
be subdued by death as well.We havemuch to learn from
him.We hope that hiswritings will be collected and pub-
lished in major Indian languages so thatmillions of new
party and trade union workers are benefitted and inspired
to workmore effectively to take ourworking people for-
ward in the struggle for peace, democracy and socialism.
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34 THEWORKING CLASS MAY 1990

MAY DAY MANIFESTO OF THE CITU, 1990
On the centenary of the obsevance ofMay Day, 1990
the Centre of Indian Trade Union renews its pledge to
hold high the banner of proletarian internationalism and
sends its warm revolutionary greetings to the interna-
tional working class fighting against capitalism and im-
perialism, for world peace, democracy and socialism. It
greets the working class of the capitalist countries strug-
gling against growing unemployment and deteriorating
economic conditions. It greets the working class and
people of the third world countries fighting against pov-
erty, backwardness and imperialist threat to subvert their
independence. It extends unqualified support to the
national liberation movements fighting against the fas-
cist cliques supported by imperialism.

The centenary year of the May Day has come in
the wake of a marked sharpening of contradictions be-
tween imperialism and socialism. The imperialist inter-
ventionin China to subvert the socialist state by boosting
the counter-revolutionary forces marked the beginning
of the onslaught of the internal reactionary forces helped
by imperialism on the socialist states. The CITU warmly
greets the People’s Republic of China for sucessfully
fighting down the counter revolutionaries and safeguar-
ing the socialist state under the leading role of the
Communist Party.

But since then the developments in the Eastem
European countries have caused deep concer to the
international working class. The socialist states in East-
erm Europe got completely overwhelmed by the internal
reactionaries. Deviations from the revolutionary tradi-
tions of the May Day, the reformist trend and the pro-
longed violation of the Marxist-Leninist norms in the
functioning of the working class states alienated the
Communist Parties from the people and allowed the
growth of internal reactionaries to destablise the socialist
states with the help of imperialism. Under the garb of
reforming socialism, these forces are trying to restore
capitalism in these countries. With an anti-communsit
frenzy, world imperialism, taking advantage of these
deviations is propagating the demise of socialism and the
triumph of capitalism. By distorting history, it wants the
working class to forget the mighty achievements of
socialism. In India too the enemies of socialism are
echoing the imperialist propaganda to denigrate social-
ism and the revolutionary pledge of the May Day to
confuse the working class.

The Centenary May Day has come to give a fresh
call to the international working class to carry forward a
militant course of movement on the revolutionary path
‘based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism which

cannot be subverted by world reaction.
On this May Day the CITU calls upon the trade

unions to come out sharply in defence of socialism and
recall the triumph of the great October Revolution, the
tremendous advance of human progress under socialist
system and the deepening in-built crisis of capitalism.
The foundation of the first socialist state based on social-
ised means of production abolished exploitation of man
by man— the pledge ofMay Day. It gave right to work
and solved the problem of unemployment. All round
socio-economicdevelopmentby socialistplanning turned
the Soviet Union into a most developed country in the
world out of a scratch. The mighty victory of the Soviet
Union over fascism led to the emergence of the socialist |

camp liberating millions from the yoke of imperialism
and colonialism and changing the correlation of class
forces in favour of the working class, pushing world
capitalism into a phase of general crisis. On the question
of world peace, the records of the two systems have
shown that while socialism thrived on peace and
development, imperialism thrived on war and destruc-
tion.

The CITU asserts that this massive transforma-
tion could be achieved in such a short time because the
revolutionary section of the working class movement
continued to abide by the revolutionary traditions of the
earlier May Day. The earlier May Day was not only
devoted to the defence of the immediate interests of the
working class, but it also inscribed on its banner the
slogan of international unity of the working class and
capture ofpolitical power by theworking class to end the
capitalist system and its exploitation.

On this centenary day the CITU further asserts
that the difficulties that have cropped up and themistakes
that have been caused by the socialist countries can be
rectified by remaining faithful to the Marxist-Leninist
doctrine. The set back is temporary. But capitalism is
bound tomeet its doom due to its inherent contradictions.
The crisis in the capitalist countries is still deepening
with rising unemployment. The reforms imposed in the
Eastern European countries have sparked the growth of
unemployment and inflation. The imperialist countries
are unable to survive withoutmilitarising their economy.
The U. S. imperialists have refused to abandon the Star
WarProject. They have not given up theirdrive forworld
domination andmilitary superiorityover the SovietUnion.
On thisMayDay, theCITU calls for carrying forward the
struggle for peace as an integral part of struggle against
imperialism. It further calls for extending full support to
‘the non-aligned movement to strengthen the struggle for



peace and safeguard the sovereignty ofIndia and the third
world countries against imperi ‘ist intervention.

On this May Day the C{ U greets the struggling
people of the Soviet Union and wishes them success in
surmounting all the problems to develop socialism on the
basic principles ofMarxism-Leninism. It expresses deep
concern over theethnic problems and is confident that the
Soviet Union will successfully solve them adhering to the
Leninist principles.

The CITU warmly greets Cuba, DPRK and Viet-
nam for their steadfastadherance to the path ofMarxism-
Leninism and fightagainst imperialism for the protection
of the socialist states and to the leading role of the

working class.
The CITU extends full solidarity with People’s

Democratic Repubic of Afghanistan in its grim struggle
to safeguard the sovereignty and integrity of the country
against the counter revolutionaries being supported by
theU. S. imperialism and Pakistan in total violation of the
Afghan accord.

The CITU extends full support to the Intifada and
the valiant struggle of the Palestinian people under the
leadership of PLO against the imperialist backed Israeli
Zionists, for their own homeland.

On this centenary the CITU hails the independ-
ence ofNamibiawhich brought to an end the last vesiige
ofcolonial rule in Africaafteroneof thebitterest struggles
of the freedom loving people under the leadership of
SWAPO against the abominable apartheid, against the
successors of Hitlerite fascism and against imperialism
and world reaction.

The CITU hails the unconditional release ofNel-
son Mandela, the legendary leader of the South African
people,andextends full support to their continued struggle
to dismantle apartheid in its entirety and establisha free,
democratic and non-racial South Africa in pursuance of
the Freedom Charter of the ANC.

The CITU extends full support to the Sandinistas
and the peopleofNicaragua in their resolve to defend and
carry forward the Nicaraguan revolution despite the
electoral reverses.

The CITU warmly greets the people ofNepal for
their successful united struggle under the leadership of
theNepali Congress and the United Left Front against the
autocratic rule of the monarchy for the establishment of
a democratic political system. It greets the people of
Bangladesh and wishes success in their struggle against
the military rule for the restoration of democracy. It
expresses concern over the situation in Sri Lanka follow-
ing the collapseof theNorth EastCouncil and theEPRLF
getting defunct. TheCITU wishes success to the struggle
of the working class and the people of Sri Lanka to safe-
guard the rights of the ethnic Tamils and the unity and

integrity of the country against imperialist conspiracies.
On this centenary of the May Day the working

class and the people are in an absolutely new situation in
India. The ouster of the authoritarian, anti-people and
corrupt Congress(I) regime and installation of the new
National Front Government with the support of the ieft
iS an outstanding poltical event. The CITU warraly
congratulates theworking class for theirmassive partici-
pation in the 30th August Bharat Bandh and their deter-
mined united struggle to dethrone the Congress(I}
Government and increasing the strength of the Left
forces.

However, the objective of isolating the imperial-
ist backed communai and secessionist forces has not
been achieved. The country continues to be plagued by
these forces and the situation continues to deteriorate.
The CITU draws the attention of the workers to the
nefarious game of the U. S. imperialists to utilise Paki-
stan as the base to train the secessionists and the terrorists
to destabilise India. The situation in Punjab continues to
deteriorate. A numberofcadresof theCITU andAITUC
and the CPI(M) and CPI have sacrificed their lives to
safeguard the unity and integrity of the country. The
CITU congratulates the State Committee for carrying
forward the valiant struggle against the Khalistanis. The
situation in Kashmir has become extremely dangerous
due to the most organised attacks launched by the
secessionists based and trained in Pakistan with Ameri-
can support. The CITU assures the people of Kashmir
that their identity will be preserved and the special
position occupied by the state under Article 370 of the
Constitution will continue to be in force. It calls upon the
working class to counter the agitation carried on by the
BJP and other Hindu organisations for abrogation of the
Article, which will further alienate the people and help
the secessionist forces. The CITU urges upon the work-
ers and people of India and Pakistan and fervently hopes
that through their unity in understanding and struggle
they will be able to make the Benazir Government
uphold the spirit of the Simla agreement leading to new
understanding and friendship between the two countries
and frustrate the designs of the U. S. imperialists to
create hostilities between themfor its imperial interestof
domination over the sub-continent. The separatist agita-
tion launched by the United Liberation Front of Assam
has again plunged the state into a state of disruption,
disconnecting the entire North East region from the
country.

The Ramjanam Bhoomi-Babri Masjid issue is
still threatneing to cause a volcanic eruption with the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the RSS, BJP, Shiv Sena etc.
brewing the issue and provoking theMuslim fundamen-

|

talists to confrontation. The challenge from the imperi-
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alist backed divisive forces is more pronounced on this
centenary May Day. The CITU calis upon all the trade
unions to come togetherwith the left,democratic, secular
and patriotic forces to stand as the most organised force
to counter these divisive forces, isolate them from the
people and defeat the imperialist designs to dismember
the country.

The CITU notes that the National FrontGovt has
announceda series of new measures in pursuance of the
long standing demands of the working class, like the
secret ballot for union recognition and workers’ partici-
pation in management, central laws for the construction
workers and agricultural labour and the Right toWork to
be incorporated as a Fundamental Right in the Constitu-
tion.

The CITU welcames themeasures and calls upon
the unions to pursue the demand for early introduction of
the respective Bills and to gear up their organisational
machinery to-involve the workers in the process of their
implementations. TheCITU howeverdraws the attention
of the working class that during the last four decades
though right to work is included in the Directive Prin-
ciples of theConstitution, the lawsofcapitalistpath could
not be checked and unemployment continued to pene-
trate all walks of life both in the urban and rural popula-
tion. With each five year plans embarking upon the
capitalist path ofdevelopment, unemploymeni increased
and now has reached the colossal figure ofover 100mil-
lions.

On thisMay Day the CITU draws the attention of
all gaotions of the workforce, both employed and unem-
ployed in the urban and the rural sectors that the right to
work is ensured only by removing all means of produc-

| tion from the ownership and control of private owners
and putting them under social ownership. It is therefore
guaranteed only in the Constitutions of the Socialist
States. The struggle for right to work has to be directed
with this objective concurrently demanding for reorien-
tation of the economic policies of the government for
generation of employment.

The economic policy as enunciated by the Na-
tional Front Government has not given any indication to
break away from that of the Congress Government. On
thisMay Day, the working class must demand for build-
ing up a self-relianteconomy free from the dictates of the
World Bank and the IMF. The path of privatisation must
be stopped andthepublic sectormust begiven the leading
role. Steps must be taken to open the locked out and
closed mills and factories and to check the growth of
industrial sickness. The government must review the
erstwhile policy of non-nationalisation. To begin with,
the cotton textile, jute and sugar industry and the multi-
nationals in the drugs and pharmaceutical industry must

. be nationalised. The entry ofmultinationals, unhindered.
modernisation and computerisation damaging the em-
ployment potential and import liberalisation must be
stopped. Indigenous technology and the process of indi-
genisation must be developed. The traditional industries
must be given protection. The Governmentmust lift the
ban on recruitment. The possibility of reduction ofhours
ofworkwith a view to additional employment should be
examined. Thorough land reforms must be taken up.
Smail scale and rural industries should be developed to
generatemore employment. The principle of unemploy-
mentallowance shouldbe accepted. Specificprogrammes
for employment to women should be taken up. For
helping the educated unemployed amassive programme
for eradication of illiteracy should be underiaken.

On this centenary day, apart from the demand for
reorientation of the economic policy, the working class
and the people who were subjected to growing authori-
tarianism by the previous regime, must demand expan-
sionofdemocratic rights. Expansion ofdemocratic rights
must necessarily be accompanied by greater respect for
trade union rights. The CITU recalis that the ILO had
indicted the Congress(I) Govt for violation of trade union
rights in Tripura. The CITU experienced similar viola-
tions in otherpartsof the country. Theworking classmust
demand ratification of the ILO Convention 87 and 98 on
Freedom ofAssociation and Right to CollectiveBargain-
ing. TheGovernmentmustwithdrawthee erstwhile Indus--~—tialRelations Bill and introduce a nevnewOne int consulta-
tion vwiththe trade unions.guaranteeing ‘full trade union

rights
and therright to strike. The tradéunions must also

raisé the demand for repeal of the ESMA and NSA and
Article 311 (2) of the Constitution which gives the right
to the authorities to dismiss governmentemployees with-
out giving any reasons.

On the Centenary May Day the CITU calls upon
its unions to put in its regular agenda the problems of
working women, form coordination committees and
mobilise them in the union struggles championing their
cause and against discriminations.

On this May Day the CITU warmly congratulates
the Delhi State and other committees for their glorious
struggle for minimum wage and calls upon all C!TU
unions to launch special efforts toorganisetheworkers of
the unorganised sector and build up movements on all
India level on their demands for higherminimum wage
and other demands.

The Congress Government arbitrarily imposed
the new series of Consumer Price Index on the workers
depriving them ofhuge amounts in DearnessAllowance.
The CITU calls upon the working class to unitedly raise
the demand for scrapping the new 1982 series and intro-
duce a new series in full consultation with and involve-
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ment of the trade unions so that correct indices are
reflected and the workers get full compensation for price
rise.

On this centenaryMay Day the CITU extends full
support to the militant struggles of the peasants and agri-
cultural workers, their growing unity and their demand
for land reforms. It calls upon the workers to build up a

strong worker-peasant alliance championing the cause of
the peasants and agricultural workers.

During the Congress(I) regime, the Left Front
governments of West Bengal and Kerala were under
constant attacks. The Congress(I) in collaboration with
the TUJS removed the left front government in Tripura
under a falsified election and unleasheda terror regime
against the CPI(M), the CITU and other left forces. On
this May Day the CITU sends warm greetings to the
workers and people of Tripura for their valiant struggle
against the terror regime. It calls upon the trade unions to
extend support to the workers of Tripura demanding
ousterof theCongress(I) - TUJS terrorregime. TheCITU
further calls upon theworking class to extend unqualified
support and safeguard the Left Front Governments of
West Bengal and Kerala which are unremittingly work-
ing in the interest of the people despite all limitations and
serving as beacon lights for the consolidation of the Left,
democratic and secular forces in the country.

On this May Day, the CITU warmly greets the
State Committees, the unions and all sections ofworkers
for their unremitting struggle to defend the interestsof the
working class and the common people braving all police
repression and gangster attacks. It calls upon the CITU
unions to step up their independent activities and stimu-
late united activities by the working class building up
trade union unity on all issues vital to the working
class.

