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CIRCULAR NO . 5/72 - 25th March, 1972.
TO6 ALL WORKING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Re : Meeting of the working Committee,

Dear Comrades,

A meeting of the Working Committee of the CITU will be held
in New Delhi on 24th, 25th and 26th of April, 1972 to consider
the following agenda @

1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last meeting of the
Working Committee held at Coimbatore on June 10,1971.

2. Report by Com. B.T. Ranadive, President, CiTU on present
political and economic situa{',ion.

3. Report by General Secretary Com. P. Ramamurti on the
activities of the CITU since the meeting of the General
Council held at Coimbatore. . :

4, Report on the CITU journal The Working Class and the CITU
publications,

5. Report on West Bengal situation and tasks of the working
class, ;

6. Proposal to hold the First Baennial Conference oif the CITU .

- Consideration of new applications for affiliation to the CITU,
8. Functioning of the U.,P, State Committee of the CITU.

9. Statement of Accounts for the yeary 1971.

10. Resolutions .

11. Any Eamxasexs other subject with the permission of the Chair.

Al11 comrades are requested to intimate the date and time of
their arrival to :

Com, T, M. Nagarajan, General Secretary,
Delhi State Committee of CITU,
C/o 4, Ashok Road, New Delhi - 1.

Comrades should note that they will have to bear the expenses
of food during the meeting. Comrades who wpant to reserve their
tickets for the return journey are requested to remit the money in
advance on the above address along with the details of the reserve-*
tion.

Comrades who desire to sent draft of resolutions for considera-
tion of the Working Committee are requested to send them to the
Centre so as to reach Calcutta not later than 15th April 1972.

: With Greetings,
Yours fraternally,

Secretary
N.B,

The meeting will begin at 9.00 A,M. on 24th March 1972. Comrades
should reach New Delhi well in advance so as to enable them
to attend the meeting in time .
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Opening speech of Com.B.T.Ranadive at the
Working Committee meeting held on 24-26%th
April, 1972 at New Delhi,

Comrades,

Nearly a year has passed sinege we met in Coimbatore
last June Since then quick political and economic deve lopments
have taken place in our country. The most challenging
development is in relation to our trade unions in W.Bengal.
Our organisations, our workers, and leaders there are i
under constant semi-fascist attacks, leading to
assaults, arson ané murder. Comrades, let us all remembex
the heroic comrades who have fallen vittims to the assassin's
dagger, among them is our beloved comrade of the General
Council, Comrade Sunil Sen.

Their memory will remain ever green in our
minds and inspire us to defend the trade union movement
and serve thec working class.

Before I turn to the internal developments, let us
211 remember that on the eve of the May Day the working
class sces the forces of the Vietnamese people advancing
ra@pidly despite the monstrous and barbarous bombing by the
American imperialists. The entire peoples of the world
await with bated Dbreath the outcome of this mighty struggle
whieh is being waged for the freedom of the Asian people,
in fact for the freedom of all peoples. The working class
of Indis hails this new advance of the Vietnamese struggle
and is comscious that in fighting the American imperialists
the Vietnamese forces of liberation are fighting the battle
against the common enemy , American imperialism who only a
few months back threatmned India with its Seventh Fleet.

It is however, = metter of deep regret that even
at this crucizl hour the entire Socialist Camp and especially
the two great Socizlist countries andtheir Communist Parties
are still unablc to unite and put their joint might in support
of this historie strugele. The working class deeply , .. .
sympathetie with the struggle of the Vietnamese people, must
ceaselessly endeavour to see that the Socialist cemp stands
united behind one of the greatest struggle in humen history,
and take positive steps to ensure its victory.

The working class of India must express its united
will to support the people of Vietnam and denounce the American
aggression. I think a csll must-be issued by ;our organisation
to all other central organisations to oberve a common Vie tnam
Bay and evpress the solidarity of India's working class
with the fighting pecople of Vietnam.

May their heroism and sacrifice be crowned with
the ultimate triumph - cleansing their soil of the. filthy
Zmerican aggressors!

The Bangla Desh struggle'

Last year witnessed a number of important changes
not only in the world butalso in the Indian Sub-Continent.
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It saw the arrogance of the aggressive American imperialists
who are more than ever determined to dominate the Indian Ocean
and create a thieat for India. It witnessed theAmerican Seventh
Fleet coming very near intervening in the Bangla Desh struggle
to enslave the psople of Bangla Desh and to intimidate
the people of India.

The Indian psople were kept inignorance about the
real role of the American imperialists by the ruling
Congress and the Govti. The. intexvention cf Americagn
imperialism in the Indian Sub-Continent vith its open
help to the martial law regime in Pakistan in the Indo-Pak
War and its threat of intervention in Bangla Desh directly
followed from its aim of domination of Asia. But the Indian
people had never seen it in such a nsked form.

Inspite of the military help given by the USA to the
Pgkistani regime and_inspite of one of the most brutal massacres
of recent times,the Bangla Desh people won their freedom,
broke up the British created Pgkistan and inflicted = defeat
on American imperislism in the Sub-Continent. This was
done with the help of the Indian people, with the intervention
of the Indian Army and with the support of the Soviet Union,
This really constitutes an outstanding development of the
last year for the people of India and for the working class
of India.

The CITU salutes the people and working class of
Bangla Desh and fervently hopes they will unitedly march to
further victories. =

But the struggle in Bangls Desh is still in a critical
condition. Only the first phase has ended with the rout of
Pakistani forces but the Americah agents and counter-
revolutionary army bands, former collaborators, are still
undermining the freedom of the Bangla Desh pecople. Theruling
elements there pursue policied which hampcr the growth
and the democratic initigtives of the masses, the workers,
the peasants, the students, who alonc can ensure final
victory for the strugsle. The Govt. of India pursues narrow
ends. There is a danger that the sacrifice and martyrdom of the
Bangla Desh people, notwithstandiung, the struggle might be
conpromised and the people deprived of the final advance
to freedom and democracy.

It will be a fatal Plundexr for the working class of
India to be indifferent to the.outcome of the struggle in
Bangla Desh. Any set-back there will _be a set-back for our
novement here. The working class of India with its international
outlook must consider the admance of the Bangla Desh workers
as one nmore step in the advance of the forces of people's
democracy snd Socimlism in the Sub-Continent.

Solidarity with workers of Pakistan

It is equally import=nt for the working class of Indis
to contribute itg best to promote an understanding between

the people of India and the people of Pakistan as well as to help

in every possible way the advanwe of the democratic forccs znd
the working class in Pegkistan. The Americsn imperialists have
profited from the gnimositiecs created by the reactionary

ruling classes of Pakistan to continue their game of making
Asians fight Asians. The anti-Indian and anti-Pakistani feclings
have helped neither peopls. On the other hand, they have
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helped the Pakistani rulers to smother the democratic aspirations

of the working class and the people of Pzkistan. Ever¥y step
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forward of the democrstic movement, there, every step forward
in the mutual understanding between. the working class of India
and Pakistan helps the cause of democracy and socialism in the
Sub-Continent, including the cause of the working class and
people of Pakistan. After the Indo-Pak war, to promote this
understanding, to fight the designs of reactionaries, to do
everything to ensure the success of the Bangladesh people,
have become the international responsibilities of the working
class of India which it has to discharge if it seeks to remain
as a part af the world working class movement.

=R

Terror in West Bengal.

The most outstanding development in India since the
last May Day has been the spread of the semi-fascist terror
in West Bengal, the invasion of trade union offices by

“Congre #s-hired goonda gangs, the attacks of the goondas on
the working class localities, the loot, arson and rape under
the Congress regime. The Congress regime which everywhere
beasts its loyalty te parliamentary democracy has bared its
semi~fascist monstrous face in West Bengal confirming the
Marxist truth that the capitalist landlord classes throw

all democratic norms to the wind, the moment they go against
their interests. This semi~fascist terror in West Bengal has
been there now for the last two years. It has already claimed
the lives of more than 650 of our comrades who have been
butchered at the hands of the gangsters, or fallen victims to
police bullets. It has also seen a nuaber of rapes on women
some of whom are active workers in the democratic movement
and it is now witnessing, after the last election, invasion
of factories by goondas who intimidate the workers to join
the INTUC. In some of the biggesi factories 1t has become
difficult for the entire active cadres of unions and party
t® enter the factery to do their daily jobs. More than three
hundred trade umion offices of unions belonging to the CITU,
the two UTUCs and other organisations have been occupied by
police protected hirelings, The office of Sen-~Raleigh
Employees' Union is an among those occupied by them. In

large areas, no meeting can be held, no trade union office
can be opened and no known trade union worker can elther go
to his factory or live in his locality. In the period before
and after the elections, nearly 40,000 people have had to
leave their residences because of the regular and systematic
attack of goondas in the entire locality. Those who had to go
away from their residences include the most prominent leaders
of the workers, and trade unions, central and State Government
employees, leaders of Life Insurance employées, leaders of
students' organisations and women workers, teachers and
professors.

This spells a great danger for the democratic movement
im India and a great danger for the working class. These
develepments shaw that the ruling classes of Indig afraid of
the growing strength of the Left. forces have started in
West Bengal subverting parliasmentary elections and that they
are establishing a trend tewards one party dictatorship, a
trend which threatens the existence of other democratic
parties also. The logical outcome of this trend is the virtual
illegalisation of the trade union movement and the terror
that is unleashed, The working class and the people of India
must defeat this trend and the line pursued in West Bengal
before it becomes a danger to the other States.
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The entire bourgeois press is concealing the barbarities

and mruelties perpetrated in W.Beng=ml and obstructing

the fight sgainst them. It-for the warking class of India £is
to carry on campaign in defence of our W.Bengal comnades

in defence of thc W.Bengal trade union movement and in
defence of the democrattic movement inm the whole of India.

Our task is difficult because the party which
is launching these attacks in W.Bengal not only controls the
big newspapers; it also has been teturned in laxge
majorities to the Assemblies in various States. Notwithstshding
its influence =nd capacity to mis lead wide sections all
our unions, ewery member of union must gird up his
loins to enlighten the working Class and rouse its anger
against the repeession in W.Pengal.

A rcactionary role. ; . e
Comrades, one cannot memtion without anger and
indignation the role played by some leaders of the INTUC
and the AITUC in W.Bengal. When the workers, our unions.are
under thi s inhuman attack, there is no protest, no solidarity,
no sympathy from them., On the other hand, they do everything
to screen the Oongress crimes and dander the attacked
workers, Some of them are openly helping the goondas.

But the hirelings secek to mgke a thorough sweep
and now complaints are coming from some SITUC unions that
they 2re being attacked. Some of them have lodged public
protests. This is the shape of things to come. Bone but
a stooge uni-n will be allowed to exist and it is our
ecarbest appeal to the AITUC and =all trsde union leaders to
retrace their steps before it is too late, This is the time
to show a common front to the attackers for the very existence
of the trade union movement is at stake. :

Comrades, last year has again been a year of
suffering, and privations for the working class. “ast year
it will be remembered that the Finance Minister made a claim
that the economy -ras poised for a big advance, ourGeneral
Secretary's report to the Coimbatore Session refuted this and
stated the recession was not lifting.

Events have proved the correctness of o%r statement
and Mr.Chaven had to admit that he was wrong. —he decelatory
trend in industrial profuction became pronounced, in the latter
half of 1970, i.e. before Mr.Chavan madd a claim for economy
being poised for a big advance. That pcriod showed a rise
of nearly 3 pgr cent compared to the corresponding period
of 1969, And in 1971, i.e. (January/August 1971) therise in :
industrigl production index was only 2.0 pex cent. The riuse
for the entire financial year 1971/72 is expected to be
between 2.5 to 4 percent as compared with 4.8 pexr cent
last year. :

; Is it not strange that this stzgnation in industry
should continue despite four succesgive food harvest &£ It is
not strange if we remember that rural set-up in India which
impoverishes the mass of lower sections while making the
upper sections the beneficiaries of agricultural advance anc
good harvests. To quote the economic survey "With successive
years of good harvest and an aggregate increase of national
incmme by more than 10 per cent overthe preceding two years,
it was i 'reasonable to expect a buoyancy in demand of consumer
products. Sych a denoumment has not fully come sgbout. Even though -
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per capita income has increased significantly, during recent
years, the income elasticites of expenditure for such items
as pulses, oils, sugar,tea, etc, seem to be sO high that
a large part of theincrease in income is being siphoned
off by these items and little left for pushing up the
demand for manufactured products."

Shorn of verniage the above quotation means that
the bene fits from large harvests was so small so far as
the mass of peasants etc. are concerned, that they had
hardlyenough to satisfy their immédiate food demands, leaving
very little to be spent for mamfactured goods.

Thus the rural set-up of land concentration and
semi~feudal relations once again is the causc of industricl
stagnation and the working class and the people ° have to
pay 8 heavy priee for the Coneress luxury of carrying
on the landlords and rural rich cn it s shoulders, The neglect
and indifference to thi s central quéstion of Indian economy
by the trade unions now directly affects the jobs
and livelihood of the workers. Both workers and peasants
mst pay heavily for heglect in building their alliance.

Thanks to this last year saw innumerable closures,
lock-outs and throwing out of employment of tens of thousands
@f workers. In W.Bengal alone those thrown out mumbered %40,00Q.

e untold suffering that all thi s caused, the ruination
of many families, the hardships and starvation can only be
realised bythose who hlmve to go through them.

At the beginning of the last year itself the total
number of factorics closed were as high as 2,436. Since then
some may have opened but the situatioh continues to be grave
for the workers. Factories employing thousands have remained
closed for more than a year. The workers unprovided with any
employmeny benefit are forced to shift for themselves. So far
as the Cotton Textile Mills are concerned the situation
continucs to deteriorate throughout the year, In 1970,
the number of mills closed was 48, By March 1971, it
rose to 52; by June to 67 and in August it was as high as 64«

Shady methods

The unscrupulous methodis adopted by the Congress
Govt., with its talk of Socialism and garibi hatao rust be
noted., The employers were allowed to indulge in prolonged
lcck-outs and closures with complete impunity. Not only no
action was taken against them but they were helped by slanderous
propaganda that labour tr-ubles were at the root of these
closures. It i s only of 1late that the Govt. is talking
of restricting the employers' right of closure though
all this is just to fool the workers.

When the workers agitated for the re-opening of the
faptories, the Govt. did not hesitate to explolt their plight
to thrust wage cuts, cut in dearhess allowance and deprivation
of all rights under labour legislation. The Maharashtra -
and the DMK Govts. put these unscrupulous conditions on the
statite book, enabling the Govt, when it took over closed
factories to deny the workers the right of provident fund,
D.A. ete. Recently the Central At followed these provisions
closely and the W.Betgal Govt. halped the same employers

of textile mills to push down wage cuts and workload on the
workers., !

Bvery effort is made to pass on the burdens cf the
crisis to the workers. Every means which is paraded as intcnded
for giving relief to the workers in reality is one which
deprives them of some right =.
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Ther= are mamy other metho. s adopted by the Govt. +
to cheat the workers, It must be stated thatthe trade -
union movement does not show the required vigilance to react

to these and scotch the mischief at the start. The

heavy taxation of the Govt., the deficit financing, the spiralling
prices all m &ke living costliex day byday. But the cost of

living index prepared officially was frogen for months to

deprive the workers of additional dearness allowance, Between
December 1970 and June 1971 the working classtonsumer

price index number base 1960 was virtually frozen. It was

186 in Januaty, by Oct. it was only 196, This i smnothing but a
fraudulent manipulation of the index numberto suit the needs

of the employing class and effect a cut in real wages. It

is on the basis of this manipulation that cuts in D, A, have

been effected, notably a cut of over Rs.9 for the 2% lakhs

of jute workers of W.Bengal. Butiit was perhaps left to the

Madras -State officials to break all rewords and rig the index
number openly &nd in the most blat ent manner, It seems ...

that according ' to the official calculation the cost of L3¢
living is going down rapidly notvithstanding the rise in

prices, It is but proper that all trade unions have protested
against the robbery of the workers.

The pilfering ofthe provident Fund, the enactment
of the ESI benefits, the use of contract labouf &0 avoid
D.A,, provident fund, etc. are some of the other methods used
opénly with the connivence of the government to defraud
the workers. The misuse of the workers' cohBributions forthair
own needs has now become g regular habit with the employers
and the Government refuses to prescribe drastic punishment
for the offenders., '

Recession continues

The year 1972 does not prombse to offexr any relief
to the workers. A1l the factord omexrating in the earlier
period are operating together with some new factors. It almost
seems certain that the small peasant will be once more made
the scapegoat of falling prices which might lead to the
narrowing of the rural market. The rising foreign debit
payments and the present cut-off in American aid creates the
necessity for the capit alist and their Govt. to increase
exports at competitive priwes, at lower prices, i.e. at the
expense of the workercs, the small producer or people's needs.
This foretells of a new attack on the industrial workers
who will be asked to accept ertra workload without increase
in wages.

Moratorium on strikes

Itis not surprising, therefore, that such slogans
ag moratorium on strikea for three years have been °° 3
raised in the most authoritarian guartexrs, Though undexr pressure
of trade union opinion they have been repudiated, still back- b2
stage intrigues and exchanges aregoing on to put into effect .
The consortium of the three trade union organdsationss which
is being knocked together by the Iabour Minister is intended
to serve this very purpose.

It is not only the need of exports that presages
a further attack onthe worke s in the coming months. In the
name of giving a lift to theproduction, the Govt. is making
further concessions to the monopolists, There is the proposal
to have a joint sector of Govt, and monopolists; there is
a proposal to allow the monopolists to expamd their production,
The fact that the monopolists do not edpend production without.
high profits means that the workers will have to foot the bill,



Besides. in the name of developing bacikwatd regions the
_monopolists are beihg given concessions 1o exploit the
workers of these *2gionz at the cheapest rate and lower the
wage levels in the country. Similarly foreign monopolists
are being invited to open thelr concerns in India promising
them cheap labour . The moratorium proposal is to guarantee
them uninterrupted supply of labour and big profits, Ministexrs
openly advertige that cheap labour in India is available
for exploitation. Tne excuse is the need to earm foreign
exchange, Itis to be stipulated that the entire production
of these factories will be exported.

Self-Reliance

) Comrades, the Govt. and the employers are adept
im manufacturing slogans with a patriotic coverto attack
the workers and to allemnatd - the S... sympathy of othx
democratic sections from them. 7

During the Indo-Pak War over Bangla Desh they
demanded-a ban on all strikes in thename of defence, with the
name of national defence they smashed a number of strikes.

The AITUC, the INTUC and HMS leaders readily join in this
game and supported the Govt.

The CITU gave its full support to the war,

called mpon the workers to contribute thelx be/stand at the
same time, refused to accept the burdens or abjure the right
to strike. Now and again in the name of self-reliasnce the
workers' interests are being jeopardised., The words "self-
reliance" in the mouth of offici al spokesmen only mean meeting
the shortage : . in foreign aid by producing surplu ss
which would pldce more profits in the hands of the capitalists.
There is thus no control of privateprofits, no limitation,
but just produeing more surpiuses - 1l.c. only the workers
must work more. Thisis yet another method of making the
workers the scapegoat of the situation created by fall in
foreign aid and especially due to the cutting off of aid

by the arrpgant American imperialists. As the Economic
" Survey puts it "The : case of self-reliance should consist
of efforts at raising the domestic rate of savings on the
one h=nd and greater impotts substitutes and export promoticn
onn the othexr.."

The working class,the trade union movement and the
entire people stand for economic independence from foreign
"monopolists, from the U.S, imperialists. Itis the working
class and the common man that have to meet the burden
of repayment of foreign debts which today =mounts to not less
than the annual wage of twomillion workers, Apart from direct
exploitation this dependence creates a danger to our national
freedom and sovereignty, placing strategic lever in the
hands of USA ahd foreign monopolist s,

How the USA used this strahglehold during the vital
@dayg_of war over Bangla Desh, is fresh in thememory of every-
bodyy, It threatemed to paralyse our economy by withholding
its % so-catled 'aid' and even used military pressure.

The slogan of self-sufficiency is mainly by the
stopping of American 'aid' and not a new pclicy of dispensing
with loans from all imperialist . countries.

The stoppzge of Americapn lo=ns creates a difficult
gsituation for Ipdian economy. The Guvernment wants to
belittle it because it: wants to conceal from the people the
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depth of our dependence on the U.S. A Twenty percent or more 2
of India's imports have been hitherto financed by U. S. :
taid ', which roughly mounted to not less than 40 per cent

of all zid secured bythe countzy. It scems that the gap

in external assistance would now widen to Rs.850 crores

ond make it difficult to realise themodified targets

of the Fourth Plan. .

It is obvious that unless drastic . measures are
taken the situation cannot be brought under control., Fallure
to do- sowill lead to slow down, closures, further
unemployment and attacks on the workers and the people.

To feed theindustries,foreign exchange must be
saved., The biggest source of drain is foreign debt repay-
ments, especially to the USA. These payments now amount
to Rs.435 crores, a substantial part going to the USA. Any
one who is serious about self-sufficieney, etc. mst deree
to declare at least a moratorium on all debi payments
of the State, at least thase of the USA, The moratorium
will ease the situaticn substantially and be a weapon
of countering the American threat. Itis equally necessary
to nationslise all American concerns beginning with .
théd o0il companies. The American capital has been.earning

‘the highest rate of profit in India, higher than anywhers
@lse and its nationalisation will place substantial
funds in the hands of the State.

o

This is the way in which patriotic initiative
for ending dependence on the USA should be taken. But the
Govt. has no such intendions. It wants to repay all the
obligations and create more surpluses at the expense .
of the workers. '

‘ Needless to say complete independence of our
‘economy cannot be secured without nationalisation of rall

- foreign monopoly concerns, the concerns of Indiagn monopolists
and a radical land reforms, and that it camnot be achileved
within the framework of building =a capit alist. economy.

A question may be asked, f£re the Merican creditor s
entitled to the repayment of their debts? Do their
debts represent the value thatthey force on us? The
Economic Survey is now forced to admit thah "loan-
financed impcrts have to be procured in the countries offer-
ing loans regardless of price and other conditions," i.e.
India was cheat:c bothin regard to prices and the quality
of material supplied. And now the workers are asked to
reimburse the cheats. S 2

H

While the working clasghad warned that loans were
an instrument of foreign pressure, the Govt. denied
it all these years. Now the Sgevey has to say "recent
developments hawve made it clear: that it is yet another
* instrument of diplemacy which is liable to be deployed
against us at a time of critical mneed."

Fightfor unity

During the last year, thestruggle of the working
class for united action has secured considerable success
ih some States. Faced with the growing attacks on their
standaxd of living under the stress of the recession,
the mass of workers ®eadily joined in common action and the
trade union leaders in meny industries and Stayes had to
accept the fact. Perhaps in recent times there were not to be
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found so many prolonged amd big strikes led jointly

by unions belonging to different central organisations
between whom there was always a political barrier. Last
year  is remarkable for the numbex of common ctioms

in whiéh the CITU, the INTUC and the AITUC unions came
together. to defend the workers though cvery one

knows that in manyquestions *of poiicles they can be
sharply divided. Equally significant was the united

front of the CITU, the AITUC, the HMS and the INTUC and
several other feferations lzst May which took a common
stand against the Govt.'s anti-labour policy and demanded
with one voice recognition of trade unions based on secret
ballot of the worsing class. Following this there werse
also united observance of days against employers'
attacks, against rising prices and the erosion of real
wages of the working clase. There were also simultencous
actions though not joint in’ the proper sense- of the

term onthe bonus issue. These have been notable achieve-
ments., '

But in recent months there ig a counter-attack
against this growing unity in the renws of.the workers
and there is a systematic attempt to isolate the CITU
an? other left Centrs1l Trade Union organisations. The
Labour Dept. of the Govt, of India is taking a lead
inthis and the top leaders of the INTUC, HMS and the AITUC
have joined hands to come together and in one way or
another undermine theunity that was built in the e
earlier part of the year.The formation of a joint
council by these three organisations, their climb-
down on the gquestion of ballot as the basis of trade
union recognition, their acceptunce of verification as the
main basis of recognition, all these point out that a new
front of these organisations is being built to fight the
militant trend for unity in the trade union movement,

Tq meet this new mcve it is more than .ever
necessary to redouble our efforts to build unity and
united actions and fight the disruptive leadership.
The working class needs unity more than before as a big
offensive is loomihg ahead and new anti-working class
legislation is on the anvil. There is no doubt that
the policy of disrupting the ranks of the working class
and allying with the ruling party willbe disowned
by growingly large numbers. lhe experience of the last
pear will not be forgotten by theworke:rs.

In W.Bengal, the situation is radically diffcrent
with goonda: attacks on our unions. Even then the
fight for united resistance has to be continued in the
context of the concrete situation. A remarkable
examnle. of our determination to fight for unity is to be
seen in-the role we are playing 1in relation to the
looming struggele ofjute workers of W.Bengal.

Last year has seen a remarkable.resistance
in the working class in defending its standard of
living =and advancing new claims, But at the same time,
ithas also brought to the forefront a problem which
confront s the trade union movement as a serilous
menace to its very existence. The neglect of this
problem or a mere superficial recognition of it will
spell great d&enger to the future of trade unions.
During the course of last year alone, the registered
unemployment in the cities reose by 25%, i.e. 4 to 5
nillion. Considering 1. :t acco.ding to official *
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statistics only 43 to 45% ofthe city unemployed are "
registered, the total urban unemployment may easily
raise thefigure to 10 million, Along with this is
of courde the mass unemployment in rural areas, It is
estimated by well-known econnmi sts that in another
few years that is less than a decade the figure
ofunemployed in India will rise to 60 million, It seems
inthe coming few years almost every child born in the
working class family will be stamped with the birth-mark
of either a destitute or unemployef.

Face to face with this colossal problem the Govt,
has no solution to offcr except misleading the people with
a few schemex and announcing expenditure of & few crores
of rupees. Almost all these schemes reliate to the : .
rural areas and will hardly have an impact on the situation
there. So far as the cities and industrial areas are
concerned, the Govt. cannot boast of any measures excepi
some assurances for re-opening some of the closed factories
and that too, on the basis of depriving the workers of all
the benefits under the existing law, cutting their dearness
allowance and even the basic wage. .

b 20

The people and the working class are paying heavily
for allowing the Congress to impose the capitalist path on
India. Unemployment is an inevitable accomp eniment of all
capitalist societies., America has nearly 6 million unsmployed.
In England unemployment has reached the highest figure =
gsince the war, it exceeded the million mark; several
other countries including W.Germany are daily adding to
their number of unemployed. Obviowsly, tc end unemployment
finally it is necessary to abandon the capitalist
path and go over to Socialism which alone #£s8 in USSR and
China, can put an end to the unemployment problem. This 5
truth has to be mastered by the working class.

The trade union movement has to take up this
problem and demand some immediate measures of relief
to the unemployed, All the trade unions must come together
to demand that a2 law must be passed ensuring minimum
- benefits for all thosec who are ready to work and for whom
there is no work, This should » include not onlythe
industrial workers, and the rural workers but also the
educatved unemployed, the clerks, professors, the engineers,
allof whom must be provided?with unemployment benefit,
Seccondly, all trade unions and all democratic organisations
including the organisation of employees must come together
and demand a change inthe Constitution providing as one of
the fundamental rights thefight to work. Also a movement
should be launched in various cities, corporations and
municipalities to see that they provide imme diate relief
to the needy unemployed ané their families. The success
of thi s movement dépends upon the joint efforts of all
the trade unions, their central organisations: and the mass
of workers, All the trade unions have to take np the questicn
because its neglect has already created a dangerous
situation. With Bo many 1%khs unemployed and unconnected
with the trade union movemcnt, is it possible to defend
the standard of living of the workers orto conduct strikes?
If the unemployed do not see the trade unions fighting
for them arethey likely to fight and support the workers
when they are on strike? It is very strange that thexeils
hardly one instance in which theorganised trade union
movement has taken cudgels on behalf of the unemployed. Perhaps,
the solitary exception is thatof the Coimbatore Textile mill

r
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workers who 7uring their strike championed the demand of
the unemployed and forced the Govt. to open some mills.,
The existence of this mass unemployment has already
become a danger to organised trade union activity. Besides,
their very frustration is used by the capitalist class,
the Govt. and thd Congress party to attack the organised
trade union movement., This is being strikingly seen in
W.Bengal where a section of the unemployed youth acts

as goonda gangs of Congress and oceupy trade union
offices,kill trade union leaders and terrorise workexss.
This danger in thi s form :-"was not there before. It is now
making its appearance on the Indian scene. One must
remember that Hitler used the frustrationof the unemployed
youth to inflict fascism on Germany. The ruling party

1s alreagdy exploiting the unemployed youth : :

for their own putpose, in W.Bengal. The trade union
movement can neglect this question only at its own

peril.

T

There is no doubt that in the coming year
the CITU following its policy of forging new alliances
with the mass of workers and other organisations, overcoming
the resistanee of the 1eformist leaders of various orgas
nisations, will succeed in discharging the new responsi-
bilities created by the developments of last year and
raise the movement '~.qualitatively to a higher level.
Againstthe terror that is being unleashed against the
tradeunions in W,Bengal, and the trend towaards one party
dictatorship, against the rise of semi~fascist tendencies
and combatting the problem of unemployment and defending
the jcbs and livelihood of the workers, the united trade
union movement should forge ahead making its contribution
tothe advance of the democratic movement in India and opening
the way to the development of the struggle for Socialiam
in this country. .

Socialism - ours and theirs

Comrades, our movement must take note of the
ruling party's cry of Soci lism. The ruling party talks
of Socialism., But what is working clacss Socialism? Socialism
means the abolition of exploitation of men by men, it means
abolition ofunemployment and povexrty, It can be achieved
only under the rule of the working class and the toiling
masses, i.e. after the abolition of the capitalist
State and capture of political power by the working
class., That power is necessary because Socigli gn cannot
be established without abolishing private property in the

means of production and distribution, without socialising
all the factories and conccrns owned by the capitalists
and " all the means of distribution. Then alone society

can be organised onthe basis of freedom from explottation.
Socialism is inconsistent with the maintanance of Tatas
and Birlas and with the public sector helping them to
gather more profits., A Govt. which cannot even nationalise
the foreign concerns and the monopolists is cheating

the people wken it talks of Socialism. It is only main-
taining the capitalist structure under the cry of
Socigteemy It »ic for .~ . cux T.U, movement to

make the masses rcalige what exactly Socialism is and how
the ruling party's Socialism is just a stunt to defend

the present capitali st ordes..

The destiny ot the T.U., movement is to take the
working class and the country towards the proletarian
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Sociali en which really means freedom from unemployment,
povertyand exploitation. If the T.U. movement forgets
thig objective, dir cts itself only in the channel
of daily economic comflicts, it will become & narrow
petty sectarian movement unable even to defend it s
daily intexests,

o ——— Pt T T O



CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING
NEW DELHI 24 -% APRIL, 1972

Report by Com. P. Ramamurti, General Secretary CITU
Comrades,

After the Coimbatore General Council meeting ‘Come Sunil Sen,
member of the General Council of CITU and a prominent trade union leader
of Dum Dum area was shot dead in front ofhis house and his body was taken
away by the gangsters of the Congress (R)s The body was found only next
day. I pay my homage to the memory of this valient fighter whose indomita-
ble courage had inspired thousands of workers in West Bengal and elsewhere.

T also express my deep felt grief over the untimely death of
Com. Rajen Sinha a member of our General Council and prominent trade union
leader of plantation workers in North Bengal. Com. Sinha was a tireless
worker and extremely popular among the workers.

I further pay my homage o hundreds of heroic workers of the CITU
in West Bengal who have couragedﬁly faced death at the hands of anti-
social elements and police. Their supreme sacrifices have kept the CITU
flag flying high despite brutal repression under the Congress (R). Let us
also not forget at this time that several of our comrades in West Bengal
are either in jails or warrants have been issued agains® them. I have no
doubt that the CITU cadres in West Bengal will face this ordeal bravely
and with the solidarity support from the working class and the democratic
movements outside Bengal they will come out successfully by overcoming all
difficulties facing them. :

This raiscs the question of campaign throughout the country of
solidarity with the working class of West Bengal. There is a near-complete
blackout in the country about the terror that is unleashed on the fighting
workers of West Bengal. In these conditions dissemination of, the full facts
of this terror among the workers and tther democratic sections all over the
country and mobilising them agninst this terror assumes tremendous
importance. :

We are meeting ten months after the General Council meeting held
at Coimbatore - . from 12th to 14th June 1971. The period is full of
important developments in the national and internationgl fields which have
far reaching consequences for the working class and dcmoeratic movements

- in our country. Com. B.T. Ranadive has already dealt with these issues in

greater detail in his report and hence I do not condider it necessary to
refer to them once again during my report. This Report will be in the
nature of a work report.

The issues facing the working class weére of such importance thab
a meeting of the Working Committee is extremely necessary. However due to
eircumstances beyond our control like the Indo-Pakistan War.over the ques-
tion of Bangladesh and Assembly elections we had no other alternative but
to postpone the meeting. The office~bearers felt it necessary to obtain the
opinion of the members of the Working Committee before taking a final
decision in the matters On 2nd January 1972 a circular letter was issued and
out of 44 members 32 responded. Bxcept one, all the members agreed with the
proposal to postpone the meeting. (A list of members who responded to the
circular is given in Amnexure 1.) . : -

As in the past the working class of West Bengal was at the fore-
front of the struggles against the onslaught of the capital. The strike
wave continued unabated in the later part of 1971 when p-otracted struggles
were launched by workers in most of the indugtries.
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The historic 2 bandhs towered all the industrial actions when mill-
jons downed their tools in protest not only against capitalist inroads in
their living conditions and job security but for trade union and demo cratic
rights as well as for political aspirations of the people. The General
Strike and Hartal of August 23 focussed the attention of the entire country
against police repression along-with the vital economic demands of the
workers. It also pressed the demand for recognition of the Government of
-Be.ngladesﬁ"l'c the Congress Government was avoiding to suit the interests
of the ruling partys

The Second General Strike and Hartal of October 13 was a mighty
protest of the working people of West Bengal against most arbitrary dismiss-
al of 13 top ~leaders of the State Government employees and dismissal of 32
leaders and workers of Ordnance factories in Calcutta industrial area.

In both the strikes the West Bengal State Committee of CITU played 3
an important role in bringing round other trade union centres which were
earlier showing hesitation or opposition to join the action. The Government
deployed huge police and CRP forces to intimidate the strikers. Even army
was asked to remain on 'alert's. Congress (R) gangsters armed with bombs,
pipe-guns and other lethal weapons were openly parading the streets to
maintain "law and order" along with the CRP and the police and carried on
ruthless attacks on working class localities with a view to terrorise them
and compel them to report for duties. All the machinations however failed
due to the remarkable unity achieved among the workers on both the occa-
sionsa

The deepening crisis in engineering industry in West Bengal and
failure of the Centrdl Govermment to take any effective measures forced
several strike strugeles of engineering workers. All the workers downed their
tools on July 20 in protest against the proposed D.A. cut of Bse 12 in view
of the ficticicus fall in the price index. The call of the strike was
Jointly given by 5 federations of engineering workers. 3

The workers of Hindusthan Cables Rupnarayanpur went on strike on
June 29 under the CITU leazdership demanding withdrawal of colsure and
stopping retrenchment measures. Twelve thousand workers and employees of
Jessop resorted to sit in and boycotted bonus on June. 28 demanding higher
bonus. The Jay Fngineering Workers went on strike on August 18 in protest
against the breach of the agreement by the management. The strikers held a
big demonstration before Raj Bhavan.

The workers of MAMC Durgapur despite repeated threats of closure
by the management observed tool- down strike on September 5 demanding 833
per cent bonus. The strike was jointly orgénised by the CITU, INTUC and the
AITUC unions. The workers again went on two day strike on September 11 and 12
on the same demand.

The 3,500 workers of Sen Raleigh Co. against closure of the factory
was a long drawn struggle. The management planned retrenchment of hundreds of 3
workers by cutting down the production level and increasing the workload
on workers, The workers fought the closure heroically and faced all types
of privations. Despite all efforts by the management and the AITUC and INTUC led
company unicns, workers stood firm and refused to be cowed down by the
blaekmailing tacties. They received moral and material support from the trade
unions in West Bengal and outside. The Sen Raleigh Employees Union (CITU)
courageously led the workers whose morale was high in spite of arrest of
several leaders under false murder cases, when they werc released by the
court under MISA. : ‘

The Congress Government, seeing the unity and determination of
workers resorted to gangster tactics. A reign of terror was let loose in the
‘housing -eolony. Goondas with arms paraded the locality and indiscriminately
‘beat the workers gnd their families. The office of the union built from the
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collections made among the mass of workers was ransacked and forcibly occu=-
pied by the INTUC goondas. None of the INTUC goondas were arrested. While
most of the Executive Committee members of the union were either arrested or
warrants of arrest issued azainst them.

3

The workers continued to resist the goonda menace and ultimately the
factory was opened after signing an agreement with the Sen Raleigh Employees
Union. The forcible occupation of the union office is still not given up
while the terrorisation tactics continue as before.

The Hind Motor workers struggle for higher bonus led to repression
on the workers. They had to organise a day's strike on January 1 in protest
against the arrest of union leaders. The workers however ultimately won 20
per cent bonus from the Birla management. Engineering workers of Ranigan]
and Jay Kay Nagar went on strike on January 18 in protest against the arrest
of their leader under MISA,

: The workers of Braithwaite Works fought a prolonged struggle against
a lock out declared by the management since October and subsequent arrest of
union leaders.Ultimately the management was forced to sign an agreement with
the CITU union on December 3 and reopen the factory.

Other notéde strike struggles of engineering works are those of J.K.
Stecl Rishra for higher bonus three day strike in October by workers of
Damodar Iron and Steel Works Ranigangj for bonus, time rate wages etc. The
management declared lock out from October 27.

Most of the struggles were ied by the CITU unions who have been
organised under 1.30 lakh strong Federation of Metal and Engineering workers
unionse. A Conference of the Federation held in August 28 and 29 in Calcutta
led to consolidation of the movement of engineering workers in the State.

Tn Darjeeling tea gardens one day strike was organised on July 6
for reinstenent _ of 2 victimised workers and protest against police repres-
sion. The workers of Mongudi tea eastate (Jalpaiguri) secured 8 % bonus on
September 20 after a prolonged struggle.

The workers of tea plentation industry won an important victory in
their struggle for wage rise when the Wage Fixation Committee for the industry
reached a settlement on February 9. According to the settlement all daily
rated workers and other categories of staff in the tea plantations in Dooars,
Terai and Darjeeling area got a wage rise with effect from April 1, 1971. In
the past the wage level of Dibrugarh plantation workers was always higher
than Dooars amd even the last Tea Plantation Wage Board awarded 13 paise
per day higher than Dooars. The present agreement in West Bengal has now
altered the position with regard to wages.

The textile workers fought several struggles against closures and
retrenchment. The menagement of Kesoram Rayon Tribeni declared a lock out
since August 21 in the wake on an industrial dispute. The AITUC and INTUC
leaders openly sided with the management to sabotage the struggle. The one
day strike of workers of Hindusthan Cotton Mills Belgharia against retrench-
ment and for higher bonus was a complete success. The Hosiery workers of
Calcutta organised one day strike on July 22 demanding reopening to 12
closed factories for over 2 months. After 70 days of struggle . ° on Ju'y
26 the factories werc opened following the tripartite settlement. The
workers of Hanuman Cotton Mills after fight for more than 6 months against
closure organised one thousand strong demonstration in front of Raj Bhaven
demanding immediate reopening of the Mills. After closure of 812 days Mohini
Mills, Belghoria reopened on December 17 following a tripartite settlement
as a result of which the managcment was forced to concede a wage-rise of
Rse 20, bonus and gratuity etc.
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The workers of Amnapurna Cotton Mills had to fight against closure
for over 15 months. During this period management did its best to use the
starvation of the workers to force them to accept retrenchment and increase
in the workload. The CITU union however refused to sign a treacherous
agreement. The factory was reopened during December in the wake of rising

demand of cloth in Bangladesh. :

The workers of State Electricity Board went on one day strike on
September 25 demanding revision of pay scales, bonus, gratuity etc. They
also observed a "Protest Week!" from Nove. 22-25 demanding withdrawal of mass
suspension orders, stoppage of arrests of workers and attacks on trade union
rights. After prolonged struggle, including 4 day strike in November, 14,000
workers and employees of DVC won a minimum wage of Rss 227 and group benefit
of Bs, 30 by an agreement on March 27. The strike was jointly led by DVC staff
association and the INTUC union.

Among the other notable struggles in West Bengal are - one day token
strike on July 4 by Cinema employees in Calcutta and Behala demanding imple-
mentation of minimum wage decisions and reopening of closed cinema houses;
strike of Municipal employees of Panihati from September 2 in protest against
suppression of the Municipality; half day strike on September 6 and strikes
on September 11 and 16 by the employees of Dock Labour Board demanding 20 %
bonus; one day strike of Private Bus employecs of North Bengal transport com-
panies demanding Puja bonus, D.A., etc; strikes aof two thousand bakery
workers of 100 bakeries in Calcutta on September for higher wages; strike
of workers in Carrier Transport on September 15 demanding lifting of lock
out in Dooars and Premier transport companies; strike and demonstration on
September 24 by Brooke Bond employees against lay off of 800 workers; strike
of eivic employees of Howrah Municipality from February 22 demanding revision
of pay scales, D.A. at Goverrment rates, strike of workers of Hindusthan
Construction, Haldia on September 23 in protest against death of 5 workers
and injuring 40; strike of workers in 21 factories in Belghoria region in-
cluding Texmaco, Bharat Woolen Mills etcs. for higher bonus and strike of
workers in 23 concerns in Baranagore area for higher bonus.

The State Government employees and other salaried employees conti-
nued their struggles to defend their interests. All the mercantile employees
in Calcutta observed two hour pen-down strike on July 5 demanding stoppage
of closures and attacks by goondas against employees . The West Bengal Siate
Government employees went on strike between 2 and 5 p.me on July 16 demanding
stoppage of goonda ettacks against employces, .cease work on September 14, 15
and 16 by the State Governmeni employees against dismissal of 12 leaders of
their movement by the Governor's order.

The All India State Government Employees Federation gave a call
for observation of an all India Day on November 5 as "West Bengal Solidarity
Day". Thousands of demonstrations and rallies were held throughout India.
One week strike of ESI employees in West Bengal which began on November 1
continued for over one week in support of demand for house rent allowance
and other demands. The strike was withdrawn after obtaining an assurance of
settling the demands expeditiously,

The " irst Conference of the West Bengal State Committee of CITU
held on September 17-19 at Asansol registered a significant advance in -
united struggles of the workers in the State. The Conference contributed
considerably to the consolidation of CITU's strength in West Bengal. It
monstrated clearly that the policy of unity and struggle had proved to b
correct. Thousands of workers belonging to INTUC, AITUC had joined the rinks
of the CITU in several industries throughout the State.

v

The Congress Government and the capitalist class in West Bengal
alarmed by the spectacul ar rise of CITU and having failed to disrupt strug-
gles embarked upon the path of resorting to semi-fascist repression against
the CITU and the working class. As a result of these attacks the trade union
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prevalent among the mass of workers in West Bengal. The strike call earlier
given by Bengal Chatkal Mazdur Union which was consistently opposed by INTUC,
AITUC and HMS leadership in the past is being supported by them now. This
shows that the game of disruptive forces can be defeated only it the working
class stands united and is determined to fight for their demands.

The struggle of the working class in West Bengal for improvement in
their working and living conditions and for trade union and democratic rights
will need solidarity support from working class of other States. The battle
for saving democracy in West Bengal must be converted into an all India battle
in order to preserve the gains of the movement, :

The workers in Kerala have also fought several struggles during the
last 10 months drawing various sections into strike actions.

About 80,000 plantation workers in Malabar reégion observed one day
strike on March 21 to press for the demand of minimum wage of Rss 5 per day,
20 per cent bonus, higher D.A. The strike was sponsored by the joint Action
Council comprising of CITU, INTUC, AITUC, HMS and UTUC unions. A statewide
- indefinite strike is also planned unitedly if the demmnds dre.not’ conceded. The
strike of Nelliampati which began in December 1971 over the demand for rise
in wages, permanent service for temporary workers etc. continued for over a
month, This strike also was led unitedly by a2ll the unions. However "the strike
of Kalapatta which began in early January, this year was led only by the CITU
unions ‘

The perpetual crisis in coir industry forced the coir workers to
launch series of strike actionss About 1,25,000 coir workers of Anjuthengu
Mooppiri Coir zone struck work on Jamuary 24 demanding payment of minimum
wagess The struggle was led by joint struggle committee of CITUy AITUC and
INTUC unionse. There was an indefinite strike from February 8 which was follow-
ed by satyagraha of workers at Trivandrum. During this struggle Achutha Menon
Government's police lathi charged the workers at Mallappuram. A1l 5 lakh
workers downed their tools on March 13 and picketted Government offices de-
manding wage rise:etce Though the strike was sponscred by CITU, INTUC, AITUC
and HMS unions, AITUC and INTUC withdrew at the last moment., Police arrested
hundreds of workers all over Kerala. When the workers of Darragh Smail Coir
factory demonstrated demanding take over of the concern by the coir corpora-
tion, the AITUC representative on the Board of Directors of the Coir Corpo-
ration opposed the demand. A Convention organised by the CITU on March 12

decided to form a Federation to coordinate the struggles in the industry in
Kerala. =

The question of reopening of the Cashew factories and revision in
policy regarding distribution of raw nut by STC was a matter of prolongcd
agitation in the State. Mass picketing was organised in Quilon and other
centres, Over one lakh cashew workers employeed in factories went on one
day strike’ on August 12 last year. The strike call was jointly given by CITU
AITUC and UTUC to press the charter of Demand which included demands like
central assistance to the industry and take over of 50 closed factories.

The workers of Idikki Project went on strike from January 8, demand-
ing recruitment of old retrenched workers under contractors. 200 picketing
_ workers were arrested. On January 11 however the strike spread to Kulamau
Dam area and Idikki High Dam area. The refusal of the Government to conccde
this just demand brought all the power workers together and a joint call was
given to organise indefinite strike from January 16. However the Government
came to an agreement approving taking back the retrenched employees on duties.

On January 23 the union Government banned all strikes for 6 months
at Idikki under the DIR. Twelve unions including those belonging to CITU and
AITUC orgenised demonstrations on February 13 in protest against the bani
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movement is facing an unprecedented situation in the State. Te
Thousands of active cadres and leaders have been detained under the
Prevention of Violent Activities Act and Mainteneance of Internal Security Lct
while warrants have been pending against tens of thousands. Thousands more are
involved in ficticious offenses like murder etc. with ulterior motive of
preventing them from participating in the normal activities of the unions.
The vindictiveness of the Govermment was further seen in transfer of detenus
to other States and thus preventing them from meeting their family members
andother relatives.

Promulgation of section 144, curfew, combing operations, posting of
CRP and military at vantage poé‘tlons, encircling the entire locality has become
a matter of routine in West Bengal. The Government's assurance to police that
there would be no judicial enquiry into police firing has emboldened police
to resort to most brutal suppression on the toiling people.

The unprecedented use of anti-social elements against the activists
in trade union and democratic movement has let loose a reign of terror in &
industrial belts all over West Bengal. These gangsters of the ruling Congress, »
who parade as volunteers of Chhatra Parishad and Yuba Congress, are getting
open support from the police and the CRP. They attack the working class
localities with murderous weapons under supervision of police and kill, maim
the workers and their family members. Women are raped, workers houses raised
to the ground or their belongings stolen. Instead of arresting these gangsters
the police arrest workers and people launching complaints against these

goondas. Police stations blatantly refuse to register complaints against the
Congress hoodlums.

More than 650 leaders and activists have lost their lives to these
murderous assaults and police torture during the last 2 years.

These anti-social elements have so far physically occupied or burnt
over 200 offices belonging to CITU unions. I have already menticned in this
report about the case of Sen Raleigh Employees Union. The office of Hindusthan
Steel Employees Union Durgapur has been recently ransacked by anti-social :
elements. But there are many other examples. No CITU union is allowed to func- ¥
tion normally in the entire Barrackpore belt.

Seeing the mox?’cing discontent among the people the Congress (R) was
not feeling confident of winning majority in the recent assembly elections.
It therefore conspired with the leadership of the Right Communist Party and
hatched a conspiracy to rig the elecctions in West Bengal with the help of
police, authorities and goonda gangs. Millions of voters were not allowed to
cast their votes by capturing the booths with the armed might. Even counting
was reduced to a farce and results were manipulated to boost the strength
of the Congress and its tail Right Communist Party. =

The attacks on trade union and democratic movement were intensified
after the so-called elections. The new police minister openly stated that the
workers opposing increase in the workload would be detained under MISA. About
40,000 workers and the activists have been forced to leave their residential
quarters and threats of murder have been given to several others. Even the

West Bengal State Committee has been threatened with action if it failed to %
vacate the premises.

The working class of West Bengal however is resisting courageously
these semi-fascist gangsterism. A convention jointly oxrganised on 16th April
by CITU, UTUC, UTUC (Lenin Sarani) in Calcutta expresses its firm deteraina-
tion to fight back this menace and defeat it with all might. The new unity
of the trade union nrganisations in West Bengal will iffensely strengthen
the resistance of the workers to the rising fascistic tendencies.

The strike call in Jute industry on May 8 shows the urge for unity
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Seven thousand-Ministerial employees of the State Electricity Board
observed one day strike on September 15 demanding higher pay scales. The Kerala
Chief Minister threatent to ban the strike and ultimately the union government
banned strikes in all power stations in Kerala.

The unscrupulous toddy shop contractors provoked several struggles
of toddy tappers. Under the leadership of All Kerala Toddy Tappers Federation
3,000 toddy tappers resorted to mass pickeving in 8 districts on September 20.
5,000 toddy tappers in Palghat district went on strike on January 24 demanding
implementation of earlier decisions and deposit of PF money by toddy shop con-
tractors. The toddy tappers of Quilon district also struck work for similar
demands.

The strike of 8,500 workers of Gwalior Rayons, Mavoor for bonus lasted
for two months. The strike was sponsored by Joint Council of Action comprising
- of CITU, AITUC, INTUC, HMS and other unions. At the call of the joint council
of action. Calicut Bandh was observed on October 26 in which nearly 1.5 lakh
workers participated.

The textile workers also were on the path of strike struggles. Over ome
thousand handloom workers of Calicut went on indefinite strike in October
demanding rise in wages and D.A. linked with consumer price indgex. Four thou-
sand Khadi weaving and spinning workers of Cannanore district went on strike
since September 23 demanding higher wages. The strike of spinning workers con-
tinued over 3 months.

- The workers of Prabhat Engineering Works Badagara organised satya-
graha under CITU leadership for 52 days since November 1971 in. support of their
tdemand for reopening of the closed factory and reinstatement of retrenched
employees. The police arrested President of the union while the management
elosed 7 other units vindictively. Twenty four day strike of Firewood Boat
workers of Ambalapuzha workers demanding wage rise and security of services etc.
was led by CITU union &nd won success.

All workers of Kanjirapuzha dam struck work for one day in Decenber
in protest against attacks by INTUC/bus workers, bus porters, workers of vegetable
markets, oil and saw mill Trichur went on strike on December 31 in protest aga-
inst the arrest of CITU leaders in Trichur. Workers throughout Kerala organi-
sed demonstrations on January 20 in protest against police and goonda attacks
on workers.
/and youth Congress hoodlums. Private

Two thousand workers of the HMT factory Kalamassery went on indefi-
nite strike since March 16 demanding interim relief and revision of promotion
rules. The strike was withdrawn after settlement with the management. The
strike of workers in Kerala Malleables Kottayam on a charter of demands con-
tinued for 3% days in February Marah.

Ten day strike by riggers at Cochin Port in July August/ff%é@&f&ri—
ties committed by Dock Labour Board was ultimately settled through mediation
of the chairman. The strike of tally clerks of Cochin Port ended on February
23 when the Dock Labour Board accepted demand for 8,33 % bonus for 1970-T71.

