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5th May, 1974

: Com.B.T.Ranadive, President, Centre of Indisn Trade
Unions has issued the following press to the Press:

The CITU warns the public against the mischievous
and deliberately misleading stabtements of the Raollway
Minister which creante the impression that the sibtuation on the
roilways is returning to normpl. The fact is thet
the Ralilways have now hecomc o boiling couldron of discon-
tent, rcsentment gnd anger gnd the nearly two million workcrs
are poised for one ofthe biggest mass actions on 8th May.

The Rsilway Minister is doing his best to concegl
reality and yet he is unable to do it. Hun@reds of trains stand
cancclled, While he is prattling about ncrmalcy, he has
to gdmit the use of the territorial army personnecl to run
the traoins in Gujarat; thc paralysation of triffic in Bombay,
in Madras ond several other places. Thousonds are glready
on sbrike and the Raillway Minister describes it as just
absenteeism., The arbitrary and illegal arrests of nearly five
thousand railway workers and leaders including Com.Georgc
Fernandes ond Com.Barua, General Secretary of LRSA have faoiled
to intimidate the workers and made the strike inevibable, The
Congress majority in the Lok Sabhs has stultified itself by
acting ss the rubber stomp of an irresponsible executive ond has
done its best . to reduce the Parliament to o talking. shop.

The roilway workers arc not asking for the moon. They
oare producing cnough surplus. They are subsidising cheap
transport - the cntire subsidy omounting to more than Rs.250
crorcs., The main beneficiories of this subsidy sre not the
people but the capitalists and profiteers. The Rgilway Minister
presents a false picture of railway finances gnd cites figures
to show thht the workers' wages have been continuously rising.
This is nothing but petty chicasnery in srgument. The fact is
that all these monetary increases are due to inflationary prices
resulting from Govt. jpolicies gnd have not added an ciota
to the real wage of the railway workers. The Pay Commission
itself found out that all thosc who carned above Rs,85 per
month had their wages croded during the last twenty years. Its
contention that those below Rs.85 got a real rise of 5 per cent
is also debatable. The railway minister conveniently bye-passes
this fact to prejudice the public esgainst the workers.

The CITU warns thc public against this game of incitement,
Anti-social elcments have glready been recruited to assault
the workers and intimidatce thom. And these gangster attacks >
will be represented as the intervention of a suffering public,
The peoplc must protcst ogainst these hooligan methods and
stond firmly by thc railway workers, notwithstonding the in-
convcnicnces that might be caused by the strike. They must also
denounce the odministrotion's proposal to usé the territoriasl
ond regular aruy personnecl, for strike-bregking purposes. Thc
jawans are recruitced to fight the enemies of the country, not to
fight the . strikers and attack democratic rights.

The Govt. must take hced of the gibtuagbion that is



ate

reaching a climax. The Central employees driven to desperation
have glso decided to observe work-to-rule agitation and resort
to strike from 10th May if the Govt. remains unresponsive.

Thec people will have full sympathy for their struggle.

There is ycet time to save the situstion, The Rly.
sdmninistration has refused to discuss three main demends
including the need-based wage, parity of wage with
public sector undertokings and bonus. They have refused
them out of hand and asked the workers tobe satisfied wid
someé minor concessions. This = attitude must change if Ghe
negotiatiions arc to be mesningful.

But the Congress Party ond the Govt. gscem determined
to use brute force to crush the reilway workers, If they do
this, it will destroy whcotever credibility the regime possessces.
If the parlicment allows them to choose the path of repression,
it will only mean that the Congress majority has not only
ceased to have any contuct with popular suffering, it has
become anti-people. .

For favour of publication:
To o )
The News Editor, §4¥
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