The CITU congratulates the National Campaign
Committee of Trade Unions for their continued struggle
in the interestof the working class. It calls for further

cementing the trade union unity and broaden its scope to

bring in the national federations in the processofdecision
making. It is time that all the central trade unions and the
federations should look into the the possibility to form a
Confederation to faunch all India united movement on
common agreed issues to defend the interest of the

working class.
- Inkeepingwith the revolutionary traditions of the

May Day, the CITU reminds the working class of India
on this centenary, of its historic task and come out from
the ruts ofexclusiveness and combine the daily practical
struggles on partial demands with those having political
significance with the basic objective of establishing a
socialist state upholding the banner of proletarian inter-
nationalism.

CITU Flag Goes to Cuba
The Cuban Trade Union Council invited the CITU

to participate in theMay Day Centenary Celebrations being
organised by it at Havana. However, due to shortage of time
the CITU could not attend it.

On request from theCubanTradeUnionCouncil the
CITU has sent its flag to Cuba through the Cuban Embassy.
TheCITU flag will be taken in theprocession and rally to be
held on May 1 in Havana as a mark of international

solidarity of the working class and the pledge to carry
forward the revojutionary traditions of the May Day for

peace, democracy and socialism.
Alongwith the flag, the CITU sent the following

message:
Message of CITU

April 26, 1990
Secretary
Central De Trabajadores De Cuba
Workers’ Central Union ofCuba
Habana, Cuba

Dear Comrade,
We are extremely happy to learn that the Central De

Trabajadores De Cuba is going to observe the centenary of
the May Day celebrations, 1990 in a befitting manner.

Cubais one country where theworking class and the
socialist state under the leadership of Com. Fidel Castro
have been celebrating the May Day in keeping with its

revolutionary pledge to safeguard the socialist state from the
attacks of imperialism led by the USA.

In India, the Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU)
is carrying forward the revolutionary traditions of the May
Day as against all tendencies of reformism, as a part of our
struggle against imperialism, with the objective to establish
a socialist state.

TheMay Day centenary celebrations this yearhave
come to uphold the banner of proletarian internationalism
and give a fresh call to the international working class to

recall the great achievements of socialism and intensify the

struggle against imperialism and the counter-revolutionary
forces helped by it, for the safeguard of peace, democracy
and socialism.

We very much regret that we are unable to avail of
theprivilege to participate in your May Day Centenary Cele-
brations. As requested we are sending our flag for the
occasion as a mark of our intemational working class
solidarity. We look forward towards further consolidation
of the fraternal bond between our two trade union centres
and the two countries to fight for the common cause of
socialism and against imperialism.

Please convey our revolutionary greetings to the

working class of Cuba on the occasion of the May Day.
With warm fraternal greetings,

Yours comradely,
P. K. Ganguly

Secretary
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KAMAL SARKAR
Only afew days back on 6th April, 1990, Comrade
B.T. Ranadive breathed his last after a servere attack of
cancer. Till his death he eaerted his entire brain power in
the serviceof theworking class. He used hispowerfulpen
in support of the inclusion of the right to work in India’s
Consttution in his written address, which was read out at
the AllJi India Convention onion on Right toWork held at Dur-
gapur only a few daysbeforehisdeath.This was his last
written work. His address to the Convention will show
the pathof futuremovements to theworking people.Only
days before his death, he also engaged himself in the
preparation ofa document for the discussion in the party,
regarding the steps taken by President Mikhail Gor-
bachev as head of the newly formed Presidential form of
Government in the Soviet Union, as well as the collapse
of the socialist system in the Eastern Europe like a house
of cards, which has led the bourgeois world and the anti-
communists to raise the hue and cry that this is the end of
Marxism. We have not seen that document. But we
realise that in the face of this crisis, for which this
document was prepared, we badly needed the presence of
Comrade Ranadive.

When in 1964, the Communist Party of India
faced a division ofopinion on the question ofapplication
ofMarxism in Indian conditions, those who without any
reservations and hesitations built up the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) included Comrade Sundaraiya,
Comrade Promode Dasgupta and ofcourse Comrade
Ranadive. From behind the prison bars he conducted a
vertiable crusade against the compromising line of the
Dangeites. After his release from prison, the advice and
deep well ofMarxist theoretical knowledge of Comrade
Ranadive, a member of the Polit Bureau, helped the
others at every step in following a correct path in a
practical application ofMarxism in the concrete situation
of India. Not only in thematter ofguiding party activities
but in all spheres, his clear vision, depth of thought and
the capacity to give instant decision in even most com-
plex situations, which later proved to be correct, made
Comrade Ranadive a respected leader in the hearts of all
comrades.

It is true that in the past historyof theparty we took
many wrong decisions in determining strategy and tac-
tics, but nevertheless we have successfully passed the
ordeal through self-criticism. Tempered through many
experiences, the party, its trade union front, student,
youth and women’s fronts have always found Comrade
BTRwith them in their struggle for advance. The greatest
contribution of Comrade BTR in present times is the

organisation ofworking women. He laid great stress on
organising the working women. He derived his strength
from the teachings of Lenin. He used to say, half the
population of the world comprise of women. Unless we
can organise the women workers, employees and teach-
ers, that is all working women, the movements ofmale
workers can only hobble along. It is bound to remain
crippled.

In Indian politics,wheneverwe faced serious situ-
ations and impediments, whenever the country faced a
crisis, the Poiit Bureau showed us the correct path of
overcoming the situation through concrete application of
Marxian theory and principies. At the timeof the division
of theParty,when the Dangeites aligned themselves with
the rulers of the country, when they were beating the
drum of class collaboration in the name of India-China
war and was abandoning all pretences of class struggle,
when in 1970 it became impossible for us to remain with
them inside the AITUC, itwas the leadershipofComrade
BTR which enabled us to raise the slogan of unity and
struggle, to blunt the obstacle of class collaboration and
build up a parallel militant organisation in the form of
CITU. Thepathwas shown byCom. BTR. ComradeBTR
notonlywas the guiding spirit behind theCITU and gave
leadership to theworking class of India, in every struggle
of the workers he spent hours in discussing with them in
minutest detail, the tactics to be adopted, who will take
part in the negotiations with the employers, when should
the workers go in for strike or when othermethods are to
be adopted for the sake of unity. As the President of the
CITU, he used to keep close watch on the members of
each union and the different committees. Hewould never
tolerate any breach in organisational discipline. He could
be strict and hard on any deviation or lapse, on the other
hand he was effusive in his congratulations on the victory
of their struggle.

His understandingof theproblemsofall industrial
workers was vast, at the same time he kept detailed
information about the industry. He also tried to under-
stand theproblems resulting from technological changes,
as well as how to tacle them. In his early youth he was
connected with the jute textile industry, the industry with
which we are also connected. The strong leadership of
Girni Kamgar Mazdoor Union, Bombay was manifested
in thé Bombay textile workers strike of 1928. Com. BTR
was one of the leaders of the strike. At about the same
time, there was general strike of the workers of the jute
belt centering around Calcutta. These two strikes of
cotton and jute textile workers struck terror in the hearts
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of the then British rulers.
Even after numerous strikes on various issues, the

jute workers could not realise their demand forwage rise.
The average monthly wage of jute workers in 1969 was
only Rs. 142.40. The argument of the mill owners stood
to gain if the wages could be kept depressed. Refuting this
argument of the mill owners, the workers declared that

they are undergoing untold sufferings because of the low
wages and it was essential to make the wage rise inevi-
table in the interest ofall-round development ofworkers.
Comrade Promode Dasgupta the CPI(M) leader, realised
that further advanceof the trade union movementwas not
possible unless this barrier of low wages, persisting even
after century-old movements, could be broken. It was,
therefore, imperative not only to unite the jute workers
but also to build up a strong leadership. Accordingly, the
CPI(M) undertook the task of revitalising the organisa-
tion in this industry at a time when theCPI leadership had
lostall hope about the organisation. In this taskwe gained
success within a short time.

At that time, in 1969, the Polit Bureau leadership
of the party was in Calcutta. Comrade BTR used to
receive the reportof the day to day activities of the union
and we had the previlege of getting his advice and opin-
ion on the functioning of the union. We took the decision
for an united strike to achieve the demand of the wage
rise. The task of building up unity was a complex and
tough struggle, but we succeeded in our efforts. Some-
thitg hitherto unimaginable in history happened. All the
unions jointlygave strike notice. Themill owners thought
that the workers had never before fought unitedly and
therefore this time too they would act be able to fight
unitedly. This proved to be the undoing of the owners.
The workers of all the mills started the strike unitedly.
Therewas no black-leg anywhere to break the strike. The
police also remaineda silent spectator on the instruction

T.U_line thatComrade B. T. Ranadive asked us to follow.
Butafterwards the jutemillowners did nothonour

this agreement. After this victory of the unitedmovement
the jute mill owners launched an offensive on the work-
ers. Themillowners organisation IJMAfaceda split. Big
millownersstarted siphoning off capital fifrom the jute—|
industryand investedthem ‘other industriesoutside J
West Benge! Newspaper reports exposed the ‘fact that
some mill-owrers have deposited this capitalin Swiss
Bank accounts. They are out to destroy this industry.

of the United Front Government. ComradeJyoti are trying to introduce synthctics in place of jute.
the PoliceMinister,-had_informedthemill-owners_in
advance that thepolicewill notbeusedto breakthe strike.
Themilf Owners were not preparéd forthis eventuality,

Ultimately the mill-owners, who had earlier re-
fused to increase wage bya single paise, had to settle by
agreeing to amonthly wage rise ofRs. 30 and compensa-
tion for the period of strike to every worker another Rs.
30 lumsum.

After this victory and till 1984, almost every year
we could realise our demands forNight Allowance, Gra-
tuity, P. F., Bonus, D.A. on the basis of consumer price
index, etc. The tripartite agreement achieved after 84
days strike in 1984 was a victory for the workers struggle.
At that time the number of workers in jute industry was
determined at 2.5 lakhs and it was decided that this
number would be maintained. It was a victory of the

The jute-brokers have now becomemillowners and they
are violating the agreement. In this crisis, we need guid-
ance on the path to follow, we need the leadership of
Comrade BTR.

But we cannot bring him back to life. We must,
therefore, follow the path shown by him. We nisi
advance following his clarion call of ‘unity and struggle’
which he gave to the working class.

In the meantime, as a result of the nationalisation
of some of the mills all the conditions of the agreement
have been implemented. Therefore, the only way to save
this industry and its workers is nationalisation of the
entire jute industry. We can pay real homage to the
memory of Comrade BTR by putting his teachings into
practice.

Long Live Comrade B. T. Ranadive.
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Comrade B. T. Ranadive was amany splendoured per-
sonality. He was very closely and intimately linked to the
working class from the very start ofhis political carrier as
acommunist. He never had any doubt about the ideology
of the working class in Marxism-Leninism, about world
wide victory of socialism which is to be constructed by
the dictatorship of the proletariat in respective countries,
about socialism being a viable and workable system
compared to capitalism which is bound to go under and
be ultimately doomed.

Com. BTR’s immense contribution to the com-
munist and trade union movement in India will be cher-
ished and remembered. He has made his place in history
in this respect.

I do not want to elaborate on those aspects of his
life.ButIwant to recall certain specific contacts that Ihad
with him at different points of time. Only some of them
I touch on, I remember I went to Delhi in November 4,
1962. The National Council meeting was dispersed in
pandemonium, because policemight swoop down on the
meeting, with an announcement that a resolution has
been passed pledging full fealty to and faith in theNehru
Government, afterdenouncing China. All the leaders had
departed from Delhi and at 20, Rajendra Prasad Road,
New Delhi only Com. Abdul Halim remained. He called
me aside and toldme that 32members of the Council had
met separately and would not accept the resolution of the
National Councilmaking the party lie prostrate at the feet
ofNehru andwould actaccordingly and I am to represent
WestBengal Party inDelhi and thatCom. Ramdaswould
act as a liaison man with the Socialist Embassies and in
other matters also.

On 6th November, 1962, I went to meet Com.
BTR along with Com. Ramdas. Amongst other things
Comrade BTR told us that he had information that CPC
has thrown open the ideological debate to its ranks. These
words stuck inmymemory and this information was fully
correct as we found in a few days time, when we listened
toPeking Radio broadside againstCPSU. Com. BTR was
arrested next day and taken away to Bombay in a plane
and detained there in jail for over 3 years.

In 1968, 15th Session of BPTUC conference was
held at Ranji Stadium in Calcutta on September 22-24
under very strained circumstances, ie relations with CP]
reachednadirpoint almost. The Central Committee Office
was located at Lake Place in Calcutta at that time. CPI
almost torpedoed the conference. Patiently we maneou-
vered tactfully and correctly and brought the conference
to a successful conclusion. Therefore, I went to C. C.

NIREN GHOSH

office and reported to Com. BTR the entire matter. I
remember how warmly he congratulated us for doing a
successfully party job because even at that time West
Bengal Committeewas the dominant unitofAITUC and
we were in control of the committee. We succeeded in
retaining full and overwhelming control ofWest Bengal
Committee ofAITUC. All experience ofworking within
AITUC for long 5 years demonstrated that there was no
possibility of the democratic functioning of AITUC and
the Dange leadership was determined to follow a class
collaborationist line in trade union also. Under these
circumstances the CITU was launched in 1970 on 30th
May in Calcutta.

In Bombay conference ofAITUC in 1967-68 also
inwhichweparticipated alongwithCom.BTR and found
that there was no scope for any change in the anti-
democratic line and class-collaborationist policy of
AITUC. They tried by all possible means even to bar
Com. BTR’s entry to the delegate session. We fought
back and succeeded in foiling their nefarious game.
Ultimately BTR could make a speech in the conference
and that speech was memorable one. The experience of
this conference and many other things convinced us that
the time has come to establish and set up a new all-India
Trade Union Centre to carry forward the revolutionary
tradition of theworking class in India. Before the launch-
ing theCITU in 1970wemet in aconclave inGoa in April
1970 as preparatory to the foundation conference. There
Com. BTR was supremely confident. In addressing us he
said that we have talent and expertise to run a couple of
such all_India Trade Union Centres, so nobody should
fill defidence in going ahead with the work of launching
the new trade union centre. He toldme atGoa that he had
waited patiently for the situation to ripen for the setting up
of a new trade union centre and that was perfectly true.
We worked patiently within the AITUC since 1964 split
of the party and found that all the doors of AITUC were
closed for us though inWest Bengal they did not succeed
in capturing the State Committee ofAITUC. Foundation
Conference of CITU at Calcutta was extremely well-
organised, and Com. BTR was overjoyed at the spectacle
ofmillion strongmamoth rally held at the Brigade Parade
Ground to mark the open session of the foundation
conference.