The State and Central Government employeces also fought several
struggles in Kerala. The P & T employees all over Kerala on October 5 demend-
ing withdrawal of victimisation measures following 1968 strike and under the
P.D. Act. The NGO's at Calicut carried their satyagraha demanding permanancy of
temporary workers and increase in age of retirement etc. for 210 days.,Achutha
Menon Government imposed break in serf¥ice of NGO when they went on one day
strike protest. The Kerala Chief Minister also openly advocated wage freez:
when the State Government employees demanded interim relief at par with Cent-
ral Government employees. 5 :

. : The agricultural w rkers. of Kerala organised several strikes during
the period, 50,000 agricultural workers of Palghat district observed one day
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strike in September for higher wages. 15,000 workers of Changanasery Taluk
went on strike on October 14 protesting against police and goonda attacks.
Agricultural workers all over Kerala went on strike on October 19°demanding
Wwithdrawal of false cases against trade union leaders. In Alleppey district
alone one lakh workers participated in the strike while in Palghat district
56,000 participated. -50,000 agricultural workers of Kottayam observed one

day strike and held demonstrations on December 28 in protest against murder of
3 union workers and stabbing of 7 women workers by goondas. The agricul tural
workers of Kuttanad and coir workers of Alleppey joined the strike to express
their solidarity.

The Kerala State Council of the CITU which met in Eloor on April T-
9 reviewed the struggles in Kerala and observed the growing urge of unity
among the workers for struggles. The State Council took appropriate measures
to strengthen industrywise organisations so that the struggles are more con-
certed and widespread. The CITU has emerged in Kerala as a build er of trade
union unity which was seen from all the major struggles in the State during
the recent past. .

There was a big upswing of strike struggles in Tamilnadu after the
last Gemeral Council meeting at Coimbatore. The Cotton textile workers in
Coimbatore took a leading part in these united struggles. Twicé they went on
indefinite General strikes during this period. A joint action committee con-
sisting of CITU, AITUC, Conzress (R) and SSP unions was formmed to conduct the
struggle for higher bonus thah available under the Bonus Act. The strike
which began on October 5 continued upto October 20, and was participated by
about 40,000 workers. The second strike was more militant in character. It was
in support of 19 point charter of demands which included demands like need-—
based minimum wages, reopening of closed units. The strike commenced on
February 12 covering 76 mills in Coimbatore district. Hundreds of picketing
workers were arrested and a student died in Jail.

Coimbatore district bundh was organised unitedly on March 1 in sup-

port of textile workers. Textile workers of Tamilnadu went on indefinite strike

from March 3% in support of these demands. Despite gangster tactics used by
the managements and the DMK the strike was successful. Solidarity actions
were orgenised by LIC and bank employees. Picketting spread in taluk centres.
90 hosierry workers of Tirupur also joined the picketting. The struggle last-
ed till March 12 when the Government and the employees were forced to concede
some of the demands. Though the DMK led unions opposed the struggles. their
following was drawn in the struggle. ;

The workers of Buckingham & Carnatic Mills Madras struck work in

September demanding arrears of wages and again in January against cut in wages.

The DMK members of the executive who opposed the strike were forced to resign
by the workers. 8,000 hosiery workers of Tirupur went on strike from February
7 demanding implementation of the Factories Act provisions and recommendations
of the Wage Board. : '

The long drawn struggle of the Simpson group employees against arbit-
rary imposition of a DMK leader on the workers by the Government was unique
in many ways. After forcing the elected leader of the union to resign by
gangster methods the DMK foisted le ader signed a treacherous 3 year agreement
with the management accepting increase in the workload, Sunday working wikh-
out overtime payment etc.

The workers fought against the betrayal and a Joint Action Committee
was formed comprising of CITU, AITUC, INTUC and HMS. On September 9 the
Government arrested Come. V.P. Chintan, Com. Kuchelar and others under the MISA
and lock out was declared in one unit on October 15. DMK gangsters attacked
workers with the help of police to terrorise the workers. On December 26 in-
definite strike was started by 18,000 workers which soon spread to other
factories belonging to Simpson Group. The striking workers hal to face severe

police repression. Hundreds of workers were assaulted and arrested, 110 workers

3
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retrenched and termination notices served on 325 others. When the Joint Action
Committee gave call for strike throughout the State on January 11, the Govern-
ment climbed down and agreed to remove the stooge leaders and appointed a

six member committee to look after the union activity pending the new elec-
tions,

The agreement however did not last long since the non-CITU represecn-
tatives on the committee unilaterally announced the dissolution of the com-
nittee on March 3., On March 13 the Simpson workers held a big demonstration
and the attempt of other leaders to bypass the CITU was foiled. The settle-
ment was arrived at along with Com. Kuchelar and the CITU. The Committee was
again reconstituted and issue was thus settled for the time being.

The 1,500 employees of Hindusthan Teleprinters led by the CITU union
began work to rule in October demanding revision of earlicr agreement on job
evaluation. The refusal of the management to come to settlement led to a
strike from November 8. Laying off of hundreds of workers was immediate piovo-
cation by the management. The Union Government instead of bringing pressure on
‘the maagement banned the strike under DIR. The strike was called off on Dece=
mber 9 in the wake of national emergency.

The workers of public sector Hindusthan Photo Films Factory in Ooty
demanding better service conditions started stay in strike on July 20 and
the management declared lock out. 133 workers were suspended and 105 arrested
during the strike. The strike was withdrawn without any settlement. The
workers again went on strike from Lpril 6 to 15 over non-fulfilment of their
demands. TWo'hundr%g workgrs were arre edww i eaaaking out a demonstration
on April 13. Wnen/Victimisetion nesures  an 28 +PTRE was withdrawn.

The workers of Heavy Vehicles Factory, Avadi who began their strike
from January 23 for higher bonus a reinstatement of suspended workers. The
DMK police resorted to brutal repression. L peaceful rally of workers was
lathi charged on Jamuary 27 and arrested workers were beaten up in police
lock upe. The Government ultimately had to climb down and the strike was set-
tled on February 7. During the strike of Metal Box workers in Madras which
began on December 1 under CITU leadership the DMK hired goondas attacked the
workers. The poli ce instead of imprisoning the culprits arrested 4 workers.
The Junior engineers and technical staff of Neveli Lignite Corporation resort-
ed to work to rule from September 27 for 38 point charter of demands includ-
ing promotion facilities, removal of anamolies etce. The struggle continued
for 7 days. The management charge-sheeted 419 workers but ultimately had to
concede the demands of the workers.

600 listed workers and 2,000 ore handling workers at Madras Harbour
went on stay in strike from August 9 demanding higher bonus. The strike was
called off on September 3 after the settlement. 600 Laskar and Tally clerks
of Marine department of Madras Port struck work from August 27 demanding
permanancy, withdrawl of charge sheets and revision in classification of
nomenclature of some categories. This strike also was withdrawn on September
3 after assurances by the port authorities. Two thousand boatmen and 3,000
dock workers of Tuticorin struck work on January 2?1 protesting against
failure of the authorities to find a missing cargo boat.

The last 10 months in Tamilnadu several strikes of handloom worxgers
and weavers took place demanding better wages, adequate supply of yarn at
cheap rates etce The deteriorating conditions of this strata of the working

class is driving them towards destitution which is reflected in militancy of
their strugglese.

The first State Conference of the Tamilnadu State Committee held on
July 16-18 was an important step towards consolidating the CITU activities
in the State. The State Committee called upon all the CITU unions to observe
CITU week from September 12-19 and popularised the line of unity and struggle
pursued by the CITU., The day was well observed throughout the State. The
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Tamilnadu State Committee in its meeting held at Nellikuppam on September 25-
26 decided to intensify the united struggles of the workers. It also observed
that despite opposition of DMK leadership a large number of DMK workers are
joining the path of struggle throughout the State and at some places even

the DMK unions have been forced to join the struggles.

The most important struggle of the workers in Maharashtra
during the last 10 months was the strike of two lakh workers of textile mills
in Bombay from October 11 for 8433 per cent minimum bonus. The unity of the
textile workers was so remarkable that the INTUC workers also joined the strike
in a big way. Despite Dange's opposition to join hands with the CITU during
strike struggle the ranks of the AITUC were working with CITU activists to make
the strike a success. Though the strike had to be withdrawn without achieving
the demands in full, the workers could get higher b-nus that was available
under the Bonus Act or majority recommendations of the Bonus Commission.
Strikes also have been leading textile centres in Maharashtra like Nagpur,
Sholapur, Akocla, Kohlapur on the same issue.

1,600 workers in the Government controlled Mohata Mills and
Swatram Mills in Akola struck work on Scptember 22 demanding restoration of
wage cut, rise in D.A., and payment of PF. The workers of Government owned
India United Mills gheraoed the General Manager on September 25 for higher
bonus. The workers of Sawatram Mills once again went on strike in March to
press acceptance of the demands raised earlier,

The employees of BEST in Bombay observed strike on October
2 demanding withdrawal of new work schedule.

Six thousand Municipal workers of Bhiwandi struck work from
January 19 demanding withdrawal of dismissal oxders on 22 workers 4,000 Class
IV and technical employees of Poona Municipal Corporation went on indefinite
strike from February 11 demanding implementation of revised pay scales, This
was withdrawn after 4 days when the demands were conceded by the authorities.
40,000 Kotwals throughout Mzharashtra on indefinite strike from February 10
demanding parity of pay with Calss IV employeces. oy

Other notable struggles in Maharashtra were indefinite strike
of water works employees of Nasik Municipality demanding arrears of pay,
strike of 6,000 employees of Hindusthan Aeronautics Nasik in November in
protest against the ill-treatment of employees.

Maharashtra State Committece of CITU observed a week from
January 18-25 during which CITU unions held meetings and demonstrations at
factory gates condemning role of U.S, imperialism. On January .25 an impres-
sive demonstration was organised in Bombay. More than 50,000 signatures were
collected on the Memorandum demanding nationalisation of U.S. concerns and
India and moratorium on U.S. debt repayment. 59000 booklets explaining the
U.S. imperialist role in India were sold among the workers during the weck.

In Andhra, 1500 rice mill-workers went on strike from
December 13 to 17 demanding 8 per cent bonus, wagerise and P.F. benefits. The
strike was a complete success. About 400 workers engaged in construction of
Godavari bridge went on strike on December 24 demanding overtime wages and
leave facilities. The Contractors accepted their demands and the strike was
withdrawn on Jangary 1. However the employers went back from their commitrent
and another strike took place from February 27 which continued for about «
month. Ultimately, after bitter struggle the Contractors had to accept the
demands in full. 300 Workers of Barium Chemicals went on strike from Aprii %
demanding wages and D.A. as per Wage Board recommendations, bonus, night cnift
allowance and reinstatement of dismissed workers. During conciliation proceeding
7 workers were victimised which provoked the strike..It was jointly led by CITU
and INTUC Unions. Motor Transport workers in Bast Godavari District went on
strike from February 2 demanding implementation of the Wage Board recommenda-
tions. Three days later the emplofers accepted the demand and the strike was
settled,

¥
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In Bihar the workers of Burkunda and Karanpur Collieries went on
strike on Cctober 12 in protest against failure of the NCDC management to
provide timely medical aid tc a worker who was electrocuted while on duty.
The workers formed a Joint Committee of Action of all unions including the
INTUC. Employees of Headquarters of NCDC went on strike nn October 17 in
support of 8 point charter of demands. The coal mine workers of Korba also
went on strike on October 19 on similar demands

The movement of bonus boycott by TISCO workers in Jamshedpur on
September 13-15 was of great significance to T.U. movement in Bihar. This
boycott came in the wake of anti-working class agreement signed by the INTUC
union. On September 7 ap-impressive demonstration was organised by TISCC
Karmachari Union, a new organisation formed by the militant workers. The
workers demanded 20 per cent bonus for which the Tata management issued
chargesheets against several union activists.

Workers of J.D.Stone & Co., Adityapur went on strike on November 8
demanding recognition of union and stoppage of repressive measures. The
strike was led by the CITU Union. The Manager immediately replied by declaring
a lock-out and suspended 4 leaders. Thé strike was withdrawn .in the wake of
declaration of national emergency. Taking advantage of this the management
discharged 15 workers. In Adityapur the workers had to strike in April once
again due to the non-settlement of their demands.

The workers of India Machinery, Patna struck work from Seplember 21
demanding withdrawal of victimisation measures. The Government deployed
CRI' and the army while leading workers were arrested %o suppress the strike.
The strike was conducted #nder the leadership of CITU Union.

In Kanpur (U.P.) workers of J.K.Rayon went on 76 days strike during
July-August in support of charter of demends. There was large scale repres-
sion and victimisation. The strike was withdrawn on the assurance given by
the Chief Minister to settle their demands. The workers of Maheshwari Devi
Jute Mill .organised a strike for higher wages etc. which was successful.

On October 16, over 25000 Cotton Textile workers went on strike in support
of demand of 8.%3 per cent minimum bonus.

The workers of Indian Explosive Ltd., Fertilizer Division, Kanpur
downed their tools on August 20 in support of charter of demand submitted
two months ago. After a week long struggle the management had to 31gn a
vettlement with the CITU affiliated TEL Employees Union.

In New Delhi over one thousandworkers in posh hotels and restaurants
in the second week of June demending implementaticn of the Wage Board recom-
nendations. The strike continued for two and a half months due to pro-
employer attitude of Jan Sengh administration., & co-ordination Committee of
CITU and AITUC Union was formed to conduct the struggle. A settlement was
arrived at after a long and bitter struggle. The CITU Unions in Delhi
collected funds and held demonstrations in support of the struszgle.

The employces of National Council of Applied Economic Research
New Delhi went on strike on February 2 demanding reinstatement of 7
victimised employees and acceptance of charter of demands. 500 NOkaf" of
Durga Enterprise Ltd.(Dalmia) struck work for over 2 monihs in October-
November demanding compensation to a dead workers widow and withdrawal of
suspension order on 16 union activists. The management of National Herald
daily declared lock-out in December to force the workers to accept: 4 per
cent bonus., The workers demanded 10 per cent bonus and stovpage of. retrench-
ment measures.

Delhi State Committee of CITU held demonstrations in December

denouncing U.S. role on the question of Bangladesh.

See Page 11-4A

.
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PROBLEMS OF TRADE UNION UNITY

In my report to the General Council at Coimbatore the background of
the Confercnce of representatives of Central Trade Union Organisations and
National Federations held in New Delhi on 18th and 19th May 1971 and the ‘dec-
laration of the conference with eight point programme were explained in some-
what detail. A resolution adopted by the General Council welcomed the declara-
tion as "a firm base around which the working class can be mobilised" and
called upon the CITU unions to take initiative in the matter and bring out
actions at loaml, regional, state and all-India level.

The CITU State Committees in West Bengal, Andhra, Tamilnadu, Bihar,
Punjab and Assam have made efforts to contact other central trade union organi-
sations. There was no response from the other organisations in Bihar, Tamilnadu
and Punjab. In Andhra a Convention was organised on 31st July 1971 at Hyderabad
and a Coordination Committee was formed to plan united action on issues facing
the working class in the State. However, the Coordination Committee could not
function.

In West Bengal, the AITUC and HMS leadership while refusing to join
hands with CITU brought forward irrelevant issues like Code of Conduct etcid
to be discussed as a precondition for united actions. Therefore, the Rashtriya
Sangram Samiti in its Convention held in July 18 at Calcutta decided to inde-
pendently mobilise the workers and organise a General Strike and Hartal in
August. The propaganda made by the constituents of Samiti created a new atmos-
phere in the State and other trade union organisations including the INTUC had
to agree for a joint meeting on August 2 to discuss the common issues and to
chart out united action. In this meeting a 16 point charter of demands was
adopteds It was unanimously decided to go in for Bengal Bundh on August 25
which was later on posponed to August 27.

The magnificient unity achieved by all the trade unions in West
Sengal 2lectrified the atmosphere throughout the State but alarmed the Congress
leaders in Yew Delhi. Union Labour Minister Shri R.K. Khadilkar hurriedly
convened a meeting of representatives of all the Central Trade Upgions in New
Delhi on August 22 and gave some vague assurances without any concrete commit-
ment. In the meeting the representatives of organisations other than that of
CITU failed to take a categorical stand. The CITU representatives however re-
mained firm and stuck to the decision of strike. The newspapers even reported
that CITU was completely isolated. ; §

However, the urge for unity in West Bengal was so powerful that after
returning from New Delni leaders of other organisations found it difficylt to
implement their commitments in New Delhi. Except INTUC and HMS all other
trade union centres supported the strike call which was a grand success des-—
pite repressive measures of the Government. Even the INTUC and HMS dared not
openly came over against the strike, though they disseciated from it.

The response of the AITUC and HMS leadership to CITU's efforts for
united actions was getting cooler as the days passed by due to involvement
of the lecaderships of these organisations with INTUC in negotiations on the
question of recognition of trade unions and allied matter, at the instance
of the Government of India, who were and are anxious to get these organisations
to unite and toe the Government's line so thety could parade this as isolation
of CITU, In fact the Government of India was paying for the air fare for about
a dozen representatives of these organisations meeting from time to time at
different places in the country. 2 7

On behalf of CITU I therefore took up this question with HMS and
LITUC leaders. In identical letters addressed both these organisations on
September 19, I wrote: '

"Though the HMS and AITUC have found no time to meet us and chalk
ogt a programme, I find from the newspapers that you have found sufficient
time to meet the INTUC, which did not subscribe to the declaration...."

B



s

13

I further wrote:

"T would like to know eveh now if you are agreeable to any thing in
furtherance of the Declaration. Otherwise, we may as well announce publicly
that the Committee cannot function and thus put an end to the deception of
the working class, whose ecxpectations had been rouse? by the Declaration and
and formation of the convening committee."

This was on the eve of the tripartite meeting convened by Union
Labour Minister at Bombay on 20th September on the question of bonus. The
CITU was also invited to the meeting and I attended this neeting on its be-
half. Though all the trade unions demended 8433 per cent minimum bonus in
the meeting our efforts to bring about an all-India movement to realise the
demand did not succced. Even a mceting to discuss this question could not
be held after the tripartite meeting. -

The representatives of the other trade union centres viz AITUC,
HMS and INTUC could not say 'mo' to my suggestion that we should meet imme-—
diately after the tripartite meeting. But in practice they avoided and scut-—
tled the meetinge Their avoidence of such a meeting is quite understandable in
view of the understanding which, according to the unrebutted statement of
the Labour Minister Shri Khadilkar, that the INTUC and AITUC leaders had
reached with the Labour Minister and the employers clandestinely

T had again discussed with the leaders of other Central trade
unions prior to the Twenty Seventh Session of the Indian Labour Conference
in New Delhi held on October 22 and 23. Though a common approach could be
evolved on the question of borus and gratuity, the INTUC, AITUC amd HMS
leaders male question of recognition of trade unions their internal affair,
Before the tripartite meeting I wrote to Shri Khadilkar stating that if CITU
was not invited to the meeting its decisions would not be binding on our
organisation, The Government therefore agreed to invite us as an cbserver
and I attended the Session on behalf of CITU. The tripratite meeting could
not achieve any tangible results. The trade union representatives unitedly
emphasised immediate acceptance of principles of 8.33 per cent bonus but
the employers wanted to use dilatory tactics by referring the matter to an-
other Bonus Committce. The Goverrment refused to take a firm position and
issue was left to the decision of the Government.

CITU however continued cfforts for a united call for action on
common issues. A meeting of the representatives of AITUC, CITU and HMS was
held in New Delhi on November 11. It was decided to observe a day during
December throughout India and raise a powerful voice against rising prices
of essential commodities, for minimum bonus of 8¢33 per’ cent and one month's
gratuity to all workers without any preconditions. Accordingly a call was
given to observe the day unitedly during December 5-12.

The decigions were no doubt an advance in the direction of united
action. However the statement published in the name of AITUC, HMS and CITU
on November 19 suffered from a basic weakness which might have ended in
diverting veoplet!s attention from the main source of evil. Therefore
Come B.T. Ranadive in his note which wae circulated to the Working Coumittee
members pointed out that instead of attacking the Covernment for its respon-
sibility “in rising prices an attempt was made to blame only hoarders and
speculators while ignoring deficit financing, inflation and high taxaticn.

The statement while correctly attacking the Central Bill on gratuity
did not criticise the Kerala and West Bengal measures on gratuity which alsc
contained the same retrograde provisions.

However due to the outbreak of India=Pakistan War on the question
of Bangladesh the week could not be observed. The AITUC "and HMS leadership
did not show their readiness to join united action on these pressing guestions.
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During the Indo-Pak hostilities in December last the ATTUC, INTUC
and HMS leadership gave up their right to strike. CITU was the only organisa-
tion which asserted the workers right to strike if they are attacked by the
employers even during national emergencye.

In a tripartite meeting convened by the Union Labour Minister on 5th
December 1971 the CITU representative Com. Md. Ismail categorically stated
that CITU would not be aparty to a declaration imposing a blanket ban on
strike of workers. Again on 16th December when a bigger gathering of tripartite
character was held in New Delhi I once again opposed any restriction on work-
-ers right to strike and demanded release of detenus, withdrawal of DIR anc
" other legislation that curb the trade union and democratic right of the workers.

Even after =and of war the Labour Minister appointed a Working Party
to concretise measures to give effect to the declaration of December 5. The
representation of INTUC, AITUC and HMS joined it and advocated boosting of
production in the name of self-reliance totally ignoring that it would invol-
ve increase in the workload on the workers and retrenchment of woerkers.

The Working Party also discussed the new industrial relations mach-
inery which they hope would bring down the strikes and lock outs., It is re-
ported that some tentative agreement- has already been reached between the
INTUC, AITUC and HMS about the new proposal of class collaboration. These
leaders have accepted arbitration as the solution though they call it volun-
tary. During the arbitration proceedings the trade union leaders would agree
not to resort to strike action. The arbitrators! award is of course binding.

Thus they have given up path of class struggle and accepted the
eth of class collaboration. In these circumstances, their agreement to form
a National Council of Trade Unions from among themselves 1o evolve a common
approach on all issues facing the working class is in reality an agreement to
jointly strive to blunt the edge of workers struggles. It is an attempt to
gang up against CITU instead of uniting with it in struggles to win the
pressing demands of the workers.

They are giving up secret ballot as the only criterion for trade
union recognition and accept verification under the so cailed independent
machinery headed by a judicial person. The leaders of AITUC and HMS who have
correctly stressed for over 2C years the principle of secret ballot for
recognition is a basic principle of democracy in the trade union movement,
and who had subscribed to the demand for secret ballot in the Joint Declara-
tion of May 1971, surrendered before INTUC and gave up the principles. The
claim that the new machinery will also resort to secret ballot if the differ-
ence between the verified membership of two unions is marginal is a fig leal,
In practice the verification machinery always favours the pro-employers'’
union and verification can and will be so manoeuvred that no occasion will
arise to resort to secret ballot. It is thercfore a sell out by these two
crganisations of the workers interests.

The political alignments of parties that are controlling the INTUC,
AITUC and HMS are bringing these organisations together against the interests
of the workers. They are also afraid of growing influence of the gals Tpolx
increasing isolation from the workers due to their class collaborationig®
policies is alsc bringing them together with the fond hope of gaining nev
prestige under official patronage.

However, there is no doubh that the working class of India will
overcome these attempts to divert it from the path of class struggle and
fight when it is attacked by the capitalist class. The ranks of INTUC, AITUC
and HMS will come togzther in the united struggles as before to protect their
interests. The CITU therefore will have to redouble its efforts to build uni-

ted actions at local levels in order to defend the standard of living of the
working classSse ' ‘

\ -
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IMPLEMENTATION OF EARLIER DECISIONS

T will now review the steps taken by the CITU Centre to implement
the decisions of the 1last General Council meetinge.

In my report at Coimbatore I stated that the monthly journal of the
CITU "The Working Class" would commence publication soon. The office. bearers
took immediate steps in the matter and constituted an Editorial Board con-
sisting of Commdes B.T. Ranadive, P. Ramamurti, Moncranjan Roy, Niren Ghosh,
Sudhin Kumar and M.K. Pandhe (BEditor). The journal has commenced publication
since September and so far 8 issues have been published. The circulation is
about 4,000 and CITU has not to give any financial assistance to the journal,
so far. I am not going into details since already a separate report is veing
presented to this meeting.

_ The General Council took certain decisions regarding industrywise
functioninge.

Plantation: It was decided to call an all India Plantation Workers
Conference in Kerala in the first week of January 1972. Accordingly a prepa-
ratory Committee was formed with Coms Monoranjan Roy as the Convenor and the
Conference was fixed at Vandiperiyar (Kerala) on January 4-5, 1972. The CITU
Centre took all steps to prepare report, resolutions and other documents of
the Conference. However due to request from Kerala StaterCommittee of CITU
to postpone the Conference in view of rains in the high ranges the Conference
had to be postponed. No new dates have been fixed so far.

Engineering: The General Council appointed a Sub-Committee with Robin
Mukherjee as the Convenor to prepare a report on the industry and the posi-
tion of workers. Ee prepared a questionnaire which was circulated to all
unions in the industry. The response was extremely disappointing. The Com—
mittee did not meet to consider the steps to be taken to coordinate the CITU
activities in the industry. :

Tvre and Rubbers A meeting of the activists in this industry was
plamed in New Delhi, but due to the non-participation of many comrades the
meeting could not succeeds No later date could be fixed for the meeting.

Road Transport: It was decided that a meeting of commdes should be
convened to collect detailed reports and sugeest measures to coordinate
activities of the CITU in the industry. However, due to the lack of prepara-
tions and inability of any comrade in the industry to help the centre in the
matter the reeting could not be convened so far.

Paper: It was decided that Come Robin Sen should act as Coordinator
of our activities in this industry. He was entrusted with the responsibility
to convene a meeting of comrades working in the industry. However no prog-
ress has been made in this regard., Comrade Robin Sen's attention was drawn
by the centre to this state of affairs.

Mining: The General Council decided that the centre should take steps
to convene a meeting of representatives of unions working in mining industry.
The centre has not been able to convene such a meeting sc far.

Jute: The office-bearers decided that Com. Kamal Sarkar should co-
ordinate the activities in the jute industry. Accordingly a circul ar letter
was sent to all the State Committees where jute unions are existing. Com.
Sarkar has since been keeping contact with various jute unions. It is pro-
posed to call a meeting of all jute unicns soon to plan all-India strike to
aechieve the long standing demands of jute workers.

_ Bidi: A demsnd was faised for formation of a Federation of unions
in this industry. However since the General Council no union has come forward
to take responsibility in this regard.
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It has becn the experience of the centre that unless some comrades
spare some . time for all India coordination it will not be possible for the
centre to take responsibilities. Generally there is a tendency that the
centre should take up the respensibility of running these organisations. How-
ever, unless comrades show their readiness to take specific responsibilities
under the direction of the centre 1nduatryW1se activities and coordination
will not be SUCCGSbel-

It is not necessary to cmphasise here the need for indusirywise
functioning. However, comrades should realise their responS1b111t1es in this
regard. Otherwise the All India Organisation formed in industries way remain
on paper as is the case of the AITUC.

Taking into account the mounting discontent among the workers on the
working of the ESI Corporation the General Council discussed the gquestion and
decided to form a sub-committee to study the operation of the Scheme. The
members of the Committee: Comrades Dinen Bhattacharyya (Convencr), S.Y.
Kolhatkar, Bisweshwar Ganguly, Nallasivam and P. Balachandran. A draft of
the questionmaire was prepared and circul sted amcng the members of the Coum-
mittees The 3 members of the Committee met on Tth November but the centre has
so far not received any report of the work done. It is however learnt that
the original questionnaire was not found suitable and some modifications were
suggested in the meeting. The centre has not received the modified question-
naire so far, From the reports available with the centre it appears that the
Sub-Committee did not make much progress in collecting the data etc. The
Convenor has failed to discharge his responsibility while the members on
their own have not shown enthusiasm about the work of the Lommittee.

The campaign launched ¥y CITU unions after the General Council
meeting on the Employees Family Pension Scgheme -created a good atmosphere
throughout the country. By and large the workers have not opted for the
schemes The CITU campaign even put the AITUC and HMS leadership on the de-
fensive and they had to change their earlier stand on the issue. Even the
INTUC had to demand that the scheme should be voluntary. to all the workers
including those who join in service after introduction of the scheme.

The publication brought out and sold in different 1¢nguag s by the
CITU State Committees is as fﬁllow

Malayalam 455000 Tamil 7,000

Telugu 2,000 Marathi 54000
English 5 000:= - Hindi 2,000
Gujarati 1,000 ;

= Total 37,000

The booklet was reproduced in some jJournals brought out by other
trade unions also. The initiative was correctly taken by the CITU on this
cuestion in time and clear-cut line wag given to the working class. The im-
pact of the campaign was so effective that within 6 months after launchlnP
the scheme the Govermment had to talk of modifying the scheme.

It i3 however likely that the Government may give scme nominal
concessions in the form of higher pensicnary benefits and lump-sum payment
without touching its anti-worker provisions. The CITU will have tc be
vigilent on this question and once again educate the workers on the basis
of demands raised in the resolution adcoted by the last General Council
meeting.

The CITU was asked by the Government in September to submit a list
for verification of membership for the year 1970. Accordingly a list was pre-
pared and submitted to the Govermment on 30th October 1971. The list contained
1851 unions with a total membership of 8,92,049. However we could not supply
registration number of 243 unicns with 39, 746 membership. Many of these
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unions had registration numbers but they failed to supply it to the centre
in time. Some unions had male no efforts to get registration number as a
result of which their membership was not verified. One unionfailed to fulfil
necessary technionl requirenentof &ffilieaticn in time and hence its member-
ship of 32,000 was also excluded from verification. Thus a membership of
71,746 was not verified. Out of the unions verified the Labour Ministry offi-
cials wrote to 637 unions with o membership of 197,233 that they did not either
submit their annual return or did not mention their affiliation to the CITU
in the annual return. Many unions though subtmitted returns received notices
and launched complaints to the Labour Department. In West Bengal the cases
were 'so large that the matters had to be taken up with the Regional Labour
Commissioner and the Records of Registrar of Trade Union was again checked up.
Eviction of large number of unions from their offices also preated some diffi-~
culty in submitting papers of these unions with the authorities.

The verification results are not yet ready, If the CITU's verified
membership is shown to be above 4 lakhs we will be invited to participate in
the Indian Labour Conference and other tripartite bodies. From all indica~
tions it appears that CITU will get the required membership for its entry in
the tripartite apparatus in the country.

The CITU, however will not join the tripartite machinery with any
illusions. It will continue to champion the cause of the working class in the
forum and fight against every vacilation and weakness shown by other central
trade union organisations. .

The CITU will have to make prior arrangement to give guidance tc the
participation of our nominees in various tripartite committees so that they
will be able to fulfil their responsibilities effectively.

I had not been able to submit a report on our publication programme
during the last two years. In this period we have brought out 14 titles, 8
in English, 4 in Hindi and 2 in Bengali. The centre has so far realised
about Rse 5,000 from the sale proceeds of the literature. This comes to appro-
ximately half the amount we spent on the publicatiocns. The present stock
position of each of the book is given in Annexure 5. It is found that some
State Committees have not paid adequate attention to the task of sale of CITU
literature seriously.

Kerala State Committee has published in Malayalam most of the CITU
publications and a2 campaign to scll the publications hal been organised in the
State. Tamilnadu and Andhra have published some booklets. In West Bengal how--
ever most of the CITU publications have nct been published in Bengali though
there is a good demand for CITU literatures

The organisation of sale of literature of CITU is a weapon in ouxr
hands to educate the working class sc that it can effectively discharge its
responsibility in the present pericd. If the State Committeestake this ques—
tion more seriously it will be possible to bring out more publications by
the centre. Wg should also take steps to clear the stock of. the 0ld publica-
tions sc that our investment is not locked up for a long time.

During the last twc years we have been able to establish a funchion-
ing centre which is playing-the role of cordinating the activities of the
CITU in different Statess W have a staff of 4 comrades in the office an
with the help of West Bengaf'state Committee we have been able to get part
time help of 6 comrades. Com. Pandhe is looking after the work of the centre
unded the guidance of Com. B.T. Ranadive., Come Kamal Sarkar is visiting the
office almost dai 1y and available for consultations.

Though the general work is carried out regularly the question of re-
rresentation to the authorities on various issues necds more attention. The
cases have to be pmrsued in Delhi since 2all the Central Government offices are
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gsituated here. Unfortunately this side is not properly locked into and we have
to make suitable arranzements to do these jobs effectively and in time. Since
we are getting of late more and mere grievances from unions, we should stream=
line our machinery in this regard without any delmy.

The office-bearers have been meeting from time to time to discuss
matters of immediate importance. Comrades available in Calcutta are normally
called to these meetings. I personally could not attend many meetings because
of my frequent tours in different States. However, attempts have been made to
convene extended meetings of office=bearers for wider.consultations. Since
the last General Council meeting there were 2 such meetings in which members
of the Working Committec available in West Bengal were invited. These meetings
" have helped in having a check-up of the work of the centre and giving direction
of pressing. issucs affecting the working class, A list of office-bearers
meetings and participation of members in them is given in Annexure 4.

It is however true that office-bearers are expected to take more res-
ponsibilities in discharging the duties of the centre. Since some of them are
pre—occupied with other activities they are unable to spare enough time for
doing the centralised work. If they take some specific responsibilities thcn
the centre would be able to take additional responsibilities and the centre's
activities will be more efficiently carried out.

" In this eonnection I cannot but note that the task of developlng the
base of the CITU in States where we are weak should be given more emphasis by
the centre. Unfortunately we have not been able to pay much attention to this
aspect so far, This is possible only if all the office-bearers discharge their
responsibilities provided in the CITU Constitution. Particularly, I feel that
conrades from West Bengal who are office-bearers of the CITU can play more
positive role in building and developing our centralised activities.

: A word must be said about the activities of the State Committees which
are expectetho act as the direct link between the centre and the unions. :
Except West engal and to some extent Kerala and Tamilnadu our State Committees
do not have day to dey activities. They do not send to the centre .regular re-
vorts of activities in their States and take approprizte steps to ensure full
implementations ol the decisions of @he CITU at wvarious levels.

Our Constitution provides that the State Committees should meet at
least once in 3 months. However, not 4 1 the State Committees are following
the provison of the Constitution in this regard. Detailed reports of the meet-
ings of the State Committees are not sent to the centre. Since the meetings of
the State Commitiees are a forum tc have a check-up on our activities in the
State; it is advisable that a representative from the centre should attend
these meetings from time to time, if not regularly.

The State Cormittees have to make more efforts to ensure collective
leadership at all.levels, They should alsc pay special attention to see thet
individual unions function in a democratic menner. The trend of indiyidual
functioning which corroded the activities of the AITUC may creep in Tidst our
functioning, unless we guard against these tendencies.
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The workers of Mangalore in Karnatak organised Bundh on November 12
in protest against rising prices and unemployment as per call of the local
CITU. '

The two lakh State Government employees in Rajasthan went on inde-
finite strike in February demanding knterim relief at par with the Central
Government employees. Despite brutal police repression and victimisation the
Rajasthan Government was forced to concede the demand of the employees.

In Assam the closure of Peco Printing under Karam Chand Thapar from
July 31 led to a long drawn struggle of employees.

The struggle of 8000 construction workers under Bhilai Steel Plant
management took mass casual leave and demonstrated before the Prime Minister
demanding job security. A Joint Committee of all the vnions was formed which
forced the menagement to assure that all the workers would be absorbed in
the Steel Plant.

The struggles of the railway workers are also on the rise despite
+he opposition of NFIR and AIRF leadership. The strike of 10,000 N.E.Railwey
cmployees at Gorakhpur which begen on September 27 continued for 62 days.
The main demand of the workers was the stoppage of retrenchment, corruption
and victimisation. The police and the RPF resorted to repression on the
strikers wut failed to break their morale, Finally, the Railway Minister
agreed to consider the demands and assured to implement the agreement.

The management of Chittaranjan Locomotive Works and the police com-
bined to suppress the CLW Labour Union. The attempts were made to transfer
21l the Office-bearcrs of the Union but the strong opposition voiced by the
workers forced the management to retrace its stepse. The attacks against the
Union however continued in different forms. The jeep of the Union has been
seized by the police, the General Secretary of the Union and other active
workers have been detained under MISA. Goondas are given free hand to
terrorise the workers.

Goonda attacks against the railwaymen in West Bengal continue to
increase. In Asansol and Sealdah Division as well as in Golmuhar and
Bamengachi Colonies (Howrah) they are more frequent. There was a mass
deputation of railwaymen to the Governor on March 4.

The railwaymen in Euctorn Railway held a Convention in Ranaghat in
September and organised a six thousand strong demonstration before the
General Manager on September 14. In Katihar a leader of tuc Joint Council
of Action has been detained under the MISA.

: The Bank employees in India have also been marching ahead. 7000
employees of Union Bank of India started their work-to-rule movement since
October 25 for realisation of their 23 point Charter of Demands. The Board
of Directors of the bank refused to negotiate with the Union leaders and
the Bombay employees had to gherao the Directors and force them to talk to
the Union. The negotiations resulted in a settlement.

The Reserve Bank employees in Calcutta struck work for 2 hours dn
September 11 demanding release of some arrested workers detained under’
Preventive Acts. The offices of UCO Bank resorted to work-to-rule in Julj
demanding fair promotion policy and restoration of cut in their salary.

The Central Government ewmployees continued to struggle for need-based
minimum wage and against delatory tactics with regard tc publication of Third
Pay Commission Report. Several local struggles and actions have taken place
throughout the countrye. To sabotage the all-India struggle the Government
tried to disrupt the Naticnal Federation of P & T Employees, premier organisa-
tion of the Central Government employees. The Government openly patronised the

contd -
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minority in the Union and raisecd a bogey that the dispute existed in the
Federation. This gross interference of the internal affairs of the trade
unions was strongly resisted by the P & T employees whose local organisa-
tions sent hundreds of telegrams®tc the. Minister demanding recognition to
the constitutionally elected leadership which includes Comrades K.G.Bose
and Rajan.

The 40 lakh State Government employces are struggling for salaries
at par with Central Government employees which the State Government bosses
are stoutly opposing. In Jammu & Kashmir on April 15 therc was pen-down
strike by one lakh State Government employees on this questioni

The Anti-Repression Day observed throughout the country during

January 31 and February 6 by the CITU Unions and the response of the vorkers
to the call of the CITU clearly indicates that the working class of India
can be roused in protest against the brutal terrcr of the police and gangsters
of the Congress(R). The working class of India can also be drawn in solidarity
actions if it is mobilised for support of the workers in West Bengal. The
CITU should redouble its activities in this regard so that the task of defending
democracy in West Bengal is given priority in CITU's activities.

"~ We have seen that despite growing repression the workers and
employees in all sectors of economy all fighting a grim struggle to preserve
and improve their living conditions. Though the leadership of AITUC, INTUC
and HMS has been trying to kecp themselwes aloof from united struggles the
review shows that several united actions have taken place all over the
country. The growing feeling of class solidarity among the mass of workers
is crossing the barricrs of organisational affiliations and bringing
millions of workers together on common issues.

In this report, I have only nmadé an attempt to cover some of the
major struggles which have taken place since the last General Council
meeting. However they sufficiently highlight the reality that it is only
through unity and united struggles that the working class of India can
march forward and defeat the offensivé of the capitalist class.

=0=0=0=0=0=

&é
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Annexure - 1

Regponse from the Working Committee Members
to the proposal of the Office-bearers for |
postponement of the Working Committee Meeting.

1) Names of comrades who replied in the affirmative :-

1. Com. Suhrid Mallick Chowdhury 17. Com. C. A. Peter

M U ¥amal Sarkar 181 C. Kannan _

3, " M3, Ismail 19, "  Harisadhen Mitra
e B. T. Ranadive g0y Chandi Prasad

e Mohan Punamia 7k S P, Satyanarayansg
6" Biren Roy ale S. Y. Kolhatkar
i P, Ramamurti ., 5 Sl K. P. Ghosh

B -V K. Ramani Polr g i N. Prasad Rao

S Samar Mukher jee 25l Jyoti Basu
F0s M Bimal Chatterjee = . 26, 1 Monoranjan Roy
; S Dinen Bhattacharya RO D0 Suryellatayona Boo
12, " M. K. Pandhe "+ o8. " E, Balanandan
By Parimal 240 it A, Nallasivan
14, " 2T L Ayyappan Fos %o TRl R..Mﬁkhérjee
2 I R, Unmenath : 51 . " A, Balasubramaniam
EaL Ram As:ey ’ g s

Total- = ""31

2) Names of comrades who replied in the negative :-

1. Com. Robin Chatter jee
Total = 1

%) Names of comrades who did not reply to the Circular :-— .
1. Com. Sudhin Kumar

e Niren Ghosh

G Havi Sinha

oo Krishna Khopkar

G ! Gerald Pereira

b Y 0. Bharathan

T K. N. Ravindranath
Bl Ajit Mukher jee

s N O. P, Joseph

s SPMER K. Anandan Nambiar -
e =1 Santi Ghatak

Ve Benoy Chowdhury

Total =12
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... -..List of Press Statements igsued by the -

CITU since the Coimbatore General Countil meeting.

Date of Tssued by whom Subject
issue : -
O, 10771 B.T.Ranadive, President, On murderous attacks on
CITU. T,U., leaders in Durgapur
e 10T + do = On strikes of textile
workers in Bombay,
Coimbatore and Ahmedabad.
121071 - do - On General strike.and
; Bengal Bandh.
20, 10. 77 =~ dp = On taking over of .coking
: coal mines.
T8 = Office~bearexrs criticise

LTk

vt a7 Monoranjan Roy & M.K.,Pandhe On murderous attaci on
Secretaries, CITU. prisoners in Alipore Jail.

A2 471 Monoranjan Roy, Niren Ghosh On Pakistan's attack on
& M,K,Pandhe, Secretaries, India.
CITU.

Y 12.7] B.T.Ranadive, President, On U.S. Conspiracy
CIPy, against India 2nd

» Bangladewh
0. 1271 - do - On U.S. Bombing of .North
Vietnam.
2 fed e - do - On attacks by anti-social

B. T. Ranadive, President,
CalPl;

the Ordinance to take
over Industrisl Units.

On stoppage of public=—

tion of Daily Newspapers
A i\
in Calcutta.

elements in Durgapur.

3
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T o U L‘A Hoe L el
No. Issued to whom Date of
: : issue
15/71 All State Committees 9.7.71
16/71 All Unmions in Eng. Z e s i
Industry. :
17/71 All State Committees 24.7.71
18/71‘ - do = TR Iy
19/71 A1l State Committees 18,10.71
& Genmeral Council
Members
20/71 All Unions in Planta- 15.11.71
tion Industry -
21/71 A1l State Committess 17:11.71
’ & General Council
. Members.
Do A1 1 State Committees - 24,171 .71
: & Working Committee
Member s
“P25/71 Rll Plantatien a2 o
Unions
24/71 All Plantation 22 12571
pes s Initons
g Working Committee 2is S Ee)
Membexrs
2/72 All Affiliated T8 ) 12
Unions
3/72 A}1 State Qommittees . B
5/92 All VWorking 295 12
Committee Members
6/72 - ALY Affiliated e A
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ANNEXURE - 3

Subject.

Efforts for united action
at State levels on common
issues facing the working
¢ lass.

Information on.Engineering
Industry.

Monthly Journal of the CITU
'"T"HE WORKRING CLASS'.
Verification of CITU member-
ship for the year 1970

Observatiof November 5 =s
"Wa gt Bengal Day"

On all India Plantation
Workers Conference.

-

On observation a day
against closures and for
higher bonus and gratuity.

On observation of a day

dur ing week December 5 - 12.

All fTndie--Plantation
Workers' Conference.

Postponement of all India
Plantation Workezrs'
Conference.

Proposal to defer the con-
vening of the Working
Committee Meeting.

On observation of 'Anti-
Repression Day' between
Jan- 31 T Feb- 60

Campaign ageinst repression
on T.U. and Democratic move-—
ment in West Bengal.

hepression on T.U. and
democratic movement 1in
West Rengal.

Meeting of the Working
Committee.

Payment of affiliation fee
and submission of annual
return for the year 1971.
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24-26 April, 1972. : ANNEXURE - 4

Office-bearers Meeting held after the

Coimbatore General Council Meeting.

»14.7.1971

28.,8.1971

SeTe 1T

22291971

T8 0097

T3 31971

2 s 1971

SE TR s

 Se141972

$5, 51972

Present - Com. Niren Ghosh, Com. Monoranjan Roy,
Com. M.K,Pandhe, Com., Sudain Kumar, Com. Kamal
Barkat

Present - Com. Kamal Sarkar, Com. M. K, Pandhe,
Com. Niren Ghosh, Com. Monoranjan Roy..

Present - Com, Niren Ghosh, Com. Kamal Sarkar,
Com, Suhrid Mullick Chowdhury, Com. M. K. Pandhe.

Present - Com. B. T. Ranadive, Com. Md. Ismail,
Com, M. K. Pandhe, Com, Kamal Sarkar,
Com. Monoranjan Roy.

Present - Com. B.T.Ranadive, Com. Md. Ismail,
Com. Suhxrid Mullick Chowdhury, Com. Monoranjan
Roy, Com. M, K. Pandhe.

Present - ‘Extended) Com. B.T.Ranadive, Com.
P. Ramamurti, Com. M. K. Pandhe, Com., Suhrid
Mullick Chowdhury, Com. S. Y. Kolhatkar, Com.

A, Balasubramanaism, Com. N, Prasada kao, Com.

Mohen Punamia, Com. Kamal Sarkar, Com. Monoranjan
Rov, Com. Bimzl Chatter jee, Com. Jyoti Basu,

Com. Niren Ghosh, Com, Md. Ismail, Com. Biren
Roy, Com. Samar Mukherjee, Com. E. Balanandan,
Com. Shanti Bose.

Present - Com. B.T.Ranadive, Com. Sudhin Kumear, 3
Com; Kam2l Sarkar, Com. Monoranjan Roy,
vom, M. K, -Pandhe .

Present - Com. B.T.Ranadive, Com. Suhrid
Mullick Chowdhury, Com, M. K. Pandhe, Com.
Monorarjan Roy, Com. Kamal Sarkar, Com.
Sudhin Kumar, Com. Md, Ismail.

Present - Com. B.T.Ranadive, Com. Md. Ismail
Com. Kamal Sarkar, Com. Suhrid Mullick Chowdhury.

(Extended) Present - Com. B.T.Ranadive, Com,

N. Prasada Rao, Com. Jyoti Basu, Com. P. Ramamurti
Com, Suhrid Mullick Chowdhury, Com. Kamal

Sarkar, Com. Robin Mukher jee, Com. M. K.

Pandhe, Com. Samar Mukher jee, Com. Bimal

Chatter jee, Com. Krishna Pada Ghosh, Com.

Monoranjan Roy, Com. Biren Roy, Com, Shanti

Bose (Observer ), Com. Balasubremaniam, Com. 9
S,Y.Kolhatkar; Com. Sudhin Kumsr, Com. Mohan
Pinamia.

Present - Com. B. T. Ranadive, Com. P.
HKamamurti, Com., Niren Ghosh, Com, M.X.
Pandhe, Com. Kamal Sarkar.
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ANNEXURE - 5

Statement showing copies printed and
present stocks of CITU publications.

Name of the Publication

Forward to Unity and Struggle
Constitution of the CITU (English)
- do - (Hindi)

Fight Against Repression and
Disruption (Jaipur Working
Committee Report)

Unmask and Defeat Anti-Labour
Policies of the Corgress Government

Surging Tide of Working Class
Struggles (Coimhatore General
Council Meeting Report)

Samyukta Trade Union Andolanki
Nayi Disha (Hindi)

Tndian Railwaymen Forge Ahead(¥nglish)
- do - (Hingi)
- do - (Bengali)*

Employees Family Pension Scheme -
A Hoax**

=80 (Hindi )***

Railwaymen and the Third Pay
Commission (English)

~ do - (Bengali)
~ do = (Hindi )

Copies

Present
printed stocks
2000 610
2000 269
2000 1066
1000 301
2000 1274
2000 1112
2000 1253
2000 70
2000 200
5000 400
2000 861
1000 241
2000 55 e
8000 564
3000 In Press

* The booklet was published on behalf of West Bengal State
Committee of CITU. But the circulation was organised

through the Centre.

*%* The publication was brought out in co-operation with

Maharashtra State Committee of the CITU.

Bihar State Committee of the CITU.

**% The publication was brought out in co-operation with
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A NOTE ON THE U.F. STATE
COMMITTEE OF C.I.T.U.

In U.P. a State Committee was in existance as a constituent of the
ATITUC before the formation of the CITU. In July 1968 Dange personally went
to Kanpur to engineer a split and by resorting to d.ishonest methods formed
amother State Committee rival to the ‘Committee elected in the Conference.
Since then two parallel Committees were in existance in U.P.

After the formation of the CITU, the first General Council meeting
decided that the former U.P. State Committee of AITUC should be transformed
into U.P. State Committee of the CITU. However, the CITU Centre had
received no réport of holding of any State wide meeting of representative
of U.P. unions or the members of the U.P. State Committee to implement
sueh a decision. y

_The first U.P. State Conference of CITU was held at Saharanpur on
26th and 27th December 1970. Com. B. T. Ranadive, President, CITU attended
the Conference on behalf of the CITU Centre. However, he was surprised to
find that no written report of the General Secretary was submitted nor
any draft resolutions were prepared and circulated among the delegates.
Care was also not taken to ensure that all the unions participating in the
Conference have paid affiliation fee in full to the Centre. In the Meeting
of Office-bearers of the CITU held in January 1971 Com. Ranadive noted that
it was the most disorganised State Conference of the CITU.

Com. Ranadive had to strongly criticise in the Conference that no
meeting of the State Committee was held prior to the Conference. On the
question of functioning of the CITU in the State he gave certain direc-
tives but des»ite his enquiries about implementation of the decision of
Sharanpur Conference he could not get any reply to his letter. Despite his
suggestion that a State Committee meeting should be convened, no such
meeting was organised: This manner of functioning was criticised during
the Working Committee meeting at Coimbatore held in the middle of Jume and
the General Secretary of the CITU agreed to hold the meeting.

As per decision of the Office-bearers meeting of the CITU held on
13th July, 1971 Com. Pandhe wrote to Com. Ravi Sinha, General Secretary
UiPs State[@n 14th July 1971 that a meeting of the U.P. State Committee
should be called on Tth or 8th August 1971 when Com. Kamal Sarkar would
visit Kanpur. Com. Ravi Sinha however replied on 23rd July 1971 that the
U.P. State Committee meeting was called on 1st and 2nd August much before
receiving the letter from the Centre. When the dates of the State Committee
meeting was fixed the Centre was not informed earlier. Com. Kamal Sarkar
was prepared to adjust his programme to suit the convenience of the U..’.
State Committee. However, when Com. Kamal Sarkar after his reachingiZanpur
on 7th August 1971 gave a note in writing to Com. Ravi Sinha, regarding the
jobs to be done by the U.P. State Committee. However nc action was talken
by the State Committee on the note.

The U.P. State Committee did not send a report of the State Committee
meeting held on 1st and 2nd August 1971 to the Centre.

The Office-bearers meeting held on 22nd November 1971 considered
holding of the CITU Working Committee meeting at Kanpur preferably in
January 1972. It was decided to write to U.P. State Committee of CITU
and find out whether it would be possible to make arrangements there.
Accordingly, a letter was sent on 25th November 1971 to the General-
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Secretary U.P. State Committee. The letter however was not replied by the
State Committee. :

The Working Committee meeting had to be postponed due to various
reasons known to Working Committee members.

Again on 18th February Com. Pandhe wrote to U.P. State Committee
of CITU whether they could still hold the Working Committee meeting at
Kanpur. He eriticised the failure of the State Committee to reply to
Centre's letter. However the State Committee did not send any reply to
this letter alsa.

Several letters sent by the Centre have not been replied by the
State Committee in a similar manner. The State Committee has sent no
report on the action taken by the State Committee on the circulars
issued by the CITU Centre or the campaigns launched by the CITU.

There is every reason to conclude that the Office of the U.P. State
Committee does not function. It has no lively contact with leccal uynions.
The leading Office-bearers of the State Committee do not see eye to eye
each other and the strained relationship has gone deeper into the ranks
who are getting demoralised due to the behaviour of the leadership.

In view of this Com. B. T. Ranadive wrote to the U.P. State Committee
stating that a meeting of the State Committee should be convened on 28th
and 29th April, 1972 and he would personally attend it.

In connection with the functioning of the U.P. State Committee of
CITU, the major responsibility is that of Com. Ravi Sinha who failed to
reply to letters of the Centre and implement decisions taken by Committees.
His non-serious attitude about the functioning on the State Committee and
persistant refusal to eaxrry out the directive of the higher authorities
has resulted in deteriorating the state of affairs in U.P.

The natters arc being referred to the Working Committee because
despite Centre's efforts the leadership of CITU in U.P. has failed to
behave in a rcsponsible way.