In 1971, began the semi-fascist terror in West
Bengal. It continued upto 1977. During this period the
Congress(I) Central leadership tried to wipe out CPI(M)
and the CITU in West Bengal - the most powerful

(Cont'd on Page 54)
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T he decisive role of the masses in the development of
societyoccupiesan important place in theMarxist theory.
An equally important place is occupied in the theory by
the role ofoutstanding leaders and organisersofmass and
classmovements. The leaders work out and formulate the
policy of a class or party, organise its practical execution
and direct the activities ofmillions ofpeople. Leaders are
essential to the classes that are coming to the fore, that are
wagingarevolutionary struggle forpower.AsLenin said,
“No class in history has achieved supermacy without
producing its own political leaders, its own advanced
revolutionaries, capable oforganising themovement and
directing it”. And what is required for an oppressed class
to counterpose the state organisation of the ruling class is
arevolutionary organisation. But arevolutionary organi-
sation is inconceivable without experienced, skilled and
dedicated leaders. Com. BTR was sucha leader that the
country had produced, the oppressed classes of India had
produced in the historical process as an objective neces-
sity.

His outstanding role as a revolutionary leaderwas
established through his activities in relation to the class
struggle of the working class. Having profound knowl-
edge and understanding of the principles of Marxism-
Leninism, he never went against the objective laws of
history, correctly recognised the tasks, what the society
needs, what the working class needs in its fight for
progress. And his deft expertise in implementing these
principles according to the conditions and quick turn of
events attracted support from theworkingmasses, which
gave him the source of his strength to further awaken the
consciousness of the working people to a profound feel-
ing of responsibility for the fate of the society.

With this revolutionary zeal Com. BTR worked
untiringly to organise the trade unions that made him the
great leader of the working class and communist move-
mentin the country. Being a trueMarxist-Leninist, hewas
organically incapableof tolerating flattery and adulations
and fought against allmanifestations of the cult of the in-
dividual,which is alien to and incompatiblewith the spirit
ofMarxism-Leninism. In fact, in keeping with the Len-
inistprinciples he kept close ties with the trade unions and
all sections of the workers at grass root levels, success-
fully directed their struggles for their vital interests and
earned their unqualified love, prestige and popularity in
a natural process.

His teaching was that resistance to the exploiters,
the class struggle was the only means of influencing
politics at the disposal of the masses. The working class
must be armed with politics, as it was only politics that

P. K. GANGULY
would determine their fate.He explained thatalthough all
sections of the working people have to be mobilised on
their immediate economic demands, yet their basic eco-
nomic welfare can be met only with the change of the
social system. In a class based society, therefore, they
must shun reformism, revisionism and collaborationist
outlook andwage intense class struggle for the establish-
ment of a socialist state. With this objective he took the
leading role to form the CITU, the trade union organ of
class struggle and became the natural choice for its
presidentship.

Immediately with the formation of the CITU, he
called for trade union unity with the purpose ofbringing
the entire working class on to the point of class struggle
and not class collaboration. He called upon theworking
class to realise its historic task, to enter the class struggle
fully armedwith a scientific world outlook—not only on
the national scene, buton the international arena toowith
the principle of proletarian internationalism. He enunci-
ated the tasks on the trade union front tobe directly linked

|

with the political objective for the struggle for People’s
Democracy in India paving the way for a socialist revo-
lution .All thiswas bound tomakeworkers’ class struggle
powerful and enable it to have a growing influence in the
political life of the country. Therefore itwas not acciden-
tal that the struggle of the trade unions contributed
immenselyto the ousterter Of the RajivGovemment zandin-
stallation of theNational Front(Government

+with 1‘the
|

political ‘guidance
¥
was responsible for this outstanding

political event in the country.
But he was not satisfied, and warned against any

complacency and beating its own drums by the CITU. It
is not an exaggeration, but a fact that with an amazing
capacity and political acumen he went deep into the day
to day problems of all the trade unions and national fed-
erations and pointed out the mistakes, the weaknessess,
the negative traits and gave the guidance to plug the
loopholes. He called upon the workers to come out from
the State exclusiveness and factory exclusiveness and
encouraged the formation of all India federations to
enable the workers to unite industrywise and wage
struggles on all India level. He laid great importance to
these points, viz organisation, unity and struggle and
explained in a lucidmaner how the three were interlinked
with each other. It is only through militant struggles he
explained that you can forge the unity of theworkers and
the trade unions. There must be unity in action and only
through united struggles a strongorganisationcanbebuilt
up. But it is not simply militant struggle ; the militant

oresight and direct
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Struggie has to be armed with
political ideology. Then only a
rock likeunity can bebuiltupand
the class based organisation can
pose a challenge to the ruling
classes. The infrastructures for
suchan organisation,asBTR said,
has to be built up on the basis of
democratic functioning, strict
discipline and continuous efforts

to raise the consciousness of the workers to socialist con-
sciousness. Democratic functioning, as he explainedwas
not merely to fulfil the Constitutional obligation of con-
vening the conferences and Working Committee meet-
ings of the unions periodically. But it implied consulta-
tions, sharing of information at all levels. He said, every-
body in the union had the right to know and giveopinions.
The unions belonged to theworkers and notmerely to the
leaders. The unions must function under collective lead-
ership on the basis of the principle ofdemocratic central-
ism and from themasses to the masses, take the opinions
and their experiences, synthesise them under collective
leadership and throw the decisions andprogrammes to the
masses again for implementation. He said it is not done
and the leaders insteadofpracticising proletarian democ-
racy, indulge in petty bourgeois bureaucratism.

He repeatedly hammered that each leader, cadre
and othersmust take the Tasks on the Trade Union Front
as a Bible just like the Party Programme. Otherwise, the
consciousness level of the workers canot be raised to
socialist consciousness. It is a painfully laborious and
non-stop process. But there is just no short cut. It is too not
done. Therefore the trade union movement remains
bogged down in economism.

He said, “Look! the Constitution of the CITU has
asked you toestablish a Socialist State. Youarehappy that
the CITU has becomea militant trade union centre in the
country. But look at the vord that is still there. The trade
union movement as a whole embraces onlya part of the
workers in the organised sector. The vastmultitude of 80
to 90 percent of the workforce in the unorganised sector
aremostlyoutof your fold. the organised force isalsodis-
tributed in so many other central organisations. Your
movement is circling around the employed workers only.
You have just started thinking about yet another vast
multitude of the unemployed workforce. Your feudalis-
ticmale chauvinism is still standingas an obstacle tobring
in still anctter vast multitude of the women workforce.
You have not yet thought about the other have-nots in the
workforce—the scheduled castes, the scheduled tribes,
adivasis, the muslims and other minorities, the various
ethnic groups, etc. All these sections are worst exploited
and have their specific problems and demands apart from

the general working class demands. He said, you are
giving the slogan—Long live worker-peasani alliance.
But how much thought you are giving to know the real
problems of the vast agrarian section, which is to be your
class ally in the struggle for the Peoples’ Democratic
Front ? Can you achieve socialism without an agrarian
revolution ? Howmuch cooperation you have developed
with your other allies like students, youth and othermass
organisations? So you have to go deep into the various
problems of these have-nots and allies, take them in the
same stridewith you and fight for their cause, because you
have to lead them in the struggle for socialism. And then
only you can say that you are developing socialist con-
sciousness.

“But that is still notenough. Theworkers and their
leaders must know the industries. You are now fighting
for workers’ participation in management with equal
rights in all matters. But how can you participate without
having indepth knowledge of the industries, the various
intricacies, the question of technology, the effect ofmo-
nopolisation andbringing in themultinationals as against
strengthening the public sector and so on. It all requires
inclucating deep knowledge, education and politicalisa-
tion of workers”.

On the question ofpeace he used to say—"Every-
body shouts forpeace—fromReagan-Bush toGorbachev.
But we do not shout for peace in a pacifist manner. Our
struggle for peace is a part of our struggle against impe-
rialism. You must remember Lenin and Stalin. World
peace can be achieved only by rooting out imperialism
and achieving world socialism and safeguard of social-
ism. This is the demand of proletarian internationalism.
This is at a very low ebb now. TheCITUmust perform its
international task”. He called for explicit support to the
Non-Aligned Movement.

Like this he pointed out the weaknesses in the
trade unionmovement, theCITUnotexcepted,whenever
I had the occcasion to talk to him during the day to day
activities. While talking about all these points very seri-
ously with deep political thinking, he had the keen sense
ofhumour, but that too punched with seriousness. He said
once-—”Oh! you are getting demoralised? No, you can’t
be ; because you are trying to be a good communist.What
can you do ? You have taken the pill of Marxism-
Leninism. There is no escape. The CITU is bound to do
it. Itis wedded to these principles. The stage has been set.
The siruggle~ on these issues have begun. Some states are
coming forward, the other states are picking up. The
independentactivitiesofCITU aregearing up. Efforts for
trade union unity are on. And here lies the qualitative
difference between the CITU and other unions”.

But Com. BTR was slways very serious and
critical on one issue—on the question of fighting the



divisive, secessionist and communal forces and safe-
guarding the unity and integrity of the country. He said,
“If you cannot safeguard the unity and integrity of the
country, you cannot achieve a single demand of the

working class,
not to speak of socialism”.He said, “What

is the useofmilitant strugg|c if it cannot interveneagainst
thedivisive forces?” "NeroffiddleswhileRomeburns”,he
remarked once. “When the«country1sbeing plagued by
the communal

forces, our wade unions areéngagédin ~
militant struggles onon theireconomicdemands, and the”
RSS and Shiv Senas enteryour trade unions and disrupt .

Keralawhich stood as the beacon lights for communal
harmony maintained by the working class and left gov-
emments. He praised Punjab where our comrades are
martyred to safeguard the unity and integrity of the
country. He said, “Of course the CITU and the CPI(M)
can wage the struggle, because they know that these
forces are backed by the imperialists who are out to
destabilise the country. Imperialism is not there in the
heads of others”.

Hewas visiblymoved when Com. SafdarHashmi
was murderedby the Cong. (I) gangsters. In his lastpresi- _

dential address at KalyaniWorking Committee (Septem-
ber4-6, 1989),which was read out, as he could not attend
it, he quoted from Mayakovsky’s “Orderof the Day to.
Army of Arts” to pay homage to Com. Safdar.

“You have taken the pill ofMarxism-Leninism ; There is

‘ership.We have topick up the red flag and carry forward

So this was BTR. He was too big for anybody to
get appreciation. He made ceaseless and untiring efforts
to develop the Party and the CITU all round to meet the
demandsofthe developing situationsboth on the national
and the international arena. No loopholes, noweakpoit.s
should be. there, whether in relation to struggles, or in
relation to organisation, or in relation to even acco
all must te within the frame work of the princr ‘cs .€

|

Marxism-Leninism. It was astounding how he cu:
adamanage to go deep into everything. Nothing .-¢rtu~

ticed from :.um, hi; amazing power to grasp the bie
andgivethe correctguidelines forthwith, hisasmw =. ©

sharp memory and his great power to unify ali anilise
the qualities of all for the development of the organisa-
tion—all these point to his versatility as a great commu-
nist, a Marxist-Leninist and a commanding leader work-
ing and thinking for the Party and CITU till the last days
of his life. Therefore, everybody wanted him in all
meetings, conferences, conventions, party meetings and
what not. He became a legend in his life time.

He is no longerwith us. A big void ! The question
arises repeatedly,what is to bedonenow? Butas commu-
nists we have to accept the reality. As BTR himself said,

no escape”. The voidhas tobe filled upby collective lead-

the unfinished task following theMarxist-Leninistguide-
lines which he so laboriously tried to instil into all.
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*AN IRREPARABLELOSS“
SURYANARAYANA RAO

C om. BTR is no more. But Com. BTR is alive in the
hearts of lakhs of workers, Marxist Party leaders and
cadres. In the last week ofDecember 1947 the All India
Students Federation was holding its conference. Con-
gress Government had banned the conference. Sheikh
Abdullah who was invited to inaugurate the conference
could not come.

Though the conference was banned, we did hold
our conference in the Khalsa college premises in Bom-
bay. It was a hide and seek delegates’ session. When
Police came to the premises we were pretending playing
cards. They used to be disappointed. For the first time I
heard Com. BTR addressing party members working in
the Student Front. Com. BTR while addressing stressed
the importance of militant struggle and danger of revi-
sionism.

His lucid political talk and his approach towards
problems attracted me. I was very much enthused. We
haddecided to break theban and hold publicmeeting near
KamgarMaidan after our deliberations. ‘This was publi-
cised under his guidance. Every arrangement including
stretchers, doctors had been done. There was police
firing, tear gas shells etc. But students braved it boldly
and entered Kamgar Maidan. I was one amongst them.
Meetingwas conductedbeforewe were chased out. Com.
BTR visited the hospital where students were hospital-
ised for bullet injuries etc.

Com.BTR as I could see frommy own experience
was a very good organiser and a forcible speaker and at
times used to be sarcastic. He was humourous also. He
was a great displinarian. He proved it in practice. When
he was relieved from the post ofGeneral Secretary in the
partyhe took it sportively and continued hiswork asa dis-
ciplined member of the party.

There was no vacillation, which we could find
when issues like internationalism, parochialism was con-
cerned. He firmly upheld the banner ofproletarian inter-
nationalism. He was very vehement in opposing imperi-
alism and their manoeuvres. He attached great impor-
tance to non-alignment and self reliance and for world
peace. He was a defender of public sector. He admon-
ished trade union leaders for not taking up the cause of
peasantry, working women, etc.

At his instance and persistence the working
women’s movement came into being. He usedto ask in
all conferences howmany women are there in the leader-
shipat various levels. Because ofhisinsistancewecould;,*
find afew women in various states and at the centre. Heused to conduct trade union conferences business. like
and hewas strict in adhering to time schedule. Except for

callsofnature he used to sit throughoutand hearwhat the
delegates spoke. He was warning the trade union leaders
regarding the danger of divisive forces and necessity to
fight them.

He was against trade union fighting only for eco-
nomic demands and neglecting politicalwork. He advo-
cated Confederation of Central Trade Unions. He also
advocated enlargingNCC of trade unions to bring into its
fold national federations to be effective.

Com.BTR’s contribution is very great inbuilding
CITU and for adopting correct strategy and tactics in
uniting workers for ail India struggles. Even on the
reservation question, Com. BTR was very clear. He
stressed the need to educate theworkersthat they should
notoppose reservation. At the same time to keep theunity
of theworking class and to tell themthatreservationis not
a panacea for removing unemployment,

On the issue of Belgaum he did not join the band
wagon of all political parties on chauvinistic basis (Con-
gress, BJP, CPI, Janata Dal, Shivsena).

Whether it be a conference, working committee
meetings or general council meetings whenever Com.
BTR spoke, he was heard with rapt attention and detailed
notes taken. His analysis on international and national
situation used to be superb. While addressing the mam-
moth rally of Mazdoor Kisan Jathahe gave a clarion call
for Bharat Bandh against the policies of Rajiv Gandhi
Govt.He used to stress the need to take up the issues
affecting scheduled caste, tribes and minorities with a
view to bring them to the main stream for fighting
unitedly for the changeofbourgeois land lord system and
to preserve the unity ofworking people.

The toiling masses have lost their beloved leader
and a great revolutionary. Let us pledge to carry forward
the unfinished task by striving for the unity of the work-
ing class and united struggles for achieving the just
demands of the working people. Taking up the cause of
unorganised workers, agricultural labourers, working
women and for preserving the unity and integrity of the

\ country. His note on Right to Work is an important
document to be studied, understood, and campaigned to
achieve Right to Work implemented.

Whenever he used to come to Karnataka for trade
union work or party work he would listen to us and then
give his suggestions. He would always talk about demo-

cratic
functioning, getting rid of subjectiveness, to be

Strict on money matters and to have interaction with |.

wo cers in taking upon their problems like housing,
education, Price rise, etc in addition to union demands.

Hewas againstcompromising on the question ofcomput-*
‘érisation, high technology which may render workmen
surplus. It is his encouragement that helped me to fight

(Cont'd on Page 54)
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Wren one ponders over the void created by the death
ofComrade B. T. Ranadive, one cannot help recalling at
once what Frederick Engels said about the death of Karl
Marx. In a letter addressed to a comrade after Marx’s
death he wrote “Mankind is shorter by a head, that the
greatest head of our time”. Indeed at the death of Com.

4 BTR, Indian working class is poorer by pne head, the
greatest that ever was in their posession. He was the
greatest leaderof the contemporary working classmove-
ment of India.

No doubt he was the founder President of
CITU and remained its supreme leader till the last breath
ofhis life. As thePolitBureaumemberofCPI(M) he was
one of the tallest leaders of the Party. But in both capaci-
ties he playeda historically unique role in the country’s
working class movement the significance ofwhich tran-
scended the bounds of the organisations - the trade union
and theparty -which he led alongwith others. It fell to his
lot to carry out the historic task of leading the fierce battle
that had been raging in our country against economism ,
trade unionism, against all manifestations of reformism
and revisionism in the working class movement, both on
trade union and political ideological fronts, particularly

ensely reinforced by a strong wave of international
evisionism which swept over a large part of the globe.
Thanks to the relentless struggle led by Com. BTR
alongwith other outstanding leaders, reformism and
revisionism failed to completely dominate our working
class movement and its revolutionary essence of the
Indian working class movement, and to represent in his
persona historical force which is determining the course
to development of the contemporary working class
movement in the country as awhole. It is in this historical
sense that Comrade BTR’s leadership had transcended
the bounds of the trade union and the Party which he had
built and led alongwith others.

But it is not reformism alone that had to be fought
to keep the working class movement on the right track
and leading it in the right direction. Itis a law ofhistorical
development of working class movment that a wave of
sectarianism and adventurism almost always trends to

47 a time when these trends in our country were im-

id
accompany or closely follow a wave of reformism -
‘revisionism. With equal vigour Com. BTR along with
others had waged persistent struggle against sectarian -
adventuristmenace that developed in our country, draw-
ing strength from the same trend which emerged as as an

| international phenomenon as well.
We will of course be mitaken if we think that

KANAI BANERJEE
Struggle against these deviations were fought and de-
feated once for all in a general way thereby ensuring un-
interrupted future advance of the working class move-
ment along correct path. Far from it, while struggle ‘in a
general way’ is of course an aspectof this struggle, more
ardous struggle has to be fought against everymanifesta-
tion of these harmful trends in every individual sector in
specific ways.Of themany traits which distinguish Com.
BTR asa great leaderof theworkingclassmovementwas
his unique and amost superhuman capacity of keeping
track of the developments in every individual sector in all
their details. This gave him what Engels called the
“consumate knowledge of the situation” (in the case of
Marx) whichaddedto his profound understanding of an
steadfast adherence to the fundamental principle of
Marxism-Leninism, gave him power to impart “clear
indisputable counsel” at “decisive moments”. His pre-

cious contribution in the development of working class
struggle in many individual sectors remains concealed
from the eyes of the people. One such sector is thatof
railway workers.

om. BTR attached considerable importance to
trade union movement on the railways, he took keen
interest in the detailed developments that took place from
time to time in this sphere, although CITU has no unions
on the railways except one on Southern Railway and
another on South Central Railway, the latter being a very
small one. For a leader of Com. BTR’s stature, who
thought not only in terms ofworking class of the country
as a whole but also in terms of class struggie tuned to the
ulumate object of capture of state power for social
transformation, for building socialism, interest in trade
union movement in a vital industry like rail transport
which employs the largest contingent ofworkers under a
singlemanagementis understandable, as it is understand-
ablewhy activists ofrailway trade unions, irrespective of
their affiliation, used to turn to this giant of trade union
movement for his advice. But thosewho came to him for
advice were intrigued by the amazingly intimate knowl-
edge he possessed of the essential aspects ofany problem
they raised. Fewpeople today know that in his early years
of trade union activity he was directly connected with the
process of building up and leading a union on GIP
railway. No doubt it is this direct involvement in railway
trade union which provided him with the basic frame
work of understanding of railway problems. Perhaps this
early involvement also provides an additional clue to his
sustained interest in railway trade unions.

How did Com. BTR look at the railway workers
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and theirstruggle in retrospect?Naturallyenough, hewas
concerned at the extent of reformist infuence on railway
trade union movement, and was anxious to see that this
influence gets weakened and replaced by healthy, mili-
tant trade unionism.We find that in his foreward toCom.
NrisinghaChakraborty’s “History ofRailway Trade Un-
_ion Movement”, Comrade BTR almostat the outset re-

minds thé railway workers of a point of pride that “The
railway workers were the first born among the industrial
workers of India. They were therefore the first to use the
weapon of modern class struggle — strike”. He draws
attention to the innumerable struggles heroically fought
during the British rule by the workers, either those
engaged in railway construction, or those employed in
regular railway job, starting from the middle of the 19th
centuary almost simultaneously with the start of con-
struction of railways in India. There developed a sort of
spontaneous link between our freedom struggle and the
struggles of the railway workers which prevailed during
the end years of 19th century and the early decades of the
present century. But soon we witnessed the beginning of
the end of this chapter of rail trade union history. Com.
BTR states regretfully that the link “was notmaintained
in the subsequent years thanks to the emergence of non-
political, non-national, non-fighting reformist leadership
of the movement sedulously nurtured by the British
authorities. Day by day, the link with the peoples move-
ment for freedom got broken. The link was not strong or
conscious at the start. It could have developed had there
been consciousmilitant leadershipwhichproperly under-
stood the connection of the railway workers trade union
struggle with the freedom struggle”.

But the reformist leaders alonewere not to blame.
Leadersof the national movement also have a large share
ofresponsibility “They did not accept strike andworking
class action as a legitimateform Of national protest and
hardly gave a call for strike”writes Com. BTR, “Itwould
have been logical if the railway workers had been in the
forefront of struggle against the British, because their
direct exploiter and national exploiter was the same
British India Government. But by a quirk of fate, thanks
to the reformist leadership the railway workers became
politically a backward section and therefore were also
unable to defend theirwages, theirD.A., theirbonus, etc.,
always remained behind the emoluments ofmany other
sections who combined their trade union militancy with
anti-imperialist consciousness and participated in anti-
British protests”.

But notwithstanding this delinking and inspite of '

the reformist leadershlip the sectional struggles on rail-
ways went on. Workers were heroically fighting their
battles. Sometimes struggles embracing even an entire
railway were imposed on the leadership by the rank and

file while the conduct of the
unwiling leadership brought de-
moralisation “And yet by their
heroism the workers won many
battles, forced the Govt to with-
draw reactionary legislation,
make minimum wage conces-
sions, etc.”

Com. BTR considers they 4
formation of All India
Railwaymen’s Federation (AIRF) in 1924 as an impor-
tant event in themovementof the railway workers. Their
movementwas passing beyond the stateof local struggle.
The need for a centre which could coordinate and unite
workers activities was arising out of the local struggles
and it was being realised by various sections. AIRF for
the first time “gave an all-India rallying point of the
movement”, a centre capable of themost needed coordi-
nation and unity.

But this is only one sideof the picture. Looking at
it from the stand point ofdeveloping class struggle of the
workers Com. BTR regreifully noted that the Federation
and its leaders “failed to meet the growing needs of the
movement. They failed to respond to the fighting needs
of the struggle, to organise mass actions and give a
permanentmilitant basis to workers unity”. On the con-
trary the formationofAIRF, in effect “‘signaliseda formal
establishmentofreformist leadership tocontrol thegrow-
ing isolated strugglesbreaking out in thewakeofpostwar
discontentment. The Federation was to be the instrument
of collaboration to curb the strike madness of the work-
ers”.

For proper understanding of the condition of rail-
way trade union movement it is essential to pay due
attention to the following remarkofCom. BTR, “The es-
tablishment of federation, its recognition by the Railway
Board, the opportunity for negotiations all appeared to be
progressive landmarks in a country which was enslaved,
where labour had no rights. The appearance deceived
manybut the reality was soon seen. TheGovt. was inneed
ofsuch leaders”.WroteCom.BTR “By 1927 thepostwar
capitalist stabilisation came to an end and the shadow of
deep economic crisis lengthened over the world. The
authorities required a sober, loyal leadetship of the Fed-
eration with its outlook of economism, its non-political
out- look and its lack of militancy offered and ideal
support to the authorities. The period between 1926 and
1933was aperiodofwide spread railway strikes virtually
deserved by the Federation leadership.”

Delinking ofrailway workersmovement from the
country’s struggle for freedom was already complete.
The railway trade unions were however continuing to
maintain link with the All India Trade Union Congress,

are
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the first and at that time the only All India centre of trade
unions. But when during late twenties and early thirties,
there was wide spread strike struggle on railways as well
as in many other industries followed by wild repression,
when the left forces, the communists were coming to the
forefront in trade union movement and the Govt. started
striking hard at them, the Federation leaders “understood
the governments mind and dissociated themselves from
the All India Trade Union Congress where the leftists
were in the majority and there were prospects of linking
the trade unions with national struggle”. Thus railway
trade union movement was driven into a grand isolation,
“More and more the struggles became extremely self
centered and later on it became sectional”.

Com. BTR however took care that we do not
identify the leaders of a trade union and its rank and file
members and followers. Insptie of the line followed by
the leadership, he writes “the workers militancy and
sacrifice did not abate. They fought on occasions with the
same devotion and courage shown by earlier generations.
But the effect of their sacrifices was minimal and they
were unable to fit their full strength against the authori-
ties “but in the absence of any other viable all-India
organisation, workers continued to rally behind the
Federation. However, “By independence two or three
generations of railway workers were reared in pure econ-
omism, abjuration of politics, total lack of sense of
responsibility towards the problems of the people and the
nation.

Com. BTR draws our attention to the many facts
of thehistoryofrailway trade unionmovement during the
thirties and onwards when the British Govt. implanted
docile and loyal leadership in railway trade unions, with
whose help they tried to resist the growing influence of
the militant left forces, and the leadership willingly
extended a helping hand to the Govt. to suppress and
weed out these elements from rail trade unions.

Independence brought no substantial change in
the situation in railway trade union movement “The
congress government of free India continued the tactics
of the British Government and encouraged docile non-
political leadership, a reformist leadership” .This Govt
“discouraged militant leaders and as an insurance for
loyalty encouraged another federation manned by its
(Congress’s) partymembers and affiliated to INTUC.All
thisended in abominable compromises....” Fiascoofboth
1960 strike and 1968 token strike exposed the pathetic
condition that was prevailing in the railway trade union
movement.

And it is in this background that “Dissidence
began to grow and attempts started to organise workers
on categorywise basis”.

The categorywise organisations were a spontane-
ous growth, resulting from dissatisfaction of the workers

with the “abominable compromises” of the leadership
and their poor performance and meagre ‘achievements’.
But as one after another these organisations were spring-
ing up andmany local activistsofFederation unionswere
joining these associations a serious controversy was
sparked off as to whether it was not a disruptive and
retrograde development dividing the workers, weaken-
ing the railway trade union movement and taking work-
ersback to the ageofcraft unions, ofcraftbias,which the
world working class movement has left far behind in its
onward march. Serious conscious activists of rail trade
union movement with militant outlook were worried
about the development. Many were ata loss as to what to
do with this new developinent.

Itrequired aB.T. Ranadivewith his enormous ex-
perience, his “consumate knowledge of the situation” his
profound understanding based on facts on one hand and
the outlook ofclass struggie ofproletariat on the other, to
realise the realmeaning of the emergenceof these organi-
sations. He explained it to themany activists of rail trade
unions, even suc.i people as did not subscribe to his
political views, who came to him for his advice. What he
has told them in those days was later expressed by him in
writing : “This was really an expression of revolt against
Federation leadership, he wrote, ‘““Here was a new awak-
eningwhich was assering itselfagainst the undemocratic
practices of the Federation leaders and its slothfulness”.
By way of clarification he said that “though the form of
protestappeared tobe a return to craftorganisation, itwas
in reality a class protest against the non-militant compro-
mising leadership. Therefore, the protest continued to
grow. New organisations continued to be formed”.

What was the impact of this development? The
impact was significant, “formation of these unions out-
side the federation and the subsequent activities had
broken a stalemate in themovement which had lasted for
more than fifty years”, wrote Com. BTR in retrospect.
Nevertheless the question remained to be answered
“Protestagainst reformist leadership all right. But did not:
craft bias play its part? Otherwise why should it take the
form of craft organisation? And once it has taken this
form, will not development along this line further
strengthen the craft spirit and perpetuate theirdisunity?”.
Besides this there was another question, “Are the craft
organisations to be considered as the viable alternative to
the reformist led organisations, are these organisations
themselves free from reformist influence?”

Answer to these questions could be given only
with reference to an over all plan for developing militant
trade unionism eradicating reformist influence. In the
course of fierce struggle between reformism and revi-
sionism on theone had andmilitant trade unionism on the
other, that had been raging in Indian trade union move-
ment in general and in side AITUC in particular, shaping



of the over all plan as well as strategy and tactics for
defeating reformism-revisionism and developing mili-
tant trade unionism was by that time complete. And who
else if not Com. BTR could be its main architect?

Conscious activists of the railway trade union
movement who were groping for the right path for
rescuing the rail trade union movement from the quag-
mireofreformism and whoseminds were at themoment
infested with many questions like those mentioned
above, found in his advice what they needed.

Com. BTR did not envisage in the developments
thepossibility ofcreation of so-called “viable alternative
rail trade union,” hedid not think in term ofalternative at
all, nor did he consider the leadership of these organisa-
tion to be completely free from reformist out took, nor
evendid heoverlook theircraftbias.Whatconstituted the
central point of his advice to railwayworkers was the idea

cusabke, he said. “....the fight against reformist practice in
the trade unions has to be combined with the growing
struggle for unity in action of the working class.... the
more you are able to organise the unity of action and
struggle, themore difficult it becomes for the reformists
to cheat the working class...”

Further “....our unions, if they are afraid now of
bold united frontoffers to reformist union whenever they
have following then we will fail in our efforts for unity”.