In Kanpur and other industrial Centres several struggles have been
conducted under the leadership of the CITU. However it has not been
possible to consolidate the CITU movement in the State due to the non-
functioning of the State Committee. Several new comradcs who have come
closer to the CITU are alsc feeling demoralised about this state of
affairs.

The Working Committec members are requested to give their sugges-
tions for improvement of the state of affairs in U.P. so that CITU
activities in the State can be brought on a2 sound footing.



CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

Working Committee Meeting

New Delhi, 24 - 26 April, 1972.

A REPORT ON CITU JOURNAL THE WORKING CLASS

The Working Committee meeting of the CITU held at Jeipur on
Ath - 6th October 1970 had dirccted the Office-bearers to take suitable
steps to bring a bulletin or a journal of the CITU at an ecarly date.

However, the Office-becarezs found it difficult to bring out such a
journal within first six months due to non-availability of proper cadre
to bring out such a jonrnal and other technical difficulties.

The demand for the journal was being raised by comrades from below
quite frequently and Office-bearers made efforts to overcome the
difficulties.

In the meeting of the Office-bearers it was decided that the title
of the journal should be The Working Class and Com. Monoranjan Roy
Seeretary CITU was autnorised to file in an application to bring out the
journal. He filed an application in May itself.

In another meeting of Office-bearers it wes decided that the
following comrades should function as the Editorial Board

Com. B. T. Ranadive (Chairmen), Com. P. Ramamu=ti, Com. Niren
Ghosh, Com. Monoranjar Roy, Com. Sudhin Kumar :nd Com. 1. K.
Pandhe (Bditor).

The first issue was brought out in September 1971 and since then
4000 copies are being printed. From the month of January we got postal
concession while a newsprint licence was alsc obtained from the month
of April.

The respomse to the journal in different Stetes can be seen from
the following statement:

STATFMENT NO.1

On Circalats and Arrcars of The Working
Class/ioril sue upto 15th April.

State Total Copies Su plied Total arrears No, of C.I.T.U
No. of  Agency Subscri-~ Agency's due affiliated unions
Agencies bers. upto April 15 who arc subscri-

bers.

V.Bengal 11 1R =08 Rse €660 S

Bihar 12 176 30 " 167.80

M-gore 5 126 23 LS i) 14

lamilnadu & 175 66 " 198,00 10

Punjab A 70 30 " 10%.50 2

Lssam 4 41 8 R ) - 1

New Delhi 3 110 9 % 16250

Kerala 3 150 68 B 11250 21

Contd -
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Bombay o 57 34 Rse " 20420 2
M., P, 2 20 18 L 12.00
Maharashtra 1 55 i w2000 1
Rajasthan 1 12 6 4 3.60
He B 1 15 27 e b T6) 4
Tripura 1 10 5 Y 9.00
Andhra Pradesh il 70 44 3 41 .00 1
Goa 4 1
Gujarat 9

Orissa 16 -
Haryana 5
H. P. 3

Jd & K 1

Cash Sale 2235

Foreign Agency 1 5.
Foreign
Subscriber 3 2

Complementary:

In India 56

Outside India 24
Sale on Credit 185

2778 538 R.1128.30 - © 87 ¥

e . e it e o e

= 3316 cdpies distributed
4C00 copiles printed

Due to repression and gangsterism in West Bengal the circulation
has fallen during March and April by about 500,

It is also seen that in some States the circulation of the jourmal
does not keep in with the strength of the CITU. Not all the State
Committees have taken keen interest in boosting the circulation: In some
of the leading industrial centres efforts have not yet been made to start
agency of the Jjournal,

It is also found that payment of arrears are not made promptly by
some centres. The State Committees should see that all the agents show
promptness in this regard: The total arrears of payment and deposit
amount 1o Rs«1128.304 Though these are against the deposits from the
agents still the amount of arrears is quite high. Major arrears are in
Bihar, Mysore, Delhi and Tar. lnadu. The management will have no other
alternative but to stop the agencies if the dues are not cleared.

@

The financial poéitioﬁ of the journal“%é seen from the Statement
No.2

Contd - 3



STATEMENT NO.2

Statement of Account of The Working Class
(Sept. 1971 - 15th April 1972)

INCOME EXPENDITURE
Rse s Rs. P .
Security Deposit 918.00 Printing Charges (Including 5048.75
Paper Sept-March)
Subserdits on e Salary from Jan.'72 to
! 00.00
Cash Sale 4625.48 ° g 69000
News Print(for April) 382,50
Postage Stamps 324.81
Stationary . : 57«13
Miscellancous 84.12
Total 8066.78 Total 6497 .31

== === =——=====

In the early stages sinoe‘we did not have the newsprint licence and
the postal comcession we had to spend about Rs.150 more per month on that
account. Now the position has been eased to some extent.

In the begimming we did not have the manager to look after the
circulation of the journal. However, since January we have appointed
Com, Nikhil Gupta as full time manager on payment of Rs.200 as monthly
allowances. His wages are paid from the Working Class funds.

In order to have a separate estimate of the performance of the
journal the Office-bearers decided to keep The Working Class funds in a
separate account. The account is jointly operated by Comrades Sudhin
Kumar, Monoranjan Roy and M. K. Pandhe.

The statement makes it clear that CITU has not spent anything so
far on account of The Working Class. However, there is no scope for
complacency in the matter. The Statement indicates that the journal is
just managing somchow financially.

The experience of the last 8 months of running the journal tells us
that if the circulation stabiliscs at 4000 we are in a position to make
both ends meet somehow. To make it run properly it is mecessary to
increase the circulation upto 5000. If the State Committees co-operate
in this task it may not be difficult to increase the circulation.

Since the journal is in English there are difficulties im pushing
up sales among the mass of workers. Yet the CITU State Committees and
unions can enrol subscribers among salaried employees and educated workers.

It appears thot many CITU unions have not enrolled themselves as
subscribers of the journal. The State Committees should see that every
CITU union takes a copy of the journal so that the message of the CITU
reaches every union regularly.

It is also necessary that State Committees take initiative in
bringing out journals in regional languages. Andhra State Committees
has already brought out a monthly journal Karmike Lokam since November
1971 while Maharashtra Committee is bringing out a weekly journal Warg
Yudhha from st of May next.

Contd ~ 3 4
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Kerala State Committee has applied for declaration in Malayalam
language. West Bengal State Conference of the CITU held at Asansol in
September 1971 decided to bring out a journal in Bengali language.

The need -for a Hindi journal of the CITU is strongly felt by the
cadres. However due to non-availability of proper staff the Centre is
finding it difficult to bring it out.

The Editorial Board has been meeting every month. Apart from the
members of the Editorial Boards we have been inviting Comrades Biren Roy,
Prasanta Ghosh, Amiya Bose, Subir Poddar who are doing work in the
journal, Com. Sudarshan Roy Chowdhury was working in the journal till the
end of December 1971. He joined as a member of the staff of the West
Bengal State Committee and now not working in the journal.

Com. B. T. Ranadive has been regularly writing in the journal and
giving overall guidance in bringing out the journal. However, the
Editorial Board on the whole has not functioned properly. Some of the
members could not attend the meeting regularly and contribute to the
journal. There is much scope for improvement in the standard of the
journal which is possible only if the Editorial Board dischagges its
responsibility efficiently.

The State Committees can also help by giving suggestions for the
improvement of the journal and by contributing reports and articles on
the working class movements in the respective States. At present wg are
not getting regular reports from the State which is a serious handicap
in popularising the struggles conducted by our unions.

The Working Committée members are expected to glve their suggestions
for improvement of the journal that it can discharge its responsibility
more effectively in days to come.
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DURGAPUR WORKERS URGE

DEFEND TRADE UNION
AND
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
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DURGAPUR TRADE UNION
COORDINATION COMMITTEE

April 17, 1972.

Press conference addressed by Sri Dilip Mazumder, Sri

Sukhen Sarkar and Sri Probhat Chatterjee of DTUCC held in
the office of CITU West Bengal Committee at 249, Bepin Behari
Ganguly Street, Calcutta-12 :

The terror and repression let loose in Durgapur industrial

belt after the fall of the United Front Government in West

Bengal, has been greatly intensified by the ruling Congress

following the rigged election held on 1lth March, 1972, to

eliminate all CITU affiliated unions and to suppress the class
k conscious workers of Durgapur.

The safety and security of the workers are at stake and the

_ right ‘to form unions and associations’ and to function them
- with freedom is under attack.

The gangsters and local rowdies of Congress ( R ) with

direct help from police, CRP and local administration are
openly attacking the workers and unions with bombs, pistols
and rifles. The method adopted by them is as follows :

{2
—

Forcibly occupying offices of CITU unions.

Forcing the workers to join unions of Congress ( R ).
Those who refuse to join are assaulted and threatened
with murder and prevented from reporting to their duties.

The Office Bearers, Executive Committee members and
leading workers of CITU affiliated unions are threatened
with murder and evicted from their quarters and

prevented from reporting to their duties in respective
factories.
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4. Forcibly collecting money from workers and their families
and assault and humiliate' them whem they refuse to
oblige the rowdies.

5. The workers are told to sign bonds distributed by
Congress ( R) rowdies purported to be a declaration from
the worker that he has erred in following the wrong
policies of CITU union and as such he voluntarily resigns
from CITU union and joins the union of Congress ( R ).
The workers are tcld that those who would refuse to
sign this bond, would not be allowed to stay in Durgapur

or to work in the factories,
6. House of the workers looted and also burnt.

7. The leaders and active workers of CITU unions are
implicated in false cases and arrested by police. When
this method proves insufficient, Trade unions leaders are
detained without trial.

Immediately following the election, two workers Sri Sujit
Debsarman of Sagarbhanga Colony and Ajit Das of D. P. L.
Colony ‘were murdered and five workers were stabbed in
Durgapur.

The union office of A. V. B. Employees’ Union at AVB

Colony and Sagarbhanga Colony were forcibly occupied. The
union office of Hindustan Steel Employees’ Union was looted.

The union leaders of Durgapur Project Employees’ Union
and Durgapur Chemical Employees’ Union are forcibly pre-
vented from opening the union office and to fuaction from
there.

The workers were victims of a series of attacks in the post
election period. Some of the incidents are listed below :

DURGAPUR STEEL PLANT :

1. On 15th March Congress rowdies—Jahar Saha and Banu
Bose used most abusive language to humiliate the family

B S
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members of Shri Phani Bhattacherjee and Shri Anil
Ghosh. When Sri Bhattacherjee and Shri Ghosh strongly
protested against the behaviour of the rowdies, the
rawdies threatened them with revolvers.

On 16th March, 1972 about 25 Congress rowdies attacked
the house of Shri Dipak Mullick at 14/3, Einestine Avenue
in presense of police. The family members of Sri Dipak
Mullick were insulted and humiliated by the rowdies.

On 16th March Congress ( R ) rowdies attacked the
house of Shri Subodh Biswas at 5/8, Marconi Avenne and
threatened to murder the inmates. Even the children of
the house were beaten.

On the same day i. e. 16th March, the rowdies also
attacked the house of Sri Hiralal Chanda at 10/46
Einestine Avenue. Police put off the street lights of
Einestine Avenue when the rowdies carried on the
attack.

On 16th March Congress rowdies—Jahor Saha and two
others—threatened with murder Sri Tarapada Acharjee
of 20/3, Bidyapati Road and Sri Sukumar Malakar of
20/12, Bidyapati Road. The rowdies asked Sri Badal
Sharma to vacate his house at 9/13 Bidyapati Road and
threatened of dire consequences if he did not obey them.-

On 16th March when the houses of the workers of
Newton Avenue and Einestine Avenue were attacked the
rowdies assaulted Sri Gauri Sankar Mazumder, D. D.
Chatterjee and Lakshman Banik.

On 29th March Congress rowdies attacked the house of
Sri Amar- Ganguly of 6th Street of Ranaprotap Road.
The rowdies also attacked the house of Sri P. Roy, Vice
President of Hindustan Steel Employees’ Union at 11th
Street of Ranaprotap Road. The house of Shri Ajit
Chatterjee and Shri Soumen Chakrabarty were attacked by
the rowdies 0 ¢ the same day.
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The house of Sri Madhab Roy at 21/9, Ashoke Avenue
was looted by the rowdies and younger brother of Sri
Roy was severely beaten.

Dilip Dey of 22/2, Ashoke Avenue was so severely beaten
that he had to be hospitalised.

The house of Shri Satyabrata Sanyal at 21/2, Ashoke
Avenue was attacked and the belongings were damaged.

Congress rowdies dragged out Shri Debabrata Ghosh
from his quarter at 22/4, Ashoke Avenue and severely
assaulted him. Shri Ghosh had to be hospitalised.

On 18th April, 1972 Shri Dilip Mukherjee, a worker of
the Co-operative Society was beaten by the rowdies in
Mahiskapur Road of Steel Township.

Shri Madhav Ojha an employee of Slag Bank and Shri g

Rebati Das of Foundry Department were severely beaten
by the rowdies of 2nd April, 1972.

On 8th April Congress rowdies attacked the house of
workers in Einestine Avenue and demolished one school
of small children. The attack was led by Shri Hiren
Sengupta.

On 9th April Congress rowdies attacked the workers of
Edison Road with bombs and firearms and assaulted Shri
Manash Mukherjee, Rathin Majumder, Milan Bhatta-
charjee, A. K. Panda, H. L. Dey and others in presence of
police. Police, however, arrested eleven workers who
were attacked by the rowdies.

On 9th April Congress rowdies attacked the office of
CITU affiliated Hindustan Steel Employees’ Union at
20/7, Edison Road and looted the typewriter and destro-
yed all union records.

17. The rowdies also assaulted Shri Anil Ghosh, M. N. Bose,

Phani Bhattacherjee and N. C. Paul of Bidyapati Road.

¥

-
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The rowdies handed over Shri Phani Bhattacherjee to
police after severely assaulting him.

18. The Service of Sri Dayamay Ruidas, employee of Durga-

pur Steel Plant and activist of the H. S. E. Union was
terminated without assigning any reasen.

ALLOY STEEL PLANT :

1. On 12th April Shri N. K. Chatterjee was attacked by

Congress rowdies while he was going to factory duty.
Sri Chatterjee was stabbed.

2. On 18th March Congress rowdies kidnapped Shri Nabin
Chatterjee and assaulted him. Shri Joydev Das was also
assaulted on the same day.

A. V. B. FACTORY :

1. On 13th March Congress rowdies attacked the quarters
of Shri Biswanath Chowdhury and Shri T. N. Gupta,

General Secretary and - Asstt. Secretary of A. V. B,
Employees’ Union.

2. On 14th March 30 leading workers of the union were

evicted from their quarters and forced to leave the town-
ship at the point of guns.

3. On 15th March Congress rowdies attacked the house of
Shri C. P. Sinha. Shri Sinha was not at his quarter at
that time. The rowdies assaulted the younger brother of
Shri Sinha. Shri Sinha’s brother had a small shop in
Swapna Market which was looted by the rowdies.

4. On 16th March Congress rowdies asked the employees of

Co-operative Society to tender resignation from their job
- and to leave the township.

5 On 23rd March Congress rowdies forcibly occupied the
office of A. V. B. Employees’ Union in presence of police.
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6. On 25th March night Congress rowdies attacked the

10.

11.

house of Shri Bibhu Chakrabarty. Shri Bibhu Chakra-
barty was not at home at that time. The rowdies asked
his father to vacate the house. Next morning the row
dies came with firearms and forcibly dragged out Shri

'Chakrabartys’ old father and took possession of the

house.

On 31st March Congress rowdies dragged out Shri
Kalicharan Maity from his house and severely assaulted
him.

On 1st April Congress rowdies looted the quarters of
Shri B. K. Mukherjee and Shri S. K. Mukherjee— quar-
ters No. RR-278 and RR-272.

On 8th April Congress rowdies assaulted Shri Niranjan
Karar.

The workers are forced by Congress rowdies to join the
union of Congress (R). When the workers come to punch
their cards inside the factory to record their attendance,
the rowdies force them to sign the membership form of
Congress (R) union. The workers are not allowed to
punch their cards as long as they do not sign the
membership form. Shri Atin Mukherjee, Assistant Sub
Inspector of Police, specially posted in A. V. B. Town-
ship threaten to arrest the workers and evict them from
their quarter if they do not join the union of Congress
(R).

Congress rowdies and Shri Atin Mukherjee, the police
officer do not allow the workers even to purchase their
daily necessities from the market, who refuse to join the
union of Congress (R). When wives of those workers
go for marketing, the rowdies and Shri Atin Mukherjee
insult and humiliated them and prevent them from going
to market.
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Shri B. K. Ghosh, the Industrial Relation Officer of ACC-

Vickers-Babcock Ltd., Durgapur is the main conspirator
and the Congress rowdies and police are acting under
his instruction to wreck CITU affiliated A V. B. Emplo-
yees’ Union,

DURGAPUR CHEMICAL :

T

On 19th March Congress rowdies attacked Shri Mahadev
Bairagi with iron rods and seriously injured him., Shri
Bairagi is still in hospital.

The leading workers of CITU affiliated Durgapur Chemi-
cal Employees’ Union Shri Asoke Bose, Manoj Bag,
Dipak Dey, Sukumar Bardhan, Debidas Roy, Balaram
Paul were attacked by Congress rowdies and severely
beaten.

The following office bearers and Leading workers of CITU
Union are forcibly prevented by Congress rowdies from
reporting to their duties in the factory :

Shri P. K. Roy, Asstt. Secretary

,,  R. C. Datta, Asstt. Secretary

,,  Susanta Bose, Executive Member

,,  Swapan Mukherjee, Executive Member
,, Panchanan Banerjee, Executive Member
,,»  Shamal Chatterjee

,, Sowmen Dutta

Most of the office bearers and Executive Committee
members have been evicted from their quarters and forced
to leave the township under threats of murder.

The Workers are forced to join the union of Congress(R).
Those who refuse are assaulted. A number of letters
were written to Factory Management but uptil now no
action has been taken to ensure safety and security of ihe
workers. |
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‘MINING & ALLIED MACHINERY CORPORATION :

1.

On 12th March Congress rowdies attacked Shri Arjun
Dhar, Achut Chakrabarty and Ratan Ghatak—the active

workers of CITU affiliated Heavy Engineering Employees’
Union.

On 16th March Congress rowdies came in a Ambassador
Car (WGJ 3517) searched for Shri Dilip Nandy in the

Township (Viswakarma Nagar) and threatened to murder
him when they (rowdies) get him,

Shri Jaladhar Manna, Executive Committee Member of
HEE Union was arrested by police on 7th February, ’72
in a false case. His bail was granted by the court. On
16th March when Union leaders went to release him

from prison Shri Manna was detained without trial under
MISA.

On 16th March Shri Rakhal Bhattacherjee, General

Secretary of H.E.E. Union was detained without trial
under MISA.

Shri Haradhan Das was attacked by Congress rowdies
and stabbed on 30th March. Shri Asoke Banerjee and

Shri Dipak Aich were the leaders of the gang which
attacked Sri Das.

Sri Dilip Roy Chowdhury and Sri Amal Basu, active
workers of H. E. E. Union were evicted from their

quarters in Sagarbhanga Colony by Congress rowdies
with threats of murder.

In violation of the practice to recruit new hands through
Employment Exchange, Congress rowdies are given direct
employment to terrorise the workers inside the factory.

SANKEY WHEEL (Guest Keen Williams) :

1.

Shri Jogesh Das, Haripada Chakrabarty and Bimal

Banerjee were assaulted by Congress rowdies before the
factory gate.

e

-
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2. Known anti-social elements—Jagannath Dutta, Sarat

Talapatra and Sukumar Chowdhury are giving threatening
to murder the active workers.

9

3. Sri Harilal Ghosh is prevented from reporting to his
duties by Congress rowdies.

DURGAPUR STATE TRANSPORT SERVICE :

1. Congress rowdies attacked t he office of D.S.T.S. Emplo-
yees’ Union and burat all union records.

2. The following workers are -prevented from reporting to
their duties :

Sri Mihir Sen

, Mihir Rudra

,, Ajit Biswas

,, Prabir Chakraborty
,,» Santosh Layak

,, Kartik Purakayat
,, Kasi Chakraborty
,, D.P. Bose

,» V. K. Rajan

,» Swapan Banerjee
., Jyan Das

,, Shanti Mazumdar

-

3. Sri Swapan Banerjee-was severely assaulted and forced to
resign from CITU affiliated D S.T.S. Employees’ Union.
Sri G. Das was also severely assaulted and told by
Congress rowdies not to attend his duties.

4. Sri Kartick Chandra Purakayat was attacked by Congress
rowdies on 21. 3. 72, 31. 3. 72 and 7. 4. 72 and Sri Prabir
Chakraborty was attacked on 7.4.72. Both of them
were severely beaten. Sri Purakait and Sri Chakraborty |
in written representation informed all these incidents to
the Chief Executive Officer, Durgapur State Transport
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Board and demanded measure for their safety and secu-
rity. But no action has so far been taken. The rowdies
assemble everyday at the gate of the Depot and prevent

the workers from coming to their duties. |

DURGAPUR NOTIFIED AREA AUTHORITY :

Sri Ashoke Mozumdar, Office Assistant and Joint Secre-
tary of D. N. A. A. Employees’ Union is forcibly preven-
ted by Congress rowdies from joining his duty. Other
workers and employees of D. N. A. A. are regularly
threatened that they would not be allowed to stay in
Durgapur if they do not join the Union of Congress (R).

DURGAPUR PROJECT LIMITED :

1.

On 14th March 1972 Sarbasri Taraprasad Ghose of Elec-
trical Division, Sital Chatterjee of the Office of Deputy
Chief Engineer and Karuna Pal, Driver of Water Works
were severely assaulted and taken to Hospital.

- On 15th March, 1972 Sarbasri Rabin Sen, Chargeman of

the Tar & By-Products Plant, Vice-President of the D.P.L.
Employees’ Union, N. G. Sen—Coke-Oven Operator,
Gr.-1 and Sudhir Chakraborty, Hospital (Ambulance)
Driver were severely assaulted and taken to the Hospital.

On 2Ist March, 1972 Sarbasri Satyan Senyal, Gr-I
Operator of Tar & By-Product Flant and Sibangshu
Chowdhury of Tar & By-Products Plant, Gr-1 Operator
were physically assaulted and were removed to hospital.

On 22nd March, 1972 Sarbasri Satya Bose, Power Plant
(Mech.) Setai Saha, Fitter, Central Workshop, Subhash
Sarkar, Foreman, Coal Washery were assaulted and
taken to hospital.

On 25th March, 1972 Sri Sisir Kundu, Tech. Gr. III of
Mech./Division was assaulted severely when he was



11

%%,

coming from his duty. He was beaten by broken bottle
in his head and chin.

6. On 12th April, 1972 Sri Nikhil Chatterjee of Tr. Section
was stabbed by Congress rowdies while he was going

to the Factory to report to duty in “C” £hift.

7. The following Union leaders and active workers of CITU
Union were evicted from Coke-Oven Township ( Durga-
pur Project ) and forcibly prevented from reporting to
their duties :

I

1)
11I)
IV)

V)

VI)
VII)
VIII)
IX)
X)
XI)
X1I)
XI1I)
XIV)
XV)

Sukhen Sarkar, Vice-President.

Asit Mitra, Secretary.

Joy Narayan Chakraborty, Secretary.
Priya Lal Das, Assistant Secretary.
Utpal Roy Burman, Sr. Boy, Canteen.

Mrinal Sarkar,

Bishu Mazumdar, Driver.
Jatin Chakraborty, Clerk.
Pabitro Pal, Vice-President.
Arabinda Sarkar, Clerk.

Ranjit Dhar, Clerk.

-Do-

Tamal Das Gupta, Operator.

Tarun Bose, Assistant Secretary.

Biplab Bose,

Kalyan Biswas, Committee Member.

-Do-

8. WORKERS EVICTED FROM THEIR QUARTERS

AND FORCED TO LEAVE DURGAPUR,

Dilip Chatterjee
Uday Hazra
Bishtu Mozumdar

Dy. Chief Engineer's Office.
Town Administration Office.
Dy. Chief Office.

Santosh Chakraborty Hospital.
Utpal Banerjee Canteen,
Sukdev Mukherjee Canteen.
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Benoy Neogi Central Workshop Office.
Nanda Dulal Mukherjee -Do-
Paritosh Datta Coal Washery.

Manik Ghosh Coal Washery.

Sisir Kundu Mech/Divn.

Mridul Das Gupta Central Testing Cell.
Bhagilal Balmiki Town Sweeper.

Manna Balmiki -Do-

Tapan Sarkar Traffic.

Satya Mukherjee Traffic.

Shamal Ghosh - Power Plant Mech. -

Arun Raha -Do-

Pradyat Chatterjee COKE-OVEN.

Dwipen Munshi -Do-

A. Chatterjee Gas Plant.

Sukumar Kaibiatya Security.

Fatik Banerjee Security.

Kalyan Biswas | Power Plant.

Mukul Mukherjee Trafflc.

Paritosh Datta Coal Washery ( Operation )

Gangsters and rowdies of Congress ( R ) are forcibly
entering into the quarters of the active members and
supporters of the Durgapur Project Employees’ Union
and threatening to murder them if they donot resign from
their jobs and vacate their quarters. The representatives
of the Union met Sri Zaenul Abedin, Minister-in-charge
of State Undertakings, Government of West Bengal on
7th April 72 and requested him to take measure for
safety and security of the workers and to ensure that the
workers could report to their duties with full security.
The Minister categorically said that no such assurance
would be given by the Government and the workers
should themselves find their own security which indirectly
meant that the workers and Union leaders should join the
Union of Congress (R) as otherwise no safety or security
could be guaranteed.

wd
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CONTRACTORS LABOUR OF DURGAPUR STEEL
PROJECT :

About 120 workers of CI T U affiliated Union have been

retrenched and in their place Congress rowdies have been
given employment.

The Office of CITU affiliated United Contractors Workers
Union at Benachitty was twice attacked by Congress rowdies.

SHOP EMPLOYEES :

Congress rowdies are forcing the shop owners to terminate
the services of workers who are members of CITU affiliated
union. 8 leading union workers have already been dismissed
to provide employment to Congress rowdies.

The Ruling Congress has employed the gangsters and local
rowdies to physically anahilate the leaders and active workers
of CITU affiliated unions. Out of 60,000 workers, 45,000
workers in Durgapur are associated with CITU Unions. The
main purpose of the attacks is to crush this consolidated force
of workers and to physically eliminate the existance of the
organised unions affiliated to CITU.

This is happening all over West Bengal today.

The workers of Durgapur face this ordeal with courage.
They are determined to defend their trade union and democra-
tic rights earned through years of struggle.

Series of letters and representations were given to Govern-
ment of West Bengal and Government of India urging upon
them to take immediate measure for safety and security of
workers and to retain Trade Union and democratic rights. But

. the Government instead of taking action against the gangsters

and rowdies, are giving them direct encouragement. The
Government is thus following a deliberate policy to crush trade
union and democratic rights of the workers. If this attack
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continues, it will not be confined to trade union sphere only.
The ruling Congress in a determined manner is trying to distroy
the very basis of democracy in our country. If this dangerous
trend is not resisted by united movement of all sections of the
democratic people, the attack will engulf the whole of India.

We, therefore, appeal to all workers and trade unions, to
all democratic people of the country, irrespective of their
political views, to take proper note of the gravity of the
situation and extend their active co-operation in the struggle
to defend democratic and trade union rights, not only in
Durgapur but all over West Bengal.

We also appeal tothe members of the Press to make their
own investigation and hold aloft the freedom of Press in venti-
lating the incidents in order to safeguard trade union and
democratic rights of the people.

Published by Dilip Mazumder, President, Hindustan Steel
Employees’ Union, 20/7, Edison Road, Durgapur
and Printed by PRESSMAN, Calcutta-9.

<

¢



&/

REPORT ON WEST BENGAL '

- POST ELECTION SITUATION

* Placed in the meeting of the
Working Committee,
Centre of Indian Trade Unions,

held in New Delhi,
April 24-26, 1 9 7 2.

- By Monoranjan Roy,
General Secretary, 1
Centre of Indian Trade Unions,
WEST BENGAL COMIMITTEE.

After we met in the meeting of the General Council of CITU
at Coimbatore in June 1971, new developments of far reaching con-
sequence has taken place in West Bengal. Immediately after ow
Coimbatore General Council meeting, the Congress(R)-lluslim League
Coalition Government supported by the Right Communists and AITUC
leadership, collapsed, the Legislative Assembly was dissolved and
President's Rule was =sgain imposed in "Weest Bengal. In the folilow-
ing period terror and repression was let loose on a scale, not seen
before in the posteindependence era in India. The belts of organi-
sed wmorking - class and Klissans s S0 ! b s ¢ were the
main target of attack and it reached a culminating stage on 1llth
March,1972 when the election was made a farce of democracy.

In the earlier period, after the fall of United Front Go-
vernment, the attack was organised under the cover of Naxalite terror.
The police, CRP and administration carried on repression on the gplea
of suppressing the Naxzalites. But the Naxalites were thoroughly
exposed and the working class and the people of West Bengasl courasge-
ously withstond t he attacks. The working class and the people faught
effectively to defend and maintain their econimic gains achieved
during the United Front Government am rallied in millions in State-
wide strikes and hundreds of local Bunds to defend their p»nlitical
and cemocratic rights and sn the demand for a fresh electio-n. It was
due to the unity of the working class and struggles »f the working
class, peasants and the masses, Congress(R ) failed t» secure abso-
lute majority in 1971 election and equally failed t95 regain its hold
in West Bengal. The Congress(R)-Muslim Leaque Government hac %o
exit before completion of 100 days. The working class and the fighting
people of West Bengal could not be suppressed or subdued. It was in
this background the terror and repression was let loose o2n an un-
precedented scale and the gangsters of Congress(R) organised by
Chhatra Parishad an? Youth Congress alorg with Polic e and CRP started
joint operation from July 1971.

TERROR 4ND REPRESSION BEFORE 1972 ELECTION ¢

In the new wave of attack, terror and repressi»n was unleashed
in those areas where working class anl! Kissans are most nrganised and
the areas from where the candidates of Left Democratic parties are
traditionally returned in election. The entire industrial belt »f
Barrackpore Sub-Divison, Sonarpur, Kjssan belt of South 24-Parganas
distriet, im Calcutta - Beliaghata North and South, Jadavpur -
Toliygan] area, Cossipore gnd North Calcutta, entire Burdwan district,
organised Kissan belts of Eirbhum district, industrial belts of Howrra
and Hooghly district, :farrska and organised Kissan belts of various
>ther distiicts were affected. _ i

contd/2.
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From thB time direct move was initiated to disrupt the
organised unions of CITU and to scare away the workers from CITU
uninns by creating large scale terror. The leaders »f Chhatra
Parishad and Youth Congress registered a number of new unions and
started addressing the workers. In many places they established
themselves in INTUC Unions.

The gangsters and local rowdies of Congress(R) first
occupied the areas around big factories, terrorised the inhabitants
and workers and then graduallyimmobilised the functioning of CITU
unions. &fter this was accomplished, the hold was extended to
factories, meetings and processlions of workers were attacked and
stopped. The union offices were either captured or forcibly
prevented from functioning. This was the tactics of attack. The
rowdies used to remain on guard duty at the gates of the factories
forcibly collecting moneyfrom the workers and preventing key
organisers of CITU unions from reporting to their duties., This was
the pattern of attack seen in Dum Dum (Jessop factory), Tollygunj
(Jay Engineering Works), Titagarh, Khardah, Dakhindary, Mahestolla
and in various factories and Coal Mines in Durgapur-4sansol-Raniganj
area. But the gangsters and rowdies of Congress(R) could not stand
before workers resistance without the help of police and CRP.

From July to October 1971, the gangsters and local rowdies
used to initiate the attacks with police and CRP support on both
the flanks. When the workers and local people came forward to resist

the attacks, police and CRP covered the retreat of the gangsters and

rowdies. after the gangsters fled away from the place, police and
CRP came upon the workers and the people/resorte: to indiscriminate
firings, assaults and arrests. When the workers and the local people
showed their undiminished courage and ability to resist the attacks -
of the gangsters and rowdies, the method of operation was changed.
From November 1971 the gangsters, local rowdies, police and CRP
started Joint operation. The gangsters used the rifles of police and
CRPs. In varinus places they carried on operations doning the uniforms
of police and CR', moved in the vans of polic: and CRP in broad day
light. &4 sizable section of known Naxalities joined the Congress(R)
and openly particirated in these operation. The iocal rowdies were
apphinted on a monihly pay of Rs.l05/- as informers. When all these
attacks failed to scare the people, patrolling by the army was used
as a method to terrorise them. '

4 detajled report on the attacks on Trade Unions in West Bengal
in the pre-election perind has already been published in a booklet
titled = "8top this Reign of Terror in West Bengal® covering a
forward by the President of CITU. This booklet has already been
circulated and as such we are not going into the details of various
incidents.

In the Kissan belts there was large scale eviction from lands.
The poor and landless peasants unitedly resisted the attacks. Police
and CRP were deployed to help the 'Jotedars' to harvest crop on lands
cultivated by the roor and landless peasants, the 'benami' and vested
land they got pos: assion of during the United Front Government. The
fighting kissans werec most brutally tortured and killed in village
Ghosh Pukur of Hoc .1y district, Bijur in Burdwen district and in
various other places. Peasant women were molected, tortured an! also
killed. The peasants resistance was so effeciive that in villa:e
4lhadipur (Burdwan District) the administration deployed army t>
suppress the fighting peasants.

Even though it was an unequal fight before the combined the
attacks of police, CRP and armed gangsters of Congress(R), the mood
and urge for resistance of the working class and the people of Vest
Bengal were expressed in two statewide general strike and 'bundh'
in quick succession - one on 27th August aiud the other »n 13th Oct', .
& general strike was observed earlier in april 1971 in support of the
liberation struggle of Bangladesh.

Contd...p/3
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INTUC and HMS opposed the general strikes »f august and :
October 1971, 4ITUC supported thelr stand though outwardly demanded
deferment of the general strike. But ultirzicly ¢ITUC did not dare
to openly onpose the strikes and had to fall in extending their
support though in wany factories their follcuer:s tried to disrupt
ite. Both thec str*'2s were successfully held all over West Bengal
despite opnositicn from INTUC and HMS,

In September 1971, Government of West Ben:al dismissed
13 top leaders of s5tate Government em . loyees witnouat assignhing any
reason. Central Government also dismicssed 32 le~42is and workers
5f Ordinance Facuories in Calcutta under Presidentilal prerngestive.
One »f the main demand of the state-wide gereral strike nn 1l4th
Jctober 1971 was : -» their reinstatement.-

On 8th January 1972 CITU WEST BUNGLL CHIZMOITEE submitting
a memorandum to the Governor of West Bengal in a .ass deputation’
in protest agains® attdcks on Trade Unions. Yn 9th January the
representatives o' CITU(WB) also met “nz Governor and demanded a
thorough enquiry and to take effective messures to stop attacks
‘n trade unions. : N
T2 4 ‘:‘,,_,(/ A e

s chnvention was jointly,by CITU, U'UC and UTUC(Lenin Saran’)
on 29th January 1972 in protest against a*tacks on.Trade Unions and
a mass meeting was jointly held on 12th F- bruary 1972 at Saheed Minar
lnidan, Calcutta.

But the situation deteriorated more z2nd more., After declara-
tion of the electi-n, terror and repression was further intensifiec.
The administration, police, CREP and Con:ress(i) gangsters - gll worked
in unison. &ll attempts proved abortive to restore peaceful condition
for a free and fair election. :

ELECTION - & BIS FLRCE

The terror .semted before the election reached its highest
stage on the elecsion day (i.e. 1lth March 1972). In 51 constituenciesy
majority of which were working class areas, armed gangsterg of Cong(R)
with the help of police and CHP forcibly prevented election eampaign
for any candidate other than Congress(R) and its allies. The czhdi-
dates of Left Front and their workers -zould nei': ' c¢ontact the
voters nor could hold any meeting.

On the election day, armed gangs with the help »f Police and
CLI occupled the booths, The voters were forced to cast votes in
Tavour of Congress(i) and its allies. "hen the voters p rotested,
“they were scared away at the point of guns an’ votes were cast in
absense of voters. In many constituencies voting was completed by
1 P.Y. whereas in constituencies like Lum Dum and Khardah, voting
was done the day hefore. In these constituencies, the csndidates »f
Left Front were declared defeated by huce margin ~f votes = whereas
in earlier elections they were elected by comfortable majority.

‘The conspirators did not stop there. 411 other methods were
adapted to rig the election all over VWest Bengal. Ballot papers
were tamperec, ballot boxes were changed, counting was manipul ited
and defested Congress(il) candidates were declared elected.

The people were thus denied the right »f vote. Blection was
made a farce of democracy.

CITU West Bgngal Committee issued a statement on 18th Mar<72
on the election in Viest Bengal and & copy 1s enclosed (Eheclosure No,l).

From the election day itself, the ermed gangs of Congress(R
further intensifieq the terror. The workerec and supnorters of left
narties were attacksd, their houses were 1looted snd they were :
evicted from their houses, It was found impossible to Pwaction trade
unios2ns in hundreds of factonries and establishments,

C’)ntd . ocp/4‘



After the election there was no rejoicing among the people. On 20th
March 1972 when the ministexry of Congress(R) was formed, hardly two thousand
people assembled before the Raj Bnhavan, Calcutta (where oath was taken by the
ministers) and about 1200 men assembled before the Writers Building. But in 1967
znd 1969 when the United Front formed Covernment in West Bengal, hundreds of
thousands of people thronged on the road and the entire area facing Raj Bhavan
and Writers Building was a vast crowd of cheerful and rejoicing people.

The results of 1972 election in working class areas are given in the
enclosure (enclosure No.2) along with result of election in 1967, 1969 and
1971 in West Bengal.

POST ELECTION SITUATION - ATTACK ON
TRADE UNIONS INTENSIFIED.

Before the election Congress(R) gave the slogan - 'One Hation, One
Party, One Leader'. In wall writings during election campaign another slogzan
appeared - 'Indira Gandhi - the new sun of Asia'. From the very day of elec-
tion the people had the taste of these slogans when armed gangs took control
of the election machinery in collvejom with police. From the evening of
election day the armed commendecrs intensified their actions and declared that
Congress(R) would get a thumping majority and everyone should bow to its
dictages. The gangsters and rowdies openly declared that anti-Congress(R)
forces would be physically eleminated and started forcible eviction of the
workers and supporters of the Left Front parties. This process is still con-
tinuinge. About 20,000 families have so far been evicted from areas like Dum
Dum, Khardah, Titagarh, Noapara, Baranagar, Tollyganj, Beliaghata, Belgachia
Sonarpur, Maheshtolla, Durgapur, Kalna, Memari, Burdwan, Kanyapur and othex
places.

Armed with modern small arms - from pistols to steingun, the gangsters
carried in plammed attacks on workers and employees in various areas and on
trade unions. The pattern of atbtack was as follows :

1. Forcibly occupying union offices of CITU, UTUC, UTUC (Lenin Sarani)
and Trade TUnion Co-ordination. The union offices are also lcoted and
burnt.

2 Forcing the workers and mewbers of anti-Congress Left Trade Unions to
join the union of Congrass(R) and INTUC. Workers and employems are
assaulted and threatencd with murder if they refuse to oblige the
rowdies and gangsters. This is followed by forcibly preventing the
workers from reporting to their duties,

s The office bearers, executive committee members and leading wcriers

=

of unions of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(Lenin Sarani) and TUCC are threatened
with murder and evicted from their houses and localities and prevented
from reporting to their duties in factories and offices.

4o Forcibly collecting money from workers and their families and assault
and huanilidted the when they refuse to paye The rowdies demand upto
Bse 500/~ and ask the workers to pay it for 'Athma Sudhhi' for remaining
members of anti-Congress unions. The Secretaries and the Treasurers are
being haunted by the hoodlums to get the existing funds of CITU vnions.

5 The workers are forced to sign bonds oxr on blank papers which is
subsequently used or voluntory resignations from these unions they
belong to and becoming members of the unions formed by Congress(R).

O The house cf workers and union leaders looted and burnte.
Te The union leaders are prevented from contacting the workers and

union functioning ‘n any form - meetings, gate meetings, opening ani
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finctioning of union offices are forcibly nrevented.

Some of the incidents Of‘l btacks wvirbually 1ller3l ising trade uwuion
functing - after election are listed in Enclosure No

Correspondence on forcible occupation of the office and own building
of SenRaleigh Employees Union are clubbed together under enclosure Nowds Un
2%rd March 1972 the Labour Minister of West Bengal was offipiglly informed
about the forcible occupation of the union office. On 27th March the Labour
Minister promised that the union “ff4"- mO"d be vacated ”“ﬂ handed' over to
the leaders of SEEU. On 31st March th ief Minister and Labour Minister of
1 Asanscl. b.t the Unlon Office of

West Bengal visiteu Sen-Raleigh Fact01y L
() rowdies.

V“(.)

SKHEU is still wurder occupation of Congress

L'\

The rowdics are very much after the funds of our unions. They agk the
union leaders to hand over the funds tc them. In Bengal Chemical Factory,
Manicktolla, on 22nd March, 16 leading workers vere pr“vented rom reporting
$0 their dutiess The rowdies told 25 so long as they did not handover the funds
of CITU affiliated nion to them(rcwdies), they would not be allowed to resume
their dutiess Some police officer came and agked the workers to hand over the
funds to the rowdies to avoid trouble. The an>”hmmn+ also tried fo pressurise
the workers +o handg over union funds to the rowdies. The attempt to grab union
funds is a general feature in all disturbed arecas.

Another feature of significance ks the attempt to play one secticn
of workers against the other on narrow provincial basis hitting at the root
of working class unity which has developed through years of struggle.

: 2

The rowdies and unemployed youths
employed workers and employees. The rowdics are told, if they could prevent
the workers and emrloyees from coming to offices and factories, ﬁhey(rowiies)
would be given employment in their places.

The employers taking full advantage of the situation are giving
employment to the rowdies and with their urtailed waze and
cxisting benefits. The r0vd1§. are given by

to terrorise the mrv‘:r, S > factories. In closec ries
reopened after the DW“O'L‘iﬂn, tlL active wwrkerm of CITU uricns
of employment and rowdies wore taken in their ploce.

The workers snd union leaders who are nreventec from rsporting vo
duties, are dismissed by ithe employers on *hs plea of unauthorised absence.

These are the main features of the development in the post election
period in so far asg the workers and made unions are concerned. About 3C0
unions are already affected - CITU about 260 uniors, UTUC - 14, UTTﬂ(Lcﬂln
Sirsys) = 22 and TUCC = 4 Trade union funmctioning in any form has becom
almost impossiblein these unions and the area of operation of the rowdies is
gradually being extcnded.

ATTTTUDE OF TNTUC AND ATTUC

LEADE]

AITUC and IWTUC State leadership are
and till date they have not said anything
leadership openly encouraged the attacks

jointly functioning at the top
nat the attacks. Rather ALTIC
and other tnions.

On 27th March, 1972 when CITU rep tatives reported to the Latour
{

Minister in the tripartite meeting about foreivle occupation of the ofifice of
Sen-Raleigh Employees -Union at Asansol and ! O”'“bly evicting the workexs from
their guarters, Sri Kalyan Roy, M.P. and Sri Nihar Mukherjee of AITUC cpenly

supported the rowdiss of Congress “}. Sri Nihar Mukherjee maid - YIf some bodv

gote sczred of his own and lsave the house ef-dsubi-aeme or dou't come, wlat

are speniy incited against the employses
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we can do ? But after some days, Sri Kalyan Roy, M.P. and

Shri Nihar Mukher jee issued a joint statement protesting

against attack on AITUC followers at Sen-Raleigh, Asansol

~ though they did not mention qugress(ﬁ)'rowdies who attacked
ATTUC men. i

TR

Tn factories and establishments where CITU unions
are having doninating position, AITUC and Congress (R) rowdies
are jointly operating to liquidate CITU unions. But the moment
AITUC men try to show their independent initiakive, Congress(R)
rowdies do not spare them. In places where AITUC are having
recognised unions, Congress (R) has registered new unions, and
conflicts between AITUC men and Congress (R) are coming in the
open. The workers and followers of AITUC are also prevented
from functioning and it is alleged by local ATTUC leadership
that Congress (R) agreed earlier that unions under AITUC leader-
ship would not be disturbed and now they were riolating it The
comflict between AITUC men and Congress (R) rowdies at the base
is yet to tak:c shape, but the conflict is quite visible and it
is more than certain that AITUC men would not be spared.

But on major trade union issues AITUC leadership is
moving hand in hand with INTUC, AITUC leadership are showilng
more eagerness to maintain this unity. AITUC to~-day is trying
to extend its influence with the help of INTUC men. So, there
is hardly any possibility for AITUC leadership to take any
stand opposed to intuc or Congress (R) despite the conflicts
between AITUC men with Congress (R) rowdieg at the base.

Recently on Jute workers demands, INTUC, ATTUC and
HMS jointly took a different stand, reducing the demands of
jute workers unitedly agreed upon earlier by all the unions.
The unions of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(Lenin Sarani) and TUCC unitedly
stood by the joint decision and demsnded a minimum wage of Rs.
%300/-. CITU union - Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Unlon carried on
continuous campaign for a united strike struggle in Jute indus-—
. try on the coumon dem.nds agreed upon earlier. But there was
no response. letters written by CITU union to INTUC, AITUC and
HMS on jute workers strike were not replied to. INTUC, HMS ard
AITUC working together gave ctrike call in jute industry and
refused to join CITU, UTUC, UTUC(Ienin Sarani) and TUCC, CITU,
UTUC;_UTUC(Lenin Sarani) and TUCC were thus forced to declare
their strike decision in jute industry. But in both cases, the
commencing date of strike is 8th May, 1972. While *he comuon
strike date has provided a basis for united action at the base,
this possibility has put INTUC, AITUC and HMS combine into
difficulties. TFor they know, once the strike takes place, fhe
unity of workers at the base will completely jettison thelr
ability to create disruption and as such, they are now trying o
avoid the strikes in connievance with West Bengal Ministry.,

MORAIE OF THE WORKING CLASS

It is true, that workers are terrorised and tuey are
still not able to come out demonstratively against armed gangs-
terism. It is equally true that a section of workers has been
forced to join the unions of Congress (R), But the workezs have
not changed their loyality.. '

The workers fully realise the implication of uhe
attacks on their trade unions =nd see the effect in reduction
in wages, increase in workload and forcibly preventing their
leaders from reporting to duties. Extracting money by the
rowdies is directly affecting the workers daily lives., The -

wlos e L4
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worker s who achieved considerable wage rise and improved their

service condition since 1967 through united struggle are suddenly
told to discord the path of struggle and they are not even allowed
to protest against reduction of existing benefits., It is in this
perspective the workers see the attacks on thelr unions and leaders
who have guided them all these years through series of struggles.

The workers who were won over from the fold of INTUC
& AITUG on the basis of conerete slogans of struggle and the
workers having long experience of the anti-struggle role of INTGC
and AITUC achieved considerable economie gains through struggle,
would, for no conceivable reason, would go over %o INTUC and
AITUC ard more particularly at a time when prices and taxes are
increasing and real wage is declining.

But, at any rate, we can not leave the workers in the
gituation they are in, completely out of our touch. If we fail
to keep contact with these workers and activise them despite all
odds, it will create greater danger for the T.U. movement in the
coming days, for if armed gangsterism once succeed in either
suppre ssing the workers or to neutralise their fighting spirit, it
will drastically affect the entire working class.,

The workers in disturbed areas are already coming up,
contacting their leaders and the workers and leaders are jointly
trying to cope up with their task in the new situation. This is
an encouraging trend though the progress will be slow.

The families of the workers are alsc alive to the
dange*., The wives of the workers and employees came in hundreds
at Belghoria when the gangsters tried to kidnap Comrade Tewari
and Com. Salim, General 8ecretary and Vice-President of Texmaco
Workers Union, encircled the gangsters and saved their lives.

IN - FIGHTING I CONGRESS

The armed conflict between different rival group with—
in Congress (R) immediately after the election, has brought to
light more glaringly how these elements were used to rig the
election and still being used to destroy trade union and democro-
tie rights. In Krishnanagore, following the armed fight between
two gr aups when one person was killed and several others were
injured, curfew was clomped, carbine and steinguns were used by
both the Froups.

In Dhanbad, the armed men of Chhatrs Parisad and
Youth Cong¥fess of West Bengal, tried to capture foreibly the
Eastern Railwaymen's Congress where so of them were arrested by
Bihar police. The next day, Chhatra Parisad and Youth Congress
deelarad strike in Eastern Railway, Sealdah Division and Rail
movement was brought to stand-still. Congress (R) could not
transfer the blame upon anybody on any plea and they were further
axposed.,

In National Rubber PFactory, Kalyani on 19th April, 1972
the rift between two groups of Congress (R) resulted in a conflict
between the rowdies and seeurity staff of the factory when one ;
rowdy was killed in firing and twelve others were ingured,

Similar conflicts are taking place in various localiti-
es. And now the Seeretary of Chhatra Parisad has given a ecall
for surrendering the arms distributed to the rowdies before elec=-
tion. All these developements have it more clear before the
people -~ how the election was rigged and how attacks are being
continued by the armed gangs of Congress (R).

e e 9o 000 8'
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POSSIBILITY OF UNITED ACTION :

The united stand of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(Ienin Sarani)
and Trzde Union Co-ordination Centre (TUCCS against attack
against Trade Unions has already crested an impact giving consi-
derable encouragement to workers and employees and opening up
great scope for united struggle. Some of the statements jointly
issued by the four organisations are enclosed (Enclosure No.5).

In a convention jointly organised by the four
organisations the following decisions were taken :-

(a) On 1lth May, 1972, ANTI-REPRESSION DAY will be
observed all over West Bengal.

(b) During the Second week of May, 1972, a mass
deputation will be organised at Esplanade, Calcutta
when 2 memorandum will be submitted to the Chief
Minister of West Bengal demanding safety and security
to the employees prevented from reporting to duties
and to allow them to resume their duties. Demand will
be made for rehabilitation of eviected persons.

(¢) A sustained campaign will be made in defence of -
Trade Union and democratic rights, against price and -
taxation,2gainst unemployme nt and for wage rise. ;

May Day rally this year is being jointly observed
by CITU, UTUG, UTUC(ILenin Sarani) and TUCC at Saheed Minar
Maidan, Calcutta and leaflet has been jointly issued in
Bengali, Hindi and Urdu urging upon the working class not to
surrender before threats and attacks, but to defend their
rights and unions and for this purpose build up united struggle
at plant level, factory level and industry level and fo unite
with students, yovths, women, kiscans and one section of
democratic people.

CITU, West Bengal Committee is determined to
preserve this unity and to further develop and extend 1it.

NEW SITUATION AND OUR TAXK :

The working class of West Bengal are confronted
with a new situation., The working class and the people of
West Bengal are going through a new experience. The problems
are neumerous snd for the present the State Committee is in-
eapable of giving required help and assistance to the struggldng
workers and their unions. Our functioning suffering from cer-
tain inherent defects stand out prominently in the face of this
erying situation,

Hundreds of unions have been evicted from their
offiees, The unions leaders are unable to report to duties
and are out of earning. Regular contact with the workers 1s
impossible. How to feed to workers and thelr families, the
workers who are out of earning is a most staggering problem.

It is equally a problem for the unions to find
suitable place for office functioning. Where the unions offices
will funetion, who will draft letters, how to meet the expenses
for court cases and financial burden dué to comstamt police
harassment - arrest, moving bail petition and court cases.

P e
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; The mos% important thing - how to meet and contact
with the ¥orkers and how toc continue union and how to continue
union functioning.

Even for big unions, which are more resourceful,
it is diffiecult %o carry on their functions., And for small
unions, it is impossible to survive without direct assistance.

In a grave situation like this we seek guidence
from CITU Working Commit tee.

In the Working Committee Meeting of West Bengsa
- State Committee held on 9th April, 1972, the situation was
reviewed =smd the fcllowing decisions were taken unanimously :

1) THE WORKERS AND UNIONS SHOULD NCI SURRENIDER
BEFCRE THREATS AND ATTACKS.

2) CONSISTANT EFFORTS SHOULD BE MODE TO BUILD UP
BROAD BASED UNITED STRUGGIE AT PLANT ViVaL, FACTORY
IEVEL AND INDUSTRY IEVEL ALONG WITH UTUC, UTUC(IENIN
SARANI) AND xUCC.

%) PROLONGED AGITATION SHOUID BE ORGANISED ON
ISSUES LIKE UNEMPLOYMENT, PRICE RISE AND TAXATION,
ON REOPENING OF CLOSED FACTORIES AND FOR WAGE RISE«

We are already in the process of implementing
these decisions. : ~

While we seek guidance from CITU, Working Committec,
we request the members' present to consider in what way it
will be possible for other state Committee to render solidarity
help to assist oux struggle in West Bengal.

We alsc request the Working Committee *a ~ongider

as to whether it will be possible to orgnnise any solidarity
action on all-India basis,

~—~0000000~~



ENCLOSURE NO.1

WEST BENGAL COMMITTEE
- TRl . - : CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

249, Bepin Behari Ganguly Street,

3

5 JOINT STATEMENT issued by Shri Md.Ismail, M.P., President and
Shri Monoranjan Koy, M.P., General Secretary, Centre of
Indian Trade Unions, %West Bengal Committee.

18th March,1972

The Congress(R) in partnership with the Right Communists
“ and the L4ITUC leadership are parading their fraudulent electoral
victory with the help of the Press. ;

They make it appear as if the working class and the people »f
West Bengal have given them the electoral mandate rejecting the
¢ Candidates of the Left Front in West Bengzl.

4 more fraudulent claim cannot be made. The reality is that
afraid of a massive verdict against the Congress - the Party of
Capitalists and Landlords, the Ruling Party resorted to whnlesale
falsification of the election results as will be clear from the
following.

It is armed gangsters who entered the Polling Booths, took the
ballot papers enblock, stamp them and put them into the ballot boxes
while genuine voters were not allowed to enter inte .the Booths and
driven away at the point of guns. In many Booths where voters had
already entered into the Booths, ballot papers were forcibly taken
aWay from their hands. It is significant to note that Congress(R)
could not even trust their own voters and employed the gunners to
grab votes. The Army was mere spectator.

It is a high level conspiracy and all sorts of nefarious
& methods were adopted to rig the election.

4t least one minute is necessary tada cast a vote. Under the
new svstem introduced during this electinon it requires more time.
But in Baranagore Constituency, from where Comrade Jyoti Basu faught
the election, in more than 100 Booths out of 135 Booths, voting was
completed by 11.30 a.me. and the hourly rate of voting was 200 to 300.
S» is the case in Beliaghata North, Beliaghata South, Maniktolila,
Cossipore, Dum Dum, Tollygunge, Belgachia, Panihati, Titagarh,Memeri,
Barbani, Kalna, Burdwan, Nabadwip, Nadanghat and in series of other
Constituencies. :

In Khardah, the Ballot Boxes were filled with ballot papers
on 10th March night whereas the election was held on 1lth March,1972.

Police and CRP directly helped the armed Gangster of Cong.(R)
and openly participated in this conspiracy.

< During the counting the same pattern followd. Gangsters moved
in batches with open arms in presence of Police, defaced and mutilated
the genuine ballot papers of Left Parties.

The Election fLgents and Counting &gents were beaten and forced
tn sign blank papers at the point of guns. In hundreds of Booths
Polling Agents were refused entry even under police escort.

Series of representation given to the Election Commissioner,
Government of India and Chief Electoral Officer, West Bengal, before
the election, during duration of the election and after election -
provecd useless. ‘

The President of India was fully apprised of the situation by
sending innumerable Telegrams, but failed to evoke justice.

Contdess /2



5
: s By BT ”%
The conspirators lost all balance in manipulating votes. In a
number of Booths, number of ballot papers found in ballot boxes is

more than the number of voters appearing in the Electoral List.Ballot
paper of one Constituency was found in the box of another constituency.

During counting, defeated Congress(R) candidates were dé@bred
as Winner. 411 protests in this rega rd were ignored and written
protest was not accepted. , s

S

Hundreds of houses of workers have been burnt and destroy§d=in
various places in presence of Police and CRP. . &

w

Immediately following the election the armed gangsters of
Congress(R) have started one after another attacks on the workers of
the political parties of Left Front. During last six days 20,000
families have been uprooted by Congress(R) gangsters in Baranagore,
Tollygunge, Beliaghata North, Haltu, Beliaghata South, Khardah, ™
Panihati, Dum Dum, Jadavpore and various other places.

4bout 25,000 young boys have become worst than evacuees,
constantly haunted by the grmed gangsters of Congress(R).

Police and Administration refuse to hear even any complaint.
Full scale offensive has started to physically eliminate the Left
Political Forces. :

Organised Unions and Union Offices of CITU are being forcibly
occupied. Police, 4dministration and Congress(R) gangsters are
proceeding in a planned way to destroy all organised Trade Unions.

In various localitles people are forced to pay money under
the threat of torture and murder. S '

The working class and p eople of West Bengal are confronted
with the Facist offensive which must be met unitedly by the entire =
working class of India. The rigging of election, the terror
preceding it and following it are all unmistakeably sign of 1it.

The leading Newspapers of Calcutts are giving direct
encouragement to Police, 4dministration and Congress(R) gangsters
and are completely indifferent to the suffering of the people.

We appeal to the Indian Working Class and all Trade Union
Organisations in India and Abroad to raise their voice of protest
against the barbaric repression and extend their solidarity help
t2 the working class and the people of West Bengeal.

_ We also appeal to the people of all the States in India to
stand in support of the people of West Bengal and to defend
Democracy in their common interest.

The Ruling Party will resort to Facist method to remain in
power at all costs. This menece must be nipped in the bud. ¥



ENQ OSURE NO,2 ELECTION RESULT OF WEST BENGAL - WORK ING CLLSS CONSTITUENCIES | C’
_ (*indicates winning candidates)

o
S 1967 1969 . 1971 T2
" Katchini (10) Ind., - 235k RoB " ol " 9071 s *Cong . (R) 10681 RSP 11353
Ind. - 10749 *Cong, 17148 FB 2239 *Cong. 15227
*Cong. ~ 1402 INDF 322 RSP 8743 0 ol 3203
Ind, 32 Ind. 5156
Cong (0) 376
. Ind. OReE
Alipurduar(11) Ind. 187k *RSP o478k *Cong (R) 20455 RSP 20928
*Ind 26186 Cong. 22883 BLa 805 *Cong. 27386
- Cong. 20931 Proutist = 663 RSP 10990 Ing. 935
CPI(M) 11219
Ind. 3801
Dhupguri (1) ~ *SSP 1743 *SSP 18686 *Cong (R) 11471 B - Tk 13810
Cong. - 11893 Cong. 17292 SSP qgmmm *Cong. 22670
- Ind., 2938 INDF 1690 ®PM 70 Ind. 2326
Ind. 2h5h Ind. 349 Ind. 5321 Ind. 695
Ind. 1526 Cong (0) 885
Ind. 780 BLE. 1400
: RSP 665
Nagrakata(15) CPM 10920 CPM 12439 *CPM 22811 CPM 14463
*Cong. 16 002 *Cong. 15001 Cong(R) 9542 *CPI 21429
Ind, 6199 PSP 1990 PSP- L4962 Ind. 1600
Ind, 1213 Ind, 1525 :
INDF 250 Cong(0) 616
Mainaguri (16) PSP 12507 PSP 12173 *Ind. 12781 Ind. 6862
Cong. 12059 *Cong. 16816 Ind. 6075 *Cong., 19716
*Ind. 18098 BC 72094 CPM 3851 RSP 8318
JS 508 Ind. 506 RSP 5161
Ind. 121 INDF 290 CRE 2 2328
- : BC 3356 :
Mal(17) CPI 10600 *Cong. 22706 *Cong (R) 13383 *Cong . 25939
*Cong. 22095 CPI 12105 CPM 9640 CPM 16030
PSP 7965 PSP 4330 CPI 9009
RSP 3068
\ wwg
Tha' 5687 Contd. ..p/2
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1967 1969 1971 1972

Darjeeling (21) *Ind. 14281 *G. L, 15698 *G, L, 14998 *m.w. Ar@mW
Cong. 9085 Cong. 11519 Cong (R) 9133 LF (Supported )Ok76
o Ind. 4621 _ CPM 8ok2 Cong. 7331
Kalimpong (20) *Cong. 15023 *G, L. 15418 *Ind . 10810 *Cong. 40190
JS 1174 Cong. 11120 G. L. 7388 G.L. -+ 8806
CPI 1470 s 803 Cong (R) 14814 Ind. § 4782
Ind. 11985 Ind. 628 - CPM 4718 CPM £ 3325
. Ind. 620 :
Jore Banglow(22) Cong. 10501 *G,L. 15693 *CPM 12858 CPM 11031
*Ind ., 12428 Cong. 11085 Cong (R) 6351 Cong. 11517
CPM 6001 _ G.L. 12572 *G, L, 12063
. il Cong(0) 1562 Ind. 740
Farakka (46 ) *Ind. 18812 PML 12272 *CPM 16662 *CPM 20787
Cong. 719k *BC 12951 ML . 15849 Cong. 19112
Ind., 2875 Cong. 7283 Cong (R) 7002 M.L. 7234
: Ind. 2403 J5 6926 BC 1071 : .
Chackdah (76 ) Cong. Ammmr Cong. 15236 *CPM 29301 CPM 24576
Ind. 14888 *BC 29738 BC 16561 *Cong . 33144
*Ind. 20761 RCPI(Tagore) 7013 Ind. 348
Ind. 779 CPI 79
: | mnd, 1876 |
Jadavpore (101) *CPM 33698 *CPM 43793 *CPM 38114 *CPM 40939
Cong. 28820 Cong. 200 cPI 19170 Cong. 31297
PSP 1195 Proutist 143 RSP 4793 Ind. 692
| Cong(0) 3639 Ind. 563
Behala (Bast ) (102) *CPM 20757 *CPM 29600 *CPM 21817 CPM 18733
Cong. 15716 Cong. 16349 Cong (R) 18049 *Cong . 28939
CPI . B6ik Js 1063 Cong(0) 1790
|
Behala (West ) (103) *CPM 35634 *CPM 38223 *CPM 30053 CPM 30024
Cong. 28075 Cong. 22170 CPI 25304 *CPI 31939
, PML 5150 Cong (0) 3517
Garden Reach(104) *Cong. 18443 *CPT 29871 *Cong (R) 15582 *CPM 25625
Ind. 43154 Cong. 9203 CPM 15493 Cong. 24245
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Waihati(119)

ww‘u@d@mﬁm m\_ 20 v
Noapara(121)
Titagarh(122)

Khardah(123)

Panihati (124 )

L hliGosy

*CPH 30805
Cong. lged
CPI 5591
*CPM 3102k
Cong. moomw
B 3942
Ind. 2156
*CPM 17662
Cong. 16348
onT 8468
*Cong. 26619
CPM 22515
CPI 743
*Cong. wmmmu
CPM 28251
CPT 1286
Ind. 1358
CPM 21219
*Cong. 21243
*Cong. 17435
CPM 16690
CPT 11702
7S 1486
*CPM 18507
Cong. 16907
CPT 16780
o
omMm. 23851
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2739

e

*CPH 28367
Cong. 1821k
*CPM 37137
Cong. mwmmw
*CPM 27956
Cong. 26120
*CPM 37891
okiagl 29073
*CPM. 33554
Cong, ' 31918
Lok Dal Ly
*CPM 32718
Crila 25375
pis 990
*CPM 30723
Cong. el
s ey
*CPM _wmwmm
Cong. 25718
INDF 552
Cong. S
INDF 1148

1971

T m:;;m_
Cong (R) 22785
ML 7006
*CPM 32399
CPI 15602
IND. 2645
e 1487
oM 28571
*Cong(R) 29821
*CPM. 37153
Indd 26093
SEPAN| 858
oosonv 25 N
*Cong (R) 40173
CPM 3759
ol 170
OOBonV 1053
«CPM 36567
Cong(R) 17371
B 13493
Cong (0) i
*CPM 33119
Cong (R) 27770
Cong (0) 956
*CPM 35440
CPI 31364
oozmﬁov o8
*CPM 535L5
CP1 mkwv@

L

1972

*Cong . 33412
,owH 21783
*CPM 34873
*Cong . 40017
CPM 33466
Ind., o
78 K0
*Cong . . 49187
CPM 35680
g 300
CPM aai
Ind.

*Cong.. 48112
*Cong, 50656
CPM 23158
*CPT 62460
CPM 21813
*Cong . 74765
Ind. Fuﬂ



1969 197 : 1972

| 1967 s
Kamarhati(125 ) *CPM 30095 *CPM L3111 *CPM L7359 CPM 2250 i
Cong. 21559 Cong. 22607 S G 18272 *Cong. 28690
,. Ind. 5528 INDF Doy Cong (0) 4280 Ind. 607
Baranagore (126) *CPM 31354 *CPM 45261 *CPM 43340 *CP I
Cong. 27895 Cong. 27669 BC 32287 CPM
Ind. 472 Ind, 317 :
Dum Dum(127) *CPM 37066 *CPM 45159 CPM M
: Cong. 30682 Cong 30867 *Cong.
Ind. 1358 Ind.
Cossipoew(128) *Cong. 18003 *CPM 25304 *Cong (R) 26000 CPM
CPM 15239 Cong. 25109 CPM 15855 *Cong.
FB 7279 Ind. 402 Cong (0) 505
Ind. 6729 J5 1162
At JS 2571
Kabitirtha(135) *gong. mwmm@ *FB w4w¢o *Cong (R ) 19372 FB 27685
FB 17746 Cong. 21029 FB 12955 *Cong . 2856
CPM 3306 Republican 1086 CPM 12036 Ind. 3
Ind. 017 Cong (0) 737 Ind. 1157
Tollygunge (139) Cong. m“moo *CPM 36202 *CPM wmumm *Cong . L9096
*CPM 285831 Cong. 20319 CPI 18728 CPM 28372
JS 298 Ind. 157 BC 4013
Beliaghata South(142) *Cong. 23273 Cong(R) 19999 *Cong, 16990 *Cong, 37222
CPM 18212 *CPM 21511 CPM 15301 CPM 10968
| JS 599 CPI 2300
| INDF 130
| Lok Dal 205
Beliaghata North(1k7) *CPM 21387 *CPM 31294 *CPM 23318 CPM 10968
FB 11346 Cong. 15579 . FB 20345 Cong. 53875
Cong. 17435 Ind. L67
Maniktalla (148) *CP I 30380 *CPI 31841 *CPM 16773 CPM 21622
il Cong . 23476 Cong. 21646 . Cong (R) 15682 *CPI 43238
Ind. 275 CPI 9214 Cong(0) o948
, Cong(0Q) 691 IS 501
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=0 atchia (150 : 27 34500 25012 *Cong 3673
) Cong. 25489 Cong. 21479 Cong.(R) 22235 CPM 24660
IND 990 | .
Balli ((151) CPM 23469 *CPM 33912 *CPM 24233 CPM 20522
*Cong . 05632 Cong. 28633 Cong (R) 19060 *Cong (R) 28857
IND, 7649 Pront 836 Cong (0) 2711
IND., 1815 | BC 784
m.pﬁ.ww North (152) *Cong . 297896 *Cong . 26262 *Cong (R) 23350 CPM 18479
- IND, 20651 CPM 26023 CPM 18774 *Cong (R) 26753
IND, 3574 _ FB . 856
: IND, 1128 4 |
Howrah Central (153) *Cong. 19770 *RCPI 28522 *RCPI 12616 *Cong (R) 25326
IND, Ammmm Cong. 19419 Cong(0) 1040 RCPI 15870
JS ol BO | 596 Cong (0) 817
FB 3323 ,
Howrah South (154%) CPM 18432 *CPM 30307 *Cong (B) 18919 CPM 20655
*Cong . 29106 Cong. 23270 CPM 16618 Cong (0) 979
CPI v 5470 Prout 383 4 CPI 5626 Cong (R) 28651
IND 78 _ Cong (0) 1412
Shibpo re (155) CPM 1446 *FB 39810 *CPM 17240 FB 2Ll
*Cong 19617 Cong. 19601 FB 13491 *Cong (R) 3110
FB 18312 Cong Aww 9704 Cong (0) 80
7 : Cong (O 3052
Sankrail (159) . CPM 16198 *CPM 30997 *CPM 25386 Cong (R) 23585
*Co ng. 25019 Cong. 18933 Cong (R) 13527 *CPM 26712
CPI 8110 Prouk 897 CPI €570
. . Cong (0) 3083
U *CPM - 24618 Cong. 19974 *CPM 29473 CPI 27045
R o) Cong « moéwm amsm @Wmu CPI 17022 *CPM 27053
CPI 6066 *€PM 33070 ~ Cong,(0) 6043 ,
Js 1067. 4 :
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_ 1969 1969 1971
Serampore (170) IND. 1243 *CPI = 32590 *Cong (R) 26344 ~ CcPM
*CBng . 3320 Cong. 26224 CPM 21467 *Cong
CPI 2523 IND, 1767 CPI 8983 Cong
. L dDoma B0 1310 !
Champdani (171)  CPI 8701 Cong. 22252 *CPM L0 «CPI 26026
. *Cong. 184517 *CPM . 31599 CPI 1024k Cong (0) 973
CPM 15348 y Cong (R) 12916 CPM 2350
. , IND. 849 | Cong (0) 2093 _ JS 53
Kara gpo re (211) *CPI 20118 - lMpane || 53230 *Cong (R) 24869 . *Cong (R)26732
Cong . 18186 CPI 18475 Rty w9997 CPM 7093
CPM 2949 : Ak CPM 5885
| : L Os e (O 570
Hirapore (244) CPM 1461k HCPM 25356 *CPM 18603 *Cong (R)19068
*Cong . 15336 Cong. 18516 CPI 11143 SP 2031
CPL 6972 i Cong (R) @@wm CPM 18068
. ebome s 11
Kulti (245) *Cong . 12307 il a0 (Reong ) 40808 CPM 8541
» -SSP - 115480 *SSP.. 20770 CPM 10509 *Cong (R 16687
IND 11290 INDF 958 L ATB0 4272 SP 2832
SSP 3675
Barabani (246 *Cong « il Auowo *CPM 225L6 *CPM 20211 SP 867
 CPM 13541 Cong, 14268 Cong (R) 13877 *Cong (R )29214
CPI L065 CPI 5608 CPM 11150
Asansole (24+7) *Cong . 17065 *CPM 24638 *CPM 19063 *CPT 2l021
CPM 12871 Cong. 18100 CPI 18305 CPM 15940
CPI 3463 JS 1378 Cong (0) 5263 JS 483
: IND 3712 : ) SP | 479
Ranigung (243) *CPM 17013 *CPM 23547 *CPM 32461 ~ Gong (0) 498
Cong. 16030 Cong. 18083 Cong (R) 753 Cong (R)13598
JS 2293 Js 1728 CPI 6773 . *CPM 21840,
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Durgapore (251)
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‘Faridpore (252)
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1967

Cong. 10306
8P 12861
IND. QA:
CPM Jw@mm
*Cong . 162

IND. £5m
*CPM 28752
Cong. 27043
CPI 2219
Cong. 15034
*IND, 15865
IND 1168

i
1969
*Cong V3773
SSP 12830
IND, 499
_*CPM 181k
Cong. 15849
*CPM 40268
Cong. 37803
mOmHmHmmOH®M®©
s YD 19767
Cong. 17911
X % * k k% X
X % k % k
x K x
*

1971
*CPM 45398
Cong (R) 10458
SSpline 4262

m
*CPM ~ :oco@
Cong (Q) 36223
CRLLE | 6212
*CPM 17356
Cong ) 9160
cPl B | 7036
Cong (0) 5504
-IND, 1378

1972
*CBMg (R) 14508
CPM 10391
*Cong (R) 21 m@
CPM 13490
*Corig (R) L7390~
CPM 37348
*Cong (R) 21274
CPM 18840
IND 1103
Cong. Sel



Repart of W,Bengal(CITU)
ANNEXTURE ITT '

' ATTACK ON JAY ENGINEERING WORKERS, CALCUTTA

iz The attack launched by Congress(R) gangsters and rowdies
_with the help of police gnd CRP against the workers of Jay Engineer-
ing Works Ltd. (Tollyganj and Basdroni Workshops, Calcutta) and their
families since July 1971 has been greatly intensified after the rigged
election in West Bengal.

The motive behind the intensified attack is to capture CITU

. affiliated 5287 strong Jay Engineering Workers Union and to bring by

force its members within the fold of the union formed by Congress(R).

Jay Engineering Workers' Union wgs registered in 1942 and
during the last thirty years it has successfully guided the movement
of the workers for higher wsgge and better living condition. The rate
of performance and the quality of output of Jay Engineering Workers
either in the Fan Factory or in the Sewing Machine Unit is one of the
highest in India and in Managementfs own admission, it can be '
compared favourably with most highly industrialised countries of the
West despite much inferior wage and poor living condition of Jay
Workers. The company with Issued Capital of Rs.2.47 crores has
garnered a total net profit of Rs.2.02 crores between 1958-59 to
1969-70. Even in 1970-71 dividend was paid to the shareholders at
the rate of 10 percent.

In this background the attacks of Congress(R) gangsters on
the workers of Jay Engineering is purported to subvert the CITU
affiliated union which represent 94% of the workers and to disrupt:
and crush the trade union struggle of the workers for living wage
and better living conditione. : =

Till the rigged election was held in West Bengal on 1lth
March, 1972, about 150 workers of Jay Engineering were attacked
and assaulted by Congress(R) rowdies along with police and CRP.
Three workers of Jay Engineering were murdered and killed. 57 persons
were murdered in the locality around the factories. The Office of
Jay Engineering Workers Union was attacked a number of times. The
General Secretary of the Union Sri Haridas Malakar was kidnapped :
by the Congress(R) gangsters on 25.1.1972 and taken to the Golf Club
ground for murdering him. When 2000 workers rushed to the spot,
the gangsters hurriedly left. Sri Haridas Malakar was found
unconscious with bleeding wounds and his life was saved. 411 these
incidents were brought to the notice of the Governmentfrom Prime
Minister to the Officer#in-Charge of Jadavpur Police Station and
innumerable complaints were lodged formally but with no result. On
the day of election when hundreds of Jay Engineering workers and
their family-members along with other voters were going to cast
their vote in Tollygan]j Constituency, armed gangsters of Congress(R)
stood in the way and prevented them from voting as in many other
constituencies. ‘

After the election, from 12th March 1972, the armed gangsters
of Congress(R) are moving more daringly with pistols, bombs, pipeguns
and rifles. They threaten to murder the office-bearers and executive
committee members of Jay Engineering Workers Union. They do not allow
to open the union offices at 392 Prince &4nwar Shah Road, Calcutta-45
and at Roynagar Bansdroni and to function from there. The gangsters
are permanently deployved at the gate of the factory.

The important union funcitioneries and office-bearers are ’
forcibly prevented from reporting to their jobs in the factories.
They are - Pelab Mukher jee, Sushil Roy, Robin Chowdhury, Rakhal
Chowdhury, Ramen Bhattacharjee, Ramen Sarkar, Bimal Nag, Badal Biswas,
Pranab Sarkar, Paramesh Sen, Nirmal Roy, Santosh Paul, Ranjit Roy -
Chowdhury, Parimal Lahiri and many others. 4s a result they are out
of earning. :
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The following workers and offiée-bearers/committée member S mmas

of Jéy Engineering Workers Union have been evicted from thelir ho
under threats of murder :- -

1. President: | ; Executive Committee Member

Bimal Chatterjee 22, Biswanath Mukher jee

2. Working President: S i

Ramayan Panday

Leading Workers: h

Vice-Presidents
.3, Ramen Sen Gupta , 25, Anil Gupta
4, Ranajit Bose 26. Jadav Gupta
= Bh j
General Secretary : gg. ﬁﬁrggzgzgia aitachs BN
5. Haridas Malakar 294 Lalgl Gird
30, Pranab Sircar
Organising Secretary %é. gam%r Gagguiee
: 5 « Dgntosh Pau
6. Bireswar Chatterjee 32_ gu“?m g?y
Asst.Secretary & J&. %5: Bzggi B;g;g;
Secretary of the Works 36, Biren Mazumdar
Committees. 37. Manoj Roy
7. Pelab Mukherjee 38. Rakhal Chowdhury
39. Dayal Singha Roy
Asstt. Secretary 40, Ramen Sircar
41, Subimal Sircar
Bo Rathin Paul 42, Bhaskar Dey
9, Badal Mukherjee 43, Saradindu Sircar
10. Panchanan Dutta 44, Rajen Ghose
45. Rakhal Chakraber ty
Treasurer 46, Dilip Dey
: 47 . Haralal Dey
11. Nirmal ROY' 48, Janardan Bhownmic

Executive Committee Member B8 L00. othorsy

12, Bimal Nag

13. Amar Nag

14, C.L.8harma

15. Susil Roy

16, Prafulla Das

17 Parimsl Lahiri

18, Ranajit Roy Chowdhury
'19. Ramen Das Gupta

20, Bimal Bose / Office Secy.
21, Kartick '‘Mondal

The houses of four Jay Engineering Workers at Kachari Bagan
Colony near Natunhat under Sonarpur Police Station were dismantled
and destroyed by the Congress(R) rowdies. Houses of 7 Union leaders
were Jlooted. ‘

, On 22nd March, Bimal Nag was attacked by the Congress(R)
rowdies. 4 diary was lodged with Tollyganj Police Station. On 29th
March the house of Bimal Chatterjee, President of Jay Engineering
Workers Union was attacked by 100 rowdies with bombs, pistols and
rifles. The old mother, wife and sister-in-law of Bimal Chatter jee
were filthily abused. The rowdies attempted to kill the nephew of
Bimal Chatterjee but was saved at the intervention of neighbourers.

On 31st March at about 5-30 P.M. Paramananda Bhattacharjee,
Samir Ganguly and Sekhar Ganguly were attacked by the Congress(Rg
rowdies while returning home from the factory. The rowdies hdroke
one of the'legs of Paramananda and roasted the face of Shekhar Neogy
with a burning cigerette. The incident took place near Jadavpur Pollce

Station - about 50 yards from it. The General Secretary of Jay Engineer-

ing Viorkers Union informed Jadavpur Police Station about the incident

asver phone~. Even after the phone call, the rowdies continued to beat
g o Ty thenm for-& - 1 an bour. Contde...p/3
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On 2nd April Prafulla Das was severely beaten by the rowdies.
threatened of dire consequence including murder if he did not
ay Engineering Workers Union and joln the union formed recently
Bress(R). This was duly intimated to police authorities. From
Prafulla Das is unable to stay in his house.

} The gangsters with pistols in their hands tell the workers
that those do not join their union and pledge their obedlence to
Congress (R) , they would neither be allowed to live 1n their houses,
nor to do their jobs in Jay Engineering Works. The workers are

terrorised and subdued with arms. The local police is at the beek and

call of the gangsters.

The Management of Jay Engineering Works Ltd. are giving
encouragement to Congress(R) gangsters to cruSh the organised union -~
of the workers. They are conspiring to retrench the workers who are
prevented from reporting to duties. It is learnt that the Management
is contemplating to employ the gangsters to terrorise the workers
inside the factories and to dislodge their ® unity by all sorts of

" pnefarious means. If the Management succeed -in its evil motive, Wages

and earning of the workers will be reduced and the workload will
increase. :

ATTACK ON CALCUTTA STATE TRANSPORT EMPLOYEES

Congress(R) rowdies have been carrying on series of attacks
against the employees of Calcutta State Transport Corporation(C.S.T.C) .
the members of Calcutta State Transport Employees' Union. The attacks,
started before the election, have been greatly intensified after the
election.

35 employees have been assaulted, one employee Was murdered
and 183 employees were forcibly prevented from reporting to their
duties in Depots, Workshops and Offices by the Congress(R) rowdies.

The members of Calcutta State Transport Employees' Union (affiliated

to C.I.T.U.) are being forced to join the Union recently formed by
Congress (R) under threats of assaults and mnrder. The members of
C.I.T.U. Uninn are tnld by the rowdies that they ®Would not be allowed -
to work in C.S.T.C. if they do not join the Union of Congress(R).

In the Depots, Workshops and Offices, the employees are forced to

sign letters purported to be voluntary resignations from C.1.T.0:Unkcn,

Congress (R) rowdies are moving inside the -Depots and Vorkshops
of C4S.T.C. openly displaying fire arms in their hands to terrorise
the employees. "

This planned attack on the employees of an important Public
Utility Service like C.S.T.C. in a city like Calcutta not only
threatens their basic democratic right to form dssociatinons and
Unions and to function them with freedom. It has also affected smooth
functioning of C.S.T.C. which carry about 1.4 million passengers
everyday in its bus fleet. 2 :

Calcutta State Transport Employees' Union and C3S5.T.C.
employees have althrough faught against enhancerment of Bus fare and
demanded improvement in transport service with increase in the :
number of plyable bus on roads. This was done in the interest of the
passengers and citizens of Calcutta, the Management of T st akns
accepted the demand and the General Manager of C.5.T.C. in his letter
No.2768-DOP dated 25th August, 1970, to Calcutta State Transport
Employees' Union confirmed that :-

"The planned programme of acquisition of new buses and
renovation of old buses has already been discussed with the
representatives of the Employees'! Union. Briefly, the
programme is of purchase of 70 new single deckers and 130
new double deckers and renovation of 60 idle double deckers
and 90 idle sipgic uscxers with imported spares. The entire
programme is expected to be executed within two years.

Yearwise break=up is as follows :- SRt ‘2

Nl 4
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On 18th March,1972, the rowdies threaténed to murder
Sri Samr Chatterjee, Secretary of the Unit Committee of
Central Wori-shop.

On 21st March,1972, Sri Chittaranjan Ghosh, an employee of

Belghoria Central Workshop was assaulted by the rowdies
inside the viorkshop while on duty.

On 24th Ee?;g,lgz_, the rowdies attacked the employees inside

Beboharis Pha mamAds ~a acganited Sri Brojen Das and

Sri Uma Chakr a?orry and insulted the women workers. The
rowdies car: with pistols in their hands. -

On 27th March,1972, the Yowdies threatened Sri Nirmal
Dasgupta, Sri Suni 1 Roy and Sri Nitai Chanda of Howrah Depot -
all importsnt office bearers of C.£.T.Employees' Union.

On 29th March,1972, the rowdies forcibly prevented 30 employ-
ees from reporting to their duties in Taratalla Depot.
Sri Shyamna Sarksr and Sri Sudarsan Dey, Depot Committee

- Member and Joint Secretary of the \Union Were severely

assaulteéd. 5

On 30%h Mb;cn 1972, Police and Congress rowdies jointly

~attacked the mpWOyees inside Taratalla Depot and arrested

two employees who were severely tortured in pnlice lock-up
on 31st March again 2 employees wWere arrested.

On 31st March,1972, Police and Cangress (R) rawdies Jointly
attacked the eMployees of Belghoria Depot and arrested
Sri Ajit Boral, a mechanic.

On 1st 8ryii,1972, Sri Jitesh Das, Sri Bhupnarayan Dubey and
60 other emp.oyees of Paikpara Depot were prevented from
reporting to their duties. The employees immediately gave a
deputation to Zeneral I'mnager and a representation was. also
given by ths Union. But no acti»n was taken by C.5.T.C. °
authori%ies %o allow %he cmployees entry to their workplace.,

On 4th enlii..Y /e~ the rOwaies auusvasu Ghe employees of
C.S.T.C. Head Uifice at 45, Ganesh Chandra Avenue, dragged
out Sri IMarick I'as from Cash Deps~iment and assaulted him.
d out ceven employees from the office. They

The rowdis Torcc

also burnt the cffice c¢f Calcutta State Transport Employees'
Union - in ©.5.7.C. building (in the space allotted by
C.S.T.C.}., A1l these attacks were carried out durlng office
hours when the General Manager and Chairman of C.5.T.C. were
present in the=6Efioe,

From 5th ADIIL{ "O employees. of Lake Depot are prevented from
reporting tn ftheir duties. :

On 6th April Congress(R) rowdics kidnapped Sri Santosh Dey
from the gate of Paikpeara Depct and took him away in a taxi.
The matter was immedietely reported to C.5.T.C. guthorities
and the Deputy Commissioner of Police £ North Division, and
the taxi number was als? given. This was brought to the
notice of the Chief Minister of West Bengal a2lso. Wptil now,
the whereabouts of Sri Dey is not known. It is apprehended
that Sri Santosh Dey was murdered. =

- MANY MORE 5CH INSTANCES may be quoted. Most of the employees

who are prevented frem reporting to their dutles, are also
evicted frcecm their house. They are out of earning and
separated from their families.,

These planned attacks are perpetrated at a time when the

‘long standing demandg of C.S.T.C. employees for (a) Wage rise, (b)D.A4.
Permanency -° ammie v inAd (A Madical Renefit. During United :

Front Government the Homa(Transport) Minister issued order in 1970
t0 declare all emplryvezs permenent who have comnleted 3 vears service,
oy 72
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But this order has st111 not been given effect to. 411 the 12,50Q
employees of C.S.T.C. with service upto 24 years service are stlll
treated as temporary staff.

Congress(R) rowdies are forcibly collecting money from
employees and anybody refusing to oblige them are assaulted and
threatened with murder.

ATTACK ON DURGAPUR INDUSTRIAL BELT

61 active workers and union leaders of various unions in
Durgapur Industrial Belt were-arrested under Misa and PVA Acts
before electinn. About 12 workers were murdered. Hundreds of
arrest warrants were issued against the important functioneries
of the unions. In August,1970 25,000 Police, CRP and Border
Security Force were deployed to crush 11 days strike struggle of
60,000 workers of Durgapur. Since this movements and upto the
electlon about 22Q0 Police cases were instituted against the
workers of Durgapur.

Immediately following the election in 1972 two workers
Sri Sujit Debsarman of Sagarbhanga Colony and 4jit Das of D.P.L.
Colony were murdered and five workers were stabbed in Durgapur.

The union office of 4.V.B. Employees' Union at &VB Colony
and Sagarbhanga Colony were forcibly occupied. The union office of
Hindusthan Steel Employees' Union was lootede.

The union 1eaders of Durgapur Project Employees' Union
and Durgapur Chemical Employees' Union are forcibly prevented from
npering the union office and-to function from theree.

The workers were victims of a series of attacks in the
post election period. $8Some of the incidents are listed below

DURGAPUR STEEI,PLANT:

g IR On 15th March Congress rowdies - Jahar Saha and Banu Bose
used most abusive language to humiliate the family members
of Shri Phani Bhattacharjee and Shri énil Ghosh. When
Sri Bhattacharjee and Shri Ghosh strongly protested against
the behaviour of the rowdies, the rowdies threatened them
with revolvers.

Qi 5 O 16th March, 1972 about 25 Cangress rowdies attacked the
house of Shri Dlpak Mullick at 14/3, Einestine dvenue in
presengse of police. The family members of Sri Dipak Mullick
were insulted and humiliated by the rowdies.

3.‘ On 16th March Congress(R) rowdies attacked the house of
Shri Subndh Biswas at 5/8, Marconi Avenue and threatened
to murder the inmates. Even the children of the house were
beatene.

4. On the same day i.e. 16th March, the rowdies also attacked
the house of Sri Hiralal Chanda at 10/46 Einestine &venue.
Police put off the street lights of Einestine &venue when
the rowdies carried nn the attack.

B On 16th March Congress rowdies - Jahor Saha and two others -
threatened with murder Sri Tarapada Acharjee of 20/3; Bidyapati
Road and Sri Sukumar Malakar of 20/12, Bidyapati Road. The
rowdies asked Sri Badal Sharma to vacate his house at 9/13
Bidyapati Road and threatened of dire consequences if he did
not obey theme.

6. On 16th March when the houses of the workers of Newtnn avenue
and Einestine Avenue were attacked the rowdies assaulted
Sri Gauri Sankar Mazumder, D,D. Chatterjee and Lakshman Banik.
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7 On 29th March Cohgress rowdies attacked the hnuse of
: Sri Amar Ganguly of 6th Street of Ranaprotap Road. The - -
rowdies also attacked the house of Sri P.Roy, Vice President
of Hindustan Steel Employees' Union at 1llth Street of Rana-
. protap Road. The house of Shri Ajit Chatterjee and Shri Soumen
Chakrabarty were attacked by the rowdies on the same day.

8e The house of Sri Madhab Roy =2t 21/9, &shoke Avenue was 1o0ted
by the rowdies and younger brother of Sri Roy was severely
beaten. :

9. Dilip Dey of 22/2, 4shoke Avenue was SO severely beaten that
he had to be hospitalised.

10. The house of Shri Satyabrata Sanyal at 21/2 Ashoke &venue
was attacked and the belongings were damaged.

1 Congress rowdies dragged out Shri Debabrata Ghnsh from his
; quarter at 22/4 4shoke &venue and severely assaulted him.
Shri Ghosh had.to be hospitalised.

12, On 18the 4pril, 1972 Shri Dilip !Mukherjee, a worker of the
Co-tperative Snciety was beaten by the rowdies in Mahiskapur
Road »of Steel Township.

13. Shri Madhav Ojha an emplnyee of Slag Bank and Shri Rebati Das
: of Foundry Department were severely beaten by the rowdies of
and April, 1972.

145 On 8th 4pril Congress rowdies attacked the house of workers
in BEinestine Avenue and demolished one school of small :
children. The attack was led by Shri Hiren Sengupta.

35 On 9th &4pril Congress rowdies attacked the workers of Edisnn
Rosd with bombs and firearms and assaulted Shri Manash Mukherjee,
Rathin Majumdar, Milan Bhattacharjee, &.K.Panda, H.L.Dey and
others in presence of police. Police, however, arrested eleven
workers who were attacked by the rowdies.

16. On 9th é&pril Cosngcess rowdies sttacked the office 0% g 28 2L
affiliated Hindustan Steel Employeds' Union at 20/7 Edison
Road and lootcd the typewriter and destroyed all union
records.

17. The rowdies als» assaulted Shri &nil Ghosh, M.N.Bose, Phani
Bhattacharjee and N.C.Paul of Bidyapati Road. The rowdies
handed over Shri Phani Bhattacharjee to pnlice after severely
assaulting him. :

18. The Service of Sri Dayamay Ruidas, emplnyee of Durgapur Steel
Plant and activist of the H.S.E.Union was terminated without
assigning any reason.

ALLOY BTEEL PLA&NT:

12 On 12th &pril Shri N.K.Chatterjee was attacked by Congress
rowdies while he was going to factory duty. Sri Chatterjee s
was stabbed. ' :

2.,  On 18th March Congress rowdies kidnapped Shri Nabin Chatter jee
and assaulted him. Shri Joydev Das was also assaulted on the
same daye

4. V.B. FLCTORY =

-

1. On 13th March Congress rowdies attacked the guarters D =4
Shri Biswesnath Chowdhury and Shri T.N.Gupta, General Secretary
and 4sstt. Secretary of a.V.B. Employees' Union. :

2. On 14th liarch 3C icading workers nf the union were evicted
from their quarters and forced tn leave the tawnship at the
point of guns. e 248

- o
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R e On 15th March Congress rowdies attacked the house of Sri
C.P. Sinha. Sri Sinha was n2t at his quarter at that time.
The rowdies assaulted the younger brother of Sri Sinha.
Sri Sinha's brother had a small shop in Swapma Market which
was 1lnonted by the rowdies.

4. On 16th March Congress rowdies asked the employees of Co-
operative Society tn tender resignation from their j»ob and
to leave the township.

5. On '23rd March Congress rowdies forcibly occupied the office
of A. V. B. Employees' Union in presence »f pnlice.

6. On 25th March night Congress ro wdies attacked the bomse of
Shri Bibhu Chakrabarty. Shri Bibhu Chakrabarty was not at
home at that time. The rowdies asked his father to vacate
the house. Next morning the rowdies came with firearms and
forcibly dragged out Shri Chakrabarty's odd father and took
pnssession of the house.

7 o On 31st March Congress rowdies dragged out Shri Kalicharan
Maitv from his house and severely assaulted him.

5 On 1lst April Congress rowdies lonted the quarters of Shri
B. K. Mukherjee and Shri S.K. Mukherjee - quarters No.
RR-278 and RR-272.

9.' On 8th April Congress rowdies assaulted Shri Niranjan Karar.

10. The workers are forced by Congress ro wdies to join the uninn
of Congress(R). When the workers come to punch their cards
inside the factory to ®ecord thsir a*%endance, the rowdies
force them to sign the membership form of Congress (R)Union.
The workers are not allowed to punch their cards as long &s
they do not sign the membership form. Shri &tin Mukher jee,
Assistant Sub-Inapector of Police, specially posted in 4.V.B.
Township threaten to arrest the workers ~nd evict them from
their quarters if they do mot join the union of Congress(R).

1 Congress rowdies =nd Shri Atin Mukherjee, the police officer
do not allow the workers even to purchase their daily neces-
sities from the market, who refuse to join the union of
Congress(R). When the wives of thcse workers go for marketl ng,
the rowdies and Shri Atin Mukher jee insult and humiliate them
and prevent them from going to market.

12, Shri B.K. Ghosh, the Industrial Relation Officer of ACC-
Vickers-Babcock Ltd., Durgapur is the main conspirator and
the Congress rowdies and pnlice are acting under his instruc-
tion to wreck CITU affiliated A.V.B. Employees' Union.

DURGAPUR CHEMICAL :

1. On 19th March Congress rowdies attacked Shri Mahadev Bairagi
with iron rods and s eriously injured him. Shri Bairagi is
still in hospital. :

2% The leading workers of CITU affiliated Durgapur Chemical
Employees' Union Shri Asoke Bose, Manoj Bag, Dipak Dey,
Sukumar® Bardhan, Debidas Roy, Balaram Paul were attacked by
Congress rowdies and severely beaten.

3. The following office-bearers and Leading workers of C I T U
Union are forcibly prevented by Congress rowdies from repor-
ting ‘t3 their duties in the factory:

Shri P. K. Roy, Asstt. Secretary
. R. C. Datta, Asstt. Secretary
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Shri Susanta Bose, Executive Member
U Swapan Mukher jee, Executive Member
B Panchanan Banerjee, Executive Member
n Shamal Chatterjee
i Sowmen Dutta

Most of the office-bearers and Executive Committee members
have been evicted from their quarters and forced to leave the
township under threats of murder.

The workers are forced to join the union of Congress(R).
Those who refuse are assaulted. A number of letters were
written to Facto ry Management but uptil now no action has
been taken to ensure safety and wecurity of the workers.

MINING & ALLIED MACHINERY CORPORATION :

On 12th March Congress rowdies attacked Shri Arjun Dhar,
Achut Chakrabarty and Ratan Ghatak - the active workers of
CITU affilisted Heavy Engineering Employees' Union.

On 16th March Congress rowdies came in a Ambassador Car
(WGJ 3517) searched for Shri Dilip Nandy in the Township
(Viswakarma Nagar) and threatened to murder him when they
(rowdies) get him.

Shri Jaladhar Manna , Executive Committee Member of HEE
Union was arrested by police on 7th Februery,l1972 in a false
case. His bail was granted by the Court. On 16th March when
Union leaders went to relesse him frow prison Shri Manna was
detained without trial under MISA. L

On 16th March Shri Rakhal Bhattacherjee, General Sgcretary o
H.E.E. Union was detained withomt trial under MISA. :

Shri Haradhan Das was attacked by Congress rowdies and stabbed
on 30th March. Shri Asoke Banerjee and Shri Dipak 4ich were
the leaders of the gang which attacked Sri Das.

Shri Dilip Roy Chowdhury and Shri &msl Basu, active workers of
H.E.E. Union were evicted from their quarters in S~garbhanga
Colony by Congress rowdies with thre.ts .of murder. .

In violation of the practice to recruit new hands through

‘Employment Exchange, Congress rowdies are givdn direct

employment to terrorise the workers ins ide the factory.

SANKEY WHEEL ( Guest Keen Williams ) 3

1.

2

3e

Shri Jogesh Das, Haripada Chakrabarty and Bimal Banerjee were
assaulted by Congress rowlies before the factory gate. *

Known anti-social elements - Jagannath Dutta, Sarat Talapatra
and Sukumar Chowdhury sre giving threatening to murder the

- getive ®workers.

Shri Harilal Ghosh is prevented from reporting to his duties
by Congress rowdies.

'DURQAPUR STATE TRANSPORT SERVICE :

Congress rowdies attacked the office of D.S.T.S. Employees'
Union and burnt all union records.

The following workers are prevented from reporting to
their duties : ; v ,
: Sri Mihir Sen : ‘ =
" Mihir Rudra
" OASTE T BisWas
contd/10
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Sri Prabir Chakraborty
" Santosh Layak
" Kartik Purakayat
" Kasi Chakraborty
NP P Boseé
= YooK -Balan
" Swapan Banerjee
" Jyan Das
" Shanti Mazumdar

Sri Swapan Baunerjee was severely assaulted and forced to
resign from CITU affiliated D.S.T.S. Employees' Union.

Sri G. Das was also severely assaulted and told by Congress
rowdies not to attend his duties.

Sri Kartick Chandra Purakayat was attacked by Cnngress rowdies
on 21.3.72, 31.3.72 and 7.4.72 and Sri Prabir Chakraborty was
attacked on 7.4.72. Both of them were severely beaten. Sri
Purakait and Sri Chakraborty in written representation informed
all these incidents to the Chief Executive Officer, Durgapur
State Transport Borrd and demanded measure for their safety
and security. But n» action has so far been taken. The rowdies
assemble everyday at the gate of the Depot 2nd prevent tle
workers from coming to their duties.

DURGAPUR_NOTIFIED AREA AUTHORITY :

Sri Ashoke Mozumdar, Office Assistant and Joint Secretary of
D.N.A.A. Employees! Union is forcibly prevented ty Congress
rowdies from joining his duty. Other workers and employees of
D.N.A.A. 2re regularly threatened that they would net be al-
lowed to stay in Durgapur if they do not jnin the Union of
Congress(R).

DURGAPUR PROJECT LIMITED :

1.

4e

On 22nd March,l1972 Sarbasri Satya Bose

On 14th March,1972 Sarbasri Taraprasad Ghose of Electrical
Division, Sital Chatterjee of the Office of Deputy Chief
Engineer and Karuna Pal, Driver of Water Works were severely
assaulted and taken to Hospital.

On 15th March,1972 Sarbasri Rabin Sen, Chargeman of the Tar &
By-Products Plant, Vice-President of the D.P.L. Employees'
Union, N.G. Sen - Coke-Oven Operstor, Gr.-I amd Sudhir
Chakraborty, Hospital (Ambulance) Driver were severely -&s-
saulted and taken to hospital.

On 21st March,1972 Sarbasri Satyan Senyal, Gr-I Operator of
Tar & By-Products Plant and Sihagngshu Chowdhury of Tar & By-
Products, Gr-I Operator were physically assaulted aml were
removed to hospital.

Power Plant  (Mech.)
Setai Saha, Fitter, Central Workshap, Subhash Sarkar, Foreman,
Coal Washer were assaulted and taken to hospital.

On 25th March,1972 Sri Sisir Kundu, Tech. Gr.III of Mech./Di-
wision was assaulted severely, when ha was coming from his
duty. He was beaten by broken bottle in his head and chin.

On 12th 4pril,1972 Sri Nikhil Chatterjee of Tr. Section was
stabbed by Congress rowdies while he was going to theFactory
to r-eport to duty in "C" Shift.

The following Union leaders and active workers of C I T U
Union were evicted from Coke-Oven Township (Durgapur Project)

contd/11.
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and forcibly prevented from reporting to their duties

I) Sukhen Sasrker, Vice-President.
II) " Asit Mitra, Secretary.
ITI) Joy Narayan Chakraborty, Secretary.
& IV) Priya Lal Das, Assistant Secretary.
V)  Utpel Roy Burman, Sr. Boy, Canteen.
Vi) Mrinal Sarkar, -Do-
VII) Bishu Mazumdar, Driver.
VIII) Javiua Chakraborty, Clerk.
IX) Pabitro Pal, Vice-President. '
X) Araoinda Sarkar, Clerk.
XI) Ranyit Dhar, Clerk.
XII) Tamal Das Gupta, Operator.
XIII) Tarun Bose, Assistant Secretary.
XIV) Biplab Bose -Do-
XV) Kalyan Biswas, Committee Member.

8. WORKERS EVICTED FROM THEIR QUARTERS A4ND

FORCED TO LEAVE DURGAPUR :

Dy.Chief Engineer!s Office.
Town 4dministration Office.
Ey. Chief Office.

Hospital.

Canteen.

Dilip Chatterjee
Uday Hazra

Bishtu Mozumdar
Santosh Chakraborty
Utpal Banerjee
Sukdev Mukher jee Canteen.

Benoy Neogi Central Workshop Office.
Nanda Dulal Mukherjee -Do-

Parito-sh Datta Coal Washery.

Manik Gho sh
Sisir Kundu
Mridul Das Gupta
Bhagilal Balmiki
Manna Balmiki
Tapan Sarkar
Satya Mukherjee
Shamal Ghosh
Pradyat Chatterjee
Dwipen Munshi

4. Chatier jce
Sukumar Kaibiatya
Fatik Banerjee
Kalyan Biswas
Mukul Mukher jee
Paritosh Datta

Coal Washery.
Mech./Divn.
Central Testing Cell.
Town Sweeper.

=Do~
Traffice.
Traffics
Power Plant,K Mech.

= ler

Coke-Oven.
Coke-Oven.
Gas Ploant.
Security.
Security.
Power Plant.
Traffic.
Coal Washery(Operation).

. Gangsters and rowdies of Congress(R) are forcibly entering into

the guarters of the active members and supporters of the
Durgapur Project Employees' Uniom and threatening to murder them
if they donot resign from their jobs and vacate their quarters.
The representatives of the Union met Sri Zaenul Abedin, Minister-
in-charge of State Undertakings, Government of West Bengal on
7th April,1972 and requested him to take measure for safety and
security of the workers and to ensure that %he workers could
report to their duties with full security. "The Minister catego-
rically said that no such assurance would *e given by the
Government and the workers eh.w.ld thewseXvéag find thelir own
security which indirectly reant that the wo rkers am Union
leaders should join the Union of Congress(R) as otherwise no
safety or security could be guaranteed.

contd/12.
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CONTRACTORS LABOUR OF DURGAPUR

TEEL PROJECT :

(€3]

About 120 workers of C I T U affiliated Union have been
retrenched and in their place congress rowdies have been
given employment.

The Office of CITU affiliated United Contractors Wo r kers'
Union at Benachitty was twice attacked by Congress rowdies.

SHOP EMPLOYEES :

Congress rowdies are forcing the shop owners to terminate
the services of workers who are members of CITU affiliated
union. 8 leading union workers have already been dismissed
to provide employment to Congress rowdies.

ATTACK ON TR4LDE UNIONS IN BARRACKPORE
INDUSTRIAL BELT (DISTRICT 24PARGANAS)

\

This is most important industrial belt in West Bengal.
About 15 important Jute Mills, Paper Mill (Titagarh Paper Mill),
big engineering factories like Texmaco, a number of Cotton
Textile Mills and Chemical factories, Ordinance factories and
nundreds of small industrial units are situated in this industrial
belt. Total number of workers and employees who live in this area
will be about 3,00,000, the number of Jute workers alone will be
about 1,00,000, CITU unions are most organised in this area
representing about 60% workers and employees. Impor tant assembly
constituencies from where the candidates of the Left Front parties
are traditionally elected are in this belt - like Dum Dum,Panihati,
Noapara, Baranagore, Khardah, Titagarh, Kamarhati etc.

4 few months before 1973 election, Trade Union functioning .
in the entire Barrackpore industrial belt was brought to standstill
by mass terror and armed attacks. Areas like Dum Dum, Titagarh,
Panihati, Khardah, Baranagore and Kamarhati were most severely
affected. In Khardah except in Indian Oxygen, in all other
industrial undertakings trade union functioni was forcibly
stopped. In Dum Dum armed gangs of Congress(§§ were posted in
picket duty at the gate of most of the factories. The candidates
of CPI(M) in Khardah and Panihati were forcibly evicted and theilr
houses were looted and burnt. & few days before the election, all
election workers from Dum Dum were routed and 7 workers were
murdered. Election campaighn was almost impossible in the entire
Barrackpore industrial belt.

After 1972 election, the entire industrial belt of Barrackpur
in practically under the occupation of armed gangsters of Cong.(R).

Details of the attacks on trade unions are given below :-

1. DUM DUM AREA:

(a) Union Offices looted and burnt -

Patipukur . 5 unions
Dum Dum - 24 unions(including the
* office of Jessop Mazdoor
union)

Membership of these unions - 15000
Eb) T.U. leaders obstructed from attending duties - 150
c

) T.U., leaders and workers involved in false
cases/arrested after election - 100

Contdi.s.p/13
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(d) Open Trade Union functioning in any form totally
stopped in the entire area.

(e) I 16 factories - like Gramophone Co., Jessop
outside goondas are forcing the workers at the
point of revolver to join INTUC union.

o

() Workers forcibly evicted from their houses - about 500.