Comrade BTR’s message to the railway workers
was this : Do not consider either the AIRF unions or the
craft unions as untouchable, build up unity of all the or-
ganisations in your struggle to defend the legitimate
interestof the railwayworkers, overcome craftbias in the
course of the struggle, break the barrier between railway
trade unions and the mainstream of the working class
movement of the country.

which formed the basis on which CITU was formed -
working Class unity to meet the intensifying attack of the
exploiting classes and the Government. “T. U. unity,
unity for resistance means every worker whether he
belongs to some organisation or not,whetherhe is organ-
ised or unorganised, must be rallied on this or that issue,
to join the common class struggle. And that is why we
must see today that the struggle for unity which we want,
becomes the foundation stone, the foundation for our
actions”, said Comrade BTR in the founding conference
ofCITU in 1970.ComradeBTR warmed that somepeople
in their angermight concentrate fire on reformists and re-
visionists and forget themain enemies. Thiswill be inex-

And it is the urge of the workers for unity and
tireless effort on the part of the conscious activists in
AIRF as well in category wise unions to build unity in
action, that had created the conditon in the railway trade
union movement for emergence of the famous NCCRS
and for materialisation of the historic railway strike of
1974,

From the moment decision was taken in Secun-
derabad Convention of AIRF (Oct. 1973) to organise a
National Convention with all railway unions as well as
Central trade union for lauriching united struggle, a
general strike of railway workers, three months after the
first successful strike action by the All India Loco Run-

——_—
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ning Staff Association in.Aug. 1973 which had inspired
immenseself confidence in themindsofrailwayworkers
(which was followed by another successful action inDec.
1973) - ComradeBTR started to follow the developments
on railways with keen interest. Just on the eve of the
strike, on SthMay 1974 Comrade BTR in his lead article
in People’s Democracy put up a powerful defence of the
demands of the railway workers, such as no leader of
railway trade union was capable of doing, indicted the
government for launching inhuman repression instead of
trying to settle theworkers demands andmade passionate
appeal to thepublic toput upwith the inconveniences that
would be caused by the strike and stand by the workers,
support their demands and protest against the heavy re-
pression. ‘The railway workers” wrote Com. BTR “who
themselves are the part of the common people and who
have loyally served the community by supplying cheap
transport should not be allowed to be penalised by a
callous government. They shoud notbe treated as slaveof
the society without right to decent wage, equal wage and
right with others”. ComradeBTR continued, “their strike
will be a historic step in the trade union movement ofour
country and its success will enhance the strength of both
the democratic and trade union movements immesura-
bly. It is a part of our people's, struggle”.

The Sth June issue of People’s Democracy also
carried another lead article by ComradeBTR inwhich he
paid glowing tribute to the railway workers. He wrote
“Railway workers of India have made history by waging
perhaps, the longest railway strike of the world”. De-
scribing how the workers continued their strike in the
face ofbrutal repression Com. BTR asked “from whence
this courage and determination of theworkers”? He gave
the answer himself “It was derived from the tremendous_
senseofunity.and oneness developed through theNCCRS_
which brought togetherall thecentral trade union organi-
sations together.”

Polit Bureau issued an inspiring statement. No
doubt Com. BTR had the main part in its drafting, “We
are not vanquished” it read ; ‘““We goback at the call ofour
organisation and not at the dictates of the IndiraGovt”. In
concluding the long statement the Polit Bureau called
upon the entire trade union and democratic movement to
rally behind the railway workers. “The railway workers
stand in need of solidarity from all sections. The workers
following all central organisations including AITUC and.
INTUC must rally in their defence and see that justice is
done to them”.

One must note “including AITUC and INTUC”.
Even after the abominable role played by some AITUC
leaders and by the INTUC. This is what struggle or
workers’ unity means. This is what Comrade BTR
alongwith the Party and CITU stood for.

Even after a full decade, in the course of a review,
Com. BTR remarked with warm admiration that the con-
vention of27th February 1974, inwhich theNCCRS was
formed and the 20 day long strike carried on by the
railwaymen under the banner ofNCCRS, were “heroic
achievements of the Federation in its fifty years ofexis-
tence”. Once again he drew our attention to the main
lesson of the historic developments that had shaken the
country ten years back “All this should show that unity
among the railway workers is of highest importance for
the future of theirmovement”. He hadalso some friendly
advice to give to the AIRF leaders. He wrote “It also
shows that AIRF leaders should make a thorough reedami-
nation of their outlook and policy and their trade union
tactics. They should realise that the plight of railway
workersbeggars alldescription andorganisationwhich is
the prisoner of joint negotiating committee cannot de-
liver thegoods. In thepresent situationofeconomic crisis
every demend of the workers has to be fought for. It
cannot be talked out. Leaders also should give proper
importance to the new organisations and as a senior
organisation seek their cooperation and consent for
common action”,

Immediately after the strike Com. BTR directed
all CITU units to collect fund in aid of the railway
workers. He convened a meeting of the CITU workers
and activists and democratic lawyers, in which Com.
Jyoti Basu was present among others. A legal aid com-
mittee was formed which conducted most of the court
cases against victimisation in different High Courts in
India. CITU collected and spent on legal aid over Rs.
40,000/-. The entire work was personally supervised by
Com. BTR.

Once again, since early 1981, a stateofstagnation,
a condition of stalemate has been prevailing in railway
trade union movement. A fear psychosis has developed
following the brutal suppression of locomen's struggle
which had left over 700 dismissed underArt 311(2) (b) of
the Constitution. Com. BTR told the railwaymen not to
lose heart. There are ups and downs in trade unionmove-
ment, he said. The present stagnation is only a temporary
phase. Today or tomorrow itwill come to an end. Bewith
the workers, he advised them,maintain unity of the trade
unionmovement join, struggle againstall divisive forces,
against war and for peace. Pay special attention to the
problems of minorities, scheduled castes and tribes,
women workers, educate workers politically, inculcate
socialist consciousness in them, and patiently prepare for
the new wave of struggles which is bound to come.

Com. BTR is nomore. Butwith every advance in
the movement of the railway workers the image ofCom.
BTR will be brighter in every heart.
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Writing on Comrde BTR by a man likeme is bound to
prove impetuous, like investigating the unbounded from
a bounded line. Com. B. T. Ranadive to me was not a
leader alone, but one of the great creators of working
class movement and the communist movement in India
and one of the tallest interpretors of the contemporary
history; greatest strategist in the organisation of the
Indian revolution. Interminable feeling for the oppressed
people and unflinching faith in the working class as the
leader for social transformation has found him to dis-
cover thepeople; and got incarnated an unparallel author-
ity to generalise the things or happening and to rouse the
organisation and the masses. Myself alongwith other
comrades in Steel Industry came in touchwith Com.BTR
atmy early youth and itwas 1969, the yearwhich saw the
beginning of the end of monopoly rule cf Congress in
many parts of the country and a powerful upsurge of
Indianworking class andmass. The illustrious leaderwas
by then already at the zenith ofhis heightas interpretorof
Marxism-Leninism and was occupying the pivotal posi-
tion in leading the struggle and rebuilding organisation.
Such was the tremendous power ofattraction and author-
ity ofremoulding,myself, likemany others started gravi-
tating to him which continued till that fateful day of 6th
April when the great pillar collapsed.

On being released from long imprisonment under
D. I. R. to which Com. BTR was detained till the middle
of 1966 since 1962, timedid make no pause for his health
recovery. He had to plunge himself into fierce ideologi-
cal battle against left-sectarianism, once again his pen
started roaring like asword, while the struggle against the
revisionism was still in full swing.

We the young comrades who entered the trade
union movement during sixties along with huge number
of new generation working class attached with the mod-
em industries were immensely influenced by three great
ideological struggles of sixties and seventies (i) Ideologi-
cal struggle to draw new battle line against the Bour-
geois-landlord government led by big bourgeoisie; (ii)
ideological battle to frustrate the attempt to make the
working class a trail of the ruling bourgeoisie (iii) ide-
logical battle to protect the working class movement
from the anarchy ofpetty bourgeois revolutionism.

Since e three struggles had direct bearing
over the working class movement concerning its unity,
isolation of ruling polity and unity of the class with its
allies, almost the entire young new generation working
classwhojoined the strugglewith substantial educational
background came closer with the movement which had

JIBON ROY
since been led by the glittering leadership of thePolit Bu-
reau ofCPI(M). It is needless to mention that our leaders
had to pay unprecedented sacrifices in the process of
consolidating theworking class and thedemocraticmove-
ment against all ideological deviations and perversions.
The almost entire leadership had been arrested in No-
vember 1962 and the detention continued till end of 1965
with

a spellofrelease in 1964.Com.BTR’s detentionwas
extended till the middie of 1966 uninterrupted.

Theworking class in themodern industries which
Started emerging after adoption of 1956industrial policy
resolution since secondfive yearplan, were plungedinto
great struggles inin sixties. It was a time when a great
economic crisis started chasing the country towards the
current socio-economic disaster. The spells of strikes
continued till seventies. The long

orawn
strikein Jaya

Engg. Works, 1966 August strike and_ cemassacreat
Durgapur 5Steel, JuteWorkers’ in different spells, con-
temporaryBHEL.-workersmovement inBhopal etc.
would speak about the intensity of the struggles. The
strike had been the result of the crisis and also a deter-
mined class resistance to break the imperialist legacy
over thewage and service condition. Service condition in
public sector was not less than unalloyed slavery being
tied with the Govt. service rule. And in themidst of such
struggles of theworking class during sixties,manifesting
the determinated refusal to shoulder the burden of eco-
nomic crisis sought to be thrustedon it,were consolidated
the force within the working class movement - militant
class force to fight for greater consolidation of the class
as a whole against the revisionist disruption of ideology
and against left sectarianism in early seventies. And in
this process of fierce battle against ideological deviation
on the one hand and oppression of the ruling class on the
other was born the CITU, a symbol of struggle against
revisionistdegeneration ofmilitant-working classmove-
ment, and against the attempt to divert the movement
from its classmovement, and against theattempt to divert
the movement from its class task. Com. BTR alongwith
other comrades in the leadership played the pivotal role
in pioneering this all round struggle culminating in for-
mation of CITU as a powerful lighthouse to the move-
ment.

The workers of Steel Industry and Durgapur
workers in particular owe every drop of blood to Com.
BTR as he has been the tallest figure to guide the
movement ideologically andorganisationallyat that criti-
cal period. Right from the the timeofAITUC leadership’s
complicity with that of INTUC during sixties in getting
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the militant trade unionism slided and their connivance
with the managements to bely the steel workers expecta-
tions in first bi-partite wage negotiations Com. BTR had
always been available to extend guidelines to overcome
the anti-working class forces till the day he got into the
flame. It may either be the case of wage negotiation, or-
ganisational complications he used to personally hear
every detail and then he made the necessary advice. It
was to our great amazement that inspite of his physical
detatchment from the Shop floor level, so profound and
deep was his updated knowledge regarding the latest
changes in the technological and other aspects of the
system of production in the industries and concurrent
problems that he could extend so effective guidance even
in regard to intricate socio-technological problems ema-
nating at the shoplevel of the industry. To talk about the
relations between the ranks and him it was of great
teacher and his disciples, when the teacher would keep
no stone untumed to enrich his vast vault of experience
and knowledge also from the expericnce of the students.
There is no end of learning, he often used to say.

In the expansion and consolidation of our Dur-
gapur union we necessarily got continuous help and
support from the Burdwan District and W. B. state
leaderships. Otherwise, the union could not have sur-
vived even the initial onslaught of sixties which came si-
multaneously from the ruling polity and the reformist and
revisionist trade union leadership. Personally Com. Jyoti
Basu’s help and guidance was always available while
Com. Benoy Choudhury will always make his personal
presence available at the time ofcrisis. The advancement
of seventies, especially after the rigged elections ofWest
Bengal in 1972, brought an unparallel onslaught, over
Durgapur. The combination of the management and the
reformist and revisionist trade union leadership had been
reinforced with the terror organised by the state and the
physical liquidation programme both by the Congress(I)
hoodlums and naxalites. Between 1970-1973 itself 16
comrades were either gunned down or knifed to death,
hundreds were detained behind the bar. Terror made
many leading functionaries out of employment. Trade
union offices had to be closed under incessant violent
attacks. In such a situation, kind of bewilderness sought
to infect our organisation as to how to function in the
midst of such unprecedented violence perpetrated by the
State machineries and the hoodiums and as towhat tactics
to be adopted. Com. BTR took the command, got into
details of the developments, discussed with the leading
comrades and equipped them with the best possible
tactics to overcome the difficulties. Alongwith the gen-
eral resistance he asked to take effective tactics in isolat-
ing the hoodlum elementsof the Cong(i) from the general
followers of INTUC. He advised the trade union to take

the command of further popu-
larisation of the slogan of trade
union unity. He advised to ac-
cept the INTUC and also the
AITUC into the collective bar-
gaining agericy no matter the
fact that the CITU will continue
with its recognition status. It had
beenwrong tactic he saidofnon-
associating the Trade unions
having sizeable number of fol-
lowing in the collective bargaining process. The line
came out to be a golden directive in reorienting all the
trade union tactics in subsequent period and in penetrat-
ing into the followings of the reformist leaders.

Com.BTRwhenevermeeting the comrades either
in formalmeetings or informal talks used to pose twoper-
tinent questions CITU is facing today:
i) Why the union membership is not commensurating
with our influence?
ti) Whatis theway :oadvance the influence furtheron the
organisation?

He had his own answer. Still it had been the art of
the great organiser to get the comrades involved them-
selves into introspection, While emphasising the su-
preme importance of Trade Union unity guided towards
militant movement, he asked to give more and more
imporiance of linking the movement with the general
democratic struggle andwith the struggle for expanding
the internationalism. More there would be success in this
direction, the correlation of forces would move towards
socialism, national unity and peace; all the patriotic
forces including CITU would get strengthened. He again
and again advised that the CITU cannot grow unless it
makes consistant efforts to champion the causes ofwork-
ing women, oppressed minority and the backward com-
munities. Our weakness in working with the linguistic
minorities has been pointed outby him a numberof times.
He advised, not the wage alone, trade union movement
should endeavour to touch the life of workers to its
entirety, social and cultural, problems of youth and other
social problems.

Com. BTR was concemed to integrate industrial
unions into National Federation since the formation of
the CITU and to coordinate the activities of these federa-
tons to leaa nationwide struggle of working class
alongwith the National Centres of trade unions. Without
this integration, he pointed out no nationwide struggle
can either get accelerated into all pervasiveness, nor the
trade union movement can achieve competenceofdevel-
oping hundreds of leaders with all India consciousness. It
was ai the initiative ofCom. BTR SteelWorkers Federa-
tion was formed in the year 1982 and he took keen interest
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over its functioining. It will not be out of place to
reminsce here that it took more than a decade’s continu-
ous process to form the Steel Workers Federation of
India, the process having started with the formation of a
kind of co-ordinating platform of like minded unions in
all the Steel Centres in the name of 26th July Committee
in 1970 and the presence of Com. BTR and also Com.
Jyoti Basu throughout the entire decade long process in
guiding us in our effort to effectively penetrate in other
steel centres all over the country and in clinching various
organisational complications was invaluable in shaping
such endeavours in the form of a federation. Simultane-
ously with the Steel, Federation and Coordinations were
formed in Coal and number of other industries. Some
other federations were formed earlier to Steel.