2. NOAPALRA AREA:

Bengal Enamel Factory -

(i) Total Workers - 1600
(ii) Membership of CITU Union 1425 >
(iii) Workers forcibly prevented
from reporting to duties 100
(iv) Workers assaulted 27 *
(v) Workers dismissed 33

(*This includes 13 Executive Committee Member of CITU
affiliated Union).

(vi)

CITU Unions own building and Office for01b1y
occupied by Congress(R) gangsters.

Shree &nnapurna Cotton Mill(Shyamnagar)

(i) Total Workers - 2200
(ii) Membership of CITU Union
(1971 2110
(iii) TWorkers forcibly prevented
from reporting to duties 100
(iv) Dismissed 45 *
(v) Workers assaulted 35
(vi) CITU Unions own building

and office forcibly
occupied by Congress(R)
gangsters.

(*This includes 38 Executive Committee Members of CITU Union)

Gourishankar Jute Mill

(i) Total Workers - 2000
(ii) Membership of CITU
affiliated Bengal Chatkal
Ma jdoor Union - 700
(iii) Workers forcibly prevented
from reporting to duties =- 10
(iv) Dismissed = 4
(v)  Offiece cof CITU Union occupled
Dunbar Cotton Mill
(1) Total Workers - 4500
(ii) Membership of CITU Union - 3222
(iii) Workers prevented from
reporting to duties - 2
(Executive Committee Member
& Treasurer)
(iv) Dismissed - b 2
(v)< Offiee of 'CITU Unlon

occupied. 3

3. BARANAGAR AREA4:

Of fices of 22 unions affiliated to CITU ransaeked, laoted
and forcibly occupled. Two 1ocal offices of Demvcratlc Youth
Federation 1onoted, burnt and occupied. 2 local Clubs als» burnt.

L 3
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Bengal Immunity - Uninn office burnt along with uni»o»n library
containing a2 few thousands books. 40 wonrkers including President,
Secretary and Asst. Secretary »f CITU uninon prevented from reporting
to duties., 2

Carter® Ponler - 9 workers 1ncludlng Working President and Treasurpr
of CITU affiliated uninn evicted at the point »f revolver. All papers
»f uni>n office destroyed.

Leading workers and uninn office bearers forcibly prevented from
reparting to» duties :-

Name »f Company No. nf Workers
"P,C.Chanda 15
Diamond Pronducts 6
4.T Koomar 5
Sreegopal Chemicals 2 3
J.K.Dey Secretary »f the Union
Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Uninn 20

(Alambazar Jute Mill Branch)
Baranagnre Municipal Emplnyees 20

Bharat Press 2
AESBY Industries 8
Thirani & Shiva Glass 14
RIC (Bonhnogly) 36

Two Con-operative shops, 2ne ratinon shdp, »~ne Primary & Junior
High Schaol forcibly closed.

Workers and families victed from their houses - about 5000

4, PANIHATI AREA:

Workers forced tno jnin INTUC unions leaving CITU uninns in the

following factories/units - £
Orient Electric & Engineering
Sirkar Dairy
Johnstone Pump
Bangodoy Cotton Mills
Hindusthan Wires
Panihati Municipality Labour Welfare Union.

The nffice nf Bengal Chemical Sramik Karmachari Uninon(Panihati)

was attacked with bombs and destroyed.

The office of Johnstone Pump ¥Workers Union forcibly nccupied.

The workers/uninon leaders are forcibly prevented from reporting

to their duties :-

Name »f the Company No. of workers 3

~ Bengal Chemical

Sarkar Dairy

Basanti Cotton lMills
Bengal Waterproof
Oriental Electric
Hindusthan Vires
Oriental Metal

Murarka Palnts

Sulekha Works

Texraco (Boiler Sectisn)
Panihati Municipality
K.P.K.Consurers Con-operative

U1~ 0N ONH D 0N O

A1l the uninn offices are either forcibly occupied or prevented
frorm functioning.
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5. KHARDAH/TITAGARH AREA:

In 22 factories in the area, 50 leading workers and leaders of
CITU unions are forcibly prevented from reporting to their duties.

Uninn Offices destroyed and occupied:

Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Unions - Khardah Branch
-do=- Titagarh Branch
-dn- Empire Mill Branch

Bengal Kaghazkal Mazdoor Union

Indexco

India Pin

Workers forced to join INTUC Uninns in the following factories
leaving their own CITU Unions -

Indian Oxygen

Indis-Pin

Bharati Chemicals
Calcutta Steel

Calcutta Silk

Modern India Construction

6. DAKHINDAZRI AREA

Uni»>n offices forcibly occupied -

Bird & Co. Employees Union

Hindusthan Sheet & Metal Employees Uninn
Eastern Paper Mills Ltd. Workers Union
Dum Dum Weaving Factory Workers Union

Workers forcibly prevented from reporting to dutiess:

Name of the Company. No. of Workers
Lansdowne Jute Mill
Bird & Co.(Process Engineering Divn) 23

Sadhana Ausadhalaya Factory 7
Eastern Paper Mill 18
Hindusthan Sheet & Metal

Balhori Sardar (Cotton Weaving Fy-.) 9
Manufacturing Paper Products 4

IN WORKS~COMMITTEE ELECTION in Empire Jute Mill, representatives

of Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor Union were forced at the point of Pistols
to» withdraw their nominations while 4 representatives were forcibly
prevented from flling their nomination papers.

In Empire Jute Mill three leading workers - Farazan 4li, Fatik

and Sunil and in Kinnison Jute Mill - three leading workers Tapas,
Vishun and ld. Rasul are forcibly prevented from reporting to duties.

ATT&CKS ON THE WORKERS IN OTHER AREAS
OF 24 PARGANAS DISTRICT:

Sonarpur &rea - Just on the eve of electinon Nirmal Chatterjee,

a leader of CITU Union was murdered and »on the same day his wife
was raped. 4fter election, it has become impossible to function

in any form 19 unions in the area. Leaders, workers of the unions
have been forcibly evicted from their houses. About 50 workers are
threatened with murder if they report to their duties. 4s a result
they are unable to report to their duties.

G
~dc)
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Unions offices occupiéd/prevented from functioning:

E.C E. Mazdoor Union

S.F.Products Factory Workers Union
dndaman Timber Workers Union

Indian Chain Workers Union

Spring Sales Workers Union

R.Sen Group of Industries Workers Union

Workers prevented from reporting to duties -

Bata Shoe Factory - 110

Other factories - 70
Workers evicted from their houses - 200
Detained under MISA/PVA Act - 5o

Budge Budge Area:

’

Leading Union Workers dismissed

Name of the Company . No. of workers.
Bata Jute Mfg. Co.L%d. 7
Staple Fibre Factory(Birla) 5

Detained under MISA 3

KALYANI TNDUSTRIAL AREA:

Union offices occupied/prevented from functinsning =

Kelyani Spinning Mills Employees Union
Ruttanji & Co. (Kalyani Brewari) Workers Union
K.R.Steeel Employees Union

Andrew Yule & Co. Workers Union

Sen Pandit & &4ncillary Units Workers Union
Cassel Industries(Xeslyani) Workers Union
Kalyani Hand Made Paper Mill Workers Union

Leading workers and Union leaders prevented from reporting to duties

Name of Company No.
Kalyani Spinning Mills 95
Ruttanji & Co. 3
4ndrew Yule & Co. 4
Sen Pandit &ncillary Units 22

Workers evicted from their houses:

Sen Pandit Ancillary Units 18
Kalyani Spinning Mills 60

Union Office looted ¢

Kalyani Spinning Mills Employees Union on 19.3.1972.

ATTACKS ON THE WORKERS IN CALCUTTA(CITY)
INDUSTRIAL AREA:

Dabur Mazdonr Union - On 30th March 1972 Congress(RB) rowd
attacked the union office at Goria and forcibly took away
union records and destroyed all furniture. The attack pla
in presense of police. 4%t the instigation of rowdies p»oli
arrested Sri Prem Chand Rai, Sri Dipankar Chskraborty, Sr
Nageswar Jha and Sri Jaggy &hir - all Executive Committee
members of the union. The Management of Dabur (a Pharmace
Camn~nv) Aismissed Sri Om Bahadur and Sri Biraj Banerjee.

ies
all

ce

ce

-
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The Management is threatening the workers that if they d» not
join the union of Congress(R) now being formed, they would be
dismissed. The rowdies are threatening the non-Bengall workers
that they would not be allowed to work or to stay in Calcutta

if they do not listen to them(rowdies). In Ganguly Bagan Area
where the workers live, Congress(R) rowdies come there four
times everyday with pipe guns, rifles and bombs and thereafter
the workers with murder. This is continued everyday. The rowdies
are also threatening the workers inside factories.

Dwarka Industrial Development Mazdoor Union:

After the election, Congress(R) rowdies under the leadership of
Ratan Ghnsh, a notable anti-social element of Beliaghata are
forcing the workers inside the factory to sign membership form
of Congress(R) Union. They are threatening to murder Sri Gopal
Chowdhury, Joint Secretary of the Union. They are alsn asking
the workers to hand over the union funds to them. The rowdies
sit in the Chamber of the Director when they come to factory.

Karu Sree Sramik Union: on 15th March at about 9-30 a.m. Cong(R)
rowdies attacked the workers while on duty in the factory at
38/1 Panditiya Road, Calcutta-29 and asked the workers to join
the union of Congress(R). They come with revolvers and daggers.
They assaulted Sri Haripada Mazumdar, President of the Union

and asked him to handover union funds to them. Since that day
Sri Haripada Mazumdar and a few other leading workers are unable
to report to their duties.

Indian 0il Workers Union:

The members of CITU Union are forced to join AITUC union.Recently:
Congress(R) has formed a uninon. The Treasurer of CITU Union

Sri Saroj Bhattacharijee was assaulted by the hoodlums of AITUC
Union on 31.3.72 in the Branch Office at 1, Shakespeare Sarani,
Calcutta-16 during office hours. ,

Saxby & Farmer Mazdoor Union:
(Saxby & Farmer is a Govt.of Wdst Bengal undertaking)

In November 1971 Congress(R) formed a new union in Saxby & Farmer
but did not get any response from the workers. &fter the election,
Congress(R) rowdies attacked and assaulted Joint Secretary and 10
leading workers of CITU Union in full knowledge of the Company's
Personnel Officer. On 20th March 1972, notable anti-sdcial
Ratan Chosh asked the leaders of CITU union to handover %o him the
union funds and threatened to murder them if his order was not
obeyed. On 5th &pril one leading worker was assaulted. The rowdies
of Congress(R) are entering into the factory with fire arms in
presence of Managerial staff. A4bout 32 leading workers and leaders
of CITU uniocns are thus prevented from reporting to their duties.

Bengal Chemical, Manicktolla, Calcutta.

SRR O e On 15th March 1972 Congress(R) rowdies came
inside. the factory and asked the Management to dismiss the leaders
of CITU Union. The Management openly encouraged the rowdies and
asked Sri Bibhuti Mazumdar and Sri Subhas Bose of CITU union to

tender resignation. They refused and from the next day they
were suspended on false charges and prevented them from coming to
factory. In the absense of the union-leaders, Congress(R) rowdies
are threatening the workers that if they do nct join the union of
Congress(R), their fate would be the same as their union leaders.

Contd....pB
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IN SOUTH BELIAGHATA ARE& the Congress(R) rowdies established
their own rule even before the election occupying the union
offices of the following factories -

Bengal Pottery

Surg Jute Mill

Canton Carpentory
National Rubber Mfg. Ltd.
Haryana Rubher Works
Metal Retorms (WEC)

Ganesh Commercial
Central Rubber Works

After the election the rowdies have intensified their terrorism,
always moving with arms and union functioning in any form is _
completely suspended. -

IN BELIAGHATA NORTH, leading workers of union North Jute Mill

and Hindusthan Small Tools are prevented from reporting to their
duties. &bout 200 workers and employees have been forcibly evicted
from their houses.

In Torllygunge Jadavpur &rea, Calcutta, functioning of the folluwing
unions was forcibly stopped by Congress(R) rowdies before the
election ¢ .

Tollyganj Rickshaw Workers Union

Chaliha Rolling Mill Workers Union

Dassani Engineering Workers Union

Standard Laboratories Workers Union

Paints & Laquers Workers Union

Gopal Hosiery Workers Union ; :

Goria Rickshaw Workers Union : 2
Cine Technician Workers Unton g

After the election, Congress(R) rowdies have intensified the terror
and about 150 workers and employees have been forced to leave the
area to avoid being murdered.

The Ex-Mayor of Calcutta Sri Prasanta Sur was evicted from his house .

On 17the March the Congress(R) rowdies attacked the workers of
Sulekha Works inside the factory and occupied the office of CITU
Unisn anéd the Co-nperative Stores of the Workers.

On 28th March 1972, Congress(R) rowdies forced Sri Ranjit Kar
Headmaster »f Bapupinagar School to tender resignation from
hE post..

IN KOLAY BISCUIT COMPANY, CALCUTTA

13 ieading workers of CITU Union were physically prevented from
reporting to their duties. The Management dismissed these workmen
on the plea of their unauthprised absence.

In INDOZJALPANESE INDUSTRIES LTD., CALCUTTA, the Management declared
closure with effect from 30th &uly,1971. Indo Japanese Industries Ltd.
Employees Union, affiliated to CITU was the only union in this
industrial undertaking, duly recognised by the Management. Series of
meetings were held before the Governments Conciliation Officer and
certain terms were agreed upon on reopening of the factory. But,

after the election, a fictitious agreement was signed by the Company
with some individual men before the Deputy Labour Commissioner,
Government of West Bengal completely by-passing the union.Fnllowing
this agreement when the factory reopened, 43 leading workers

including 21l committee members and office bearers of CITU affiliated
union were not allowed to resume their duties. When the workers.
protested, the !Management said that the agreement that they have
signed provided a clause empowering them to keep the said 43 workmen
out of employment. This agreement is legally invalid. But a responsible
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. Government officer of the rank of Deputy Labow Commissioner took

initiative to impose such an agreement on the workmen.

In Durgapur Chemicals Ltd. daily wage of contractors labour
Was'Rs. 4/-. After the election it was reduced to Rs. 3'50 per
day. When the workers protested agajnst this wage cut, congress(R)
rowdies threatened that no protest would be tolersted. This is an
undertaking of Government of West Bengal.

ATTACK ON WeST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
BOARD EMPLOYEES :

On 10th April 1972 at the office of the Divisional Engineer,
24-Parganas North Division at Barrackpore, at about 10-30 a.m. a
gang of miscreants tresspassed into the office, took possession
of the Attendance Registers and searched for five employees who
are members of our Union. They demanded of the Divisional Engineer
to> hand over the sgid five employees to them and in his (Divisional
Engineer's) presence demanded of them (the employees and members of
our Union) papers relating to the accounts of our Union and also
the fund. Finally the rowdies said that the five employees should
stop coming to their duties with effect from next Monday, the 17th
April,1972. If their instruction was above is not complied with,
the rowdies threatened that they (the employees) would have to face
serious consequences, including physical assault and murder. 4ll
ghese took place in presence of the Divisonal Engineer who is at
the helm of affairs of the local administration; he behaved in a
manner 2s if he was totally helpless. Ten SEB workmen have been
detained without trisl since last six months. dnother 42 workmen
have been put under suspension.

ATTACK ON THE WORKERS OF
ASLNSOL INDUSTRIAL BELT.

Chittaranjan Locomotive Works :
(Government of India Undertaking )

Before 1972 election, 32 leading workers and union office-
bearers of Chittarznjan Locomotive Works Labour Union were suspenced
and 8 workers were detained without trial under MIS4 and PVA Act.
8bout 300 legding workers were implicated in false cases and cebpbi-
nuously harassed.

After the election seven office bearers were transferred to far
away places like Madras despite the fact that Union office-bearers
are protected staff. Suspension, detention without trial, harass-
ment and now transfer of uninn office bearers - these are the
method adopted by Government of India to subvert the organised union
and to suppress the workers.

ATTACK ON SEN-RALEIGH WORKERS:

Sen-Raleigh Cycle Factory at &4sansol was under closure since 29th
March 1971. Sen-Raleigh Employees Union, affiliated to CITU repre-
senting 3371 workers @ut of 3500, was the only union in this factory,
duly reewgaised by the Management. & few days before the closurec
AITUC formed a union here and after the closure was declared, Cong(R)
registered a new union.

When the workers were continuing their struggle on demand for
re-opening of the factory, both AITU and Congress(R) jointly tried
to disrupt this movement.

On 21st February,1972 a rmed gangs of Congress(R) attacked the
union offices& of Sen-Raléigh Employees Union (SREU) at Nadiha,
Kannyapur, &sansol. Immediately a-ftef this attack,’police came and
arrested 35 workers and wives of two workers. Mrs. Juthika Ray,
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Teacher was also arrested. The union office was placed under police~
guard. Subseguently the rowdies. of Congre~ss(R) occupied the office
of SREU situated in the own building of the union. The ro wdies re-
moved the name-plate of SREU and hanged the name-pIate of the Union
of Conpress(R). 4bout 800 wo rkers - members of SREU and their faml-
lies were evicted from Sgn-Raleigh township.

The factory was reopened on 31lsf March 1972 following a tripar-
tite agreement. Reopening ceremony was performed by Chief Minister
of West Bengal. But the union office of SREU was not vacated.

&

When the agreement was signed on 27.3.1972, the Labour Minister of i ..

West Bengal promised that the union office would be vacated and
handed over to SREU. But, the union office is still in occupation
of Congress rowdies.

The rowdies are using the office ofSREU as a tortute chamber.
46 workers were severely beaten.

In the first phase of resumption of wo rk after reopening of the
factory, 1500 workers were asked to report to their duties. But 80
leading workers &f SREU, out of 1500 were physically prevented by
the rowdies from entering into factory. 67 workers and their fami-
lies gre still not allowed to live in their quarters.

ATTACK ON COLLIERY WORKERS :

On 12th March 1972, the Central Office of the Colliery Mazdoor
Sabha of India (CITU) situated a-t Sishubagan, Raniganj, was
attacked by 30/35 Yuba Congress and Chatra Parishad's men and some
anti-snciagl elements at 11 a2.m.

On 13th March,'72, the Union's Red Flag was burnt at &ictory
Colliery by the men'>f Youth Congress.

On 17th March,'72 and 19th March,'72, twice the Dacoitiees have

been committed a2t East Jambad Colliery's workers quarters and canteen.

The dacoites told that they would stop comitting dacoities provided
that workers disaffiliated from Colliery Mazdoor Sabha of India
(Lal Jhanda). ~

On 25th Mgrch,'72, Jamuria Police raided the quarters of Ramadhar
Singh Jogrupan, Sripat Rajbhar and Saharat and assaulted eight
sleeping Muslim workers for nothing with butts of gun at Toposi
Calliery. _

On 26th Ma rch,'72,some Congress Youths of Toposi and Jotejanki,
along with some other .Yuba Congress ele mentd of Raniganj and Ukhra
along with two known antisocial elements namely Mongla Singh and
Manager Singh suddenly ente red into the pay counter in the morning
and started throwing bombs towards the workers' qugrters. This
continued for half an hour. Out of panic, the workers had to stop
taking payments and left the guarters. When the stocks of bombs etc.
were finished then only they left.

On 26th lMarch,'72,some Yuba Congress elements of Chakdola village
did the ssme thing in Krishnanagar Colliery.

On 30th March,'72, Jamuna Singh, and Trijogi Narain Sukla etc.
of Congress (R) along with two car loads of armed personnels entered
into the Nageswar Satgram Colliery workers guarters and threatened
the workers that if the workers did not disaffiliats themselves from
the Colliery Mazdoor Sabha of India by next Saturday, they would be
shot down and assaulted by the gangsters maintained by Trijogil
Narain Sukla.

3lrost dailies, members of Youth Congress (R), of Bahula village
along with »ne Panchanan Dutta have been threatening our trade union
workers namely Baldeb Choudhury, Bondhu Gope, Tarapada, Soraj and
others with these works that if they did not join Congress (R) union,
therr v 1 - Bo cither put ‘behind the bar or they would be assaulted.

~
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Recently Shri Dhanik Thakur, President of the J.K.Nagar Colliery
branch of CIBS along with other Trade Union leader of J.K.Nager
Factory weré arrested on false complaints. In order to create panic
amongst the other workers, they were assaulted in presence of hundred
of workers. Dhanik Thakur drew on amount of Rs.900/- from Co-ope-
rative. The Police took gway the amount.

None of the colliery owners (210 mines) paying variable
“““D.&. or wages and other facilities as per CoalWage Board to their
workmen. 30 thousand workmen were retrenched from the collieries
within last one year. No new recruitment was made since last one
year s Now M/s. Equitable Coal Co.Ltd. and other big and small
collieries are not even paying earned wages to the workmen
regularly.

ATTACK ON THE WORKERS IN HOOGHLY DISTRICT ¢

. In Kesoram Rayon Factory 4 workers agre detained under
MIS4 and 20 workers are under =rrest on variogs false charges.
After the election, Sri &4jit Bhowmick, Joint Secretary of Cal ol
affiliated Union, was kidnapped and seriously assaulted.

In Tribeni Tissue Factory, the offi ce of C.I.T.U. affi-
liated Union was forcibly occupied by the Congress rowdies.
The General Secretary of the Union was zssaulted and members
of the C.I.T.U. Union were forced to sign membership form of
the Union of Congress (R).

The rowdies of Congress (R) attacked the workers of Hind
Motor Works, Uttarpara on 15.3.1972 in presence of Dr.Gopal Das
Nag, now Labour IMinister of West Bengal, Biman Nandi, Subhas
Chandra Deb,Sritosh Badya and Sunil Chowdhury ~ leading workers
of Hindusthan Motor Workers (C.I.T.U.). On 18.3.1972, the
rowdies attacked the Union office of Hindusthan Motor Workers
Union, destroyed the telephone and Union records.

ATTACK ON TEACHERS :

School Teachers in different districts are being prevented
from joining their duties at schoonls under threat and intimi-
dation of being killed. From hundred of teachers resignation
letters have been collected under duress. & list »f some such
schohols and teachers is submitted herewith.

TEACHERS 4ND NON-TEACHING STAFF OF THE
FOLLOWING SCHOOLS ARE AFFECTED :

Name of the District Name of the School No .of affected
v Teachers &
Non-teaching
staff
1 2 3

Caleutts @ Tollygunge &snkenagar Vidyapith
Belisghata Deshabandhu H.S.
Schoonl (Boys) :
Beliaghata Deshabandhu H.S.
School (girls)
- Bani Vidyamandir : =
Deshabandhu Bidyapith »
Beliaghata Santi Sangha Vidya-
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Calcutta Narikeldanga Jr.High School
Narikeldanga High &chool (Boys)
‘df)-: (Girls)
dzadgarh Balika Vidyalaya
Gandhi Colony H.S.Schonl (Girls)

108 et e 2 B e

-1 forci-

"bly resign- -«
edi N
Forcibly
resigned.

Gandhi Colony H.S.School (Boys)
Bapujinagar H.S.School

Silpakala Vidyamandir
Sahid Smriti Vidyalaya

AN HE

-4 forei-

bly resign

: ed. >
Bejoygarh Vidyapith

Kendra Mahendra Vidyalaya

Paikpara Raja lManindra School
Maharaja Cossimbazar Poly.Instn.
Naktala High Schnol ‘
Sammilita Udbashtu Balak Vidyalaya -1 forcibly
resigned.

H O WhHDOH

Ultadanga United H.S.Scho»nl

24-Parganas : Uttar Dum Dum &lipur Jr.High s
Schonl
Bandipur Ideal Academy
Kalayannagar Vidyaptih
Pansila Desha bagndhu Vidyapith
Tir tha Bharati Sikshayatan
Uttar Rabindranagar Vivekananda
Jr ;High School
Sibtala Jr.High Schonl
Rajpur Vidyanicdhi H.S.Schonl
Harinavi V.D.V.M.School
Dzkshin Hzbra High School
Habra Bani Niketan
Uttar Dum Dum Navajiban Vidyamandir
Shyamaprasadnagar High Scho»l
Kanchrapara High School
Halisehar High Schosl

-Forcibly
resigned
Kanchrapara Indian Girls'School
Kancharapara P2ly.Girls Schonl
Kanchrapara Harnett H.S.School
Shyamanagar Kanticharan H.S.
Schonl
Gurdah Rishi Aurobinda High /
Schoonl
Sodepur High Scho»nl
Panihati Taraknath High Schodl
Karmadaksha Chandrachur H.S.
School
Khardah Sibnath High Schonl
Kalyannagar Co-op.Colony H.S.
School
Deshbandhunagar Boys High School
Ghols Jr.High Scho»nl
Birati High School
Bisharapara High Scho»l
Dum Dum K.K.Hindi High Scho»nl
3 Chittaranjan Colony Hindu Vidya- -
e ; pith ~Forcibly
: : resigned. *
Habra Suri High School
.Kamalapur Kamsla Vidyapith

. =
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24-Parganas
(Contd.)

Hooghly

Howrahi:

Nadia :

Burdwan :

Conch Behar

W.Linajpur

Sinthi R.B.T. High School
Madhyamgram Boys' High Schonl
Nimta High Schonl

Ramnagar High School
Kanchrapara R.P.High Schonl

Balagarh High School
Bhonpur Jajneswar High Schonl
Teghara Jr .High School

Durgapur Pallimangal Vidyemandir

Bamangachi Sri 4urobinda Jr.
High School

Bhatora Union High Schonl

Baneswarpur High School
Pritinagasr Bhudeb Smriti Vidyapith

Memari Girls' High Schnnl

.Kanchannagar N.4 .High Scho»nl

Kurrmun High Schoonl
Jahannagar Kumarananda High Scho»nl
Bagnapara High Schoonl

Biruha S8.C.Vidyalaya

Kalna Ambika M.M.High School
Jaykrishnapur Jr.High Schonl
Begampur Union Instn.

Ban Nabagram High Schonl
Bhita. M.P.Instn.

Shyamsundar Ramlal Academy
Kishorekona N.&.High School
Hatgobindapur High Schpol
Sadda High Scho»>l

Banpass Sikshayatan

Barsul C.D.C.High School
Paharhati G.M.High School

Rambhola High School
Kaliyaganj Parbati Sundari High
School
Ao N D)

Many other Schonls.

Kok ko % koK _ koK%
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SEN RALEIGH EMPLOYEES' UNION
Regd. No. 2799

CAMP : 87, Apcar Garden, 21st March, 1972.

ASANSOL, Burdwan.

The Secretary,

Labour Department,
“overnment of West Bengal,
Writers' Buildings,

Calcutta—-1.

Re : RE-OPENING OF SEN-RALEIGH, ASANSOL.

Dear Sir,

We
whereln
Chamber
opening

In

refer to the letter No. 814/Cord/LC, dated 20th March, 1972,
we have been advised to attend a tripartite meeting in the
of Labour Minister on 22nd March, 1972, at 3 p.m. on re-
Sen-Raleigh factory at Asansol.

the meeting held before the Labour Commissioner on 20th March

1972, we reiterated our views on the proposed draft of the Company
in the following terms

=

In

We would not accept any proposal for retrenéhment or
reduction of staff in any form.

We do not accept the proposal of the Company for increas-
ing the work-load.

Fixation of norms regarding production should be decided
ornn the basis of full agreement between the workmen and
the management. '

Compensation for the closure period should be paid to the
workmen at the rate of Rs. 100/- (Rupees one hundred) ad-hoc
Flus full salary/wage (i.e. basic wage and D.A.) from
lovember, 1971. The factory was to re—open in November,

1971 and as it has been intentionally delayed by the
Management, the workers must not be made to suffer and

the demand has been framed accordingly. :

The normal earnings of the workmen should not be reduced
in any form or in any manner.

this connection we are confronted with the following deli-

berately created by Police, local Administration and INTUC elements

(a)

(b)

(e)

Executive Committee Members and Office-bearers of our Union
have been detained on various fabricated charges and as we
are unable to discugss at Executive Committee level on the
issues confronting the workmen.

The members and workers of our union have been forcibly driven
out from their houses in Sen-Raleigh Housing Project and the
union lesders are forcibly restrained from contacting the member
workmen. A terror has been created in the township and normal
peaceful life has become impogsible.

The Union office of Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union at Kanyapur and
its own building has been forcibly occupied by I.N.T.U.C. men,
the name plate of our Union has been removed and in its place
the name INTUC Union has been written and none of our Union
members and union officials are either allowed to enter into or
to use the Union Office. It is pertinent to mention here that
the land and Union building was purchased and constructed with
the funds of Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union and the said Sen-
"Raleigh Employees' Unicn is the cwner of this property. The
position is such that all our documents, Union letter-heads

are in the union office which we are unable to use.
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In the circumstances it is not clear to us as to whether our
Upion would be sllowed to consult the member-workmen the terms of
settlement and our Union would be allowed to function. You will
appreciate, if we are not allowed to meet the workers, on what basis.
we would sign the setllement.

This being the position, we feel, it is necessary that the
Government should prevail upon the Company to make it possible to arrive
gt an acceptable sctiilement and to take measure 30 that :

(i) We are allowed to meet our. member-workmen and the workmen are
_allowed freedom to 1live in the township and all arrested workers
are relegsed.

(ii) Our Union Office is vacated immediately by the INTUC men and
we are allowed to use our office.

We heve strong apprehension that following the agreement when
the factory re-opens, our member-workers will not be allowed to either
live in the township and resume their duties in the factory. We want
t0 know Government policy in this regard and want a firm assurance that
“hese difficulties confronting the workers would be removed and police
=nd local administration would be stopped from harassing the workers.

We would request you to place this letter before the Labour
tiinister. ;
Yours faithfully,
Sd/-~ Sunil Basu Roy

(SUNIL BASU ROY) e
General Seclretary.

ORDY. March 22, 1972.

1) PRIME MINISTER TELEGRAM
NEW DELHI

2) VV GIRI
PRESIDENT
NEW DELHT

3) RK KHADILKAR
LABOUR MINISTER
NEW DELHI

L) REPRESENTATIVE IN INDIA INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION
NEW DELHT

5) AK GOPALAN

L, ASOKE ROAD - 3

NEW DELHI

—— ——————— ——— ——— T— —— ————— — —— T— —— —{— o — T —— T —— . S, o~ T — —— —

CONGRESS (R) ROWDIES HAVE FORCIBLY OCCUPIED UNION OFFICE UNIONS OWN
BUILDING OF SEN-RALEIGH EMPLOYEES UNION AT KANYAPUR, SENRALEIGH
HOUSING PROJECT, ASANSOL (.) POLICE AND LOCAL ADMINISTRATION ARE
REHIND THIS CONSPIRACY (.) EIGHT HUNDRED WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
FORCED TO LEAVE THEIR HOUSES IN THE TOWNSHIP (.) 5000 MEN RENDERED
HOMELESS (.) WORKERS THREATENED OF MURDER BY CONGRESS (R) ROWDIES e
POLICE TERROR CONTINUES (.) NORMAL LIFE IMPOSSIBLE (.) ATTACKS
INTENSIFIED AFTER ELECTION (.) THIS SITUATION CREATED WHEN -SEN-

s
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RALEIGH WORKERS FIGHTING LAST ONE YEAR AGAINST CLOSURE OF FACTORY (.)
APPREHEND IF FACTORY REOPENS FOLLOWING PRESENT NEGOTIATION OUR UNION
VEMBERS WILL BE FORCIBLY RESTRAINED FROM REPORTING TO DUTIES (.) ALL
OFFICE BEARERS COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF THE UNION ARRESTED (.) TRADE UNION
ACTIVITIES COMPLETELY CURTAILED (.) URGE IMMEDIATE ACTION ONE TO STOP
TERROR AND ATTACK ON WORKERS TWO MEASURE TO REHABILITATE WORKERS AND
THEIR FAMILIES THIRD TO VACATE UNION OFFICE AND ALLOW SEN-RALEIGH
EIPLOYEES UNION TO USE IT FOURTH ENSURE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF WORKMEN
(.) COPY ENDORSED TO PRESIDENT INDIA AND ILO REPRESENTATIVE IN INDIA.

ECRETARY CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS
WEST BENGAL COMMITTEE

SEN-RALEIGH EMPLOYEES' UNION
(Regd. No. 2799)
Nadiha, Kanyapur, Asansol.

Camp : 87, Apcar Garden,
: Asansol.

27th March, 1972,
{ne Labour Minister, ;
Fovernment of West Bengal,
Writers' Buildings,

Calcutta. \

Re—-opening of Sen-Raleigh Factory
at Asansol.

oL,

We have submitted to you a copy of.-our letter dated 22nd March, 1972
. addressed to the Secretary, Labour Department and informed you that :

T Our Union Office i.e. the office of Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union
and its own building at Xanyapur, Sen-Raleigh Township, Asansol
has been forcibly occupied by INTUC men and we are neither allowed
to use the office nor we are allowed to go there.

e About 800 workers and members of our union and their family members

have been forcibly evicted from Sen-Raleigh Housing Project and we —
have grave apprehension that our workers will be prevented from
reporting to duties if the factory re-opens following the present
negotiations. The workers are being threatened with murder if they
try to enter into the township.

In the circumstances, we seek your direct intervention so that

(2) Our Union Office and Union building is vacated by INTUC men and
we are allowed to use the office.

(b) The workers evicted from Sen-Raleigh Housing Project are allowed
to live in their quarters.

No worker is prevented from reporting to duties 'when the factory
Te-opens.

{a) lttacks, assaults, threats and intimidation is stopped and our
nember-workmen are allowed to live in peace. -
You assured us on 22nd March, 1972 that you would talk to the
IMTUCmen in this regard. We hope, you have already talked to them.
‘le urge upon you to take immediate measure to safety and security of
the wotkers and restore normal trade union functioning in Sen-Raleigh



factory at Asansol.
Yours faithfully,

Sd/- Sunil Basu Roy

(Sunil Basu Roy)
General Secretary.

SEN-RALEIGH EMPLOYEES' UNION
AffiYiated to 0.1 7.0,
Redg. No. 2799

Camp : 87, Apcar Garden, - Asansol
Phone ASL - 3223, <3

The Labour Minister, L 15, e

Government of West Bengal, v
Writers' Buildings,

calcutta-1.

Sir,

Further to our letters dated 21.3.72 and 27.3.72 on Sen-Raleigh
cituation we wish to draw your attention to the present state of affairs
there which has worsened since re-opening of the factory. In this
connection, we wish to draw your attention the following letters :

1) S.R.E.U/72/1 d%. 15.4.72

11; e O R R TAT £ e R 12.4.72 (addressed to the Labour Secretary)
1iPP SR E. U/ 12/ ~dhs Bt
iv) A-telegram sent to the Laoour Sacretary ey o TR T R 0.5 2
N O T dt. 25 u 72 A{Sent to the Labour Secretary)

Wherelp, developmenus gsince re-opening of the factory have been
stated in details for Decessary action.

But, nothing has been done as yet to improve the situation. The
following facts highlight the present situation, namely

1) The office of Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union at Nadiha, Kanyapur,
Asansol is housed in its own building constructed on land purchased by thhe
Union. It is, since 16th March, 1972 under illegal and forced possessioy
of the Ruling Congressmen. Insplte of your assurance that the said offifce
would be vacated by the Ruling Congressmen and Sen-Raleigh Employees?;
Union would not be hindered from functioning from its own cffice. Youxy
assurance have been flouted by the Ruling Congressmen. Since re-openimg
of the factory, the Ruling Congressmen, who are armed, are using thef saicd
oiffice bulldlng as a torture chamber to beat the worx kerq and extract
Letters ect. in favour of I.N.T.U.C. A sort of'Closed-shop' system ifs 4
being introduced under cover of a reign of terror to impose the I. NLT.U.C.
Union on the workers. }
¢

2) During these days since re-opening of the factory, numerous
~orkers have been beaten, tortured, humiliated by the Ruling Congyressmen
:% the point of fire—-arms and othe% weagpons. Some were dragged out from
the duty bus and beaten in the Union building, some on the street), and |
nany. were beaten in their own quarters. Information about these incidents

a«e been sent to the local authority, the management and the government.
The gituation has so worsened that even the factory is not safe foxr the
'orkers. The management, it appears, have "surrendered" their right to .
*hesb men who are armed and often found to be non-employees. On 17.4.72
tanjit Poddar, Narendra Dutta and one other worker were subjected to the
;ald experience.
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3) Most of $he workers and their families who left the Housing
Project area on 21.2.72 and thereafter could not as yet return due to
the said reasons.

L) By now it has become common knowledge that some 100 to 200.
workmen belonging to-Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union including office
bearers, Executive Committee members would not be allowed to join their
duties. That it is fact is confirmed in a newsitem that appeared in the
Business Standard Section of Hindusthan Standard dated 18.4.72. It can-
not happen unless both the management and the Ruling Congress are in
collussion in the matter.

This contravences the tripartite agreement dated 2T a5 12

5) The above circumstances prove it beyond doubt that the right and
freedom to form a Trade Union, to be a member of a Trade Union of One's
own choice, to carry on Trade Unicn activities without any restraint,
obstruction whatsoever are being totally derived to the workers in
general, and to this union in particular.

As a result, this union finds it impossible to participate in
the matter of implementation of the Triparties Agreement dated 27.3.72.

6) The Tripartite Agreement is being vialated by the management
in the matter of operating plea which should have been on the pre-closure
vattern. The Govermment, a party to this Agreement stands committed to
ensuring its implementation. But, it has, so far, failed.

We, therefore, deman

normalcy, law and order in the Kanyapur

1) Restore peace,
. Sen-Raleigh Limited, its adjoining Housing Project

pe

undertaking of li/s

and the villages.
2) Guarantee, safety and security for all.

3) Ensure immediate return of its office building and premises
t0 Sen-Raleigh IEmployees' Union situated at Nadiha, Kanyapur, Asansol.

L) Restore Trade Union Rights and guarantee full freecdom for
its exercige. :

5) Stop gangsterism, armed or not.
6) Arrest culprits.

, ensure proper implementation of the Tripartite
7.3172. ; ;

7) And, thus
Agreement dated 2

Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union is trying its level best to properly
implement the Tripartite Agreement dated 27.3.72 but the said circumsta-
nces are preventing it from doing so. Success of these disruptive and
splitting forces would endanger the Pripartite Agreement dated 27.3.72.

Please take immediate steps.
Yours faithfully,

Sd/- Sunil Basu Roy

( Secretary ) >
c.c. The Labour Secretary, j
_ Govt. of W. Bengal, Writers' Buildings, Calcutta-1.
c.C. The Joint Labour Commissioner, Govt¥. of W. Bengal,
New Secretariat Building (11th Floor)
1, Kiron Sankar-Roy Road, Calcutta-1.
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c.c. The General Secretary, West Bengal Committee, C.l.T.U.,
24,9, Bipin Behari Ganguli Street, Calcutta-12.

c.c. The Genreral Secretary, Federation of Metal & Engineering .
Workers' Unions, 249, B. B. Ganguly Street, Calcutta-1i2.

CeCe Mr, Abhijit Sen, '

Mg. Director,

1, Middieton’ Street (Jeevan Deep) Cal-16. . :
c.c. The Convenor, Sen-Raleigh Group T.U. Co-ordination Committee,
Calcutta. '

~ For information and necessary
action please.

Sd/- Sunil Basu Roy,
Secretary.

Joint Statement issued by Sri Kamal Sarkar,
Secretary, CITU, West Bengal Committee,

Sri Matish Roy, Secretary, UTUC, West Bengal
Committee, Sri Fatick Ghosh, Secretary, UTUC
(Lenin Sarani), West Bengal Committece and
Sri Prasanta Das Gupta, Secretary, Trade
Union Co-ordination Centre.

————————— —— —— — ——— ———— — — —— —— — ———— " — T— — — " — f—— S (e S,

"Congress (R) gangsters have forcibly occupied the office and own
building of Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union ( C I T U ) at Kanyapur,
Asansol. It is most surprising that even after the present Chief
Minister and Labour Minister of West Bengal visited Sen-Raleigh
Factory a2t Kanyapur, the gangsters are in occupation of the Union
Oifice and own building of CITU affiliated Sen-Raleigh Employees'
Union. About 300 activists of SREU have been forcibly prevented from
cither to stay in Sen-Raleigh Township or to report to their job in
the factory. - : :

Dr. Gopal Das Nag the Labour Minister assured the representatives
of Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union on 27th Msrch, 1972 that the office and
suilding of the Union would be vacated and normal Trade Union function-—
ing would be guaranteed.

Sri Sidhartha Shankar Roy, the Chief Minister was also informed .
in this regard on 31st March, 1972 when he visited Sen-Raleigh Factory.
But uptill now the Union Office and Building of S.R.E.U. has not been
vacated and the Union activities have not been allowed to resume duties.

We strongly condemn this gangsterism encouraged by the Govermment and
demand that -

(a) the Union-office and building of S.R.E.U. be immediately
wacated by Congress (R) gangsters, :

(b) all workers be allowed to resume their duties and to stay
in Sen-Ralelgh Township, and . 4

(¢) normal trade union functioning be guaranteed.

We also demand that immdiatc measure should be taken to vacate all
other Union offices forecibly occupied by Congress (R} gangsters and to
guarantee normal Trade Union functioning with full freedom." :

Dot 15th Aprils 1972,

The News Editor,

for favour of publication/circulation. %
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Sri Md., Ismail, M.P. Prcsident &
Sri Monoranjan Roy, M.P., General Secretary of Ol T U5
¢ West Bengal Committee.

Sri Jatin Chakravarty, President, and
Sri Nikhil Das, General Secretary, U.T.U.C.,
West Bengal Committee.

Sri'Subodh Banerjee, President, and
Sri-Fatik Ghosh, General Secretar%, U.T.U.C. (Lenin Sarani),
West Bengal Committee,

Sri Prasanta Das Gupta, General Secretary, and
Dr. Kanai Bhattacharya, President of Trade Unions Co-ordination Centre.

Dated, Calcutta, The 8th April, 1972.

We are seriously concerned about the large scale offensive started
by Congress (R) gangsters immediately following the rigged Election,
against Trade Unions and democratic organisations in West Bengezl,
with direct help of Police, CRP and Administration: In parading
their fraudulent electoral victory, Congress (R) gangsters have
resorted to most severe armed action tc crush all political, trade
union, student and mass organisstions opposed to Congress (R).

Thile this attack is a continuation of the semi-Fascist terror
created in West Bengal before the election, we note with concern
tnat C.P.I. leadership, who were in partnership with Congress (R) in
+the election, are connieving at the gangsters and directly extending
support to all these criminal attacks against democratic rights of
the people. :

About 30 workers and supporters of Left Political Parties have
heen killed after the election. About 20,000 workers of the Left
> Tront Parties and their families have been forcibly cvicted from
various areas.’

J

Congress (R) gangsters are forcibly occupying Union offices and
capturing Unions of CITU, TUCC, UTUC and UTUC (Lenin Sarani). The
Union Office of Jessop Mazdoor Union, the Union Office and Union
building of CITU affiliated Sen-Raleigh Employees' Union at ASANSOL
and the Zonal Office of UTUC at Paikpara, a number of Union Offices
of TUCC at Barasat, among others are still occupied by Congress (R)
rowdies. A number of Union Offices have been burnt and looted. In
about 300 offices, factories, coal mines and tea-gardens, trade union
functioning has been stopped by the armed gangs. The workers are
forced to join the Unions of Ruling Congress in Baranagar, Dum-Dunm,
Beliaghata, Belghoria, Tollyganj, Noapara, Titagarh, Asansol, Durgapur,
Raniganj and other places and those who refuse are assaulted and
prevented from joining their duties. Even workers are attacked inside
“he factories. Hundreds of Union organisers and activists are

4 “oreibly stopped from reporting to their work in Jessop factory, Jay
Engineering Works, Sen-Raleigh, Hindusthan Development, Calcutta State
Transport, Hindusthan Iron & Steel Co., Sudsons and tens of other
factories and offices. As a result they are out of earning.

The workers who are unable to report to their duties are
retrenched on the plea of unauthorised absence.

The rowdies are being given employment to terrorise the workers
inside factories and to disrupt the organised Unions. The rowdies
are extracting money from the workers/%mployees by forece.

The employers, taking full advantage of the situation, are using
the rowdies to terminate the services of key organisers of established
Jnions and to deprive the workmen of their rights and entitlements.
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To suppress the protest of the workers, the leading Trade
Union Cadres and leaders have been detained without trial and also
arrested after implicating them in false cases. ZEven Trade Union
leaders are not allowed to contact or address the workers.

The State Administration, specially Labour Department, is
acting as an adjunct of Congress (R) and ignores the established
practice and law in boosting up the Unions of the Ruling Party.

When the people refuses to bear the burden of economic crisis
the Capitalists are trying to transfer, Congress (R) has organised
this gangsterism to crush militant Trade Unions in order to provide
full freedom to the Employers to take away the established rights,
increase workload, reduce wage and to extract more profit. It is
in this background the fundamental right to form and function

Associations and Unions is under attack. If this trend is not
effectively fought out, it will not be confined to West Bengal alone.

! The policy set in motion in West Bengal to crush political
parties and suppress all political views cpposed to Congress (R) is
2 Pascist tendency and portends far reaching consequence endangering
the very existence of democracy in India. If this tendency of the
Ruling Party is not stopped by the united struggle of the working
class and the people, it will roll on gathering strength finally
engulfing the whole of India.

Wi DEMAND :

1. Trade Union rights should be restored, freedom to form
Associations and Unions should be guaranteed.

2. Attacks on Trade Unions and workers/employees should be
stopped and all workers/employees should be given protection
to report to their duties and to work in peace.

3, Effective measures should be taken to curb the gangsters and
rowdies of Congress (R) and Trade Union offices occupied by
them should be immediately vacated.

i, Forcible collection from workers/employees in-any form should
be stopped and complete freedom of Trade Union functioning
ghould be restored. 2

5. The method adopted to capture the Unions with the help of °
gangsters and also to force the workers/employees to join the
Unions organised by the Ruling Party should be stopped.

6. All workers/employces arrested should be immediately released
and all warrants issued and police cases instituted against
workers/employees should be withdrawn.

T, All attempts to reduce wages and earnings of the workers/
employees, or to increase work-load and reduce complement
should be stopped.

8. The Labour Department should cease to function as an adjunct of
Congress (R) in boosting up their unions to the detriment of
Left Trade Uniongs and the interest of the workmen.

. We call upon the working class and all sections of democratic
people and all Trade Unions and democratic organisations in West Bengal
irrespective of their political views, to unitedly resist this offensive
of the Ruling Party on the Trade Unions and democratic rights of the
people and to resolutely fight for the freedom to work for associations
and unions of ones own choice.

-We also appeal to the working class and democratic people in
other States and to the Central Trade Union organisations in India to
realise the gravity of the situation and to stand in support of the
neople of West Bengal to defend democracy and the right to form Unions
and Associations. g
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PRESS HANDOUT = CXULCUTTA APRIL 20, 1972.

PRESS CONFERENCE jointly addressod /Sri Monoranjan Roy, M.P., General
Secretary, C.I.T.U.; West Bengal Committee,
Sri Jatin Chakraborty, President, U.T.U.C., W.B.Committee,
Sri Fatik Ghosh, General Secretary, U.T.U.C. (Lenin Sarani),
West Bengal Committee, and
Sri Arabinda Ghosal of Trade Union Co-Ordination Centre.

The Ruling Congress, after the Election held on 11th March,1972, has
launched a full-scale offensive to crush militant Trade Unions in West Bengal
and to forcibly impose upon the workers and employees the Unions of Congress (R).
Gangsterism has heen introduced in full scale to bvert trade unions and .
suppress trade union movement. The basic democrafst right to form '"Unions and
Associations" and to function them with freedom is under attack. The working
class was never confronted with such attacks in any State in India after
Independence. .

30 people- were murdered after the Election. About 20,000 people are
in prison and arrest warrants are pending against over one lakh workers and
leaders of democratic movement.

The Ruling Congress has adopted Fascist method which portends far reach-
ing consequence endangering the very existance of democracy in India. If this
tendency of the Ruling Party is not stopped by the united struggle of the working
class and democratic people, it will not be. confined to West Bengal only.

‘The gangsters and local rowdies of Congress (R), with direct help from
police,  C.R.P. and Administration are openly attacking the workers with bombs,
pistols and other flre-arms and capturing the Unions. The method adopted is as

follows

(1) Forcibly occupying Union Offices of C.I.T.U., U.T.U.Ce, U.T.U.C.(Lenin
Sarani) and T.U.C.C. Specific cases t—= Jessop Mazdoor Union, Dum Dum,
Sen-Rzaleigh Employees Union, Asansol, A.V.B. Employees Union, Durgapur,
Regional Offices of U.T.U.C. at Paikpara and margram, Office of T.U.C.C.
at Barasat, the Cffice of U.T.U.C. (Lenin s ni) at Budge-Budge, and many
more such instances may be quoted. }

(2) Union Offices Looted and Records destroyed Specific Cases ¢
Hindusthan Steel Employees Union, Durgapur, Jessop Mazdoor Union, Dum-Dum,
Calcutta State Transport Employees Union and many others.

(3) Forcibly preventing functicning of Union Offices ¢ About 300 Unions are
affected in entire Barrackpore Industrial Belt, Sonarpur, Jadavpur, Tolly-
gunge, Beliaghata (North & South), Maniktolla, Cos31pore, Belgachia, Durgapur,
Ranigwnj;. Burdwan, Shaktigarh, Asansol, Nagrakata,{in Jalpaiguri Dist.) etc.

'(4) Forcing the workers to join Unions of Congress (R). Those who refuse to
join the Unions of Congress (R) are assanlted and prevented from reporting
to duties. The workers are forced to sign Bond purported to be tendering
voluntary resignation from their own Unions and joining the Unions of
Congress (R).

(5) Forcibly collecting money from the workers. Those who refuse to pay money
to the rowdies are assaulted and threatened with murder. In many places like
Durgapur, workers are asked to pay money for their "ATMA SUDHI" (Self-
Purlflcatlon) for remaining so long members of the Unions other than that of
Congress (R).

(6) Workers and their families are forcibly evicted from their houses, their
houses are looted and burnt.

(7) The Leaders and Organisers of Unions of C.I.T.U., U.T.U.C., U.T.U.C. (Lenin
Sarani) and T.U.C.C. are evicted from their housges, forcibly prevented from
reporting to duties and toc meet the workers.

Even workers are attacked inside the Factories. The rowdies are being
given employment by the Management to terrorise the workers inside the
factories and to disrupt the Unions. The workers who are unable to report
to. their duties due to threats and intimidation, are retrenched on the plea
of unauthorised absence. The employers are taking full advantage of the
situation to deprive the workmen of their rights and entitlements.

In various factories wage of workers has been reduced and service:
benefits have been curtailed.
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s The rowdies are told by the employers that if they could prevent the

- workers from reporting to their duties, they,the rowdies, would be given employ-
ment in place of the workers. Communal tension is deliberately created to
incite one section of workers against the other and to disrupt the unity of the
working class. ‘ ;

Police and Administration instead of taking action against the gangsters
and rowdies; are arresting the innocent workers who are attacked by the rowdies.
The Labour Department is acting as an adjunct of the Congress {R) and ignoring
the accepted rules and procedures are boosting up the Unions of Congress (R).

When people are struggling against most acute unemployment, high prices
and the burden of taxation, the Ruling Congress has intensified the attack to
dislodge the movement of the people and to provide full freedom to the capitalists
to reduce wage, increase workload and to extract more profit in order to transfer
the burden of the economic crisis entirely on the people. 4

We strongly denounce the Ruling Congress for the situation created in
West Bengal and demand that s ;

1) Trade Union rights showld be restored, freedom to form Associations and
Unions should be guaranteed.

2) Attacks on Trade Unions and workers/employees should be stopped and all
workers/employees should be given protection to report to their duties and
to work in peace. , §

3) Effective measures should be taken to curb the gangstersand rowdies of
Congress (R) and Trade Union Offices occupied by them should be immediately
vacated. : :

4) Forcible collection from workers/employees in any form should be stopped and
complete freedom of Trade Union functioning should be restored.