During the small span of our association we have
seen Com. BTR as master strategist to combine number
of objectives into a common slogan or common action.
We may take for example the last programme the Na-
tional Federation and Confederation have jointly organ-
ised under his guidance—the Right toWork Convention
in Durgapur. He has not only extended the ideological
platform to guide themovement but also had put forward
a proposal of a special type of organisational platform to
fight for right to work and immediate economic meas-
ures. Again this process has allowed the middle rank
leadership to come in the focus of the national platform.

Com.BTRwill generally notmiss important trade
union conferences. So far Durgapur union is concerned
except for two occasions, to which includes the last one
ofNovember ’89, he attended all the conferences. Due to
deteriorating health though he could not attend the last
conference he sent a warm message urging the class to
attain capability to discharge its international responsi-
bilities.Heused toundergo extensive travelling allaround
the country to meet the organisational requirement, till
recently. I feel today extremely distressed that we have
exploited our aging leader to the extreme. On number of
occasions he would keep sitting all the conference days
in hearing the speeches. The great teacher used to say, ‘I
do go to the sessions not to address alone, but also to
leam’. Com. BTR’s teachings on the observance of
democratic functioning in the organisation dredged into
the depth of our feeling with the golden touch acquiring
anew meaning. It is the advancement of sccpe of oppor-
tunities to get all the inherent faculties in all concerned
blossommed into full bloom to contribute and enrich
most.

In December ’87 Com. BTR was taken to Dur-
gapur to sum up a seminar which had been organised by
partymembers and addressed by them alone. The subject
was—contradiction in contemporary society. Com. BTR
continued replying all the questions relating to national

and international contradictions till dusk though he was
Supposed to leave by afternoon so that he can take rest
before the next scheduled meeting he was supposed to
address-that of the intellectuals on the topic -- religion
and national unity. I found Com. BTR got warmth of the
programme. He expressed, this type of programme
should be organised all over the country. He commented,
we are lacking of these exercises. InMay ’88, I shifted to
New Delhi. During mid ’89 Com. BTR asked me to
organise a similar programme. But, his health started
deteriorating getting the programme postponed. I am
proud that Com. B.T.R. himself has picked me up for
working in CITU Centre. I pay my gratitude to him that
he has allowed me to work atleast two years under his
direct supervision.

Manmade the history. But death do not allow any
individual man, however great he may be, to serve hu-
manity always to the fullest exhaustion of his faculties.
Com. B.T.R. has passed us away with his faculties
remaining sound till the last days alongwith the beaming
humourous soul. It is a great irreparable loss to the
working class, who probably do not know fully what a
great loss has come to them. Com. Vimaldi told me that
even the day before the final bell tolled, he took report of
the international situation and did not forget to hear the
newspaper report on right towork convention which had
taken place at Durgapur on 2nd and 3rd April last.

Com. BTR is no more. I can foresee the feeling of
the members of the General Council ofCITU or the pro-
spective delegatesofensuing CalcuttaConferencewhich
is scheduled to take place this year end. The chair from
which Com. B. T. Ranadive has conducted the delibera-
tions for the last two decades may not spring up again
with the strong authority with which he controlled, will
not be beamed with loud laughter integrating the podium
and the hall with an affectionate warmth. The special
appeal of the CITU sessions, the opening and the con-
cluding speeches, which on one end used to tune up the
direction of the deliberations and on the other to advance
the main ideological and organisational thrust after due
generalisation of CITU functioning in the context of
national and international situation will lose intensity.

Com. B.T.R. has been so long shouldering the
leading responsibility of combining the experiences and
in drawing conclusions in line with Marxist-Leninist
philosophy and organisational principles. His all ad-
dresses would invariably be in writing.

A great void has already been created. The sooner
it can be filled up the better. But in the present circum-
stances, it is most difficult to fill up unless the effort of
leadership is vigorously reinforced by the entire ranks,
specially the middle ranked youth to whom Com, BTR
has given maximum free time and also the warmth to get



The communist movement lost one of its tallest lead-
ers when Comrade B. T. Ranadive, succumbed to cancer
in the early hours of 6th April, 1990 at Bombay.

Com. BTR who symbolised the revolutionary
spirit of the working class movement was a model of
courage and sacrifice. An outstanding political thinker,
Com. BTR was a model of discipline and dedication.
Brilliant Marxist-Leninist leader Com. BTR was the
architect of the working class movement in India. Fore-
most Marxist scholar, Com. BTR was also the chief
architect of the communist movement in India. This is
how one and all who knew him, described the legendary
figure Com. BTR. It is difficult for me to describe the
illustrious figure. Words are too small to describe such a
tall personality. Strict disciplinarian that he was Com.
BTR to us was asoft spoken overtly humourous and very
much our own. We loved, we respected and we were
afraid of him. We were afraid not because of anything
else but because we were too concerned not to falter in
giving our very best to the cause we have dedicated our-
selves to and in that we should never be failing - this is
what Com. BTR wanted. Indiscipline in any form was, to
my mind, the thing BTR disliked most. Those of us who
had the opportunity to be close to Com. BTR know how
much concerned he was about everything. Apart from
serious discussions on matters of political and trade
union problems and developments, he was equally alert
to whatwe thoughtwas less important an aspect forCom.

RANJIT BASU
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BTR. He would suddenly ask about say outstanding pay-
ments of CITU publications, and would send out a
circular for clearance of the same under his signature. No
matter was Jess important to him. Naturally, this made
each one of us, who had the opportunity of working
closely under his guidance, alert and pay attention to all
aspects.

He always expressed his concem and repcuiedly
emphasised on democratic functioning of the unions,
sharing informations and inclucating the spirit of collec-
tive leadership.While pointing out the weakness of trade
union movement he would always stress upon the need to
raise the trade unionmovement aboveeconomism. Ques-
tion of unemployment, cause of working women, prob-
lems of unorganised labour, issue of the minorities in
trade unions above all the defence of unity and
integrityof the country and fighting the imperialistbacked
divisive and secessionist forces were the issues of fore-
most and oft repeated concern of Com. BTR. Equally
concerned was he about the international task of the
Indian working class. While ensuring advancement of
CITU through independent activities on the above issues
Com. BTR would always emphasise the need to develop
a countrywide united struggle by all trade unions in the
interest of the touling masses of this country and pro-
pounded the idea of the formation of a confederation.

In his death, not only CITU, but the entire work-
ing class of this country has lost a true philosopher and

guide. On hearing the news of
his passing away a tremen-
dous sense of void and depri-
vation gripped me. Itwas im-
possible to believe that we
would never see him again,
nor listen to his voice. I could
not control my emotions at
the Bombay cremation

|

grounds whenI saw his body
consumed by flames. I salied
his remains and said “All these
years we have been selfishly
taking away everything from
youourDearComrade. Proba-
bly this was the only way you
could have taken rest. Rest in
peace beloved comrade and
be assured that we shall trans-
late all your thoughts and ful-
fil your dream”.
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organised base of working class movement in India. I
have never found Com. BTR to be despondent though
extremely anxious as to how to put an end to this situation
which was further accentuated with the declaration of
Emergency.

It is well known that how Com. BTR cared for the
minute details about the working of CITU and about all
the important trade unions affiliateed to CITU, how he
used to guide the CITU conferences presiding over con-
ferences from the beginning to end. He was of course the
sheet anchor of all the All India CITU conferences.

Finally during clearly the last days in Delhi in
March, 1990 he was extremcly ill, yet at his residence,
one of the most important Secretariat meetings of the
CITU Secretariat was held consecutively for 2 days
under his direct guidance yet throughout each and every-
day he remained so busy with many other things. At this
Secretariatmeeting the All India Right toWork Conven-
tion in Durgapur, Industrial Relation Bills, Trade Union
Recognition by Secret Ballot, Workers Participation in
theManagement, ensuing Indian Labour Conference and
many other issues were disposed of and decisions taken
therein. All comrades found that during his last days,
though he was seriously ill, his brain was fully function-
ing and was wonderfully alert. He hoped to attend the
eventful meetings of P. B. and C. C. on the current crisis
in the International Communist Movement and fully
prepared himself for that. I met him by appointment on
March 13, 1990 and amongst many other things he told
me that had China gone under in June 1989, there would
have been no Socialist country surviving in the world.
This, it means to me, is a pregnant utternance. Its full
implications are there for all to sce. I nced not add to that.

We pledge that we will uphold the banner of
Marxism-Leninism, the concept of the dictatorshipof the
proletariat and internationalism and never let down the
working class under any circumstances.
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(Contd. from Page 59)
creased their activities. The situation in Kashmir, and
Punjab are grave. The question of Ram Janam Bhoomi-
Babri Masjid is there. This government has inherited
mountains of problems from the previous government.

On all these issues, as well on the problem of un-
employment, rising prices, basic land reforms and other
economiic issues, all sections of the organised and unor-
ganised workers, women and youth must be mobilised
for united struggles. This year’sMay Day has come with
these calls.

While celebratingMay Day this year the absence
of Comrade B. T. Ranadive is being felt by all of us.

(Cont'd from Page 52)

them developed into the leadership position in leading
and consolidating the movement. The passing away of
Com. BTR to speak selfishly, is the greatest loss to the
middle rank comrades who will now find very difficult
to find sucha placeof total free access both physically
and psychologically as itwas to Com. BTR in getting the
clarity of ideology and organisational problem. I person-
ally remember, on many occasions ofmy long associa-
tion with the great leader I never hesitated to express
myself frankly to him and sometimes even debate on
various issues and as such itwas his tolerant dealingwith
a cadre of our level much below from his stature, that
never allowed such hesitation to crop up.

In paying homage at the demise of Com. P.
Ramamurthy, the great Founder General Secretary of
CITU in Delhi meeting on 18th December ’87 Com.
BTR while concluding his address had recited a sloka
from Kalidas and said—even after much has been said
much remained to be said. Now, at the passing away of
the great Teacher and the revolutionary , the responsibil-
ity to keep thememory alive ofCom. B. T. Ranadive and
other Isgendary leaders who have passed us away is
thrusted over us which we must fulfil with all sincerity
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(Cont'dfrom Page 44)

the multinational companies like MICO, ITC by con-
ducting long drawn struggles.

He appreciated MICO workers going on strike in
support of peasantry. He always uscd to tell us to beware
of infiltration byCIA agents. He had scant respect for op-
portunists in trade unionmovement, but thatdid notcome
in the way of adopting united struggles.

Whenever I used to go to Delhi I never faild to
meet him and to take his advice. Now that cannot be done.
This is an irreparable loss, which we have to bear with for
a long time.

and devotion. At the same time we should always re-
member that the greatest memorial tomb is the incama-
tion of the ideology and preaching in the organic body of
the entire movement and to get it transferred from gen-
eration to generation.

“Let the celebration ofMay Day win
| thousands of new fighters to our cause

and swell our forces in the great struggle for
the freedom of all the people, for the liberation
of all who toil from the yoke of capitalism".

(Page 202, Vol. 7 Lenin Collected Works

|
quoted by B.T.R. in The Working Class April’ 86)
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SAMARMUKHERJEE
This year is the centenary year ofMay Day observed as
International Day of working class solidarity. Obser-
vance ofMay Day this year enables the participants to
have review ofhundred years developments in theworld
situation since the workers of the world expressed their
international solidarity by observing 1st ofMay in 1890
at the call of the Second International. Since then this is
being obseved each year as a day of working class
solidarity in various forms either through strikes, or
through demonstrations and mobilisations or through
festive programmes according to the specific conditions
of each country and each region. But the origin ofMay
Day was the struggle of theworkers of Chicago in Amer-
ica for enforcing the capitalist government and the
employers to pass a law restricting the hours of work a
day to 8 hours by resorting to strike actions. But the
government and the employers took it as a serious chal-
lenge and resorted to nefarious and brutal device to sup-
press it. Four leaders were executed by hanging. Some
workers were killed by police firings and some other
leaders had long-term imprisonment, all these done on
false charges. The impact of these brutal actions was so
great that it roused wide spread indignation among the
working class not only in America and Europe but also in
other parts of the world. The demand for 8 hours work a
day to be fixed by law was also acommon demand for the
entire working class which created sympathetic response
in supportof the struggle started by the Chicago workers.
But till 1890May Day was not considered as an Interna-
tional Day because therewas no such international forum
with required authority to galvanise this discontent into
international solidarity action.

PRELIMINARY BACKGROUND
There were some other premilinary backgrounds which
helped to tum IstMay as the day for international solidar-
ity of the working class. It was in 1848 the Communist
Manifesto was published where the famous call was
issued by Comrades Karl Marx and Federick Engles to
the workers of the world to unite. Then on 28th Septem-
ber 1864 the Intemational Workingmen’s Association -
the First International - came into existence to develop
international solidarity among theworkers. The Associa-
tion pupularised the ideas of Marx and Engels to the
advanced sections of the workers who were under the
influence of the Association thereby gradually develop-
ing scientific and international outlook among them.

In 1871 the revolutionary workers of Paris re-

volted and established their rule in the form ofParisCom-
mune. Though shortlived the Commune demonstrated
the basic differences between a bourgeois rule and a
proletarian rule. The terrified bourgeoise in amad frenzy
suppressed the Commnune with such brutality which
evoked wide sympathy for the Commune and the Com-
munards among the workers of different countries. The
working classmovement became the target ofnew round
of attacks in other countries particularly in Europe. This
made the functions of the First International very diffi-
cult. So itwas dissolved from Europe in 1872 and later on
from America in 1876. KarlMarx analysed scientifically
the main casues of the failure of the Paris Commune and
drew appropriate lessons to guide the working class for
future revolutionary struggles.

Itwas in 1889 the bourgeois ruling classofFrance
made a grand preparation to observe the Centenary
celebration ofGreat French Revolution which took place
hundred years before and through which bourgeoisie
came into power with the slogans of “Liberty, equality
and fraternity”. This was a revolution against feudalism
and the working class also supported it. July 14th 1789
was the day when the fall ofBastille took place. This day
is called Bastille Day.

Though the bourgeois government of France
invited the representatives of the ruling class parties of
Europe and other countries to a gala festival, the socialist
parties decided to assemble at Paris on the Bastille Day in
a Congress. The decision to hold this Congress was taken
in aconference held at Hague in February 1889. The
appeal which was issued from the conference contains
the following passages: “The capitalist class has invited
the rich and the powerful to the International Exhibition
to admire the fruits of the working men’s labour, while
the latter, being in the centre of the greatest wealth
mankind has ever possessed, are doomed to misery. We
socialists whose goal is the emancipation of labour, the
abolition of the existing wage system and the establish-
ment of sucha social order underwhich theworking men
will have a right to wealth created by their common
labour, invite the true producers to meet in the Paris on
July 14.

“We invite you to consolidate the fraternal union,
a union which will give new strength to the proletarians
ofall countries in their struggle and will hasten the estab-
lishment of a new world’’ (“May Day Traditions” by Al-
exander Kramtsov, p. 6 - 7).