5) The method adopted to capture the Unions with the help of gangsters and.also
to force the workers/employees to join the Unions organised by the Ruling

Party should be stopped. 1
6) All workers/employees'arrested should be immediately released and all
warrants issued and police cases instituted against workers/emplpyees
should be withdrawn.
7) All attempts to reduce wages and earnings of the workers/emplqyées, or to
increase work-load and reduce complement should be stopped.
8) The Labour Department should cease to function as an adjunct of Congress (R)
in boosting up their Unions to the detriment of Left Trade Unions and the
interest of the workmen. :
%) We dall.upon the working class and the people of West Bengal to defend
their rights and Trade Unions at all costs and to resolutely pursue their
atruggle on the demands for
(a) Ejther Jjob or unémployment benefit for unemployed persons,
(b) Reduction of price and tax burden, :
(¢) Wage-rise commensurate with rise in prices. E

We appeal to all Trade Unions and democratic organisations in West Bengal.
irrespective of their political views, to unitedly resist the offensive of
the Ruling Party on the Trade Unions and democratic rights of the people and
to resolutely fight for the freedom to work for Associations and Unions of
ones own choice and for realisation of the burning economic demands of the
people. '

Woe also appeal to the working class and the democratic people in other
States and to the Central Trade Union Organisations in India to realise the
gravity of the situation and to stand in support of the people of West Bengal
to defend DEMOCRACY and the right to form Unions and Associations.
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JOINT APPEAL BY C I T U West Bengal Committee,

UTUC West Bengal Committee, UTUC(Len Sarani),

West Bengal Committee and Trade Union Co-ordination
Centre :

April 20, 1972.
To:
# @ 09 0 % 8 © 008 00 89 06 0o e a0

e o 60000 08000000

Dear Comrades, :
WA-Y DA Y-RALLY - 31972,

We are going to observe May Day this year by holding a
Joint Rally on lst May at the Shaheed Minar Maidan,Calcutta
at 4 p.m. and invite you and the members of yo ur Organisation
and constituent Units to join it en-masse to make it a success.

Mey Dag this year is going to be' observed in a situation
of unprecedented terror when on the one hand the econom®c

of the common people
extstenc-e/is compdetely shattered due to acute un-employment,
abndrmal rise in prices and high taxation and on the other hand
the ruling party has launched a full scale offensive after the
election to‘suppress trade union and democratic rights of the
\ people. . :

: While the situation demands all embracing unity of the
working class and the democrgtic people to defend the basic

A trade Hnion and democratic rights, we appeal to you to join

our May Day Rally as a step to united struggle in the coming
Days. '

Y o0 nr b frabserna iy

. L€L71‘£3—°L“ZQIM A EECL£§§\CSQLb¥VﬁMu&;L =
' (Monoranjan Rby) (Fat

in Chakraborty)
.CITU West Bengal UTUC West Bengal
Committec. ' :

r Comm®ttee
:%égXxO§J%J : CLmewiég%i%eﬂigﬁ

FATICK GHOSH ) (ARABINDA GHOSAL)
». UTUC (Lenin Sarani) P 1.0 L :
West Bengal Committee -
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CE N TRE OF INDIAN TRADE U OST-0 NG é;ZL
172, Lenin Sarani : Calcutta - 13. L
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Working Committee Meeting
New Delhi, 2k - 26th April, 1972.

Explanatory Note to the Statement of
Accounts for the year 1971.

15 In the Income and Expenditure account the Miscellaneous
expenses are as R.5,125.91. The amount includes the
following expenditure:-

Bs. 1594.00 - Expenses in connection with the meeting of
the General Council held at Coimbatore on
11 - 1% June, 1971.

Bs. 250.00 - Contribution paid to the Convenors Group
constituted by Delhi Convention held in
18 - 19 May, 1971.

Bs. 298.00 - Expenses during Office-bearers meeting and
Press Conferences.

Bs. 845.00 - Expenses on account of travelling and convey-
ance.

Rs.2138.91 - Other Sundry Expenses.

B.5125.91

2. In the Balance Sheet fixed asset of K.525.00 is shown on
account of a transister radio. The radio has since been
given as donation to the West Bengal State Committee of
CITU as per suggestion of the President and General
Secretary of the CITU, so this transistor belongs to the
West Bengal Committee of the CITU,

3 The accounts of The Working Class are included here since
in the early stage no separate account for the Jjournal
could be maintained. Separate account books have been kept

from January 1972.

P o

( Kamal Sarkar ) -
Treasurer.



D. P. SEN & CO.

CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE ULIONS Chartered Accountants.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1971.

EXPEND 1T

R R

Ho Bank Charges

it

Salaries and allowances
Printing and Stationery
Printing of "Working C1
Postage and Telegram
Miscellaneous Expenses
Electric Charges
Repairs

Rent

Telephone Charges

34,52

10,463.00

7,000, 44

ass" 3, Am: 25
¥ mm@ 51

m 125.91

:um 12

292.00

2,115.00

i wmo /i

Affiliation Fees to State Committees 50, orm 30

Books and Periodicals
Audit Fee
Depreciation

"800. 05
250.00
65%.50

84,526.31

8d/~ D.P.Sen & Co.
Chartered Accountants:

I NCOME: Bse P
w% Affiliation Fees 74,427.10
Sale of Publication 25171329
" Sale of "Working Class" w 320.39
" Miscellaneous Receipts g2
" Pakistan Flood Relief 125.00
" Interest from Bank 2,%416.70

Balance being excess of expenditurs
over income for the year transferred
to General Fund A

8,526,314

Sd/- Kamal Sarkar Sd/- P.Ramamurti

Treasurer: General Secretary:
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CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS /ACCOUNT FOR THE

EAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER,

D. P. SEN & CO.

\

Chartered Accountants.

1971.

RIE OB B s

To Balance as on 1st January 1971:

"

Cash in hand 525158
With Union Bank of Tndia:
On Savings Account No. 4256 100,614%.89

Affiliation Fees
Durgapur Fund

Sale of Publication
Miscellaneous Receipts
Pakistan Flood Relief
Sale of "Working Class"

Bank Interest

7, Hastings Street,

The 12th fipril,

S4/- D,P.Sen & Co,
Chartered fliccountants

+

Calcutta,
1972.

101,140.47
7% ,427.10
873021
2,171.29
58,12
125.00
5,320.39
2,416.70

19%,370.28

"

Committees

Durgapur Fund

AXY M B NT IS

By Affiliation Fees to State

Postage and Telegram
Miscellaneous Expenses
Telephone Charges

Stationeries

Salaries

Books and Periodicals

Electricity

Printing

Printing for "Working Class"

Repairs
Rent

Bank Charges

Apdit Fees
Transistor

Furniture and

Furniture

Typewriter
Balance as on 31st December 1971:
Cash in hand

Fittings:

184.50
390.00

1251595

With Union Bank of India:
On Savings Accounts:

Account No.4256  93279.33
Account ZO.mwm

972.90 ormmm.mw

On Current Account

(Working Class)

Sd/- Kamal Sarkar
Treasurer:

1079.19

Sd/~- P.Ramamurti

General Secretary:

Aw

50,948.30
13,005.80
1 mmw 51
m 125.91
132671
1,110.36
10, :mw 00
’800.05
472,12
5,890.08
wwdm: 25
202, oo
25949
3 mm
100.00

525.00

534.50

96,583.17

19%,370.28



Centre of Indian Trade Unions.

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER,

197 .

FUNDS AND LIABILITIES:

FUND S:

General Fund:
As per last account
Less: Excess of Expen-
diture over income

101,412.11

for the year 7.71 101,404.40
Durgapur Fund:
As per last account 5,214.36
Add: Collected during
the year 8, 213u21
13,929.57
Less: Paid during the
year 13,005.80 919.77
LIABILITIES::
For Audit Fees iR
4om 574.17
AUDITORS' REPORT
Examined the above with the Books, Records

and Vouchers produced to ug and found it in
accordance therewith.

Sd/- D.P.Sen & Co.

Chartered Accountants.
7, Hastings Street,
Calcutta.
The 12th April, 1972

PROPERTY AND ASSETS:

FIXED ASSETS:

Furniture and Fittings: At Cost 2,597.01
Add: Additions during the year um: S0 1278151
Less: Depreciation:
Upto last account izt
For the year 252,50 509.51 2272.,00
Typewriter: At Cost 2,195.45
Add: Additions during the year 350.00 2505.45
Less: Depreciation: ,
Upto last account 215 .45
For the year 229.00 Ll Lo 2061.00
Electric Installation: At Cost 820.00
Less: Depreciation:
Upto last account 82.00
For the year 73.00 _ 155.00 665 .00
Transister: At Cost 52b.i U0
Less: Depreciation for the year 79.00 4L46.00
Books: At Cost 258.70
Depreciation:
Upto last account 50.70
For the year 2100 71:70 187.00
5631.00
SECURITY DEPOSIT FOR TELEPHONE: As per last account 360.00
CASH AND BANK BALANCES @
In Hand 1254.98
With Union Bank of India:
On mm<wbmm :ooo¢5w O3seR9e 0
n nlnmmilml @:mmm 23
On Current booocbdAZwawzm Class ) 3070 19 © 96,583.17
102,57%.17

Sd/- Kamal Sarkar’

Treasurer:

od/~- P.Ramamurti
General Secretary:

& B

oSSR



CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS |
WORKING COMMIITEE MUBTING

New Delhi, April 24 - 26, 1972
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gplolution

The Workiné Committee cf the CITU pays its homage % the
vallent fighters of the working elass and the toiling pecple
¢f India who laid down their lives bznrlng police bullets and
abtacka of gangsters and hirelings oif the employers, the
Coagress(®) and other readtionary forces in the Couantry.

in West Rengal hundreds of leaders end cadres of the CITU
and other democratic orgenisetione were brutélly murdered during
the last two years. Com. Sunil Sen, Member of the Geaneral
Couneil of the CITU and prominent trade union leader of Dum Dum
was among those who fell a vietir to the assassin's dasggr.

The Working Committee of the CITU st agly candemns these
murdercus attacks and calls upor the Indian working cluss to
raise their powerful voice against these gruesome muriers, The
CITU takes a solemn pledge to carry forward the struggle with
more vigour %ill the tasks left unfinished by these martyrs are

ascomplished,

ON__CONDOLENCE

The wWorking Committee of the CIIU deeply mourné the untimely
death of Com., Rajen Sinha, Member of the Geuneral Council of the
CITU ané popular leader of the tea-garden workers of Horth Bengal.
It conveys its grief tc the bereaved memberalot his family.

The Working Commitbtes expresses its deep sorrow at the sad
demise of several activists of trale unioa and demooretic movemeants
during the last 10 months and pays homege to their memory. °*

-
D WD D - -



CENTRE OF ITNDIAN TRADE UNI OGNS ' <é§é;

WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING

New Delhi, April 24-26,'72.
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Resolution :
ON VIITNAM

The Working Committee of the CITU strongly condemns the U.S.
imperialism for the renewed aggression on North Vietnam with massive
air and naval bombings in 2 desperate attempt to save itself and its
puppet regime in South Vietnam from complete debacle at the mighty
blows of the shexcic people of ¥ietnam. The bombings of such a vast
magnitude with near neuclear weapons which surpass all previsous
records unless checked immediately underlines a serious danger of
escalation of the war and a great threat to the livesand liberties of
the peoples of the world particularly of South Bast Asia. The Nixon
administrations' sudden stoppage of Paris talks and further strengthen-
ing of the Seventh Fleet reveal its real criminal purpose.

The action of U.S. imperialism once again exposed itself as the
greatest enemy of the peoples of the world. The people of India have
got recent experience about U.S. imperialism in relation to Bangla Desh
freedom struggle.

The Working Committee greets the heroic people of Vietnam as well
as Cambodia and Laos, for their valiant resistance against this barbarous
aggression and simultaneously delivering shattering blows to the enemy
bringing nearer the complete liberation of South Vietnam and Indo-China,
The Working Class and the people of India draw tremendous inspiration
from these epic struggles of the people of Vietnam and express their full
confidence in the victory of their struggle.

The Working Committee congratulated the people of United States and
other countries for their world wide protest against U.S. imperialism and
support for the struggle of the Vietnamese people national unification.
This struggle has immensely helped the liberation of the Vietnam from the
yoke of U.S. imperialism.

The CITU welcomes the stand taken by the Government of India for
expressing its disapproval of the action of U.S. imperialism and calling
for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Vietnam. But the situation
demands more effective intervention on behalf of the Government of India
and the Indian people to stop this mass massacres of human lives and
wanton destructions of properties. The Government of India should take
positive steps to help the freedom fighters of Vietnam in all possible
mammer anf forthright give recognition to the Provisional Revolutionary
Government and sever all relations with the puppet Government.

The CITU calls upon the people of India and specially the working
class to raise their voice of protest and to mobilise unitedly throughout
the Country to denounce U.S. imperialism and demand the immediate stcppage
of bombings over North Vietnam, withdrawal of all its forces from the soil
of Vietnam and to express full solidarity with the glorious heroic people
of Vietnam.

The Working Committee appeals to all the Central Trade Unions of
India to ébserve unitedly throughout the country a Day for joint protest
against American aggression end for solidarity with the people of Vietnam.

F R KKK H KR



CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

Working Committee Meeting
New Delhi, April 24-26, 1972,

RESOLUTION ON L.I.C. EMPLOYEES STRUGGLE

The Working Committee of CITU sends its warm fraternal
greetings to 45,000 LIC employees for unitedly observing one
day strike and boycott on 25th April 1972 throughout India to
press their longstanding demands like recognition, bonus,
amenities, uniform holidays to building staff, reduction of
interest on hofise-building loans etc, and expresses firm
solidarity with them in their struggle.

The LIC employees who led a heroic fight against automation,
are again on the path of struggle and the Working Committee of
CITU is confident that they would demonstrate same zeal and unity
in successfully concluding the present phase of struggle.

The Working Committee of CIIU calls upon the working
elass of India to extend full support to the LIC employees in
their struggle and demands of the Government of India and L.I.C,
authorities to settle their demands immediately.
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CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIGONS

vorking Committee Meeting
New Delhi, 24-26 April 1972

RESOILUTICON ON "DELAY IN PUBLICATION
OF THIRD PAY COMMISSION
REPORT

The Working Committee of CITU notes with grave concern the
delay in publication of the report of the Third Pay Commission,
which neither the Commission nor the Government has been able
to justify. The Central Goveranment employees had, from the very |
beginning, were apprehensive of such delays and demanded that
the benefit of the recommendations, should be given from 1lst
February 1969 from which date such rise has become due in temms
of earlier decisions. Their fears have come true. Both the
conniilion end the Government have refused to give retrospective
_ effect to the interim relief. On one hand the Commission termed
the relief as "interim"” on the other it refused to let the old
principle of granting increase in D.A. in terms of the existing
order operate; thus the Commission is virtually acting as a
Dearness Allowance Commission and not as the Pay Commission, which
‘the Central Government Employees would demand it to be.

The policy of indirect taxation and deficit finaneing pursued
'tho Government of India, has already effected an unprecedented rise
in prices i.e. 14 points in one year. The meagure increase in money
value granted through two instalments of interim relief has not been
able to fully neutralise the erosion in real wage of the workers

(except only for those at the bottom) which has taken place since
2nd Pay Commission. The reliefs have thus in reality effected a
pay ocut on the Central Government Employees. Therefore the delay,
in publication of the Third Pay Commission report will only make
the condition of the employees more unbearable. It is now inoreeas-
ingly becoming clear that the Commission is acting as a tool in the
hands of the Government to keep down the wages of the Government
.E employees, while the wage structure 1h both the Private and public
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Sector has undergone a change since the aéyl of the Second Pay
Oonmiilion.

The Working Committee noted with dismay the failure of the
recognised unions to launch an effective protest against this
policy of the Government. Some organisations have observed some
nprotest Days" in this regard and let the matter rest., The CITU
is of the opinion that it is high time, that all the organisations
of the Central Government employees should unite and rise to a man
to demand immediate publication of the Commission's report. This
meeting of the Working Committee calls upon the Ceatral Goverament
employees to strive for unity in the ranks and launch a forceful
campaign in order to wrench their due benefits from the unwilling
hands of the Goverament.



CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

New Delhi, 24-26 April, 1972
Working Ccmmittee Meeting

ON_RICOGNITION OF TRADE UNIONS

This meeting of the Working Committee of CITU views with
grave ccncern the agreement reached between the INITC, AITUC
and HM3 on the issue of recognition of unions. These three
GCentral Trade Unions which have been holding meeting under the
auspices of the Government of Indiz for sometime past have
evolved a formula for recoganition of unions. This formule
in effect has given up the principle of recognition through
geeret ballot.

Recognition through secret ballot has long been & demand
of the militant trade union movement. The Goverament of India
bas been consistently refusing to sdopt this principle. The
AITUC end EMS who bad earlier 1aid stress on this principle
for over 2C years and who had pledged to fight for this prin-
ciple in the joint declaration of May, 1971 have now shemeless-
ly abendoned this principle and, ir ocollusion with INTUC, have
provided a handle to the Coverameant of India,for net implemente
ing it. |

These three organisations heve accepted the method of
verificaticn instead of ballot as the principle dasis of recog-
nitice. The decision of & judge appointed for this purpose
wi 1l be final and this simply means that it is a judge not the
workers who will decide the fate of the workers. The agreemeanl
has stipulated that & poll will be taken in cases where the
difference in verified membership is marginal, This in effect
would mean that in most of the cases, recogniticn will mol Dbe
decided by ballot. BExperience h&s shown thet verification
always favours the proemployer unicns, It has béen the exper-
jence of trade unions thst whenever the management arrives at :
an agreement with a union which is not truly representative of
the workers, it ceonot be implemented. It 4is only a union which
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is elected by Secret ballct thst can implement decisions.
effectively.

This meeting is, therefore, of the opinion that this under-
standing between the three Centrsl Trade ynions not only hits at
the root' of traede union demcerascy but &lsc is against the inter-
ests of the workers and thus pave the way for c¢less collaboration.

This meeting therefore, strongly condemns this understanding
and reiterates its demand that the secret ballot must be taken as
the only criterion for union recognition. This meeting pledges to
continue its fight to force the adoption of this pr nciple by the
Goverament.

This meeting appeals % the AITUC and HMS %o realise thelir
mistake and tc come forward to fight unitedly for the principle
of rstognition thrcugh secret ballot a prineinle for vhich they

had also stocd sc longe.



CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

VWorking Committee Meeting
New Delhi, April 24-26, 1972

RESOLUTION ON JUTE WORKERS STRIKE

The Working Committee of CITU sends it warmm greetings %o
2 lakh 50 thousand Jute workers of West Bengal and another 30
thousand Jute workers of Andhra Pradesh, Madhye pradesh and
Uttar pradesh for their resolve to commence an industry-wide
continuous strike with effect from 8th May 1972 cn tea point
demands including the demand for a minimum wage of R8.300/-,
and assures them full support in their struggle.

The Working Committee of CITU notes that inspite of the
consistent efforts of CITU affiliated Bengal Chatkal Wazdoor
Union and united effort of the unions of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(Lenin
Sarani) aand Trade Union Co-ordination Centre (Forward Bloo)in
jute industry in west Bengal, INTUC, AITUC and HMS unions have
not only refused to anncunce the strike decisjon unitedly but
in their separate strike notice have also revised and reduced
the demands of jute workers jointly finalised and agreed upon
earlier by the unions of all the Central Trade Unions.

While the jute employers are now making a yearly profii of
RS.6000/~- per worker, and the foreign exchange earaing from jube
products has jncreased from R3.189 orores in 13869-70 To R8.2389.850
erores in 197C-71 and in 1071-72 it 1s expected to far exceed
R8.300 orcres and the employers with Government backing have delli-
berately delayed settlement of the long standing demands oi the
workers, the unions of CITU, UTQC, UTUC(Lenin 3arani) and TUYCC
in Jjute industry have again appealed Jjointly %o the unions of
INTUC, AITUCH and HMS to form a Joint Strike Committee to unitedly
guide jute workers strike and not to deflect from the stend on :
Jute workers demands unitedly taken earlier. The Jjute workers
of West Bengal have learnt well the lesscns of years of struggles
that unity is the only guarantee of successful fight agelinst



exploitation snd advancement of their camse. They have built

up strong uanity at the base which had its terlcction in forging
unity at top in 1069 and 1970 strike struzgles. Now when it is
necessary to strengthen this uaity all the more, INTUC, AITUC

and HMS by serving seperate 3trike notice is corrcding the vitals
of the unity at the base and ereating confucion immobiliaing &
seotion of jutse workers on the eve of the impending strike struggle.

The Vorking Committee of CITU extends full suppcort e the
joint stend of the unicns of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(lenin Sareni) and
TUCC in West Bengal end eppeals to INTUGC, AITUC and EMS %o mein-
tain the unity of jute workers whioch has developed through stru-
ggles and taken concrete shape during the historic strike struggles
of August 1969 and December 1970.

The Government persues a policy of utter servility to the
intereats of the jute barcans as a result the Jjute barons are
refusing to settle the just demands of the workers., Imspite of
the fact that fortunes of ten millions of people are linked with
the jute industry, that jute products earn & third of the eamtire
foreign exchange and more thag 70 crores of revenue, the Govern-
ment has refused toc nationalise the Jute industry ovwuned by ten
big monopoly houses, who earn moye than 160 crores of profits
annually not counting the vast bleck money, in rupee and ian
foreign exchange. Recently the Government has turned a blind
eye to the huge smuggling of raw Jjute at very low prices which
has helped the jute barcns tc make enoymous black money.

The Working Committee of CITU strongly condemns the Govern-
ment of India for its poliey regsarding jute industry and its
workers, and demsnds immediate settlement of jute workers demands
and nationalisation of jute industry. It also demands that
Government of West Bengal immediately nationallse the industry
irrespective of the attitude of Government of India,

The Working Committee of CITU calls upon the Jute workers of
West Bengal and other States to continue preparation for the ooﬁing
strike with all seriousness and to maintain their unity at the
base et all eost for the amm sake of an effective struggle.

F




The jute workers of Yest Bengal represented by the unions
of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(Lenin Sareani) and TUCC have already demand-
ed that whatever settlement is fw finally arrived at in west
Bengal, should be uniformly extended to the jute workers of
Bihar, Andhra Pradoah,‘U.P}, ¥M.P. and other States., The Working
Committee of CITU congratulates the jute workers of West Bengal
for their initiative to build up industry-wide united struggle
on all-India basis and c¢alls upon the jute workers of other
States to use the opportunity to orgaunise an all-India united
struggle of jute workers.

The Working Committee of CiTU alsc ealls upon the workers
and employees of all industries Lo Support the just demands of
the jute workers and extend all fraternal help amnd co-operation

to jute workers in their struggle.



CENTURE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

Resolution on VIET NAM

The Working Committee of the CIIU strongly condemns the U.S,
imperialism for the renewed aggression on North Vietnam with massive
aireal bombings and naval blocade in a desperate attempt to save
itself and its puppet regime in South Vietnam from complete debacle
at the mighty blows of the heroic people of Vietnam, The bombings
of such a vast magnitvde with near muslea® neuclear weapons which
surpass all previous records unless checked immediately underlines
a serious danger of escalation of the war and a great threat to the
lives and liberties of the peoples of the whole world particularly
of South East Asia. The Nixon Administrations' sudden stoppage of |
Paris talks and further strengthening of the Seventh Fleet reveal i
its real criminal purpose. :

The action of U.S, imperialism once again exposed itself as the
greatest enemy of the peoples of the world. The people of India here
have got recent experience about U.S. imperialism in relation to
Bangladesh freedom struggle.

The Working Committee greets the heroic people of Vietnam as
well as Cambodia and Laos, for their valiant resistance against this
barbarous aggression and simultaneously delivering shattering blows
to the enemy bringing nearer the complete liberation of South
Vietnam and Indo-China nearer. The working class and the people of
India draw tremendous inspiration from these epic struggles of the
people of Vietnam and express their full confidence in the victory
of their struggles,

The Working Committee congratulates the people of United States
and other countries for their world wide protest against U.S,
imperialism and support for the struggle of the Vietnamese people
for national liberation and unification. This struggle has immensely
helped the liberation of the Vietnam from the yoke of U.S.
imperialism,

The CITU welcomes the stand taken by the Govermnment of India for
expressing its disapproval of the action of U.S., imperialism and
calling for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Vietnam. But the
situation demands more effective intervention on behalf of the
Government of India and the Indian people to stop this mass
massacres of human lives and wanton destructions of properties. The
Working Committee urges the Government of India to take posituve
steps to help the freedom fighters of Vietnam and to severe all

relations with the puppet Government and immediately grant recognition
to the Provisional Revolutionary Government.

B e e LT T P St S, SRR e .
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The CITU calls upon the people of India dmiand specially the
working elass to raise their voice to denounce U.S. imperialism
and demand the immediate stoppage of bombings over North Nietnam,
withdrawal of all its forces from the soil of Vietnam and to '
express full solidarity with the glorious heroic people of Vietnam.

The Working Committee appeals to all the Central Trade Unions
of India to observe unitedly throughout the country a Day for joint
protest against American aggression and for solidarity with the
people of Vietnam,

=0=0=0=0=0=0

CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS
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RESQLUTION ON BUILDING WORKERS STRIKE IN DELHI

This meeting of the Working Committee of the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions greets the building workers of Delhi who have been on
strike since April 21 demanding the payment of k..4.50 as daily
wages as per the notification issued by the Delhi Administration
a year ago.

Expressing its full support to the striking workers, this
meeting condemns the pro-contractor and anti-labour attitude of
both the Union Government and the Delhi Administration. This meeting
also condemns the cdeployment of police at building sites by the
Government to browbeat the workers and to help the big contractors.

This meeting is surprised at the deliberate interpretation
of the notification by the Delhi's Lgbour Department which maintains
that only such of those employees as are employed by the Local
Authority are entitled to X&.4.50 and not other workers even if they
happen to perform the same work. It is against this wrong interpre-
tation that the building workers are fighting and are demanding
the payment of R.4,50 wage rate., This meeting demand that the
Union Government and the Delhi Administration should immediately
concede the demands of the workers.,
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" CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNION S|

Working Committee Meeting
New Delhi, 24-26 April, 1872

RESOLUTICN ON UNITY AND UNITED
ACTICHS

The Working Committee of the CITU, motes with satisfaction
that since the last meeting of the Gemeral Council of the CITU
held in Coimbatore, united actions of the working eclass on an
extensive scele have taken place in verious parts of the countyy,
overcoming innumerable manceuvres of disruptive forces aand
elements and braving severest ever of repressions.

Fecing semi-fascist attacks, murders and arson, the herois
working class of West Bengal organised a successful and total
General Strike and Burdh on 27-8-1871, defying the opposition of
the leaderships of HMS and INTUC, demanding an end to terror,
holding of elections and for re-opening of closed mills, 13th
october 1971 saw another united Bundh demanding re-instatement
of the dismissed sState Government employees. 353 lakh engineer-
ing workers led by the CITU, AITUC, INTUC, HMS, 2 UTUCS and
TUCC went on & day's strike in August 1971 protesting against
D.A., eut. In November 1971 all the Ceantral Trade Unions joinkly
called a strike to win the demands of the Jute workers. wWest
Bengel unitedly cbserved a General Strike and Hartal on the demand
of recognition of the Provisionsl Government of Bangladesh.

'In Kerala, 5 lakh GCoir workers, united under the Joint
leadership of CITU, AITUC and INTUC weant into action for a day
orn 13.3.72, demanding paymeat of minimum weges as per Act.

This wes followed by district wise united indefinite strikes by
the Coir workers. 3 lakh plantation workers, united under the
joint leadership of CITU, AITUC and INTUC, have already held a
successful one day token strike and are preparing for an
indefinite general strike for the demands of wage revision.

In Temilnadu, 14000 Simpson Group workers, supported jointly
by CITU, Madras-Chinglepet Co-ordination Couneil, INTUC, AITUC
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and HMS, unitedly end successfully fought a bitter battle
against the attempt of the DMK Goverament to foist its own
nominee on the workerst' uaicn and sgajast & sell oult of the
workers' interests, The entire lakh and Lifty thousand
pextile workers of Tamilnadu united for the first time and
went on & successful State-wide general strike unitedly
sponsored by the CITU, INTUC, HYS end AITUC and all other
independent unions, demanding wage revision, higher bonus
and against effeets of rationalisation. The couantry 2aw
the speotacle of the CIIVU, INTUC, HMS, AITUC and 211 other
anions in Pemilanadu, uniting from top to bottom, and giving
a gall for state-wide total dbundh on 11,1.72 in solidarity
with the Simpson workers' strike and astually organised a
total one day bundh throughout Coimbatore pistrict.

in Rajasthan the transport workers®' strike in February
1972 wes led unitedly.

In Kenpur after meny years, the textile workers have
united and gone on strike under the Jjoint leadership of CITU,
AITUC and INTUC.On bonus issue there wes united action irn
Kappur. Besides these, innumerable joint actions cutting
across effiliations have teken place throughout the length
and breadth of the country for higher bonus and outside the
fremework of the anti-working olass Bonus Act. These united
aotions have resulted in substential gains for the workers in
many cases.

The Working Committee wishes to draw the attention of the
working c¢lass that the Big Business and their Governments both
at the Centre snd verious States, enmashed in an economic orisis
of their own sraakiox created views these growing united actions
as a menace to their line of pushing the bumdens of the eorisis
into the shoulders of the working class and as such are bent
upon disrupting this growing class unity and united action.
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The employers and the Governments, having recognised the
leading and active role of the CITU in forging such class unity
and aotions, have decided on isolating the CITU and cther fight-
ing organisations, =8 well as uncoupling the HMS, AITUC and
INTUC from Ghe growing common frontv, &s the modus operandi to
aclhieve their end. Tho Working Commititee notes that the Congress
Government of late have dished out meny patroneges in various
formse %o the HMS, AITUC end INTUC leaderships, with & view to
lure them into breaking away from the growing class united front
of action that i8 being forged by the working oclass, and to forge
in its place a front amongst themselves, to play the employers
and Governments' geme of Aisruption sad deivision.

The Working Committee considers that, the need for ocarrying
forward the unity, organising a sustained campajgn arcund the
platform of the 8 point proggramme adopted at the may Conference,
and development of & broad-based front of all militant organisa-
tions for action, has become still more urgent and imperative to
successfully meet this new challenge of the employers and their
Governments.

But the Working Committee notes with regret that the hopes
roused among millions of workers in the country soon after the
evolution of & common platform at the May 71 Conference was belled
by ths negative attitude of the AITUC and HMS leaders obltznoting
follow-up actions cn the Conference decisions. The leaders of
the HMS and AITUC who participated in the unity Conference last
May, unitedly actacked the Goverameants labour policy and who along
with the ¢ITu formed a Coavenors' Committee to carry forward that
unity, have now suddenly joined hands with the INTUC end that
all the three have fallen victims to the pressures and manou;ros
of the employers and goveraments.

The Committee regrets to note that the HMS and AITUC leaders
who were party to the usanimous decision of the May Conference
for recognition of Trade Unions by secret ballot, have backed
out of this pledge to the working class and joined the INTUC in
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advocating the anti-democratic principle of recogniticn by
verificetion of membership. The Committee also learns that the
leaders of the HMS, AITUC and INTUC, are evolving & s¢heme of in-
dustrial relations in which the workers' right to strike will

be given up in some fomm.

The Committee wishes to point cut tc these leaders that the
line they are adopting now, far from responding tc the need of the
hour in favour of the working class, would only hzlb the employers
and governments to carry forward their mamcuvres of éisruption
and division in the new situation, and sppeals to them to retura
to the May Conference decisions in the interests of the vorking
¢lass,

The Working Committee while greeting the millions of workers
who participated in the recent united action cutting across
effilistions, wishes to warn them that with the prespects of
economic orisis accentuating further, they are to face more severe
and extensive attacks on their living standards snd democratic
liverties in the coming months.

The Working Committee sppeals to 2ll secticns of workers Qho
are fighting their battle unitedly, to see through the new dis-
ruptive manouvres of the emplogers and the Covernment, realise
the denger posed tc their united actions by the latest moves [+ 4
the HMS, INTUC and AITUC leaders, end carry forward the banner
of unity and united action along the path of further consolidation
and advance.

The Working Committee calls upon &ll xkz affiliated unions
of the CITU to redouble their efforts to unite the working class
through united asctions, particularly in view of the deapening
erisis and the disruptive plans of the emplogyers and their

governments.
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RESOLUTION OF INTRCDUCTION CF
AUTOMATION AND ELECTRONIC

COMPUTBR

The Working Committee of CITU notes with serious concera
the continued threat to existing employment and employment
potential due to autometion and use of Electronie Computor om
an extensive scale. Government of India is deliberately press-
ing its poliey on automation ignoring natioanwide protest and
most devastating effeect of these sophisticated memct h job sarving
devices leading to retrenchment and shrinkege in employment poten-
tiel. In Foreign 0il Companies hundreds of employees have already
been retrenched due to Electronic Computor and no arrangement was
made for their rehabilitation despite assurance of the Government
that retrenchment due to automation will not be allowed. A number
of firms like I.B.B., I.C.T. etc, have already been given licenses
for iumtacturtng high powerese Computers in India and this poliey
i{s being pursued at a time when unemployment has become most acute,
registered unemployed alone bd.ng more than 4 million.

The Government itself being the champion of automation
introdueing computer in its departments, is giving a free hand to
both foreign and Indian companies to extemsively use asutomatic
electronic devices and Computers to reduce the anumber of workiug
hands and to garner more profit.

Recently the Government has installed a compultor in the
office of Accountant Génoral at Madras. The employeea of Madras
are continuing agitation in protest against instalation of
computer and have intensified the activities of inti-automation
Committee.

The Working Committee of CITU sends its warm gruungs to
the employees of Accountant General's Office, Madras for effeoti-
vely carrying on their struggle against automation and assures
them all support and co-operation. ; | 4
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The Working Committee of CITU e¢alls upon the 'vnrk_orl and
employees in all industries, commercial houses and Goverameat
: departments to redouble their efforts to continue the agitation
against automation & conpuﬁori sation on a national level and
demand of the Government of India to change 1its preseat policy

and ban use of automation and compuiers.
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RESOLUTION ON RAILNAYS

The Working Gommittee of the CITU greets the reilwaymen for
" their patriotic endeavours during the Indo-Pek war on the Bangla-
 desh issue. Several railway workers laid down their lives during
the struggle and the Working Committee pays its homage to these
martyrs. \

The Working Committee, however, takes note of the fact that
the Government has not withdrewn the victimisation measures taken
during the 1960 and 1968 strikes, Breaks in service and other
penal measures imposed during and after the struggles of Dhanbad,
Barauni-Garhara, Tatanagar, xhargpur, Allahabad, xenpur, Tundla,
Alipur Duar Jn., lumding, Sealdah and other places have not been
withdrewn so far. Transfer of hnuhg trade union workers on &
wide scale is being resorted to at different places, especially
where the reailwaymen have waged struggles for economic and democ-
ratic demands. Retrenchment of casual labour continues unabated.

The Working Committee further notes that the Governmeat have
started mounting fresh attacks on the living conditions of rail-
waymen and the fringe benefits enjoyed by them so long. Publi-
cation of the Third Pay Commission Report is being delayed on
various pretexts and the paltry interim relief granted so ‘tar falis
far short of wiping out the erosion in real wages ot)rluv:ayneu. |
The age-old s}stem of school privelege-passes have been withdrawn. .
The poliey of pick and choose in the matter of progotion is being
resorted to in order to weaken the unity of railwaymen. ‘

The Working Committee also notes that in the past two decades
the Goverament have made heavy inroads into the real wages of rail-
umcn’ by imposing additional work-load on workers ani by reducing
number of workers. A recent im&v of the Railway Ministry shows
that whereas the traffic units moved per employee on the open line
inoreased from 122,000 units ia 1950-51 to 186,000 units in 1970-71,
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the number of staff per million 'rrunr Kkm. decreased from 3,144 in
195¢-51 %o 2,833 in 1970-71. The rise in productivity and eonsequ-
eatly of work-load of workshop employees is even more glaring. The
productivity increased by 53% and 80.7% 4in 1965-66 and 1970-71
over that of 1957-58, This, along with the introduction of mechani-
sation and automation in the railways, has brought down the employ-
ment potential of the railvays. As against the rise in productivity
and work-load of railwaymen, their real wages have dsclined in the
same period.

The Working Committee notes with regret that the recognised
Federations have done nothing to ameliorate the genuine grievances of
railweymen. On the other hand faction squabbles have .-.tart.ed both in
the AIRF and NFIR to the detriment of united struggles of railwaymen.
The intense rivalry and attempts to elbow out one group of rTastern
Rallwaymen's Congress through semi-faseist methods at phanbad have

'~ shown the lowest depth to which these leaders can stoop to in order

to retain the loaves and fishes of office.

The Working Committee, however, notes with utilrution that the
rejlwaymen have increasingly taken the path of united strugzles to
resist the attack by the Government and for winning their Just dememds.
The heroie struggle of the workers of Chittarenjan Locomotive Works
egainst the vindictive trensfer orders issued on all the office-bearers
of the Labour Union, Struggle of Eastern Railwaymen through Ranaghat
Convention of September last, mbghty protest actions by thousands of
workers of Eastern, South Eastern and North Eastern Railways and
also those of at other centres, show the growing dotomhution' and
inereasing urge for unity among railwaymen.

Alai'mod at the growing militaney of railwaymen, the Railway
administration have embarked upon new methods of repression like sear-
chzné of railway colonies, arrests of labour leaders on false charges,
detaining leading riilwgy workers under MISA, etc. in an attempt
to terrorise the workers. In West Bengal, Wagon-breakers and anti-
socials organised under the banner of Youth Congress, Chhatra Parishad
and INTUC, backed by the Police and local administration, are being
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let loose on railway workers and union activists. They are
regularly attacking railwaymen at Howrah, Burdwan, Andal, Sitarampur,
Chittaren jan, Naihati and meany other centres with a view to obstru-
cting the normal funectioning of the Joint Councils of Action and
other militant organisations which are leading the strugsles. It
is a weleome feature that rajilwaymen in these areas are unitedly
resisting the semi-fascist attacks on their 'tnde union movemeunt,

The Working Committee calls upon the militant railwaymen to be
vigilant and remain prepar‘o-d to resist the attacks on their living
conditions end Trade Union rights through uaited action. Their
fight for democratic funotioning and healthy growth of frade unions
lhouid be carried forward with determination. The CITU plegdges its
uholq-homcd support to the just struggles of railwaymen to win
their demands.
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C I T U, WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING,
New Delhi, April 24 - 26, 1972,

ON_MORATORIUM ON_STRIKES

The GITU notes with deep concern the statements hado by
President Sri Giri, the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
and the Union Labour Minister, Sri Khadilkar on the proposed
moratorium on strikes. The reason they hold are that ndian
economy Should be put on a footing of self-reliance amnd that
selfreliance would be difficult to achieve if produection is
interrupted by strikes and loockouts. » | :

sPhis talk of moratoruim on strikes in the name of patrio-
tism and national interests is nothing but a deceptive attempt
on the part of the ruling classes to deny the working class
the fundamental right to strike in defence of their interests.
Indian economic growth is threatened, not by the working class
but by the capitalists, Indian and foreign, whose sole driving

force is the greed for maximum profits. Produotion is Jjeopar-

 dised by these interests, and it is their policies that force

the workers to resort to direct action. To blame the working
class for the sirikes is to shield the attacks of the enbloyora'
on the living and working conditions of the workers.

With the ‘eapitalists ruling the roost and attackl.on the
Working Class mounting, proposal of moratorium on strikes is
nothing but asking the workérs and employees to disarm and '
surrender to the employers meekly. Prices are shooting up,
real wages are being eroded, neutrllinaxion of inocrease in cost

of living is being denied, work-load is constantly being increa

sed, more and more workers are being thrown out of employment
and services conditions are being made increasingly miserable.
Draconie laws are being put on statutes books in order to put

- shackles on the movement of the workins elass. The Government

machinery, including the Labour Department, 1is acting merely as
the hand-maid of the employers, rather than being of any help

to the workers. Under such circumstances, strike is the last

 resort of the workers to defend their interesis and win their
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demands. - : :

Recent hiltory shows that the working c¢lass is not peraroi
to take this attack lying down; big and prolonged struggles have
been waged in all States and workers and emplcyees of public end
privete undertukings, Covernment and private eaterprises have
participated in these struggles; neither victimisation by the

’ emp loyers nor repression by the Goverament could deter them from
fighting for their demands. The Central industrial gecurity Foree

X Act, the Esseantial SQrviooﬁ mMaintenance Act., Industrial (Mainten~

ance and Development) Act aend the like, which sererely restrict
and ourtail trade union righte could not check the rising tide of
workers! struggles. It is in this ocontext that the 1daafor a
moratorium on strikes is being mooted, reaching the seme goal of
halting the working class mcvements. :

The Government is giving all-cut assistence to the monopolists
and employers and innumerable concessious have beer given to Big
Business in regard tc licenses, imports, foreign exchange, credit
and expansicn &chemes, These sections are now demanding more comn-
cessions and incentivee to expand to the hitherto backward arees,
and the Covernment is ay-pathbtié tc these prcjocts; Japanese and
other foreign big business are being woced to enter India in & big
way and are being offered attmactive ccncessicns. Under such
conéiticans, talk of a moratcrium on strikes means sacrificing the

iaterests of the wokiig 0less to ludisn acd foreign big buisiness

it may be recalled thal while the INTUC is 1 always opposed
* to BLrikes, the AITUC and HMS have accepted moratorium on strikes
d@&iug times of emergeucy even in the absence of eny restraiats
d;fthc employers. ow &8s & result of the growing resistance of che
//worknrn to the very idea of moratorium on strikes and of the grow-
ing uaity of the uprﬁing glass through unitedg sctions and atrugglq'.
the goverament, the AITUC and the HMS say that they are not in fav-
cur of aay legislative measures to ban strikes, yet s they séy that
S @ way should be found to see that production is not hampered by

strikes aund lockouts,



The GITU appeals to the working class to realise the
nature of this new offensive that is aimed at their basic
righta, and to repudiate all moves to impose & mo ratorium
on .trikes on cne preiext or another. It appeaks to &ll
units end members of all T, U. 8 to whichever national
centre they ére affiliated , to be aware of this dangér and
raise their powerful voice against it end defest all atbemécl
to deny the worker' and employees' right to strikes.
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RESCIUTICN ON RELEASE AND REPATREATION OF
TICAL NERS O ST

The Working Committee of the CITU sStrongly condemas the most
revengeful and inhuman treatment meted out tc a large sec¢tion of
political prisoners of West Bengal whe have been transferred to the
Cuddalore Jail in Tamilnadu where they are being made to live in
sub-humen conditions. All these prisoners detained without
trial under the PVA Act and MISA, are being denied the status of
political prisocners and now, after transfer to Cuddalore Jail are
completely isolated without any contact with thur relatives and
legal aids. The Congress Government at the Centre and in vest
Bengal following the Colonial British traditions have taken this
vindictive policy of transferring political prisoners to other
States in order to shatter their morale =f in remote isolation.

It is significant to note that the DMK Goverament of Tamilnadu
has joined the conspirscy to suppress the democratic movement of
West Bengal.

The Working Committee of the CITU demends immediate repatri-
ation of the political prisoners to West Bengal, their immediate
release and, pending release, the status of politisal prisoner
for all detenus with arrangement for proper food and medical
treatment.

The Working Committee of the CITU notes with appreciation
that the Tamilnadu State Committee ¢f CITU has alreadg taken a
programme for agitation in support of the demand for repairiation
and release of West Bengal political prisoners and salls upon them
to intensify it.

The Working Committee of the CITU ¢alls upon the working class
and trade unions in all the states to organise an effective agita-
tion on the demand for repatriation and release of political prison-
ers of West Bengal and to send protest letters, protest resolutions,
telegrems to the Central, the West Bengal and the Tamilnadu

Governments.
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The Working Committee of the CITU greets the heroic workers
of Temilnadu, who participated in the recent glorious struggles
that took place in Temilnadu.

Braving the strong arm methods of the DMK Goondas end the police
the 14000 Simpson Group workers fought heroically for 4 long months
and compelled the planted DMK nominee on their union to resign,
defended their right to elect a leadership of their own choice, and
rendered the treaohoroul agreement infructuous. A lakh and a half
textile workers unitedly observed a successful general atrike and
compelled the DMK Government and the Central Govomnont. to start
re-opening ¢losed mills, coux;elicd the State Government to pay, as
relief, Rs.5 lakhs to the 7000 workers of the closed mills, secured
interim relief and forced the employers to negotiate the demands for
revision of wages in the entire industry even while the wage ugréo-
ment was in force, and compelled the employers to fill up permanent
vacancies and pay occupational wages to casuals and wrested a host
of other concessions. 45,000 textile workers working in 53 mills
in the Coimbatore district went on @ general strike for 16 days
demanding higher Bonus based on a minimum of 8§%. Large sections
of workers in many industries could secure bonus outside the purview
of the Bonus Act and the balance sheets.

For the first time in the history of Trade Union movément in
Temilnadu the entire working elass of Tamilnadu olosed their ranks
and declared a state-wide bundh in support of Simpson workers on
11.1.72, which was followed by a total bundh at Coimbatore district
on 1.3.72 and a number of other regional solidarity actions.

A large number of workers in the unorgenised industries like
Beedi, Handloom, Cigar etc. also succeeded in securing wage inorease.

Gontd..."...?o
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These heroic actions of the Tamilnadu workers constituted a
severe blow to the poliey of the DMK Goverament to force industrial
peace through repression. The numbér of mendays lost in 1971 was
22 lakhs days against 10 lakhs in 1970.

The leasons of these successful struggles for the working
class are that the industrywise, State-wide unity eand united nctioni :
supported by ,s;satc-wido or district-wide joint solidarity actions
of the eatire working class, was the source of their successes
after long years of employers' and Government's oppression. The
Working Committee appeals to the workers of Tamil Nadu to consolidate
this class unity in order to be able to face successfully future

attacks and ensure further advance.
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RESOIUTICN NEW

The newsprint policy receutliy anuounced by the wveMt
of India, restricting the number of pages of mewspapers ic 10,
has been strongly eriticised by & seetion of the newspaper pro-
prietors, especially the spokesman of the moncpoly press. They

x have once agein reised the ery of danger to the freedom of the
press, strangulation of the anewspaper indusiry. Taey have at the
| seme time, held cut a threat of retrenchment end freezing of
emoluments of newspeper employees.

Ca bebalf _of the Government, 1'3hp recent aultoriti measure
has been explained as being only pmw visional, and necessitated
by the stoppage of newaprint imports from USA following the Indh-
Pek conflict on the issue of Bangladesh. Some of the government
spokesmen have also defended the puge restriction as a measure

< directed against the press and intended to help the small and
medium newspapers.

The Working Committee of the CITU is firmly ofthe opinion
that the ory of denger tc the freedom of press and strangulation
of newspaper industry raised by the press barcns is ® tally false
and motivated. Their protests cover their desire to retain the
immense profits they are earaning by securing the advertisements
from most of the foreign and Indian monopolists amd o maintain
their strangle-hold over the newspaper industiry. These handful
of press barons have in the past exerted pressure over the presas
to suppress and distort all news of the doinoorattc movements,
especially the news of the toilers' movements. AS Seen recently
in West Bengal, they have totally blacked out all news of the
sami-faseist terror let loose by the mulling Congress Governmeant
on the fighting working class of West Bengal and other democra- |
tic forces., They have also been absolutely sileat about the

!(- rigzing of elections by the ruling Congress Party and have
' indulged in shameless slander of the Left and democratic ram
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ees have remained stationery 1:3 spite of an enormous inerease in

The mli.ﬁg Congress party despite its tall talks about
the freedom of the press &nd fight against the monopoly press
has so far completely disregarded the warning given by the
Press Commission 15 years back about the growing damger of
monopoly in the Newspaper ‘Industry. I% has, oan the other hand,
agtually helped the big industrial houses.in various ways to
establish complete sway over the press ia the ocountry. It is
sgain the Congress Government which has, in collusion with the
proas-baroni, suppressed the real freedom of press by muzzliang
all news of demooyetic movements and by distortimg and slander-
ing politicel views and ncws of the democratic farces.

Moreover, it should alzc be noted that the m ling Congress
Party whieh today glibly talks about Self-relisnce after the
stoppage of U.S. Ald and import of U.S. newsprint, huci.tself been
roapontib%e for keeping the country still dependent on foreign
imports in respect of 754 of its requirements of newsprint.

Both the ruling Congress Party as well as the 'prosa-f.y'oooas have
been equally guilty in keeping the country dependent on foreign
imports in respect cf such en essential commodity es newsprint
even after 25 years of indeperndence.

In view of this, the Working Committee of the CITU is unable
to t'okc the anti-monopoly press declerations of the Congress Govera-
ment Spokesmen at thelr face value and hence is of the opinion that
the recent l0-page restriction effected by the Goverameat om %the
big newspapers is likely to be used by the Ruling Congreéss Party as
a weepon with which to make the press-barons and their papers
completely subservient to the oae-party rule of the Jongress.

Secondly, the Working Committes notes with conceran that
while implementing itc recent newsprint policy, the Central Goveran-
ment has taken no steps %o prevent the preas-tycoons from using
this poliecy to interfere with the jobs and emcluments of the news-
paper employees. Similarly it must be noted that during the last
two years when the number of pages of big mewspapers have beea
mcreased by 25 to 33 perceant, the wages of the workers and 'onploy-
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workload. HenSe the argument that newspapers would be overstaffed
once $h§ out is effected doces mol hold water; 1t 1Is onlyA;ntdndeﬁ

%o Gover the press-barons' desire to grab immense profits. The

Working Committee stiongly feels that the chernmentuoannot be
allowed to implement its rewsprint restriction policy at the
expense of jobs, wages and cther service conditions of the employ-
ees of bigger newspapers and therefore demands that the Government
must take effecilve st;'eps for the protection of the wo rkerst' jobs
and service conditions.

The Working UGommittee ¢slls upon all sections of newspaper
‘cmbloyoee including working journalists and news service amplojee-
to build & broad-bassed unity to resist any attack by this press-
barons on thelr jobs and weges. | |

The Working Committee also demends that the Central Government
should enact effective legislation for divurfing the ownership of
the press firom the hends of the big-business moiﬁpolists gpd trans-
fer the same to Co-operative trusts of working Journalists and news-
peper employess. All telk of breaking the stranglehsld of the
honopoliats over the press will only be a smokescreen without this
measure. The Working Committee further demands introduction of
price page schedule to prevent unfair competition between the big
and small newspapers,

The Working Committee further demands that the Government
must take early messures to end the dependence of the couatry on ¢
imports and to meke the country self-sufficient in respect of such
an agsential comrodity as pewsprint snd peper. Pending thip, the
Working Committee strongly urges upon the, Goverament to import
newsprint from Bangladesh on & barter basis as was recently done
in respect of imports from chile end also import newsprint from

mpee-payment areas and Socialist countries to meet one curreat &
shortsge.
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C 1 TU, Working Committee Meeting,
New Delhi, Appril 24-26, 1973,

ON_XERALA LEGISLATION BANNING STRIKES

The Working Committee of the CINU strongly ¢ondemns the ban
jmposed on the right to strike of Kerala Electricity workers and
the workers of the Edikky Project area.

Since the Kerala Electricity workers began making demands
for their salary revision etc. the Achutha Menon Ministry thought
it expedient to impose a bam on their right to strike by using the
Essential Services Maintenance Act. Similarly when the workers of
Bdikky Project put forth certain demands to the Contraciors, the
State Goverament requested the Government of India %o Mpos'o a ban
on all strikes m_tnu Pro jest area using the Defence of Indla
Rules, which wad immediately done.

It is a matter of shame that, while CPI says that it is
opposed to a ban on strikes, the Chief Minister ol Kerala, Sri
Achutha Menon vehemently defended in the Assembly the ban on
strikes in all essential services. While the State UniS of AITUC
adopted a resolution opposing the ban on strikes, thelr members
in the Legislature voted for banning strikes in the electrical ser-
vices and Edikky pProject area, and voted down @& proposal to delete

‘the Clauses baunning strikes.

Yhe CITU draws the attention of the wrking class to the
duplicities of these organisations and tie ant i-working elass
policies adopted by the Achutha Menon Government and eppeals %o
them to unite to fight against and defeat this attack on Yheir
fundamental rights.
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The Working GCommittee of the CITU sends its warm fraternal
greetings to the people and working elass of Bangladesh tai their
victory in the struggle for national freedom wrested bravely from
the military regime of Pakistan.

The Working Committee notes that the working oclass of
Bangladesh has played a heroic part in the national struggle
ever since the days of the language struggle in the fifties, and,
for this reason hes been the special target of attack by She =
pakistani rulers when the military orack down started in mMarch 1971.