Among the delegates who participated in the Paris
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Congress the names of following leaders are to be men-
tioned: Wilhelm Licbknecht, August Bebel, Eleanor
Aveling-Marx, Clara Zetkin, Jules Guesde, Edouard
Vaillant, Georgi Plekhanov and Paul Lafargue. This
Congress declared First ofMay, 1890 as a day for inter-
national solidarity of the working class throughout the
world. The Congress passed the following resolution.

“On the fixed day, a large international demon-
stration will take place in all countries and cities in which
the working people will simultaneously demand of the
authority the legal reduction of theworking day to 8 hours
and the implementation of the other decisions of the Paris
International Congress.

“Taking into account that the American Federa-
tion of Labour has, at its Congress in St. Louis in
December 1888, already adopted a decision to conduct
such a demonstration on May 1st, 1890, this date is
hereby approved.

“Workingmen in various countriesmust carry out
this demonstration in accordancewith the specific condi-
tions of their coutnry’’ (Ibid P. 8).

This is the background of the May Day as the day
of international working class solidarity. The Paris Con-
gress gave birth to’ Second International Organisation.
Comrade Engels wrote : “The 1stMay resolution was the
best our congress took. It proves our power all over the
world, is a better revival of the International than all
formai attempts at reorganisation’’. (Letter to Laura
Lafargue - Ibid P. 9). ““The first session was attended by
Frederich Engels who was all along guiding these parties
to give a correct political and organisational form to the
new international union of workers.

“The parties and leaders who met in First Con-
gress were all influenced in a large measure by Marxist
teachings and while deciding to internationalise the May
Day they applied the Marxist understanding to the cur-
rent situation”. (From special article written by Com.
BTR “Working Class” P. 4 Vol. 15 No. 8 1986).
DEVELOPMENTS OF 100YEARS

How big and fundamental were the changes in the devel-
opments of the world situation since the internationalisa-
tion of May Day can be seen from the facts that the
struggles for 8 hours duty and other partial damands were.
gradually transformed in some countries into the revolu-
tionary struggles for overthrowing the system of capital-
ism and build socialism. The strength of the working
class movement in Russia under the guidance of Lenin
and Bolshevik Party reached such a high level that in-
course of the first war the conditions for a successful
revolution matured. It was through this revolution in the
month of November, 1917 the working class of Russia
captured State power and built a new social system called

socialism free from exploitation and social oppression.
This November Revolution ushered in a new era in the
world situation, attracting millions of toiling masses
from different countries towards socialism and Marx-
ism-Leninism.

The history and experiences of subsequent years
proved beyond doubt that Soviet Russia became the
main centre of inspiration to the working class and
oppressedmasses ofnotonly the capitalist countries but
also the colonial and under-developed countries. This
intensified the contradictions on a world scale between
the two social systems. Socialism and capitalism, be-
tween the imperialists and their colonies, between the
imperialists themselves on the question of capturing
markets and between working class and the capitalists in
the capitalist countries themselves.

May Day observed after the November Revolu-
tion reflected the revolutionarymood and enthusiasm of
themasses. Stricken by panic on the success ofNovem-
ber Revolution the capitalist countries ofEurope started
armed intervention against the new government but ul-
timately they had to retreat because the International
solidaritymovement under the slogan “HandsoffSoviet
Russia’” joined by hundreds of thousands of working
people served as a powerful backing for the Russian
revolution.

When Anglo-French internationalistsbeganwith-
drawing their troops from North and South of Russia,
Lenin was justifed saying that it was “‘our first and chief
victory because, itwas not only amilitary victory, itwas
not really a military victory at all - it was acutally a
victory of that international solidarity of the working
people for which we began the whole revolution” (V. I
Lenin - Collected works. Vol. 32. P. 275). The proletar-
iat of the capitalist countries expressed its full solidarity
with Soviet Russia in the May Day demonstrations of
1919 and 1920).

After the fascists came to power in Italy in 1922
May Day celebrations were still held for 3 years but with
passing of years the repressions were harsher. It became
impossible to hold any May Day demonstration after
1925.

In Germany when fascism triumphed in January,
1933 a law was passed proclaiming May Day to be a
holiday of national labour "a German peoples holiday”
under the banner of honour to labour. This is only to
hoodwink the workers. Actually on 2nd May units of
storm troopers raided the trade union headquarters, ar-
tested the functionaries and confiscated the trade union
properties. But against this a united movement against
war and fascism was launched by theworking people of
various political convictions according to the guidance
given by Seventh Congress of the Comintem held in
1935.
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In 1936 there was a fascist putsch in Spain. The need for
solidarity against fascism and war became more urgent.
The May Day demonstrations raised the slogans sup-
poring Republican forces in Spain.

The intemational solidarity in support of Repub-
lican forces in Spain got wide response from radical and
democratic forces throughout the world. But fascism
under Hitler was preparing for world domination. This
led to conflict not only with Soviet Russia but with other
imperialist countries. The imperialists took the the policy
ofappeasement to Hitler to divert his attack on the Soviet
Union but without getting over control ofman power and
resources of other Western countries Hitler did not dare
to attack Soviet Union. So the Second war passed
through two phases, one inter-imperialist and the other
anti-fascist when Hitler attacked the Soviet Union.

The outcome of the Second World War has radi-
cally changed the face of the world. Not only fascism has
been defeated but a large number of countries under
fascist occupation have been liberated and taken to the
path of socialism. At the same time imperialism has been
further weakened by the post war upsurge of the national
liberation movements. There has been the people’s
democratic revolution in China under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism and Mao-Tse Tung thought. Viet-
nam and North Korea have been liberated and taken the
path of socialism.

India achieved independence as a result ofa com-
promise between British Govt, Congress and Muslim
League on the basis of partition of India into Hindustan
and Pakistan.

In Latin America there was a revolution in Cuba
and Cuba adopted the path of socialism. In other Latin
American countries fight against the puppet govern-
ments of American imperialism got tremendously
strengthened and in Nicaragua a progressive government
came into existence.

In Africa, Angola, Mosambique, Zimbawabe,
Tanzania etc., got independence. Fight for the independ-
ence of Namibia has ultimately succeeded. The fight
against South African aparthied has assumed an interna-
tional character and the racist government has been
forced to releaseNelson Mandela from jail after 25 years.
The fight for a homeland for the Palestinians has also
turned to be a powerful international movement.

The movement for world peace to save the world
from nuclear holocaust has already exerted a powerful
impact under Soviet initiative on American imperialism
wherebya process for reduction of nuclear arms of small
and medium range has started from Europe. Of course
this does notmean that the threat to nuclearwar is already
over. The emergence of non-alignment movement con-
sisting ofmore than 100developing countries is strength-

ening the movement for world peace and the drive to
make the world completely free from nuclear war by the
end of the 20th century.

NEW BACKGROUND OFMAY DAY.
MayDay this year is coming in anew background.

This year we see a big set-back in the socialist countries
of Eastern Europe and a reverse process towards liberal
democracy and private market economy.

This causes deep concern for the progressive
sections of the people world over. This sudden turn of
events where majority of the masses have rejected the -

rule of the socialist governments and leadership of the ;

communist parties is due to some deep causes of failures
on tie part of the leadership to correctly understand the
party policies and implement them appropriately in the
specific concrete conditions in the country. Theremay be
deviations and distorations in the understanding and im-
plementing the policies, growth of bureaucracy and cor-
ruptions leading to isolation and alienation of the party
from the masses. All these require deep study to find out
the real causes. It is obvious that the leadership failed to
develop socialist consciousness and neglected seriously
the task of ideological works. TheWestemmedia and im-
perialist forces are actively utilising these developments
to denounce the Communist Party and Marxism-Lenin-
ism and discredit the socialist system. They are praising
the Western way of life and liberal democracy and
economy of free market based on private profits. The
hand of imperialism was very clear in case of turmoil in
China last June in the rally of students, youth and intel-
lectuals who raised slogans against Communist Party,
socialist government and demanded liberal democracy.
In China the party and the government did not succumb
to these counter revolutionary mobilisations and were
able to isolate the main mischief mongers from the
masses and suppress them. The Communist Party of
China firmly upheld the four cardinal fundamental basis
of Chinese society : Leadership of the Party, Socialist
System, Marxism-Leninism and Mao-Tse Tung thought
and dictatorship of workers and peasants. They greatly
emphasised on ideological work.

Now after so many years of development of
socialist advancement and achievements, the established
superiority of Socialist system under the leadershipof the
Communist Parties the question arises whether the future
belongs to capitalism or socialism ? Whether Marxism-
Leninism has been out moded or not ? Whether the 100
years advancement of world working class movement
with its historic achievements will be a failure or not ?

DEVELOPMENT IN SOVIET RUSSIA
Soviet Union is also passing through a deep crisis of



economic stagnation, serious ethnic and social problems.
The reason behind this stagnation is non-correspondence
between development of productive forces and existing
relations ofproduction. This meant, method ofmanage-
ment was falling behind the needs of development of
production forces. To tackle these problems the present
leadership of the party and the Government are suggest-
ing various measures which require deep study to know
their real outcome. All these to be judged from the point
of view ofMarxism-Leninism, whether these measures
strengthen socialism and the role of the party. We must
apply our independent judgement.

We have already expressed our general views to
all thesedevelopments and expressed our full confidence
on the theory ofMarxism-Leninism which is founded on
the scientific analysis of the basic laws of social develop-
ments, It is not a dogma but guide to action. More than
100 years developments proved the correctness ofMarx-
ism-Leninism. It also has shown the way how to build a
society free from any exploitation and oppression and
lead a happy and prosperous life for all. Only, the leader-
shipof the partywith the ideology ofMarxism-Leninism
canmake theworking class capableofplaying its leading
role through class struggles by uniting the class as a
whole and forging alliance with the peasantry and other
sections of the toiling masses. We uphold the superiority
of the socialist sytem.

In the changed conditions today all the major
contradictions in the society are day by day getting inten-
sified. Of all the contradictions the main contradiction
today is between the two social systems—socialism
versus Capitalism. Though there are temporary set-backs,
im some socialist countries the ultimate victory of social-
ism and the triumph of Marism-Leninism is inevitable
because these are based on theobjective lawsofsocial de-
velopments.

So it is our supreme duty on this May Day to
uphold the revolutionary traditions of May Day and to
defend firmly the teachings ofMarxism-Leninism, supe-
riority of socialism and the leading role of the party and
the working class.

CHANGED NATIONAL SITUATION

This year’sMay Day has come in the background
ofachanged national situation. The Congress(I) govern-
ment headed by Rajiv Gandhi has been thrown out of
power through the last parliamentary election. The new
National Front Government which has come into power
though represents the minority inside the parliament,
enjoys the support of the Left Front and other non-con-
gress parties includingBJP from outside. The reasons for

Congress(I) because it identified itselfwith corruption,
big monopoly houses, with authoritarianism, with
compromise with communal and secessionist forces and
withdiscrimination against left frontgovernments. From
the class point of view though the new government is a
bourgeois government but it is committed to extend de-
mocracy and decentralisation, to fight corruption, to
defend secularism and Indian unity which is now in se-
rious threat, to pursue policy to provide job avenues to
the unemployed including the “Right to Work as a
Fundamental Right”, land to the tiller, etc. It has assured
workers’ participation in management, the recognition
of union through secretballot, setting up ofNational In-
tegration Council, Council ofChiefMinisters and to de-
velop national consensus for tackling Punjab, Kashmir,
Assam, Babri Masjid-Ramjanma Bhoomi and similar
problems.

The new situation has opened up scopes to the
working class, peasantry, the democratic masses and
particularly the left front to increase their active role to
influence the courseofdevelopments towardsmore self-
reliance etc, towards opening of closed factories, more
jobs for the unemployed etc. All these require united
mobilisations throughout thecountry notonly of the left-
forces but also all democratic and secular forces. We
require independent initiative to build this unity.

We recall the valuable guidance given by Com-
rade BTR a few weeks before his death when he re-
minded the convention held at Durgapur on “The Right
to Work should be a Fundamental Right”, through the
document which he prepared for this—he pointed out
that “rising unemployment is the law of capitalism. The
socialist society sees to to it that economic planning is
done in such a way that all are assured of their jobs”. He
emphasised the need to eliminate the causes. “While
propagating the right to work, the entire working class,
the unemployed and the rural mass must demand ade-
quate changes in the present economic system. It is
obligatory, therefore for the entire working class, em-
ployedandunemployedand for thedestitute ruralmasses
to join hands and throw the strength of millions in the
Struggle for the right to work”.

On May Day while paying our homage to Com.
BTR we keep his guidance inmind and set overselves to
fulfil these tasks.

"There will come a time when
our silencewill be more eloquent

than our words"
extending support to this government by the Left Front — August Spies
are that the majority of the voters are opposed to the
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This year’s May Day has come as the centenary year of
the historic struggle of the working class. A close exami-
nation of the events will establish that during this centen-
ary thatworld has changed beyond recognition. Notonly
from the view point of the development of science and
technology but from the fundamental change in the
socio-economic condition and correlation of class forces
on the global scale as well.

The most important and unique event of the cen-
tury was the great October Revolution of 1917 in Russia
which gave birth to the first socialist state in the world
surrounded by imperialist powers all around, success-
fully overcame all the difficulties through hard struggle
and sacrifice under the leadership of the party of the
working class led by Lenin and later on under the leader-
ship of Stalin.

The objective revolutionary situation was created
in Russia by the first world war and subjective prepara-
tion was made by the Bolsheviks and other revolutionary
forces in Russia.

The second big event was the second world war
started by the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis which enslaved
many East European countries and put its main thrust on
the Soviet Union.

Because of its inbuilt unimaginable power of re-
sistance and heroic sacrifices of its 20million people dur-
ing a period of nearly six years the red army of the Soviet
Union was able to defeat the fascist forces and chase them
upto Berlin liberating all the countries on the way.

This great eventwas followed by the revolution in
China, Vietnam, Korea and Cuba and Afghanistan.

Simultaneously all colonial countries one after
another gained independence and the last onewasNamibia
which has achieved independence only one month ago.
Democracy is being restored in Nepal. Nelson Mandela
has been released after 27 years of detention and now the
policy of racial discrimination will be defeated and South
Africa will gain National independence.

Now the task of the working class in capitalist
countries is to fight for socialism and in the Third World
countries it has to fight for basic land reforms, democ-
racy, and thus gain strength to fight for socialisin.

During the past 77 years the superiority of social-
ism has been repeatedly established over capitalism in
various economic spheres as well as in the noble field of
humanism despitegravemistakes in SovietUnion, China
and Vietnam.

This idea has proved wrong that once socialism is
achieved in one country things will improve automati-
cally. The experience shows that continuous endeavour

is necessary to conduct all aspects ofpeople’s life under
the leadershipof thepartyof theworking class and on the
basis of the principle ofdemocratic centralism. Any dis-
balance between the two lead to chaos and disaster. Per-
estroika and and Glasnost have opened a vast field of
controversies. The question ofproletarian international-
ism is being pushed to the background. Marxism and
Leninism is being challenged in the name of greater de-
mocracy.

The recent developments in the SovietUnion and
otherEastEuropean countries is causing serious concern
to all supporters of Maxism-Leninism and fighters for
socialism. Very serious discussions are continuing. It
may take some time for many people all over the world
to understand that becauseof its inbuilt system ofcontra-
diction and exploitation of man by man capitalism
cannot be restored where once socialism has been estab-
lished in a country, as for example in People’s Republic
of China which is the largest country in the world in
population. The socialist system has provided food,
cloth, shelter and education to all citizens. Can any
capitalist country claim such achievement ?

Those peoplewho are demanding greaterdemoc-
racy in the socialist countries perhaps have not seen capi-
ialism. How can they know that the question of democ-
racy is not more important than the question of food,
cloth, shelter, education and jobs for all.

At the cost of these rights democracy does not
have any meaning to any one who cherishes human val-
ues.

The reality in the period of transition that should
be kept inmind is the nature and capacity of imperialism
which has assumed highly destructive proportions be-
cause of developments of science and technology in the
field ofwar. The strength of imperialism should never b>
under estimated. But it should also not be over estimated
which may lead to surrender.

After all it is the masses of the working class az.4
the peasantry who have the final say and therefore we
have to depend on them, trust and work among them with
full determination.

The banner of Marxism-Leninism and proletar-
ian internationalism must be kept flying high all over the
world.

In India with the changeof theGovernment at the
centre new expectations are arising among the people,
realingment of forces have taken place. Left forces have
got a recognition on the national poltical scene and at the
same time communal and divisive forces have also in-

(Cont'd on Page 54)
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Hold Aloft The Revolutionary Tradition of May Day
—“A Centenary Tribute

Sukomal Sen

The year 1990 will complete the centenary ofMay Day
celebration at international level which began on May 1,
1890 in accordance with the resolution adopted by the
InternationalWorkingmen’s Congress at Paris commenc-
ing from 14 July 1889 on the 100th anniversary ofBastile
Day. The text of the resolution adopted in the Congress
urged, “On the fixed day, a large international demonstra-
tion will take place in all countries and cities in which the
working people will simultancously demand of the au-
thorities the legal reduction of the working day to 8 hours
and the implementation of the other decisions of the Paris
International Congress.”

“Taking into account that the American Federa-
tion of Labour has, at its congress in St. Louis in Decem-
ber 1888, already adopted a decision to conduct such a
demonstration on May Ist 1890, this date is hereby
approved”.

“W orkingmen in various countrics must carry out
this demonstration in accordance with the specific condi-
tions of their country”.

- Nobler Vision of the Chicago Martyres:
Thus began the observance of the day of Interna-

tional working class solidarity on May 1 evéry year in
different countries of the world demanding an eight hour

. day. But the best sons of the Americanworking class who
fell before the bullets of the American capitalist class
during the Hay Market episode of May 1886 and the
leaders of the eight-hours struggle - August Spies, Albert
Parsons, Adolph Fischer and George Engel - who were
subsequently sent to the gallows and heroically embraced
martydom - had a much wider and nobler vision before
them- that of basic transformation of the society and the
end of exploitation of man by man once for all.

After all what did it mean by limiting-the working
hours to eight hour a day ? It meant in essence limiting
the appropriation of the fruits of labour of the working
class by the capitalists and thus limiting the extent of ex-
politation ofman by man. The vision of the revolutionar-
ies ofMay Day was not, however, limited to limitation of
the working day only, their vision yearned for a revolu-
tionary change of the society - from a exploitative capi-
talist society to socialism, a higher form of human soci-
ety. And as Karl Marx pointed out, “A preliminary con-
dition without which all further attempts at improvement
and emancipation must prove abortive, is limitation of
working day (1st International and After - Penguin Books,
Pp. 87-88).

True, the heroes of the May Day struggle of

America also suffered from certain lack ofclarity of their
vision, which was no unusual in those days of human
history, but basically they were steadfast for building a
society where therewould be no class division and hence
no class exploitation.

Did not Karl Marx say in The German Ideology
that - ‘The stand point of the old materialism is civil
society ; the stand point of the new is human society, or
social humanity”

The ‘human society’ the martyrs of Chicago
aspired for was a socialist society. Deeply involved in
the labour movement, the plight of the workers in the
capitalist society of America roused their radicalism to
the revolutionary ideas of socialism.

The lofty ideals of the May Day revolutionaries
and the tragic events of Chicago in the month of May
1886 did not appear or occur all on a sudden. They were
born of harsh class struggles that began intensifying
during the previous decades and the experience and

class-consciousness
that the proletariat gained through

it.
May Day Born Out of Fierce Class Struggle :

And now when one hundred years have passed
since the bloody May Day struggle in Chicago and its
internationalisation since 1890, the working class all
over the world cannot forget that their solidarity as well
as the international working class movement in general
were born of their fierce battle against capitalism and its
protagonists. The working class cannot also forget the
pernicious role the bourgeois press and the media had
played during these hundred years and the campaign of
hatred they had unleashed against the working class
movement to defame and vulgarise it in the eyes of the
people in its desire to serve and promote the capitalist
interests. One cannot also be oblivious of the notorious
game of the capitalist press in Chicago and in the rest of
America against the working class struggle for eight
hours day and against the revolutionaries, filled with a
vision of a society free from exploitation, who organised
and inspired the American working class against human
capitalist exploitation. Newspapers with lurid and sen-
sationalism, fabrications, and falshood had a field day
and the American society was sought to be confused by
these deliberate lies and the working class movement
was sought to be presented before the society as conspi-
rational activities of a band of criminals and murderers
designed to destabilise the society itself. The heroes and
martyrs ofChicago were abused by them as seven “plot- _



ters”.
Bourgeois Counter-offensive Continues :

During these hundred years the frenzy and the
fury of the capitalist mass media against the working-
class movement did not however subside, it has only
changed its tactics, The garb has changed from time to
time without any sacrifice of the contents.

From 1 May 1890, the first international obser-
vance of May Day onwards, the capitalists and the
bourgeois governments took vindictive and counter-
measures against the participants ofMay Day demonstra-
tions. In Germany, the Association of the Capitalists
threatened the workers observing May Day with dis-
missal from jobs for absence without permission. The
owners also used to conduct “counter-strikes’ by closing
down their enterprises for wecks together.

The terrified French bourgeoisie, during the first
international observance of May Day itself, haunted by
the scorchingmemory ofParis Commune, demanded ad-
ditional troops to reinforce the already 30,000 strong
Paris Garrison, which the French Government easily
obliged. Despite thesemeasures, some banks preferred to
transfer their assetstoLa Banque de France in which
troops had been stationed converting it into a vertiable
fortress. And the French repressive state organs vainly
attempted to quell the workers’ demonstration just as the
Chicago authorities did. Simultancously, in order to get
an excuse for declaring a siege in Paris and in other
working class centres, the French Government too began
a search for “adventurists”, “anarchists” and “spies”.
Amidst the hysteric a most convenient ‘discovery’ of a
dynamite cache in Soisy led to a wave of arrests.
Undaunted and United :

_
But the workers could not be deterred. And the

one-million strong demonstration that the French work-
ers organised on 1 May 1890, despite these panicky and
atrocious measures resorted to by the French authorities,
led Paul Lafargue to comment that, "The social question
has gained the attention of the working class. The French
socialists now possess mighty means for influencing the
working masses and moving them forward”. Frederich
Engles was more forthright when on May 1, 1890 while
working on the introduction to a new German edition of
the Communist Menifesto, he confidently remarked,
"Today, aI write these lines, the European and Ameri-

for the first time, mobilised as one army under one flag,
for one immediate aim : the standard cight-hour wroking
day And today’s spectacle will open the eyes of the
capitalists and landlords of all countries to the fact that
today the workingmen ofall countries are united indeed”.
(Marx and Engles, Communist Manifesto, the Preface to
the German Edition of 1890).

can proletariat is reviewing its fighting force, mobilised
|

Internationalisation of May Day thus made im-
mense contributions in uniting the working class the
world over for a common cause that of fighting against
capitalist exploitation. Frenzied counter-offensives of
the bourgeoisie could not, however, prevent the coming
together of the working class at international level with
the battle cry of ‘workers of the world unite’.
The Rightist Influence :

But as all revolutionary movements of the world,
the May Day struggle of the working class also could not
escape a pernicious rightist influence, during and in the
period just after its birth. The Second International which
in its founding Congress was responsible for the resolu-
tion internationalisingMay Day, held aMarxist position,
butwith the consolidation and developmentofcapitalism
and sharpening of class-struggle an opportunists and re-
formist trend became visible in the Congressesof 1890s.
The working class struggle that developed in the various
countries were not necessarily, in all cases, led by those
who adhered to the principle of scientific socialism.
Other alien trends also wielded a powerful influence.

The motley composition of the delegates attend-
ing the Congress of the Second Intemational in the 1890s
harboured definite dangers to the revolutionary cause and
indications became clear that opportunist trend was pre-
pared to sacrifice themovement’s basic aims for transient
success 27d partial reforms. Election gains and parlia-

|

mentary #i.2ans of struggle appeared as a strong line of
thinking in the Seco»: International. A bitter confronta-
tion followed bet‘,een the reformists and opportunists on
the one side and the revolutionaries on the other in the
question o. the very spirit and the revolutionary signifi-
cance of the May Day.

The attempts at gradual subversion and whittling
down of the revolutionary temper of the May Day by the
German Socialist-Democrats and other reformists was
strongly opposed by the French and other socialists, but
ultimately reformism could not be resisted. The issue,
came to be ieveloped as ‘Reform vs Revolution’and the
capitualationist international leaders increasingly cham-
pioned petty immediate concessions at the expense of
revolutionary ideology. And it took a long time therefore
to revive the revolutionary spirit of '4ay Day until the
success. ©." October Socialist Revuistic and the forma-
tion of Third International under Lenin’s leadership
which restored the revolutionary glory ofMay Day and
gave ita full play.
In Today’s Context :

Today when the working class movement has
grown and matured tremendously, May Day has become
the most important and significant occasion for express-
ing its class solidarity and comraderie with the interna-
tional working class. During this one century, fundamen-
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tal changes took place in the balance of class forces in the
world. The world has been transformed almost beyond
recognition from what it was hundred years before. One
thirdof theworld victoriously came outof the shackles of
capitalism and built socialist society leaving the rest of
the world with a gruelling struggie for the final collapse
of capitalism.

But the struggle, “Revolution vs Reformism’ has
not come to an end. As the revolutionary significance of
May Day and the martyrdom of the heroes of the Hay
Marketaffairswere sought to be diluted andblurred in the
later years when opportunism and reformism had the
field day, of late, a more formidable attempt has come on
the surface in maligning all revolutions and the revoiu-
tionary sacrifices and to negate and stigmatize all world-
shaking revolutionary achievements. Proletarian inter-

nationalism andworking class solidarity are being sought
to be given a go-bye. Undisguised opportunism, capitu-

bourgeoisie and imperialism are making desperate ef-
forts to turn the tide of revolution, and to ideologically
disarm the working class. A fanatical attempt at decrying
scientific revolution in order to create a hallow around
the much despised capitalism is being made, taking ad-

vantage of some aberrations and problems in the con-
struction of socialism. .

It is at this critical and crucial juncture of world
revolutionary history that the significance of the hundred
years ofMay Day has to be realised and the international

working class has again to play its historic role to save the
world revolutionary movement from the clutches of op-
portunism and brazen-faced reformism. The restoration-
ist onslaught has to be decisively fought back.

While remembering the Chicago martyrs who
valiantly defied and mounted the gallows with erect
heads, the working class has to remember that what these

martyrs yearned and fought for was not simply a eight
hour day — they fought for the ultimate down fall of
capitalism. They embracedmartyrdom for themost noble
and sublime, the humanity as ever aspired for.

The working class of India with its glorious heri-

tage has to hold aloft the banner of this revolutionary
traditions of May Day and only thereby they can prove
themselves truthful to the revolutionary ideology of
scientific socialism as enunciated and put into practice by
Marx, Engles, Lenin and other socialist and communist
revolutionaries.

Hail the Red Flag !
|

Long Live May Day !

Up with Proletarian Internationalism !

Down with War Mongering Imperialism !

Long Live Socialism, Peace, Democracy !

lationism combined with counter-offensive of the world .

Two Lines —
Revolutionary and Reformist
In the course of hundred years one third of the

world has gone socialist ; the old imperialist system has
been liquidated ; formerly enslaved countries like India
have been liberated ; the world has seen the great
socialist revolution ofRussia led by the Bolshevik Party
and Lenin ; it further saw a complete smashing of the
fascist force by the Red Army, the working class and the

peopleof the SovietUnion; it saw the success of the great
Chinese revolution and grand victories of socialist revo-
lutions in a number of countries in Europe, in Cuba, in
Korea, and the unimaginable and unparalleled victory of
the working class and the people of Vietnam.

These victories were the direct resultof the revo-
lutionary line of the worid working class movement
which was embodied in Marxism and Leninism. The
observance of the firstMay Day, the economic demands
raised and the political demands put forward were all in
consonance with what the first International guided by
Marx had taught the working class movement. It is no
accident that only those parties which remained faithful
to the initial ideology proclaimed in relation to the First
May Day were the leaders of the successful socialist
revolutions; such were the Marxist-Leninist parties.

It is no accident either that those who strayed
away from the revolutionary understanding guiding
earlier May Day observance never succeeded in organ-
ising a socialist revolution or a peaceful transition to
socialism in any capitalist country. They mostly func-
tioned as an opposition party under the capitalist frame-
work and when elected to form an government they were
unable to change an iota of the exploitative system. The
histories of these parties, the reformist socialist demo-
cratic parties ofEurope and the Labour Party of Europe
show that they not only turned a back on revolution but
also on international unity of the working class. On all
crucial occasions this reformist trend betrayed interna-
tional solidarity and deserted the banner of proletarian
internationalism.

During the first imperialist war, during the anti-
fascist war the Labour Party of Britain, the Socialist
Democratic Party of Europe betrayed the banner of
proletarian unity. They remained with their respective
governments and during the anti-fascist war they joined
the struggle against Hitler only when their governments
desired to join it.

The centenary ofMay Day comes as a fresh call
to us to determinedly pursue the militant course of the
movement and take the country out of the perilous
situation facing it.

(Revolutionary Traditions of May Day by B. T. Ranadive,
Working Class, April 1986).



DAUGHTER-IN-LAW PAYS HOMAGE

Let the death be not so proud

There lived a man so dignified
The flag which he held
Was redder than blood

Let the death be not proud
His heart bore a fire
Stronger than any pyre

Let the death be not proud
His body though crippled
His morals did never bend

Let the death be not proud
His ‘Brain’ lived longer
Than his breath could withhold,

Let re death be not proud
There LIVES a man so dignified

Nilu
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ikea.”

On this Centenary of the May Day celebrations the CITU
pledges to fulfil Com. BTR's call to uphold the banner of

proletarian internationalism, safeguard the basic principles
of Marxism-Leninism and carry forward the revolutionary
traditions of the May Day to establish a Socialist State.
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