The CITU from the very beginning recognised the strugglea of
the Bangladesh people as a national struggle of a people suffering
under a military dictatorship end denied all democratic rights. It
had demanded from the Government of India ell material and moral
help to the freedom fighters, ineluding supply of arms end recogni-
tion tc the Provisional Government of Bangledesh. '

When after a considerable hesitation end vacillation the
Government of India adopted this lvory course, the CITU enthusias-
ticelly welcomed it. ; ‘

The emergence of a free Sovereign Bangladesh is a serious

setback in this sub-continent for the machinations of U.S. Imper-

jalism which has been arming the military Junta of Pakistan to the
teeth. However, only one phese of the struggle is over. The :
egencies of U.S. Imperielists ere egain busy rallying the reac-

'tionary elements in Bangladesh with fineneieal blandishments.in order

to retard progressive developments.

In these conditions, the conspirecies of the American
Imperialists and the Agentz of the military junta can be defeated
only on the basis of a demceratic, seculer and anti-imperialist
progremme - defending the interests of the peasants, workers and "
other toilers, eliminating U.S. imperialist influence and extending

democracy to all sections of the people. Such a programme can oaly

be implemented by rousing the vigilance of the masses and ensuring
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C I TU, Working Committee Meeting,
New Delhi, April 24-26, 1972.

ON_KERALA LEGISLATION BANNING STRIKES

The Working Committee of the CITU stmngly condemns the bam
imposed on the right to strike of Kerala Electricity workers end
the workers of the Edikky Project area.

Since the Kerala Electricity workers began making demands
for their salary revision etc. the Achutha Menon Ministry thought
it expedient %o impose a bam on their right to strike by using the
gEssential Services Maintenance Act. Similarly when the workers of
Bdikky Project put forth certain demands to the Contraciors, tho‘
State Goverament requested the Government of Iandia %o hpos; a ban
on all strikes m_tnu Pro jest area using the Defence of India
Rules, which wad immediately done.

It is a matter of shame that, while CPI says that it is
opposed to a bln on strikes, the Chief Minister ol Kerala, Sri
Achutha Menon vehemently defended in the Assembly the ban on
strikes in all essential services. While the State UniS of AITUC
adopted a resclution opposing the ban on strikes, their members
in the Legislature voted for banning strikes in the electrical ser-
vices and Edikky Project area, and voted down & proposal to delete

‘tho Clauses bauning strikes.

Yhe CITU draws the attention of the wrking class to the
duplicities of these organisations and the ant i-working elass
policies adopted by the Achutha Meunon Government and eppeals %o
them to unite to fight against and defeat this attack on their
fundamental rights.
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their active participation in coordinating the newly-won freedom.
The Working Committee is confident that the working elass
of Bangladesh, which played a glorious role in the freedom struggle
will rally the people for such & programme and help ecnsolidate
the freedom and pave the way for further progress.
The Working Committee ¢alls for close fraternal relations
between the working elass of Indie, Bangladesh and rakistan so
thst they can mareh forward together in the ocommon struggle againat
forces of x:caotion, exploitation and imperialism.
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working Committee Meeting,
New Delhi, 24-26 April,l1972.

This meeting of the wWorking Committee of the CITU views grave
apprehension the v:..rhual reign of naked terror that is prevailing in
West Bengaleven after the rigged victory of the Congress Party in the
elections, The gravity of the situation lies not merely in the fact
that armed aoctivists nnd hooligans organised by the Congress Party
are running amuck, committing murder, repe, arson, looting on & mass
scale with océmplete immunity in order to suppress Left and democratic
movements and make the people of West Bengal obey the dictates of the
ruling classes and the Congress Party, but more particularly in the
fact, that the entire State spparatus in West Bengdl is a party to
these activities of the ruling Congress.

The Working Committee of the CITU ‘13 convinced that without the
active connivance of the Congress run Central Government this situation
could not be orested. The Working Committee condemns the Congress
Party and the Central Government for this subversion of all demoore-
tic norms, for total rigging of the elections end for imposing & reiga
ot\umr in the loidid interest of foisting the reactionary and
despotic rule of the Congress Party in West Bengal. The main reason
behind this is that in deeply orisis ridden West Bengal, the Congress
party representing the rnung‘ classes of India has been faced with a
serious challenge to its class rule from the democratic forces. In
three successive elections,in 1967, in 1969, end in 1971 the Congress
pParty was defeated in West Bengal; and every time the Central Govern-
ment dissolved the legislature lodnor or _htor and imposed presidents
Rule on West Bengal, virtually handing over the people to mass terror
conducted by the various wings of State and Central Police and the
armed hooligens of the Congress Party. The terror was mainly concen~-
trated in areas where Left and democratic movement was strong. BY
the time of elections nearly & thousand Left cadres and leaders vméo
nﬂom; several thousands were imprisoned without even a show of

{



trisl; end nearly one lac warrants of arrest were issued; thousands
wére compelled to flee their hearth and home even forgolang thelr
ocoppations and jobs. Even women were anot spared their honour.

Even after all these, the Congress Party was doubtful of
obtaining a majority in the elections and the Union Goverument was
most reluctant to allow the elestions to be held in Vest Bengal.
However after the surrender of the Pakisthani Army in ﬁmsladolh
the Unicn Govomonf readily deolared W.Bengel elections in the fond '
hope of cashing inion the victory in Bengledesh end securing en ’

. electoral victory. But soon, to its mertification, the Congress party
and the Central Government discovered that despite the affinitles of
the West Bengal people with those of Bangladesh, the use of the Bangla
Desh issue in the elections will not yield the expected dividends,
and the Congress Party will be judged by its reactionary basic policies
and their effect on the lives of the people. Even the intelligence
reports of the Government forecast certain defeat of the Congress Party
in elections,

In this situation the Congress Party and the Union Government
entered into a diabolical comspiraey to do away with all pretence cof
maintaining norms of free and fair ol@cttonl end went all cut to rig
the entire elections involving the subdbversion of the very basis of
the Constitution, the right of the people to vote freely and elect
a government of their choice. For the purpose, the Congress Party
and the Gbummnt mobilized all the punitive forces at their disposal, '
the police, the CRP, t&he BSF eto. the Army eand the Home CGuards, the
subservient bureaucracy and also the entire under-world, equipped with
modern arms by the Government and the Congress Party, sad oreated an
unprecedented reign of terror in vast arees where democoratic apd left
forces were strongly entrenched. The Left parties, who were by now
united, appealed to Election Commissioner and even to the Prime
Minister to stop this massive terror and create o nditions ot'tibe
and fair elections in these areas, but to no avnii, and the terrori-
sation continued unabated. Even at that stage, with the prespect of

free and Vtai.r elections in nearly 5S¢ constituencies seriously Jeopar-

dized the Left parties felt confident of winning a majority. They
‘did not epprehend that the ruling class, threatened with :ou_*th |
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successive defeat .uonld not stop with disturbing free elections
in only S50 econstituencies but would go all out to gig the entire
elections, which is what actually happened in West Bengal.

Inspite of all precautions taken by the Government and the
Congreas Party numerous evidences of swindling came ® light
subsequently. 1In fact in their desperation thg Congressites over-
reached themselves to such ineredible extent that the abiurdity
of the rusults exposed their own tricks.

In their discomfiture the Congress Party 4s now trying to
explain away their "incorddible success" by arguing about a "sudden
and secret” upsurge of popular feeling in favour of Smt. Gandhi,.
But such arguments cannot be sustained by any analysis of the poll-
ing figures, even if all evidences of blatant rigging are ignored.
Rather the sudden anger of the defrauded and terrorised people and
the total absence of any popular enthusiasm and jubliation at the
"victory" of the Congress Party give a direct lie to the ™mass
upsurge" theory.

Since the elections the Gongress Party and the Government
have murdered more than 30 people, driven out about twenty thousand
from their homes. Thousands of Left cadres and trade unionists
have giwax been given notice that unless they join the Congress
or their organisetion and hand over union funds and offices, both
their lives and jobs will be taken away. Already numerous Left
Party offices and 300 trade union offices have been foreibly occu=-
pled by the Congress Party hooligans. Nearly a thousand workers
and employees cannot join their factories and ofrices because of
threats to their lives. Thousands including trade union workers
'lnd leaders are in detention without trial. In rural areas peasants
are being evicted and workers of the Kisan movement are being hunted.
While this terror stalks vast urban and yurel aress of West Bengal,
a total black-out of news of these terrible happenings has been
imposed by the newspapers, and the newspapers carry oynical appeals
of the Congress leaders for oo—oporaubn from Left parties and
2csurances of peace and security. The heinous role of the GPI(lishf)

@8 an accomplice of the ruling Congress in are these reactionary
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measures emboldened the enemies of the people. And now &
section of the AITUC even is facing the brunt of terror.

The issue is no longer of victory or defeat in elestions,
rlgged or otherwise but of fasecistic terror, of suppression of
all democratic rights, of eclipse of freedom of speech, of free-
dom of assembly, of freedom of organisations, of right to conduct
struggles of the people. The issue is whether even Parliamentary
democracy will survive or not.

Not content with ridding the legislature of ail Left
parties, the Congress Party is bent on stamping out all opposi-
tion views and destroying &ll raedicel mass organisation. Since
democracy no longer serves the interests of the ruiing classes
and the Congress pParty, dﬁoaraoy must be done away with. Such
is their course. They are heading towards one Parvy diotatorship.

In this critical hour the Working Committee of the CITU
notes with admiration eand pride that the uork‘rl, peasants,
employees and other democratic people have not submitted to this
terror. Inspite of the installation of a Congress Party Govera=-
ment they have not been able to win over the people of West
Bengel. |

It 48 in this situation that the Left and democratic partie:

of West Bengal have boycotted the rigged legislature to register
their protest against this rape of demooreoy end to drew the atten-
tion of the Working People of india %o this grave threat to the
democratic rights win by the people at the cost of immense sacri-
fices, ‘

This meeting of the Working Committee of the CITU fully
support the boycoit of the rigged legislature and urges upon the
working class in particular to realise that ruling classes have be-
gan to shed their demooratic "prejudices" and are Qoro and more
prone to teke the fascistic path, with the mounting of the esono-
mi¢ and political erises, not oaly in West Bengal but also in
whole of India. This is a direot threat on ell trade union
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activities and trade union orgenisations. It 19 now for the
eabire working class of India, the consistent champion of
democrucy alons'uith;nll other democratic forces to %ake up
the challange and pitt their united strength sgeiust “this
faseistic onslaught in West Bengal conducted by the Govera~
ment of India.

The CITU appeals to all other Ceatral Trade Union
Organisations to realise the grave danger to damoorasy and
unite for mass a@tion. for restoration of aemoemy in west
Bengal and for the defeat of reaction.

Pvsenes @
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MINUTES OF WORKING COMMITTEE MEFTING
Held in New Delhi on April 24-26, 1972.

A meeting of the YWorking Committee was held at the Constitution
Club (Vithal Bhai Patel House), Rafi Marg, New Delhi from 24th to
26th April, 1972.

The meeting started at 10 A.M. on 24th April, 1972.

The following members were present:

Com: . B.T. Ranadive, Com. P. Ramamurti, Com. Kemal Sarkar,
Com. Monoranjan Roy, Com. Biren Roy, Com. Samar Mukherjee, Com. Bimal
Chatterjee, Com. Robin Chatterjee, Com. Benoy Chowdhury, Com. Ajit
Mukherjee, Com. Robin Mukherjee, Com. Harisadhan Mitra, Com. N. Prasada
Rao, Com. K. Ramani, Com. A. Balasubramaniam, Com. R. Hmanath, Com.
A. Nallasivan, Com. M.K. Pandhe, Com. S.Y. Kolhatkar, Com. Sudhin
Kumar, Com. Suhrid Mullick Chowdhury, Com. Md. Ismail, Com. T. Ayappan,
Com. C. Kannan, Com. S. Suryanarayan Rao, Com. B.K. Khopkar, Com.
Chandi Prasad, Com. Gerald Pereira, Com. E. Balanandan, Com. C. A.
Peter, Com. K. N. Rabindranath, Com. O. Bharathan, Com. Ravi Sinha,
Com. Mohan Punamia, Com. Ram Asrey, Com. Niren Ghosh. '

The following comrades also attended by invitation:

Lekshmi Sen, Biren Dutta, Gopal Basu, P.K. Kurane, Hari Singh
Kang, Nrisingha Chakravarty, Rohin Sen, Amal Ghosh Dastidar, Hari
Krishna Shah, Sailen Chatterjee, Shanti Bgse.

Com. B. T. Ranadive Presided over the meeting.

l. Com. B.T. Ranadive moved the @ondolence Resolution mourning the

untimely death of Com. Rajen Sinha, member of the General Council of
the CITU and a popular leader of the tea garden workers of North
Bengal. The resolution was adopted by the meeting.

2. Com. B. T. Ranadive then moved the Resolution on Martyrs, the

valiant fighters of the working class, who laid down their lives
before police bullets and gangster attacks of the hirelings of employ-
ers and Congress(R).

The resolution was adopted by the meeting.



3. Com. Samar Mukherjee(liest Bengal) suggested that the Foundation

Day of the CITU should be included in the Agenda. The suggestion was
accepted by the meeting.
4, Com. P. Ramamurti read out the names of the following members who
were %o constitute the Resolutions Committee:
Com. Sudhin Krmar(Convenor), Com. S.Y. Kolhatkar, Com. Samar
Mukherjee, Com. N. Prasada Rao, Com. Biren Roy, Com. R. Umaﬁath,
Com. Manoranjan Roy, Com. Shanti Bose, Com. M. K. Pandhe and
Com. E. Balanandan. =
The proposal was accepted by the meeting. \\ ~
5. Com, M. K. Pandhe then proposed the following names to form the

Credentials Committee:-

Com. Bimal Chatterjee(Convener), Com. A. Nallasivan, Com. Suﬁ%ldr

Mullick Chowdhury and Com. Mdhan Punamia.

The proposal was accepted.
6. The Minutes of the last Working Committee Meeting held at Coimbator
on 10th June, 1971 was then read out and adopted by the meeting.

Com. B. T, Ranadive suggested that in future the minutes of the
Working Committee meetings should be typed and eirculated amongst
members and treated as read.

7. Com. B, T. Ranadive then read out his prepared speech.

(See Annexure for the Speech)

8. Com. Samar Mukherjee then propoesed that 30th May should be observed

as the Foundation Day of the CITU.

The proposal was accepted. It was also decided that a call should
be given to all the CITU Units to observe the Day.
9. On behalf of the Kerala State Committee of the CITU, Com. E.
Balanandan proposed that the Second CITU Session should be held in
Kerala in December, 1972, |

The meeting decided to accept the invitation of the Kerala State
Committee.

The meeting then adjourned till 4 P.M. the same day.

After the recess, the meeting again started at 4 P.M. on that day.

(Contd....3)



s C 10/

TARL
10. Com. Samar Mukherjee(West Bengal) then moved the Resolution on
Vietnam (See annexure). Com. Balasubramaniam(Tamilnadu) supported the
resolution.

Speaking on the resolution, Com. Niren Ghosh suggested that the
words 'savage war' and 'electronic war' should be added in the resolution.

Com. B. T. Ranadive suggested that 'Near nuclear War' can be

_mentioned in the resolution.

After discussions, the resolution was adopted.
1l. Com. P. Ramamurti, General Secretary, then read out his prepared
report.

(For Com. Ramamurti's Report see Annexture)

12. Com. Monoranjan Roy(West Bengal)

vhile reporting on the Post-Election situation in West Bengal,
Com. Manoranjan Roy informed the members that a detailed report will be
submitted in writing later on. (For written report later circulated
amongst Working Committee members, see Annexture)

Com. Monoranjan Roy then reported that in Kamarhati Constituency,
16000 ballot papers were stamped twice. The Election there was conducted
at the point of guns and revolvers, In Dum Dum Constituency the margin

of votes was 76,000, and the Congress candidate polled 91000. Even the

'COngress people were not allowed to vote. Most of the former Naxalities

are now in jail or killed, but the rest are now openly moving about in
CRP vans. He said that the goonda gangs were organised by the Congress
after the 1971 elections.

He then pointed out that West Bengal had to purchase cotton at
Rs.100 more per bale. Steel prices are subsidised, but not eottan,
He reported that strikers are now being attacked by goondas. COm.:Eﬁridas
Malakar of Jaya Engg. Viorkers' Union was almost about to be killed by%&he
goondas. The entire Administration and the State Power are behind‘gpgﬁo

=
goondas. This was an organised effort for the past two years, becausé\

.~ they found that this was one union which they could not break. The

Superintendent of Police and other officers of the Administration indica-
ted that though they knew what was happening they could not do anything
to stop these goonda attacks as these elements had the backing of Smt.
Indira Gandhi. Such attacks were also taking place at Hind Motors,
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day in and day out. An attempt was made there to force the workers
to sign a pledge for leaving the CITU Union and joining the INTUC.
When the workers refused, goondas armed with revolvers, guns and
bombs raided the factory and the workers, though unarmed, stopped
work and beat back the goondas. In fine, it must be noted that,
being unable to mislead the workers the Congress has started to
terrorise the workers to cow them down, but the working class in

West Bengal refused to be cowed down. Except in some places, where
the terror is unbearable and some workers have resigned, in general
the working class is baldly resisting the attacks. For example, the
workers of Jessops or Durgapur have so far resisted it. Recently the
situation in Durgapur heas become serious as mak none of the front-
ranking leaders are able to go either to their place of work or to
their residential quarters. One thing, however, is to be noted.
These goondas who are capturing the unions are only interested in
money and not in trade unicnism. In Bengal Chemical, where the

Union has a Bank balance of Rs.5000/-, the office-bearers were asked
to hand over the money to the goondas. On their refusal to do so,

16 leading workers were prevented from Jolning their duties. The
police officials and the management, to whom complaints were lodged,
advised the workers to pay the money to the goondas and save their
lives and further troubles. The problem of submitting annual
returns of those unions, which have thus been captured, has become

a cause of worry. For example, the Union office of Sen-Raleigh

has been taken over by the gangsters and they refused to give back
possession of the Union office, despite adfise given by Congress
Ministers. The Ministry has now submitted to the wishes of these
goondas. In the State Transport, many workers are unable to jein
their duties for the past two months. In one case, a worker was not
allowed to Join his duties even though he was on medical leave for

2% months under doctor's certificate. Ii is obvious that such workers
are sure to lose their jobs. 1In collieries, the workers' quarters
are being occupied by the goondas, the original workers are being
driven out and new men are being estiblished not only in those qﬁéxpers
but also in service with willing co-operation from the management. &Qpe
Government does not move to help the workers. The membership of theii

unions have gone down considerably. The Colliery Mazdoor Sabha has
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:{ union work. The workers have, however, refused to enrol themselvéa'\\

4 NS
/ ransacked and it has become impossible to conduct legitimate trade ‘5\

A

been able to recruit 9000 members even under this terror regime.

In the tea gardenz areas, there are no such goonda attacks. At
Nagrakata we have & good base and it has become the eye-sore of the
Congress. Hence, even from the days preceding the elections, CRP
started beating and terrorising the workers and one of our leaders
and member of the General Council, Com. Punai Oraon(who was alsec a
candidate in the last General Flection) was arrested. After the

G

elections, the CRP mounted further offensive. The Union office was

N
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' with the INTUC.
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Post-election offensive was also let loose against unions led by
Forward Block and both the UTUCs. Hence an United Committee against
the semi-fascist terror has been built up through a Trade Union Conven-
tion, which has decided to launch & united movement. This year May Day
is being observed unitedly by this Committee. But the problem of the
workers who are not allowed to join duties, particularly of giving
assistance to them, is a serious one. KXerala comrades have already
helped and have promised more help. But the problem is so serious that
a directive from the "orking Committee will be needed in this respect.

He further pointed out that the AITUC was srzamisimz originally
jubildnt at these murderous attacks against us. But now that they are
also not being spared, questions are being raised by their cadres.

Even inside the INTUD , in-fighting has started. At Krihhnanagar,

two factions of the INTUC fought each other with sten-guns. At Dhanbad
goondas were sent from VWest Bengal to instal Priya Ranjan Das Munshi

'és President of the Fastern Railwaymen's Congress in place of A.P.Sharma.
By enlisting the half of the Police, Sharma beat back the offensive. The
goondas were beaten up and 84 persons were arrested, of whom % have not
yet been released. In protest, a strike was forcibly imposed in the
Sealdah Division of Fastern Railway by the Chhatra Parishad. Hence
7fgp‘possihllity of united strugglec of the working class in West Bengal

+ is bright. Maitreyee Bose has offered to discuss the question of

8.33% honus.
Finally, Com. Roy appealed to Tamilnadu comrades to help the
prisoners lodged in Cuddalore jail.
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Com. Niren Ghosh(West Bengal):

‘He supplemented the report given by Com. Monoranjan Roy. He

said that, for some time past the police and the goondas are launching
combined attacks. They come in Pplice vans to selected areas and
launch attacks in waves, some times even five times a day. Thus they,
beginning with small areas initially, have now been able to sieze
very wide areas, like Barrackpore belt, which was one of the strongagﬁ
working class bases but where normal T.U. work of the CITU had to beﬁ\
stopped due to these attacks. About 40,000 cadres had to evacute the
area, Efforts to regroup our cadres and revive work has started.‘\But
something should be done to organise resistance from factory to tactbry‘
basis. But the main question in West Bengal is that the elementary
right to vote, to form a Govt. of their own choice, freedom of asgécia—
tion, right to live, etf. have been taken away. What should the work-
ing oclass do to sustain itself and go ahead ?
Com. S. S. Bose(West Bengal) =

He also supplemented the report. He said that there are thoﬁ&
sands of instances which he did not want to quote. But some new -
features have come up. To-day, the right to form unicns, or partici-
pate in election to local bodies or even students' unions etc. have
been taken away. The brutality with which murders are being commi%igd
are beyond description. Citing the case of Com. Atul Das he said N
the whole thing is reminiscent &f Hitlerite Germany. A set of fanatic
unscrupulous rowdies are being recruited, who have no consciense, under
the slogan of 'One Nation, One Party, One Leader'. They pose a
serious problem before all democratic movements, even women's movements.
Maintaining workers, who have been forced out of the factories and
localities, &s another problem. Some big m=m unicns can tackle the
problem temporarily. But without being able to run normal activities,
they cannot render such help for long. But for small unions, it.ig“i
totally impossible. The West Bengal State Committee's resources af;ER»\
not enough to render unlimited help. To-day unlimited quantities of
small weapons have been made available to the Congress goondas, who
attack the workers with these in the presence of the Police. What

can the workers do to Pesist the same. Apart from this, the Police
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and the Administration are helping them to break up the militant
unions. CLW Labour Union is an example, 32 workers were arrested
and suspended. TFour leaders are detained under the MISA and the
remaining leaders have been transferred - one %o Madras, the other

to Bombay, and so on. As a whole, this is a completely new situation,
to tackle which some new approach and new type of organisation is
required.

He then appealed to the President to give sufficient time to
this aspect and guide the comrades of West Bengal State Committee.
He also appealed to the members from other States to give as much |
democratic and solidarity support as they could muster - both mone-

tarily and through movements and campaign.

Com. Kamal Sarkar(West Bengal)

He said that these reperts may create an impression amongst the
members from other States as if there is no bright point in the situa-
tion at all. He deseribed the Convention held recently, where it ‘
was decided by 1400 delegates to observe May Day unitedly and alsd\a\
to observe 11th May, 1972 as 'Anti-Repression Day'. Also a march to :
the Writers#® Buildings in the middle of May, 1972 is being planngh.

It is hoped that the situation in West Bengal would improve by thé\
end of May 1978. 3

13. Com. S.Y. Kolhatkar(Maharashtra) then moved the resolution on
Bangladesh. The resolution was supported by Com. Prasada Rao (Andhra).

Com. Shanti Bose(West Bengal)

He explained the resolution. He said that the prices in
Bangladesh are sky high. Strikes are also taking place. T¥en armed
conflicts are takings place. Comflicts between Mujibur Rahman and
some of his partymen havg also started.

Com. M. K. Pandhe:

so=f He said that the Resolutions Committee decided to include one
paragraph on the basis of Com. B.T. Ranadive's article on the subject.
| Com. B. T. Ranadive:

He said that as Com. Niren Ghosh expressed his desire to speak
on the reldolution he was holding the resolution for the time being.
He said that although Com. Shanti Bose has given some information



the situation in Bangladesh is a difficult one. During the Bangladesh
struggle an affinity grew up between the peoples of Bangladesh and

India. Now, as profiteering is being organised by some Indian merchants,
the situation has become very delicate. The affinity is wearing out.
The Americans want to use this to snap the ties between the democratic
movements of both these countries. We should, therefore, be cautious
about our approach to the whole problem.

Com. Biren Roy(West Bengal) intervened to explain how the Reso-

lutions Committee debated the resolution.
Com. B. T. Ranadive said that an effort will be made to put the

points in an acceptable manner.

14. Com. Kamal Sarkar(Treasurer) then placed the Accounts.

He said that & sum of Rs.50,000 has been transferred to Fixed
Deposit Account. He hoped that the accounts will be passed. He ;isor
pointed out that the resources of the West Bengal State Committee was
poor.

Com. Shanti Bose(West Bengal) raised the question of Vorking

Class Accounts and also asked why Flectric Wiring charges have to be
shown as asset.

Com. B. T. Ranadive seid that he is holding the Accounts for

consideration the nemt day and expressed his diésire thet every member
should go through the Accounts in detail.
The meeting was then adjourned till 9 A.M. on 25th April 1972.
The meeting again started at 9 A.M. on 25th April 1972.
15. Com. Biren Roy(West Bengal):

Speaking on the General Secretary's Report he said that the
striking power of the working class has not developed all over lndia.
Only a focus of power has grown in West Bengal and Kerala, where the
ruling class has resorted to fascistic methods to destroy the same.
It is a debatable point whebher such thing can continue in only a
part of the country or whether it would engulf the country as a whole
or it would also start in other States where such focus of power
develops. 1t is also a debatable point whether it is a temporary
phase or it has come to stay. Only a superior power of mobilisation

of the working elass, not only by the CITU alone but unitedly with
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other Central organisations, which can defeat this game. This is a

very new phase which many comrades are unable tb appreciate fully.
It is therefore necessary that we must re-orientate our activities in
many areas. We must give a serious thought to this as the slogan of
resistance is not practicable, though the workers are still 1oyal‘to us.
The first need is of mounting @ tearing campaign on this as many outside
West Bengal(or even in some parts of West Bengal)as well) do not know
or believe what is happening in industrial bases. We must also create
a psychosis amongst journalists by givéig repeated statements and
revealing the facts. 8ince all Trade Unions are being attacked, or are
likely to be attacked, the pressure from below would force these orga-
nisations to agree to united movement.

citing an instance he said, even as rabid anti-CPM element like
Kalyan Roy was forced to unite in a movement. In the struggle of Jute
workers they have been forced to give a strike call. So the possibility
of developing united movement against such attacks can also be utilised.
Hence we must give serious thought to this problem. He also referred
to the continuance of the 0ld AITUC practice among @&s though we have
broken away from them. ZExcept Com. Pandhe, no one was available for
Central work and developing weak areas. We must take a bold deecision to
free some comrades from day to day work and ﬁtilisc their services for
developing weaker areas. This is particularly needed in view of the
fact that West Bengal, which accounted for sbout 50% of the CITU
membership, has since been affected. Vhatever remains free in West

\

Bengal may not remain so. \
\

Com. Balanandan(Kerala):- S %

\

He said that the State Convention was held on 8th and 9th Aﬁ;tl,\
1972 where it was decided to observe a "'/eek on est Bengal" in Korgla. |
Some comrades from West Bengal would be needed to explain to the masses
about this attacks in West Bengal. He also requested that day to day
developments should be made available to Kerala State Committee so that
immediate publicity is given to them. If these are published in a book-
let form, it may not go to all the workers as the buyers would be less
in number. But if it comes out in daily papers, it would go to larger
section of the people and hence some method should be adopted to inform

us. He also suggested that apart from conducting working class struggzles



in West Bengal, repeated deputations should be brought to Delhi
so that the matter attracts public eye.

As far as the activities of the Kerala State Committee are
concerned, he said that, at the initiative of the CITU there was
a big struggle of the Coir workers jointly with other Central TU
organisations and they won some concessions. As far as planta-
tion workers are concerned, a demand for minimum wage of Rs.5
per day and D.A. has been mooted and a strike is on the agenda,
though it cannot be said for certain that all would Jjoin the strike
or the strike would take place &t all. But one thing is eclear
that, the activities of the CITU has raised hope amongst the work-
ers and has created a confidence in their minds that this organi-
sation is defending the interest of the workers. We have taken
three points for our campaign, viz. West Bengal, Minimum wage
and unemployment, there being 15 lakh unemployed in Kerala.

Com. Su arayana Rao (Karnataka):

He said, we were inspired to organise ourselves and resist
the attack of the employers at the instance of West Bengal. To-day
the attack on West Bengal must be taken up by all of us. The deci-
sion of the Kerala comrades is a good one. The CITU should ohserve
an All-India Day and organise meetings and demonstrations through-
out the country. He narrated that incidents like that in West
Bengal are being repeated in Mysore as well, because the employers
know that the tactics followed in West Bengal have paid dividends.
Hence the problem of right to form association and conduct normal
T.U. activities is becoming important in all the States by and by.
The main sections of workers in Mysore work in Bidi industry, 75%
of whom suffer from various diseases due to the unhealthy condi-
tion. There are about 15 lakh bidi w rkers throughout the country
and a powerful country-wide movement could be developed. In
Mysore, it was decided to observe a day and organise demonstra-
tions in which 20,000 workers were expected to participate. He
urged that the office-bearers of the CITU should be free to
function centrally.

He further said, after the General Council mecsting we organi-



sed a 'Bundh' against taxation in South Kanara where there was
united action and lakhs participated. But united action through-
out the State is almost ruled out because we have less force(
except in South Karnataka) and the INTUC and AT1UC refuse to join
united movements with us. In Bangalore, the revisionists have
command over workers. With help from the CITU Centre, we will

be able to overcome our deficiencies.

Com. B.T. Ranadive asked Com. Suryanarayana to explain the
incident in which, although Com. A. K. Gopalan was the Chief Guest
in the meeting, our comrades walked out leaving him stranded.

Com. Suryanarayana said in reply, that some speakers villi-
fied our activities and hence our workers walked out in protest.
As soon as that speaker concluded his speech, our comrades came
back. A G.B. has since been held and it was explained to them that
they should not have walked out.

16. Com. B. T. Ranadive then took up the Resolution on Bangladesh

and explained the amendments which had been incorporated in the
resolution,

The resolution was passed unanimously.

17. Com. Gerald Pereira(Goa) then spoke on the report of the

General Secretary. :

He sald, the piecture is clear before us. It was our duty to
to into solidarity action when the Centre of T.U. activity, 1i.e.
west Bengal, was being attacked. We have done something, but not
enough. The suggestion of Com. Balanandan for west Bengal comra-
des' visit to Kerala is good. Not Kerala alone, but every impor-
tant centre of the country should be included in such a programme.
At regular interval of one or two days, a bulletin giving develop~
ﬁents in West Bengal should be circulated throughout the country
to enable every State Committee of CITU to make efforts for propa-
gating the same. He urged that the task fm on West Bengal should
be taken very seriously. He suggested that every State unit should
make collections for VWest Bengal and thus take the issue to the

workers. He narrated the experience the Goa State Committee had
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while orgaenising collections for Durgapur. In Goa mining industry

we had our Union with 2000 members. The only other Union in the
industry was of INTUC which has become a paper-union now. The INTUC

is strong among seamen, whereas we are strong in the Dock side.

we utilised our strength in the Docks and supported seamen's movengnts.
In the pest-election period in Marmagoa, certain developments have
taken place which helped our comrades to understand the situation in
West Bengal. The Congress(R) is not very strong in Goa. But wit§ :
mixed voters, the Congress thought it could win the Marmagoa seatw‘%_

A
Y

(28000) which is the biggzest Constituency. Seven-eight Malayalis
were arrested for bogus voting. During the elections, riots took
place in Goa in the evening in some constituencies. The U.P. workers
are doing shovelling and other unskilled jobs, but they were affected
by the Indira wage. We intervened and explained the class position
to the workers and the tension between Goan and North Indian workers
was explained to them, Till the afternoon the North Indians were
attacking the Goans but later on the Goans started beating from 8 P.M.
till midnight. Congress was identified with U.P, workers. The per-
sons assaulting the Coans were shop-keepers, clerks etc. On the vhole
the working class was not affected. We launched an explanatory campa-
ign. For one week the U.P, workersrm remained in their localities.
During this week propaganda was made and their fear was gone. e
could focus attention to the rigging of elections in West Bengal. TFor
3 days, the harbour of Goa was paralysed.

He said, in the matter of Industrial Co-ordination port and dbck
is neglected. Tamilnadu comrades have not taken this industry serious-
ly. Whatever small unions we have got, we should co-ordinate their

activities. State Committees should pay some attention to this

industry. I am prepared to accept the responsibility of carrying ouE’:a

the work of the Go-ordinating Committee.

After a brief adjournment, the meeting again started.

Com. R. Umanath(Tamilnadu):

He said that the phenomenon witnessed in West Bengal was being
repeated in Tamilnadu, though it had not reached the stage of pipe-guns

or sten-guns. But the Police torture in lock-ups, capturing of unions
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offices, goonda attacks on T.U. workers were all happening in .
Tamilnadu. Hence the direction is towards the same methods as in
West Bengal, though here the T.U. movement is not so strong. It is
therefore not merely for West Bengal, but also for the working class
of the entire country, this taking away of the basie rights has
become a major problem. Certain basic questions about how to re-
orientate and carry on our work has been raised in this situation.
The steps taken by West Bengal comradec is heartening no doubt. But
it is also true that the CITU in every State has not realised the
desperate situation the West Bengal comrades are facing and has not
moved their whole strength in support of the WVest Bengal comrades.

He referred to certain slogans evolved by Com. Monoranjan Roy, ﬂzicg
appear tc make out a case that West Bengal is neglected. This may b
help bring out some popular support. But it wuld have some adverse
effect elsewhere. 'e may raise the slogan of political disecrimini-
tion. But to meke a rallying slogan of "Neglected}State" would not
be correct. The slogan for working class should be "Political
Discrimination™. For example the question of freight pool for Cement
and Steel cannot be compared with Cotton. So also the development

of Rajasthan or Madhya Pradesh.

Com. Monoranjan Roy rose to explain that he never uttered the
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- /. word "Neglected State". He meant only political discrimination.

‘ Continuing his ppeech Com. Umanath said, if the slogen is not
jcorrectly worked out the working class unity in the country may be
disrupted and the bourgeoisie may utilise the situstion for narrow
ends. "hat we should actually do is to rouse the anger of the
working class against snatching away of their basic rights., Hére
the relative strength of the State Committees are in question. In
Tamilnadu we observed a fortnight in which 300 or 400 meetings were
conducted. Our experience is that, when we describe the atrocities
the anger of the people is roused. Hence a flow of details of such
~atrocities is required. Ve are starting collections from 1lst May

and expect to complete the same by 15th May. If we get facts, we

AN

would see that the atrocities get publicity in friendly papers. we\l&xk
have also decided to bring out a pamphlet on West Bengal very shortly.
We have done very little, but it is having effect and Ipdira Gandhi
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is forced to come out with denials every other day. To-days papers

‘show that she question and threatening us. This is a clear admission

of the telling effect of our propaganda. Hence if we serviously take
up the issue, we can definitely put the ruling Congress in difficulty
whatefer small strength we may have.

United action on demands is going on tn Tamilnadu. One feature
after the Coimbatore General Council meeting is that whereas united
actions previously were expections, now almost every action is an
united one. Isolated actions are now exceptions. Hence the rank
and file workers are not realising the necessity of united actions
and as such forcing their leadership to unite in united struggles. The
second feature is that industry-wide struggles in a State is developing.
Thirdly, solidarity actions are also on the increase. OUn 11.1.72 thege
was & general strike &n support of Simpson workers. 55,000 plantation
workers struck work &n soliderity with the workers. He cited many
instances of such solidarity actions. He said that even peasants came
out in support of strikers at Tirur.

The other feature of these struggles is that in the past we were
able to get some conecessions here and there. But in the present stru-

ggles we have been able to inflict severe blows to the anti-labour

_policy of the Govt. He cited many gains. One of them is that the

DMK Govt. has been forced to chanme.its policy in regard to Boaus or
linking production with revision of wages, filling up vacancies,
decasualisation, relief to the workers of closed mills, etec. The

main achievement of Tamilnadu struggle was that the policy of suppre-
ssion of the movement through Police repression and enforcing industr-
eal peace thereby, has been inflicted a serious blew. The mandays
lost in 1971 was 22 lakhs, whereas in 1970 it was only 10 lakhs.
Another feature is that the class collaborationist poliey and treacher-
ous agreements have been broken in many places and the working class

have been able to secure improvements. In Cement and Textile such

has happened and the Govt. is now foreced to ask for shopt-term ﬁ*“%H\

agreements only. In the past such fights against treacherous agreements

_Were launched in some units only. Now industry-wide actions are taking

oo el o .

place and agreements are being broken up. Hitherto only modifications

#er these agreements were being attempted. But now the agreements are
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being upset and revised. The revisionist tacties was to join united
movement and desert it in the middle. But when we took to united
strike Committees at the bottom, the rank and file workers forced the
revisionist leaders to remain with the struggle till all the demands
are achieved. Hence the revisionists have adopted the tacties of
either leaving us out of united Committees or forming seperate commi -
ttees of AITUC, HMS and INTUC and giving call for struggle on similar
slogans, thus keeping them free to withdraw from the struggle. These mm
united actions in major industries has helped the workers of smal}
jndustries to unite and secure gains even without a general striké\ N
as in Bidi. In Pondicherry, united actions has taken place. This \
united action of the working class has forced the political parties

of divergent views to come out in support and get together on the same
platform. We have, therefore, taken a lesson that a determined and
united aétion of the working class could force the pontio§1 parties
also to join ultimately. It is also seen that when it is apparent

that the gains of the strugcle go to the CITU, all others have a tenden-
ey to unite ageinst us and betray the struggle in the middle. If we

go on preserving unity at the bottom and exposing these betrayals, we
would surely gain. This has been our experience in Simpson struggle.
It is also our experience that when the DMK Police was torturing the
working class, Comgress(R) cadres were advocating for CISF. This was
having effect amongst the workers. We took steps to expose the role

of CISF in West Bengal and thus were able to counteract such propoganda.
The latest tactics of the DMK Govt. is to bring out the question ofk\}}
recognition to divide workers and disrupt their unity. £

Pinally he said, that in the past our attention was drawn to the

fact that the benefits of united action did not reflect in the member-
ship of CITU. We kept thics in our view &nd the membership in Electri-
city rose from 7,000 to 13,000, in Engineering industry from 3500 to
6500 and in Textiles we have plana for increasing 3000 more members.

Ag far as democratic functioning of unions is concerned, h there has
‘Zot been any ohange. It is decided to make a campaign throughout May
and collect Rs.8000 before 15th May. In the campaign, three issued
viz. West Bengal, Vietnam and Black Bill will be highlighted and

7
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independent mobilisation will be made on behalf of CITU.

Com. B. T. Ranadive asked him to explain what was done by CITU
on Bangla Desh issue. Com. Umanath akx stated that for two weeks
there were meetings in all industrial centres and two demonstrations
were hed in Madras City.

On an enquiry from Com. Sudhin Kumar, Com. Umanath said that
4 comrades were detained. They had to be released as we could build
up a powerful campaign and also Com. P. Ramamurti appeared in High
Court and the comrades were reheased within 38 days.

On &n enquiry from Com. Mpnoranjan Roy, Com. Umanath and Com.
Ramamurti informed the house that the DMK made forced collections form

the National Defence Fund., ¥We campaigned against it.

Com. Chandi Prasad(Bihar)

There had been no big T.U. movement in Bihar to report about.
On the question of %West Bengal, we have issued some leaflets at
Jaﬁshedpur and Ranchi and held meetings in September-October, 1971,
After the elections we have started holding further meetings. e
have also taken up the question of Vietnam. There has been some
struggle in Heavy Engineering at Ranchi by a section of workers.
Others are coming in suppoert. The Govt., however, is resorting to
serious repression even on these small struggles. The functioning of
the State CITU has become week and hence fhere is no detailed informa-
tion. Some Beedi workers have started movement and secured gains.
But in three big centres of Beedi workers, there has been noc struggle
against big owners in Beedi industry. B >
on an enquiry from Com. B. T. Ranadive, Com. Chandi Prasad *\,f
informed the house that there has not been any meeting of the State
Committee since September 1971 last. s
(Com. M, K, Pandhe translated the speech of Com. Chandi Prasdg
into English)

Com., Hari Singh Kang(Punjab & Himachal Predesh)

The State Conference was held in October 1971. A VWorking Comm}tteé

meeting, scheduled fo December, had to be given up due te the Indaé-
' Pak War. Another abortive attempt was made. Then after the elections,

one meeting was held and another meeting will be held after this
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meeting. We do not have a separate office for CITU. We did not have
funds and hence quotas were given which most of the unions d4id not
pay. We have not been able to @o much about West Bengal too, except
some meetings here and there. There is only an encouraging report
from Pathankot. An attempt was made for united action by inviting
a joint meeting. No representative other than our own attended the
meeting. In another case, when the owners were fighting for reduecing
the price of staple yarn, an appeal was made to us to join the same.
We refused to join unless some demands of the workers were also indlu-
ded. As a result the attempt of the owners was frustrated.

Although we have about 8000 members, all of these are small unions.
Unless we have a central office to co-ordinate the work of different
centres matters will not improve. Similarly, comrades are functioning

on old pattern which must be changed to register an improvement.

Cop. Rabin Mukherjee(West Bengal):

There is a formulation in Com. B. T. Ranadive's report that
parliamentary democracy is being subverted and treand towards one-party
rule is being promoted. This formulaticn, without a report from all
other States, wauld not be a correct one. The case in Vest Bengal is
understood. But is there any indication whether such is the case =t
wibth other States or at least there are symptoms abcut the same. A
wrd of explanation is necessary. From speeches of certain comrades
it appears that the situation in "est Bengal is not understoocd by
several comrades. e have not been able to unite the entire working
class in West Bengal, as the workers are divided on political belief.
Hence we have decided to strugele ahead for unity. Some guidance from
the leaders will be necessary as to how to build up unity from below.
The third point to vhich he referred was that industry-wise Committees,
though set up in General Council meetings, have not functioned. He
wanted to know what steps the Centre had taken to activise these
Committees or for check up. Similarly, it is a matter for regret that_

our unions having 32,000 membership were not affiliated to CITU.

Com. P. Ramamurti said that as regards helping the weaker States, the

Centre had tried to help at least one Centre. He referred to U.P.

where there was a large section of wrkers. There was no co-ordination
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between different comrades working in U.P. In 1968 I had been to
U.P. for the State Conference. It was broken into twe.

The meeting then ajourned till 4 P.M.

The meeting again started at 4 P.M. on 25.4.72.

Com. Robin Chatterjee(West Bengal):

T.N. Sukla, a stooge of the employers, resorted to gangsterism
in Raniganj area. He has practically purfhased the Police Station.
3000 workers were either arrested or involved in cases. During the
U.F. Ministry we could push forward in many collieries. Afterwards
CRP was posted. Though the Court has given awards in some cases in.
favour of the workers, these are not being implemented by the manage-
ments. PF dues of workers are not being paid. When the employers try
to close down the collieries there is no question of strike. We only
demonstrate before the RLC's office. Truck~loads of persons are
brought along with Police to evict our people. 37 women have been
raped. Properly worth 3 lakhs of rupees has been misappropriated. In
one colliery, 150 workers are not being allowed to go Back to work.
Workers are also being forced toc sign bonds that they would not part-
ticipate in the CITU union. During the last one week, workers' houses
were attacked 7-8 times. Despite this terror, workers are not going
outside the colliery. Non-Biharis are not allowed to work. FEven
U.P. men are not allowed to stay on. It has now been decided to have
a different type of organisation. e are trying to have committees
in the collieries whose members are not known to the public, where
open activity is not possible. Though we are trying our best to
work openly, there are meny areas where even the HMS or INTUC orga-
nisations have been disrupted. We have, therefore, approached the

HMS and INTUC for united struggle, particularly on the question of

D.A. which has come to Rs.213/- but which has not been paid except

in the J .K. Collieries where we have our organisation. But this
united action is not possible unless unity is developed from below.
Here lies the snag. In some areas, workers have been scared and SN
hence no momement could take place. On the question of solidarity %3u
action certain difficulties have arisen. To-day we are unable to
mbbilise factory workers in suppeort of colliery workers. The
Congress(R) has been able to organise a lot of unemployed youth

by giving assurance of jobs after election and they are being
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utilised to terrorise the workers. Secondly we have also not been
able to raise a movement for release of political prisoners. This
failure is responsible for deterdoration of our organisation. The
CITU office does not take prompt action on the representations. M.P.s
do not take interest in taking up the issues with the Labour Minister

or others.

Com. Ravi Sinha (U.P)

At the time of Coimbatore General Council meeting a movement was
on at J.K. Rayon against victimisation and increased workload. This
was settled on 11.7.71. VWe tried to mobilise werkers in support of
the strikers. But the AITUC and HMS backed out and we alseo could not
mobilise our full force in support of the struggle. Immediately after-
wards struggle on bonus issue started. There was strike in two Textile
Mills from the end of June which continued for 15 days. In July-August
there was movement in the Indian Explosives and Fertilizer and woﬁkers
faced severe repression but our determination helped us to win good
concessions. After Coimbatore, we had a meeting of Kanpur oonradgs\\
and explained to them the decisions of the General Council. A Ch35%eg‘
of Demands was drawn up and the same was the basis of united action %
between AITUC, HMS and ourse¥ves. The modus operandi of the Governmaat
during this period was that they were referring all issues to Tribunsl
immedidtely and thereby trying to thwart the movements. In cases,
where demands were also settled, the Government referred the demands
to a Tribunal and declared the strike illegal. Thus the working class
was attacked. In J.K. Jute Mills we had a protracted strike which
lasted for 64 days in January 1971. On the basis of this strength,
the workers have been able to get 63% bonus for that year and arrear
2% for the previous year. In another case, we could win 4% bonus.‘yk,
Com. Kamal Sarkar saw the mobilisation of Jute workers who were insp-
ired by the movement of jute workers in West Bengal. Due to our
agitation the "age Committee, which was not funetioning, had decided
to accept the recommendation of the West Bengal Wage Committee. If
there is a strike now our jute workers would also move. In fact,

the Unicn in J.X. Jute has already served a notice for strike.



In regard to our work I have to psoint out that after Coimbatore,
we consulted the comrades and decided to have the "“orking Committee
Meeting of the State on 1st and 2nd August, 19%2. This was done as
we thought that we could go ahead on our own. Hence, when the letter
from CI™ Centre was received, it was not possible to defer the dates as
this was postponed earlier once. In the August meeting we decided to
propagate the decisions of May. Joint declaration and meetings were
held at Meerut, Fanpur and Varanasi. The meeting scheduled at Bareily
eould not be held. Regional Conference was also held at Kanpur and
the struggle on bonus was developed. On 15th October, 1971, there was
an impressive demonstration. In the beginning the HMP and INTUC joined
us, but when we Yook a decision for one-day token strike, these leaders
backed out. But as they did not eppose, there was a good General Strike
on 16th October, 1971. About 40 to 45 thousand participated. The State
Government took an attitude on minimum bonus of 5% and referred the
rest for adjudication. Ye, along with AITUC and HMS, decided to hgve
a general strike in Textile industry on bonus issue along with othéf”n
demands. A date was fixed on 14th December which had to be put off\
due to Indo-Pak war. By the 15th February 1972 agitation started ence
again. The State Labour Minister issued a statement that in 5 millé
8%% bonus could be given, but in the rest 5 mills only 5% bonus should
be given. Anyhow, in March, the CITU aleng with AITUC and HMS started
a strike from 25th March in which 13000 workers participated. The
strike continued upto 20th April when it was settled. A Mazdoor Mukti
Bahini has been organised by the CGogveirnment which wants to dispenga
with unions, organisation, leadership and all. We have been able o
fight out this Bahini. In Modinagar, though our membership is less,
we have good influence and we tried to organise the workers. a
As far as the charge regarding our functioning is concerned,iwé

s,

accept the charge brought against us. \*x.
I was in a position to attend the Conference. Our Union office >

was in a sorrier s8tate. e could not report to the CITU Centre. The B

State CITU is not functioning because there is none available for

Central work, the leaders function as leaders of local unions. There

is no personal difference as stated in the report. Before Saharanpur

Conference, affiliation fee was collected from 4 unions and this sum
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together with fee from another union was sent to 7ITU ¢Office through
money order.
A good number of comrades intervened to ask questicns about why letters

could not be replied and so on.

After a short tea-break, the meeting continued.

Com. Ram Asrey (U.P)

Com. Ravi Sinha has reported in detail as to what the CITU unions
have been doing for the past one and a half year. The revisionists,
HMS, etc united to oppose us and create an impression amongst the
peoplem that the CITU is net prepared for adjudication, etc and

want to only promote struggles. Differences have arisen amongst us
about where to continue struggle and where to agree to adjudicatione.
There is no state committee and there is no co-ordination between
the CITU Unions. In August 1971, we decided to start co-ordination.
But even this could not be implemented, We are finding difficulty‘in,
promoting united struggle became of extreme opposition from revisionis?ﬁ}-
Differences are there amongst us about the tactics to be adopted

with the revisionists. There are however, things which cannot be defended
at all. It was decided to invite the Yorking Committee meeting at Kanpur
It is not known why Com Ravl did not convey this to the centre. As

Com. B. T. Ranadive is going to Kanpur on 28th and 29th April 1972,

we would have a detailed discussion on the subject and xhm try to solve

them at our level,

Com. No. Prasada Rao (Andhra )

After adding some struggles in the work report, he said, in cellieries
our caomrades who were working in AITUC union have formed an Action
Committee and started independent functicning. As far as Industrial
Relations Bill is cancerned, the AITUC, INTUC AND HMS wanted some
imppovement, but we opposed the whole bill and built up agitation,
against this. As the =mmpm compaign developed, the AITUC was forced to
revise its position and call for a convention from which the AITUC

HMS, HMP and CITU BRUUGH QUT AN united appeal for opposing the bill,

We had not been able to do much in regard to west Bengal. But in
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other sections of workers we have been able to make some headway.
we have started a monthly journal 'Kermika Lokam' from Uctober with
circulation of 180¢ which has remained stagnant. 'Ye are taking steps
to increase its circulation. Municipal workers have been organised
and & united organisation has come to function. The union in Road
Transport the AITUC union, is losing its hold and a Mazdoor Union has
grown up in which our comrades who were expelled from AITUC union are
in leading position. Hence a guestion has cropped up as to whether to
extend the Mazdoor Uniocn all over the State, Ye are tackling the
problem. He suggested that Com. B.T. Ranadive's speech and Com.
P. Reamamurti's Report should be brought in booklet form. As far as
west Bengal is concerned, report from Com. Shanti is a depressing
one. Ye must take both the pictures, dark and bright,to the workers
eo that they do not get demoralised.

18, Com. M, K. Pandhe then moved a resolution on struggle of

Delhi Building workers, which was supported by Com. Md. Ismail and
passed unanimously.

19. Com. S. Y. Kolhatkar(Maharashtra):

After the Coimbatore General Council meeting, several stru-
ggzles were conducted. The textile workers went on one day's strike
on 1st Spptember against closure of mills and bonus. In 197C there
was strike in 22 textile mills led by Committees elected by workers.
39 In 1971, we organised one Union and started a campaign against
closure of mills (Jupiter - 40LU workers). As soon as we started
campaign, the Girini Kamgar Union also started campaign. As a result
the Kamgar Union called a meeting in absence of Dange and decided
to conduct joint campaign. But Dange intervened and our efforts for
joint campaign was not successful. In our campaign, 150 meetings
were held in a month. This created an atmosphere of strike and
the AITUC and even the INTUC were forced to join. The INTUC called
for strike on 31lst August instead of lst September, and later on
withdrew the call. This betrayal infuriated the workers and on
1st September 48 mills struck work. There was no Jjoint campaign
at the State level. But in some mills workers following the AITUC
worked jointly with us, though in some mills could not be achieved.

But as we created a platform of struggle and conducted independent



campaign, the strike took place. On the day of the strike, we
gave a call for some demands including Bonus. This caught the
interest of the workers and within two or three days the Kamgar
Union gave a call for indefinite strike from 11th October, 1971.
We immediately hailed this and made efforts for united campaign
and joint strike committee. ILocal leaders wanted to join but
Dange prevented them and actually came down to Bombay to lead the
campaign. e had@ campaigned on our independent strength. In this
background, Khadilkar's formulae came up and INTUC campaigned

that according, to this formulae 40 mills were likely to get 8%%
bonus. This propaganda generated a feeling amongst the workers
that they are likely get their demands fulfilled. The strike on
11th Uctober, therefore, became successful. During the strike
period, INTUC and AITUC were having separate meetings. By 15th
October, INTUC came to an agreement and the workers started tre-
kking back to work. Hence the strike had to be withdrawn. INT&O
collected 1 lakh rupees before the strike. Girni Kamgar Union
collected 15 to 20 thousand rupees and we about 6 thousand rupees’
after the strike. Our membership is 3400 spread over in 12 mills.
In Nagpur and Sholapur as well, the textile workers moved during
the textile workers' struggle in Bokbay. In Engineering Industry,
there were struggles and at one time 38 strikes were going on of
which 24 were led by the CITU - some on the question of Bonus and
others against refreshment. We are trying to organise power loom
workers on the question of minimum wage. Some of the struggles

in the Fngineering industry were long-drawn, even up to 83 days.
Mos® of the strikes were successful. Transport workers went on
strike for a day. The NGO's also started a big agitation and
preparations for one day's strike is going on. During this period
we organised some Central demonstrations. 0On 9th August in support
of peasants struggling in Worli,; on 25th September we organiseq\a
demonstration on bonus. The Girni Kamgar Union started a separan;,e,~
demonstration. They rallied only about 600 workers, whereas we
were able to organise 6000 workers. Demonstrations have been held

on Bangla Desh, on Vietnam and against Imperialism. Ve brought
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out pamphlets on various issues and we are bringing out a CITU
Journal from 1st May, 1972. Amongst the working class, Congress(R)
has big influence, Shiva Sena comes next.

Com. B. T. Ranadive then said that certain points should be
clinched, for which at least two hours would be needed. Hence, the
speeches should be as brief as possible.

Com. Rabindran(Kerala):

After the General Council, there had been umpteen struggles
in Kerala. There was State-wide strike in Cashew, Coir, Plantation,
PWD, etc.(On enquiry from Comg P. Ramamurti, he explained that the
plantation workers struck work for a day and secured wage-rise over
INTUC agreement.). There have been solidarity actions at Calicut,
etc. In Mavyoor Rayon(2500 workers) there was a strike for 65
days in which all the unions joined and a Calicut Bundh was organised
The workers got 40% Bonus on wages plus D.A. In Kuttanad area, -
peasant struggle was suppressed and 4 comrades were given death
penalty. Kottayam Bundh was organised in protest against this. 1In
Cannanore a Bundh was organised in protest against murder of our
comrade by Jan Sangh, and 15000 workers participated. During the
past two years the CITU has gained so much prestige that workers
in independent unions now ¥ elect our leaders as office-bearers,
though they are not prepared to affiliate with the CITU. We are.
utilising this position to xh=mwx have unions affiliated to the CI%U;
In other unions we have consclidated our position. In Trivandrum
district we had no unions in the past. After Coimbatore meeting,
we have been able to organise some unions. 1In Quilon district we
have become a major force among the Cashew workers. Among handloom
workers, we are now the major force. Amongst plantation workers,
though a major force, we are unable to reflect our strength in the
membership due to organisational defect. 1In textiles we are
lagging behind.

20. Com. R. Umanath then moved a resolution on '"Unity and United

Action of the Working Class'. Com. Balanandan supported it.



Com. Kamal Sarkar pointed out that there are some deficien-
cies in the resolution. The struggle of Jute workers has not been
mentioned. In U.P., M.P.and Andhra Pradesh jute workers are unitedly
supporting the struggle. The AITUC, INTUC and HMS supported the
strike but have refused to join Strike Committee, which should be
mentioned.

COMecsoeocescsssessessso.5tated that in the strike of 27.8.71
there were 16 demands. Hence the resolution should be amended

suitably. . V\‘

Com. Ram Asrey pointed out that Kanpur strike of 1971 shouiﬁ“;t:
be included. Secondly, he sugcested that political alliance between
AITUC, INTUC and HMS should be exposed.

Com. Mohan Punamia suggested that State-wide strike of
transport workers in Rajasthan in February-March, I972 should bé\“»'
mentioned,

Com. “iren Hoy suggested a call by CITU for promoting united
action in different circumstances with greater zeal and patience.

Com. B.T.ianadive suggested that the failure of AITUC,INRUC
and TMS to protest against semi-Tascist attacks should be mentiaged.

The resolution, with these amendments, was passed unanimousiy;%

21. Com. Biren Roy moved the resolution on 'Recognition of Trade

Unions'. Com. S. Mullick Chowdhury supported the resolution.

Com. B.T. Ranadive suggested that a portion be deleted.
The amended resolution was passed unanimously.
22, Discussion on Accounts was then resumed. Com. Suryanarayana
raised some enquiries. Mysore, Goa and Tamilnadu State Committees
“complained that they have not received their shares of affiliation
fees. There were some poinfs for clarification as well.

Com. Kamal Sarkar and Com. M.K. Pandhe explained the posi-
tion. The Accounts were then passed unan;mously.

Com. Monoranjan Roy wanted that the shares of State Commi;
ttees should be paid monthwise, which was accepted.

7 B Com. Biren Dutta(Tripura):

Since Coimbatore, Tripura was invaded by refugees and as su(

almost all other activities were stopped. The State Committee of
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the CITU is not functioning well. A united Committee called

"6 February Committee" has been formed through which we are function-
ing as we have decisive influence there. But our link with CITU
Centre is weak. ¥e would revive this and improve our functioning.

N
We would held our conference shortly after this working commitﬁee

\

\
meeting. \

Com. Mohan Punamiya (Rajasthan) N

=
S
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The textile workers hsve conducted united strugsle and won 8&% or
more bonus, except in two fsctories where we agreed for less due
to difficult circumstances. Preparations for ancther strike is
going on. A co-ordination Commi#tee of all unions and associstions
has been formed in Rajasthan and inspite of vacillations and opposit-
ion from AITUC, INTUC and HMS, we have been able to carry forward
our line. The CITU gave full-fledzed support to the NGQ's strugzgle.
In the Transport industry, the Unions were dissolved and a Joint
Coyncil of Action was formed which conducted the struggles and
wrested gajns. Now this leasdership has decided to set up a CITU

Union. e have not yet taken a decision in this respect,

The INTUC in Rajasthan is facing a split. A group of workers of
Udaipur is taking a militent stand and is gravitating tewards us.

“e have launched a compaign against Police repression. In short,

the appeal for united action of working class is having its ;ftépt

on the werkers. In Rajasthan we have cur i# difficulties 1n_runnfion-

ing the State CITU. We have already taken steps to organise ourselves

Com. Amal Ghosh Dastidar (Assam)

The First Conference was held in June, 1971. But immediately
attacks have developed and thousands of workers were thrown out.
This had a demoralising effect on the workers. The INTUC has
major influence in the State. AITUC or HMS have nothing. Our
strength 1s only nominal. VWe have made new contacts and expect
improvements. The est Bengal situation dominates our activities
During the past struggles our workers got enthused. But af ter

the attacks developed, it demoralised the workers. As such it is



necessary that a wide campaign be made in support of West
Bengal workers through leaflets, etc.
The Meeting then adjourned till 9 a.m. on 26-4-72.

24, The meeting again resumed at ¢ a.m. on 26-4=72

Com. Hari Krishna Saha (Gujarat) N

There are 700 members among Corporation workers and 400 or
500 mmbers in Fngineering industry. Mass signature from 4000
workers were collected for implementation of minimum wagaa;
Efforts have been made to start joint actions, but other pérties
are refusing to attend meeting though they verbally agree éE‘
joint action. In Ahmedabad a situation has arisen where wofﬁara
have come out of INTUC's Mazdur Mahajan and formed separate Uﬁfbgi.
Membership of our Unions has decreased from 490 to 300. Thig

has happeneg pecause recognition is not given to individuai\unions.
once this provision is made, our influence amongst textile wéﬁkers
would enable us to go ahead. But the difficulty is regarding T.U.
cadres. I am the only one who is looking after T.U. Hence,
educating cadres is very necessary. An All-hoc committee is to be
formed so that there may be efforts for—thn formation of a regular
State Committees. This step is necessary because new industries
like Fertilisers are coming up. As there is no¥ Btate Committee

of CITU, all campaigns are led by the Party. Total membership

is 2,000. Pamphlet on Family Pension in Gujarat was published

and 1,000 copies were sold. (The speech of Com. Saha was tran91ated
into English by Com. M.K. Pandhe.)

N V J“v\.
25. Com. Sudhin Kumer (West Bengal) stated that the Resalutions

Committee was given the task of finalising about 30 resoluﬁions.
Hence, it is difficult. 'e could finalise only some of them.
Hence a guidance is necessary as to how the Resolution Committee
should function, as the present system creates difficulty in

pegeparing the resalutions.

He, therefore, suggested that all those which have been fin&}ised

should be passed. But the rest may be left to the office-bé%rigs.
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to be finalised.

Com. B.T. Ranadive agreed to the stiggestions and proposed
that the important resolutions which were ready should be taken
up for discussion and the rest may be referred to the office-

bearers rfor finalisations. It was accepted by the meeting. b

26. Com. Sudhin Kumer (West Bengal) moved the resalution on
West Bengal. He said that the resolution was self-explanatory. T\x
Although the question has recelved attention in States cutside

West Bengal, but is appears that a full realsision of the situation
is not there even smongst the T.U. activities or left forces.

It is diffienlt toc, as we curselves were not aware of the
:/, -

rigeing to such an extent, This shows the feafs of the ruling A

class. Similarly, the terror is also unheard mmE of an unpreeedénted
in our country. It could be compered with Germany . Hence iﬁyis
NeéCegggry to conduct a propagandes to convince the left-minded people
throughout the country.

The people of West Bengal still prefer a Left Government and this
has been amply demonstrated through meetings held after elections.
The demand for prémary control on the States' resources was

neither parochial nor communsl. Left movement has never tolerated
such things. Though the situation has become difficult in mapy
parts of West Bengal, the working class there is fightingand

enough solidarity support from other 8States will be necessary.

The press has suppressed all news of terror and rigsing. But now

in West Bengal the people have come to understand the sdtuation.

Let this information be carried to the peonle of rest of India.

He wrged all to take up this task very seriously.

Com. ¥, Remani (Tamil Nedu) supported the resolution
He said that i$ wes difficult to understand fully as to what is
happening in West Bengal. He urged all delegates to to lose
no time but to take up the campaign. Tamilnadu has taken a
programme for one month. Such programmes should be taken every-
where with the adm of developing united struggle everywhere

against the terror regime.
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Com. Niren Ghosh stated that the word "fascistic terror"

should be replaced by work like "semi-fascist" or"Fascist like"
terror. S8Secondly, the question of re-election in "est Bengal
has not been brought cut sharply in this rescolution. He stated
that economically and politically West Bengal is a colony of the
Centre, but he did not like to pursee this subject. 5

N
~

-

Com. Umanath stated that the demand for re-election should be

e

listed amongst the demands in this resolution.

Com. B.T. Ranadive explained that the position that West Bengal
is a colony of the Centre has never been accepted by the CITU
or by the party.to which it belongs. Hence this question should
not be hrought here. He suggested that a para should bo\@evoted
to welcoming left unity in Yest Bengal. |

Com. Sudhin Kumar further proposed that the fact that 67nprisoners
have bheen killed by warders inside prison should be included.

The resolution, this amended, was passed unanimously.

27. Com. N. Prasada Rao (Andhra) moved the resolution onj
"MURATORIUM ON STRIKFS". Com. P.K. Kurane (Maharashtra) supported

the pesolution.

Com. Sudhin Kuymar stated that the worlk 'avoiding' should be -

changed.
X

Com. B.T. Ranadive explained that the resclution should have épno
change. The present phase and patriotie appeal for‘noraxoriul

on strike should be exposed. 3 _ﬁ«
The rexm@ifi resolution, thus amended, was passed unanimously.

28. Com. Kam=1l Sarkar (West Bengal), while moving the resolution
on "Jute Vorkers' Strike", explained that notice for the strike
was given in a situation surcharged with. He also said that it
may be that the major demands may be conceded even before the
strike. There has?%ggn some changes in the INTUC where pro-

Indira elements have been brought to the forefront. He narrated
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how the INTUC, AITUC and HMS have separately formed a co-ordin=-
ation Committee and tried to steal a march over us by fixing the
date of the strike while scaling down vital demands. We decided

to stick to all demands aswell as to include a demand that a
settlementgon the issues should be implemented in the whble of

the count ‘. The strike notices have been served jointl} in

most of the mills in form of mass deputation and even 1ln areas }
where terror rules, efforts are being made to follow this\iqu‘ 
gramme. The two strike notices are being compared by ouf x;tt‘gﬁix\&
agitators and nressure from below is being built upon the INTUQ;/
AITUC etc. The labour Miknister has come out with the prgpcigi-

of a minimum wage of Rs. 235/=-. The AITUC is proposing a//

minimum wage of Rs. 265/-. But a settlement at Rs. 235/~ or

240/~ is expected. It may be taken to the Central Governhent-ror
breaking the resistance of ITJMA., Raigarh has served notice.

Andhra Pradesh is also on the way. The U.P. Mills are serving
notice. An All India Federation of Jute Workers may be formed now
because the Government is trying to have some modern mills in

M.P. etc. He then read out the resolution. p:

Com. Ram Asrey (U.P.) supported the resclution and informed the
meeting that th® in the two Jute Mills at Kanpur, preparations

are going on for strike from 11-5-72.

The resolution was adopted unanimously. L

29. Com. S.Y. Kolhatkar moved a resolution on the Governﬁnnt'a

Newspzpex Newsprint Policy. A
‘ 1\:
He said, the reason for this restriction,is because of stoppgge
of import of Newsprint from America and this affects only a ‘
few newspaper: like the Hindu, The Statesman, etc. which argﬁi
owned by Press barons and which accoujts for 73% of the—clreufi}'
ation. These owners have also resorted to black-marketing
besides increasing their advertisement which sometimes éccpunt
for 70% of the paper. The small Newspapers do not get any\
advertisemant. In the recent past, the quota of Newsprint for

both the big and small newspapers were increased. Bxk By this
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" seeming attack on monopoly press, the Government is trying to bring

the entire press under their thumb, while the employers are using
this opportunity to attack the workers and working journalists.

The CITU should take advantage of this situation and organise the
working Jjournalists so that the present black-out of the Press could
be ended.

Com. S. Suryanarayan Rao(Karnataka) wanted some clarifications.

Com. Md. Ismail supported the resolution.

Com. B. T. Ranadive explained that there are two points viz.
Press barons and the Government. The formulation in the resolution
should not be such as if the CITU is opposed to restriction on mono-
poly press. “hile stating the intenticn of the Government we must
come out against the monopoly press very clearly. Hence the wording
of the resolution should be modified and we should make cut the Eagg
of the employees clearly and expose the ....... cisolalm of tha Pevie
Barons of the necessity for retrenchment.

7ith these modifications, the resolution wss adepted unanimously.

30. Com. P. Ramamurti moved the resolution on the ban on strikes in

Electricity Project area in Kerala.
The resolution was adopted unanimously.

31. Com. P, Ramamurti then moved the resolution on greetings to the

workers of Tamilnadu. He also moved the resolution on transfer of
West Bengal prisoners from Tamilnadu to West Bengal and their release.

Com. Samar Mukherjee wanted the word 'daily' to be deleted.

Com. Kamal Sarkar suggested that the Tamilnadu Committee should
fix up one day to lead a demonstration in Madras and also another
date for demonstration before the jail gate.

Com. Monoranjan Roy suggested that some M.P.s should visit
Cuddalore. He was informed that Com. Jyotirmoy Bose was going there.

Com. B. T, Ranadive accepted the suggestion of Com. Kamal Sarkar
and outlined the task of Tamilnadu Committee.

The resolutions were passed unanimously.

32. Com. Bimal Chatterjee(W.Bengal) placed the Credential Committee

Report.
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The Credentials Committee recommended affiliation of those
unions which have fulfilled all the requirements. For the rest,
the Committee suggested that office-bearers authorised to grant
affiliation on the unions fulfilling their obligations.

The Committee's suggestions were accepted.

33. The report on 'The Working Class' was then taken up for discu-
ssion.

Com. N. Prasada Rao complained that the parcel for Hydorabgd
was not recieved last month. Commentiﬁg on the 'Legal Notes' he
suggested that these should not be merély exposures but alsonbe
pointegg for the working class to enable them to take up the
issues for agitation,

Com. Kemal Sarkar spoke about the necessity for a Hindi

Journal. He said that the present one published from Kanpur 3\

(Ma jdoor Rajnity) does not fulfil the need. Hence this point M

should be considered.

Com. M. K. Pandhe replied to the points raised. He also
suggested that the State Committees should send regular reports
to the Journal. He also pointed out that the State Committees
should be serious about the circulation of the Journal and prevail
upon each leading union to subscribe the Journal. Even in regard
B9 WS . «e-+.. articles, the State Committees should send
materials. He informed the house that the decision to bring out
The Working Cless 1in Hindi could not be implemented due to non-a
availahility of cadre. Once this problem is sclved, the Hindi
Journal will be brought out. He also suggested that comrades
should indicate the subject for 'Legal Notes'.

Com. Mohan Punamia suggested that each Union should compul-
sorily pay subscription for The Working Class aleng with their
affiliation fees. Com. Harikrishna Saha (Gujarat] objected %o
this proposal.

Cam. B.T.Ranadive stated that this would be a good suggestion
when at least each State Committee brings out a local journal. At
the present momemt, there should be a decision to the effect that

each State Committee do their best to push up sales.

Page / 33

74



(121

-33~

The house aporoved this decision.

In regard to Hindi journal, Com. B. T, Ranadive stated that the
Centre is thinking of publishing both Hindi and Urdu journals. As
soon as required staff is available, these would be brought out.

He referred to the need for a CITU journal in Bengali and exhorted
that it should be brcught out immediately.
34, Com. M. K. Pandhe submitted a report on verification.

He said that it is expected that the CITU is likely to get 6 lakhs
verified membershin. It shows that we have not been able tc prove
our membership to the extent of 2 lakhs 75 thousand. This 1is unsatis-
factory. It is also seen that 60C unions of CITU have not submitted
their annual return thcocugh 10C of them have informed us that they
have since submitted the same., ¥Hence we could not prove membership
of 250 unions for non-registration and 500 unions for non-submission
of returns. The CITU should not carry such unions on its rolls. 3
The State Summid® Committees should take necessary steps. There are
preliminary verifications only.

35, Com. B, T, Ranadive:

Re: U.P, Note - he said that the speeches made by comrades Ravi
Sinha and Ram Asrey have not taken the rote seriously. This explains
absence of class consciousness, that all-India consciousness. They
want us to believe that they have conducted some struggles here and
there. What they failed tc do was not mentioned by them. The
Working Committee should gc on record that their explanation was not
satisfactory. He said that he would attend the State Committee
meeting and report to the office-bearers.

Many problems and doubts have been raised. He said that he was
not at all satisfied with the preparations for the meeting. They
were sadly lacking. The Central Cffice was thorcughly under-manned.
The West Bengal Report was also submitted late. Copies of resolutions
were also not circulated. If we want to be a source of guidance,
some comrades should be associated with the preparatory stage of the
Working Committee meeting. A certain amcunt of inefficiency has
developedi. Some jobs go by default and comrades complain for these
lapses. Pandhe is taking all the responsibility which is creating
difficulties. A comrade who is supposed to do the work should come

on the stage.
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.Re: The ﬁgrking Class, he said that the major part of the

editorial board is not functioning.

Referring to some of the problems posed he said that the
méeting should primarily deal with the West Bengal situation.

It is the biggest political challenge to theCITU. Our entire
organisation in West Bengal has fought courageously, both indi-
vidually and callectively. Something unprecedented has happened.
One-tenth of the terror unleashed in West Bengal would have
smashed the CITU in Kerala. They have not gone through this
process. The enormity of what is happening mav be understood

from the fact that many had to rist their lives. In the colliery
areas we had to face it long before Cglcutta. Comrades should have
expressed their sense of shame for not doing anything for West
Bengal. ;

It is not true to say that reaction is spreading Milirary
attacks are being launched on the Working Cléss. Qur trade unions
in West Bengal havebeen systematically fighting this for months.
Qur fight must be put befor the entire working class. This heroic
fight is something to be inculcated. It must also be understood as
to wherefrom the working class got this Xxw IkruxxzX= strength to
resist. During the last two years the working class was political-
ised. At every phase, the working class fought political battles.
It is from this heightened political consciousness that the working
class hés got the inspiration to fight to fight against this
repression. Had it been simply built up on economic battles, the
resistance would have broken up. The correct class line followed in
this politicalisation has enabled us to secure the loyalty of even
the Jindi-spelhking workers who were being utilised by the Congress/
in the past. Because of this, the fight against the Congress in ,
West Bengal is being led by the left forces. It is because of tﬁis
that we have been able to withstand all the terror that has been

~

loose. In the past, our organisation collapsed in the face of mudﬁgk

N

less terror. This lesson,not merely the terror stories, should be \
understocd. Rhey The years of political struggle in West Bengal has
helped the working class to fight back the offensive with heightened

political consciousness.

We have to take intu cuasideration the change in the situatioc;,
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In 1967, the Congress party lost its monopoly power in the country.
There were two United Front Governments in West Bengal. In 1972,

the congress has again ot back into power., It is the same position.
Too much playing with Parliamentary democracy was dangerous for the
ruling class. They tried to subvert Parliamentary democracy. In
Kerala and West Bengal a viable Left Front existed which voted
against the congress. In the States where reactionary Parties were
there, the congress could easily surving the poll. Except Madraéy

N

and Oriss, in all other States the Congress has got control over Yo
the Parliamentary mechinery., During the Bangladesh war offensive
against us was intensified. They want to see that all their econo-
mic policies are enforced. The authoritarian trend is only to save
the ruling Party. Congress wanted to nib the West Bengal situation
in the bud,

Barring India, in all other countries of the 3rd world Parlia-
mentary democracy was being replaced by one-party diétatorahip,
Indira Gandhi enjoyed the support of the big.bourgeois-landlord
classes. So the trend towards one party dictarorship is a likely

trend. The ruling party is cheating the pecple with slogans like

Garibi Hatao, Sociallism, etc. In West Bengal the party supressed

democracy, whereas in other States it is having mandate from the
peorle. The terror in West Bengal was understocd by our comrades
in other other States, but they did not understand rigging up of
the elections. If 50 per cent of the people realise what happened
in West Bengal, then the ruling party's position will be difficult.
The working class of Bombay votes for Congress and Shiv Sena.
In Nazl Germany what happened was more than what has happened in
West Bengal. Attakk on the Commrunists has not yet become a part
and parcel of consciousness of the Congress ranks. The congress
was trying to create an impression that the CPI(M) was attacking.
There is no jublletion in Congress camp in West Bengal. The
situation is not so dark as is being made cut by some. The enemy
is not as strong as it is claimed. He has feet of clay. There is
a bigger cleavage hetween & substantial part of the following of

Gohgress and its leadership. In Durgapur, the INTUC cadre and
Page/36
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Chhetra Parishad are at loggerheads. In Germany, the Nazi party-

36

could ensure that the production also went up. But the industries
in West Bengal find that production is not going up.

We rarely isolate the gangsters from the T.U. and democratic
movements. "e have to work out the phenomenon. A broad democratic
appeal has to be made.

Now Jaiprakash Narain is goingz to West Bengal to study the
rigging.

He then pesed the gquestion, "Should we join hands with Jan
Sangh or Congress(0) ?" He said that we have to isolate Indira
Gandhi from th® her following.

This is not ordinary repression. e can stop the emergence
of one-party dictatorship by driving a wedge betwsen the storm-
troopers and the other elements. To-day honest Congress leaders
like Maitreyi Bose and Kali Mukherjee are being thrown out. We
have tc take counter political tactics to fight out these attacks.

In ¢ur T.U. movement we heave to anélyse our experiences. Some
pregress in the movement has been registered, but there has been
set backs as well. Ye have to formulate politicsl slogans of the
time. More stress should be given on Bonus struggle end Bangladégp.

The working class comes in the labour market with political e
ideas. VWinning over of the working class politically requires
something more than economic gains. In Bombay, right to strike
was being scught to be given up. These are political issues on
which the working class has to be activised.

Since Coimbatore, a number of slogans has been given before the
working class, like Self-reliance, Bangladesh, etc. We have to be
very careful while defending Bangladesh.

Some wrong slogans, like shifting of Head quarter of S.E. Rly .
to Orissa, are also being given. The DMK is giving the slogan o5
Autonomy. :

“hy are we being attacked in West Bengal ? Becsuse it is in :
the vanguard of the entire revolutionary movement. Efforts are being
made by the bourgeocisie tc divert the attenticn of the people.
Because of the weakness of the T.U,. movement, the discontent of the

people is being diverted towards parochial channels. In Maharashtra



and West Bengal this programme is being followed. In Maharashtra
reformism is succembing tc Shiv Sena. The best proletarian strata
is behind Shiv Sena. Alsc the unemployed workers are being utili-
sed by the Shiv Sena. 1n West Bengal, some workers of the Joy Union
are joining Chhatra Parishad.

Cur movement is & class movement. 1t should not be channelised
towards chauvinistic directions.

The situation in "est Bengal varies.from area to area. How %o
orgenise the work in a factory ? Part of our following was temporary,
but the majority of the mass of werkers should be approached.

Functioning of the West Bengal CITU should be improved radically.
We have such devoted cadre and resource and such fine material. hut
the functioning is chaotic. The CITU Cgastitution has not been
bought in Bengali. TFven & Typewriter has not been purchased. The
leaders are devoted but mere devotion does not serve the purpose.
You have to give very strict attention to the method of functioning.
The Kerala unit of CITU has only started funoctioning. A real Centre
should be built in "West Bengal.

Inspite of all our shortcomings, because of our systematic work
our movement is getting a centralised direction. We have been
successful because of our line of unity and struggle. In major
political issues we have drawn attention of the unions to these
directions. But the compaign is not being carried out. Cur movement
should not be merely economic demands but also political demands.

The enemy is also talking about Socialism to cheat the people.
Tven in West Bengal they will resort to a lot of methods to cheat a
section of the people, such as threat to use MISA against employers,
schemes for sdlving unemployment, falling prices may affect the
peasantry etc. The bourgeoisie must be exposed. The unemployment
question has become extremely serivus. At times the bourgecisie
uses the unemployed against us also.

56. FE.3.I. Comnittee: The Committee should visit different States

and prepare reports. The Working Committee expresses its regret for
the non-functioning of the ESI Committee.

37. Rubber and Tyre: At the request of Com. Kolhatkar, the Working

Committee decided that the Committee should be formed.



[

136

{
-38-
38. Ccoal Mines: The Centre cannot take any responsibility.

39. Road Transport: A resolution was adopted on the attack on

State Transport Workers.

It was also decided that re: co-ordination of Transport
workers Com. Prasada Rao can take the regpénsibility.
40. Com. Sunil Maitra and some other employees of the LIC have
been attacked by Chhatra Parishad. A resolution should be passed

on this subject.
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RESOLUTIONS

Working Committee Meeting held in New Delhi on
April, 24-26, 1972

ON MARTYRS

The Working Committee of the CITU pays its homage to the
valiant fighters of the working class and the toiling people
of India who laid down their lives braving police bullets and
attacks of gangsters and hirelings of the employers, the Congress(R)
and other reacticnary forces in the country.

In West Bengal hundreds of leaders and cadres of the CITU
and other democratic organisations were brutally murdered during
the last two years. Com. Sunil Sen, Member of the General Council
of the CITU and prominent trade union leader of Dum Dum was among
those who fell a victim to the assassin's dagger.

The Yorking Committee of the CITU strongly condemns these
murderous attack and calls upon the Indian working class to raise
their powerful voice against these gruesome murders. The CITU takes
a solemn pledge to carry forward the struggle with more vigour fiil
the tasks left unfinished by these martyrs are accomplished. :

ON _CONDQLENCE

The Working Committee of the CITU deeply mourns the untimely
death of Com. Rajen Sinha, Member of the General Council of the
CITU and popular leader of the tea-garden workers of North Bengal.
It conveys its grief to the bereaved members of his family.

The Working Committee expresses its deep sorrow at the sad
demise of several activists of trade union and democratic movements
during the last 10 months and pays homage to their memory.

ON RECUGNITION OF TRADE UNIUNS

This meeting of the Working Committee of CITU views with
grave concern the agreement reached between the INTUC, AITUC -

and HMS on the issue of recognition of unions. These three
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Central Trade Unions which have been holding meeting under the
auspices of the Government of India for sometime past have
evolved a formula for recognition of unions. This formula

in effect has given up the principle of recognition through
secret ballot.

Recognition through secret ballot has long been a demand
of the militant trade union movement. The Government of India
has been consistently refusing to adopt this principle. The
ATTUC and HMS who had earlier laid stress on this principle
for over 20 years and who had pledged to fight for this pfinciple
in the joint declaration of May, 1971 have now shamelessly
ebandoned this principle and, in collusion with INTUC, have
prcvided a handle to the Government of India for o not implemen-
ting it.

These three orgzanisations have accepted the method of
verification instead of ballot as the principle basis of recog-
nition. The decisiocn of & judge appointed for this purpose
will be fipal and this simply means that it is a judge not the
workers who will decide the fate of the workers. The agreement
has stipulated that a poll will be taken in cases where the
difference in verified membership is marsinal. This in effect
would mean that in most of the cases, fecognition will not be
decided by ballot. Experience has shown that verification
always favours the pro-employer unions. It has been the exper-
ience of trade unions that whenever the management arrives at
an agreement with a union which is not bruly representative of
the workers, it cannot be implemented. It is only a union which
is elected by secret ballot that can implement decisions effect-
ively.

This meeting is, therefore, of the opinion that this under-
standing between the three Central Trade Unions not only hits at
the root of trade union democracy but also is asainst the inter-
ests of the workers and thus pave the way for class collaboration.

This meeting therefore, strongly condemns this unders?anding
and reiterates its demand that the secret ballot must be taken as

the only criterion for union recognition. This meeting pledges to

continue its fight to force iLe adoption of this principle by the
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Government,

This meeting appeals to the AITUC and HMS to realise their
mistake and to come forward to fight unitedly Tfor the principle
of recognition through secret ballot a principle for which they -

had also stood sou long. N

ON JUTE WOREKERS STRIKE

The Working Committee of CITU sends Xm its warm greetings to
2 lakh 50 thousand Jute workers of West Bengal and another 30
thousand Jute workers of Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh for their resclve to commence an 1ndu$try7wide
continucus strike with effect from 8th May 1972 on ten point
demands including the demand for a minimum wage of Rs. 300/-,
and assures them full suprort in their struggle.

The Working Committee of CITU notes that inspite of the
consistent efforts of CI™ affiliated Bengal Chatkal Mazdoor
Union and united effort of the unicns of CITU, UTUC, UTUC (LENIN
SARANI) and Trade Uniun Co-crdinetion Centre (Forward Block) in
Jute incdustry in West Bengal, TNOPUC, AITUC and HMS uniocns have
not only refused to announce the strike decision unitedly but
in their mp® separate strlke nctice nave also revised and reduced
the demands of jute workers Jjointly finalised and agreed upon
earlier by the unions of all the Central Trade Unions.

While the  ute employers arenow making a yvearly profit of
Rs. 6000/- per workers, and the foreign exchange earning from jute
products has increased from Rs. 189 crores in 1969-70 to Rs. 289.30
crores in 1970-71 and in 1971--72 it is expected to far exceed
Rs. 300 crores and the employers with Government baciking have deli-
berately delayed settlement of the long standing demands of the
workers, the unions of CIT, UTUC, UTUC (Lenin Sarani) ard TUCC
in jute industry have again appealed jointly to the unions of
INTUC, AITUC, and HMS to form a Joint strike Committee to unitedly
guide jute workers strike and not to deflect from the stand on

Jute workers demands unitedly taken earlier. The jute workers
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of west Bengal have learnt well the lessons of years of struggles

that unity is the only guarantee of successfull fight against

exploitation and advencement of their cause, They have built

up strong unity at the base which had its reflection in forging

unity at top in 1969 and 1970 strike struggles. Now when it is

necessary to strengthen this unity all the more, INTUC, ANTUC,

and HMS by serving separate strike notice is corroding the vitaliji

of the unity at the base and ereating confusion immobilising a .,

section of jute workers on the eve of the impending strike struggle?
The working Committee of CI"U extends full support to the

Joint stand of the unions of CITU, UTUC, UT™UC (Lenin Sarani) and

TUCC in West Bengal and appeals to INTUC, AIYUC and HMS to maintain

the unity of jute workers which has developed through struggles

and taken concrete shape during the historic strike struggles of

M
\

August 1969 and December 197¢.

The Government persues a pclicy of utter servility to the
interests of the jute barons as a result the Jute barons are
refusing to settle the just demands of the workers. Inspite of
the fact that fortunes of ten wmillions of people are linked with
the jute industry, that jute prodicts earn & third of the entire
foreign exchange and more than 70 crores of revenue, the Govern-
ment has refused to nationalise the jute industry owned by ten
big moncpoly houses; who earn more than 160 crores of profits
annually not countins the vast black money, in rupee and in
foreign exchange, Recently the Government has turned a blind
eye to the huge smugsling of raw jute at very ow prices whichi" —
has helped the jute barons to make enormous black money. :

The Working Committee of CITU strongly condemns the Govern-
ment of India for its policy regarding jute industry and its
workers, and demands immediate settlement of jute workers demands
and nationalisation of jute industry. It also demands that
Governement of West Benfal immediately naticnalise the industry
irrespective of the attitude of Governemént of India.

The Working Committee of CITU calls upon the jute workers of
West Bengal and other States to continue preparation for the coming

strike with all seriousness and to maintain their unity at the

o TR
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base at all cest for the secke of an effective struggle.

The jutw workers of "“est Bengzal represented the unions
of CITU, UTUC, UTUC(lenin Sarsni) and TUCC have already demand-
ed that whatever se$tlement is finally arrived at in YWest Bengal
shwuld De anifurmly extended Lo the jute wurkers of Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Utter Pradesh, M,P, and snother States. The Working
Coumitiee of CITU congratulates the jute wourkers of West Beangal
for thelr initistive to builéd up industry-wide strugsle on all-
India basis end calls upon the Jute workers of other States to
use the opportunlity t6 orgenise an all-lndia united strusggles
of Jjute wurkers,

The Working Committee of CITU elsc calls upon the workers
ani employees of =21) industrles to support the just demands of
the jute workers and extend all fraternal help and co-operation

to jute workers in theaiyr struzgle.

-~ . - -

’ - - b
N VIST INAM

The VYorking Committee ¢f the @ITW strongcly condemns the U.S.
imperialiam for the rencwed agzression on Ngrth Vietnam with massive
aireal bombings and naval blocade in a desperate sttempt to save
itself and its puppet reglre in South Vietnam from complete decable
at the mighty blows ¢f the herovic people of Vietnam. The bombings
of such a vast magnitu&e-with near nuclear weapons which p surpass
all previous records unless checked lmmediately underlines a
serious danger of escalation of “he war and a great threat to the
lives and liberties of the peonles of the whole pariiexIxely
world particulsrly of South Tast Agia. The Nixon Administrations?

¥

sucdden stoppage of Peris talks and further sirengthening of the 2
Seventh Fleet reveal its real eriminal purpose,

The acticn of U.S, imperialism once azain exposed itself as the
greatest enemy of the peoples of the world. The people of India here
have zot recent experience about U.S. imperialism in relation to

Bangladesh freedon struggle.

LA “
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The Working Committee greets the heroic people of Vietnam as
well as Cambodia and Laos, for their valiant resistance against this
barbarous aggression and simultanoously delivering shattering blows
to the enemy bringing nearer the complete liberation of South
Vietnam and Indo-China nearer. The working class and the people of
India draw tremendous inspiration from these epic struggles of the
people of Vietnam and express their full confidence in the viptory

N,

=

of their struggles. RN

The YWorking Committee congratulates the people of United States
and xhkm other countries for their world wide protest against_p.s.
imperialism and support for the struggle of the Vietnamese pobﬁ;g
for national liberation and unification. This struggle has immensely
helped the liberation of the Vietnam from the yoke of U.S.
imperialism.

The CITU welcomes the stand taken by the Gofernment of India for
expressing its disapproval of the action of U.S. imperialism and
calling for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Vietnam. But the
situation demands more effective intervention on behalf of the
Government of India and the Indian people to stop this mass
massacres of human lives and wanton destructions of properties. The
wWorking Committee urges the Government of India to take positive
steps to help the freedom fighters of Vietnam and to severe all
relations with the puppet Government and immediately grant recog-
nition to the Provisional Revolutionary Government.

The CITU calls upon the people of India and specially the
working class to raise their voice to denounce U.S. imperialism
and demand the immediate stoppage of bombings over North Vietnam,
withdrawal of all its forces from the soil of Vietnam and to
express full solidarity with the glorious heroic people of Vietnam.

The Working Committee appeals to all the Central Trade Unions
of India to observe unitedly throughout the country a Day for joint
protest against American aggression and for solidarity with tho
people of Vietnam.
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ON L.I.C. EMPLOYE"S STRUGGLE

The Working Committee of CITU sends its warm fraternal
greetings to 45,000 LIC employees for unitedly observing one day
strike and boycott on 25th April 1972 throughout India to press
their longstanding demands like recognition, bonus, amenities,
uniform holidays to building staff, reduction of interest on house-
building loans etc. and expresses firm solidarity with them in
their struggle.

The LIC employees who led a heroic fight against automation,
are again on the path of struggle and the Working Committee of
CITU is confident that they would demonstrate same zeal and unity
in successfully concluding the present phase of struggle.

The Working Committee of CITU calls upon the working class
of India to extend full support to the LIC employees in their

&
struggle and demands of the Government of India and L.I.C. R\

authorities to settle their demands immediately.

ON DELAY IN PUBLICA TION OF THIRD
PAY COMMISSIUN REPORT

The Working Committee of CITU notes with grave concern fﬁe
delay in publication of the report of the Third Pay Commiasioﬁ}\
which neither the Commission nor the Government has been able to
justify. The Central Government employees had, from the very '
beginning, were apprehensive of such delays and demanded that .
the bensSfit of the recommendations, should be given from lst
February 1969 from which date such rise has &decome due in terms
of earlier decisions. Their fears have come true. Both the
Commission and the Government have refused to give retrospective
effect to the interim relief. On® one hand the Commission termed
the relief as "interim" on the other it refused to let the old
principle of granting increase in D.A. in terms of the existing
order operate; thus the Commission is virtually acting as a
Dearness Allowance Commission and not as the Pay Commission, which

the Central Government Employees would demand it to be.
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The policy of indirect taxation and deficit finaneing pursued
the Gdvernment of India, has already effected an unprecedented rise
in prices i.e. 14 points in one year. The meagure increase in money
value granted through two instalments of interim relief has not been
able to fully neutralise the erosion in real wage of the workers
(except only for those at the bottom) which has taken place since
2nd Pay Commission. The reliefs have thus in reality effected a
pay cut on the Central Government Employees. Therefore the doﬁay,
in publication of the Third Pay Commission report will only make
the condition of the employees more unbearable. It is now increas-
ingly becoming clear that the Commission is acting as a tool in the
hands of the Government to keep down the wages of the Government
employees, while the wage structure in both the Private and public
sector has undergone a change since the days of the Second Pay
Commission.

The Working Committee noted with dismay the failure of the
recognised unions to launch an effective protest against thes
pelicy of the Government. Some organisations have observed some
"Protest Days" in this regard and let the matter rest. The OITU
is of the opinion that it is high time, that all the organisations
of the Central Government employees should unite and rise to a man
to demand immediate publication of the Commission's report. This
meeting of the Working Committee calls upon the Central Government
employees to strive for unity in the ranks and launch a forceful
campaign in order to wrench their due benefits from the unwilling
hands of the Government.

ON BUILDING WORKERS STRIKE IN DELHI
This meeting of the Yorking Committee of the Centre of Indian

Trade Unions greets the building workers of Delhi who have been on
strike since April 21 demanding the payment of Rs.4.50 as daily
wages as per the notification issued by the Delhi Administration >

a year ago.



@

-47-
Expressing its full support to the striking workers, this
meeting condemns the pro-contractor and anti-labour attitude of
both the Union Government and the Delhi Administration. This meeting
also condemns the deployment of police at building sites by the
Government to browbeat the workers and to help the big contractors.
This meeting is surprised at the deliberate intorprotatiop
of the notification by the Delhi's Labour Department which ma;hxaina
that only such of those employees as are employed by the Local
Authority are entitled to Rs.4.50 and not other workers even if they
happen to perform the same work. It is against this wrong interpre-
tation that the building workers are fighting and are demanding the
payment of Rs.4.50 wage rate. This meeting demand that the Union
Government and the Delhi Administration should immediately concede

the demands of the workers.,

ON UNITY AND UNITED ACTIONS

The Working @ommittee of the CITU, notes with satisfaction
that since the last meeting of the Genersl Council of the CITU
held in Coimbatore, united actions of the working class on an
extensive scale have taken place in various parts of the country,
overcoming imnumerable manoceuvres of disruptive forces and
elements and braving severést ever of repfessions.

Facing semi-fascist attacks, murders and arson, the heroic
working class of West Bengal organised a successful and total
General Strike and Bundh on 27-8-1971, defying the opposition of
the leaderships of HMS and INTUC, demanding an end to terror,
holding of #lections and for re-opening of closed mills. 13th
october 1971 saw another united Bundh demanding re-instatement
of the dismissed State Government employees. 3% lakh engineoﬁ:

ing workers led by the CITU, AITUC, INTUC, BMS, 2 UTUCs and . -
N
R

N

TUCC went on a day's strike in August 1971 protesting agafnst s

S
LS

D.A. cut. In November 1971 all the Central Trade Unions jointly
called a strike to win the demands of the Jute workers. West
Bengal unitedly observed a General Strike and Hartal on the demand
of recognition of the Provisional Government of Bangladesh, |
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In Kerala, © lakh coir workers, united under the joint

leadershid of CITU, AITUC, and INTUC went into acticon for a day
on 13.,3.,72, demanding payment of minimum weges as per Act, This
was followed by district wise united indefinite mtrikes by the
Colr workers. 3 lskh plantation workers, united under the
Joint leadership of 7ITU, AITUC and INTUC, have already held a
snccessful one day token strike and are preparing for an
indefinite genersl strike for the demands of wage revision.

In Tamilnsdu, 14000 Simpson Group workers, supported jointly
by CITU, Madras-Chinglepet Co-ordination Council, INTUC, AITUC
and HMS, unitedly and successfully fought a bitter battle
agalnst the attempt of the DMK Government to foist its own
nominee on the workers® union and ageainst a sell out of the
workers' interests. The entire lakh and fifty thousand
textile workers of Tamilnadu united for the first time and
went on a successfull State-wide general strike unitedly
sponsored by the CITU, INTUC, ™3 and AITUC and all other
“independent unions, demanding wage revision, highcr bonhs
and against effects of rationalisation. The country saw
the spectacle of the CITU, INTUC, HMS, AITUC and all other
unions in Temilnadu, uniting from top to bottom, and giving
& call for State-wide total bundh on 11.1.72 in solidarity
with the Simpson workers' strike and actually organised a
total one day bundh throughout Coimbatore District.

In Rajasthan the transport workers' strike in February
1972 was led unitedly.

In Kenpur after many years, the textile workers have
united and gone on strike under the joint leadership of CITU,
AITUC and INTUC. ©n bonus issue there was united actions in
Eanpur. Besides these, innumerable joint acticns cutting
across affilieticns have taken plece throuzhout the length
and breadth of the country for higher benus and outside the
fremework or the anti-working elass Bonus Act, These united
actions have resulted in substantiai gains for the uorkcra in

many cases.,
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The Working Committee wishes to draw the attention of the
working class that the Bing Business and their Governments both
at the Centre and various States, enmashed in an economic crisis
of their oﬁn created views these growing united actions as a
menace to their line of pushing the burdens of the crisis into
the shoulders of the working class and as such are bent upon
disrupting this growing class unity and united action.

The employers and the Governments , having recognised the
leading and active role of the CITU in forging such class unity
and actions, have decided on isolating the CITU and other fight-
ing organisations, as well as uncoupling the HMS, AITUC énd
INTUC from the growing common front, as the modus operandi to
achieve their end. The Working Committee notes that the Congress
Government of late have dished out many patronages in various
forms to the HMS, AITUC and INTUC leaderships, with a view to
lure them into breaking away fram the growing class united front
of action that is being forged by the working class, and to forge
in its place a front amongst themselves, to play the employers
and Governments' game of disruption and division.

The Working Committee considers that, the need for carrying
forward the unity, organising a sustained campign around the
platform of the 8 point programme adopted at the May Conference,
and development of a broad-based front of all militant orgenisa-
tions for action, has become still more urcent and imperative to
successfully meet this new challenge of the employers and their
Governments.,

But the Working Committee notes with regret that the hopes
roused among millions of workers in the country soon after the
evolution of a common platform at the May 71 Conference was bei;ed
by thé negative attitude of the AITUC and HMS leaders obstruqf}ng
follow-up actions on the Conference decisions. The leaders of ?\\\
the FMS and AITUC who participated in the unity Conference lasﬁ'\
May, unitedly attacked the Governments labour policy and who along
with the CITU formed a Convenors' Committee to earry rorward‘that

unity, have now suddenly Jjoined hands with the INTUC and that \E

f
all the three have fallen wictims to the pressures and manouvres



of the employers and Governments.

The Committee regrets to note that the HMS and AITUC leaders
who were party to the unanimous decision of the May Conference
for recognition of Trade Unions by secret ballot, have backed
out of this pledge to the working class and joined the INTUC in
advocating the anti-democratic principle of recognitiocn by
verification of membership. The Committee also learns that the
leaders of the HMS, AITUC and INTUC, are evolving a scheme of in-
dustrial relations in which the workers' right to strike will be
given up in some form.

‘"he Committee wishes to point out to these leaders that the
line they are adopting now, far from responding to the need of the
hour in favour of the working class, would only help the employers
and Governments to carry forward their menouvres of disruption and
division in the new situation, and appeals to them to return to
the May Conference decisions in the interests of the working class.

The ¥orking Committee while greeting the millions of workers
who participated in the recent united action cutting across affilia-
tions, wishes to warn them that with the proppect of eeonomio\orisis
accentuating further, they are to face more severe and oxtoﬁgivc
attacks on their living standards and democratic libortios‘iﬁ the

coming months.

NS

The Working Committee appeals to all sections of workers who ért-\
fighting their battle unitedly, to see through the new disruptive
manouvres of the employers and the Government, realise the danger
posed to their united actions by the latest moves of the HMS, INTUC
and AITUC leaders, and carry forward the banner of unity and united
action along wi the path of further consolidation and advane;.

The Working Committee c¢alls upon all affiliated unions ef¥$ho
CITU to redouble their afforts to unite the working class throdé&
united actions, particularly in view of the deepening cgisis‘and tho}\

disruptive plans of the employers and their Governments.
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ON INTRUDUCTION OF AUTOMOTION AND ELECTROUNIC
COMPUTER,

The Working Committee of CITU notes with serious concera
the continued threat to existing employment and employment
potential due to automation and use of Electronic Computor on
an extensive scale. Government of India is deliberately press-
ing its policy on automation ignoring nationwide protest and
most devastating effect of these sophisticated mamoth job sarving
devices leading to retrenchment and sharink@ge in employment poten-
tial., In Foreign 0il Companies hundreds of employees have already
been retrenched due to Flectronic Computor and no arrangement was
made for their rehabilitation éespite assurance of the Government
that retrenchment due to automation will not be allowed. A number
of firms like I.B.B.,2x I.C.T. éﬁc. have already been given licenses
for manufacturing uigh poworosechmputoers in India and this policy
is being pursued at a time when unemployment has become most acute,
registered unemployed alone being more than 4 million.

The Government itself being the champion of automation
introducing computer in its departments, is giving a free hand to
both foreign and Indian companies to extensively use automatic
electronic devices and Computors to reduce the number of working
hands and to garner more profit.

Recently the Government has installed a computor in the
office of Accountant General at Madras. The employees of Madras
are continuing agitation in protest agzainst instslation of
computer and have intensified the activities of Anti-Automation
Committee.

The Working Committee of CITU sends its warm greetings to
the employees of Accountant General's Office, Madras for effecti-
vely carrhing on their struggle against automation and assures
them all support and co-operation.

The Working Committee of CITU calls upon the workers and
employees in all industies, commercial houses and Government

departments to redouble their efforts to continue the agitation
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number of workers. A recent study of the Railway Ministry shows
that whereas the traffic units moved per employee on the open line
increased from 122,000 units in 1950-51 to 186,000 units in 197071,
the number of staff per illion Train Km. decreased from 3,144 in
1950-51 to 2,833 in 1970-71l., The rise in productivity and consequ-
ently of work-load of workshop employees is even more glaring. The
productivity increased by 53% and 607% in 1965-66 and 1970-71- =
over that of 1957-58, This, along with the introduction of mechani-
sation and automation in the railwasys, has brought down the emply-
ment potential of the railways. As ageinst the rise in productivity
and work-load of railwayment, their real wages have decline in the
same period.

The Working Committee notes with regret that the recognised
Federations have done nothing to ameliorate the genuine grievances
of railwaymen. On the other hand faction squabbles have started
both in the AIRF and NFIR to the detriment of united struggles of
railwaymen. The intense rivalry and attempts to elbow out oné\g;nup
of Eastern Railwaymen's Congress through semi-fascist methods at 5
Dhanbad have shown the lowest depth to which these leaders can stoop
to in order to retain the loaves and fishes of office.

The Working Committee, however, notes with satisfaction that
the railwaymen have increasingly taken the path of united struggles
to resist the attacka by the Government and for winning their just
demands. The heroic struggle of the workers of Chittaranjan Loco-
motive Works against the vindictive transfer orders issued on all
the office-bearers of the Labour Union, struggle of Fastern Railway-
men through Ranaghat Convention of September last, mighty protest
actions by thousands of workers of Fastern, South Fastern and
North Fastern Railways and also those of at other centres, show
the growing determination and increasing urge for unity among
railwaymen.

Alarmed at the growing militancy of railwaymen, the Railway
administration have embarked upon new methods of repression like
searching of railway colonies, arrests of labour leaders on false

charges, detaining railway workers under MISA, etc. in an attempt
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te terrerise the warkers.\"In West Bengal, wagen-breakers and anti-
secials ergsnised under the banner ef Yputh Congress, Chhatra
Parishad and INTUE, backed by the police and lecal administration,
are being let loose on railway workers and union activitists. They
are regularly attacking railwaymen at Howrah, Burdwan, Andal, Sita-
rempur, Chittaranjan, Naihati apnd many other centres with a view to
obstructing the normel functioning of the Jount Councils of Action
and other militent organisations which are leading the struggles.
It is a welcome feature that railwaymen in these areas are unitedly
resisting the semi-fascist attacks on their trade union movemant,
The Working Committee calls upon the militant railwaymen to be
vigilant and remain prepared to resist the attacks on their living
conditions and Trade Union rights through united action. Their
fisht for democratic functioning and healthy growth of trade unions
should be carried forward with determination. The CITU pledges 1its
whole-hearted support to the just struggles of railwavmen to win

their demands

UN MORATORIUM ON STRIKES

The CITU notes with deep concern the statements made by
President Sri Giri, the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
and the Union Labour Minister, Sri Khadilkar on the proposed
moratorium on strikes. The reason they hold are that Indian
economy should be put on a footing of self-reliance and that
self reliance would be difficult to achieve if production is
interrupted by strikes and lockouts.

This talk of moratorium on strike in the name of patrio-
tism and national interests iss nothing but a deceptive attempt
on the part of the ruling classes to deny the working class
the fundamental right to strike in defence of their interests.
Indian economic growth is threatend, nct by the working class

but by the capitalists, Indian and foreign, whose sole driving

esoeoc00 55



(5

) of

‘ A ' <@

force is the greed for meximum profits. Production is jeopar-
dised by these interests, and it is their poliicies that force
the workers to resot to direct actioa. To bslame the working
class for the strikes is to shield the attackss of the employers
on the living and working conditions of the workers.

With the capitalists ruling the roost and attacks on the
Working Class mounting, propesal of moratorium on~strikes is
nothing but asking the workers and enmployees to disarm and
surrender to the employers meekly. Prices are shooting up,
real wages are being eroded, neutralisatiocn of increase in ceost
of living is being denied, work-load is constantly being increa-
sed, more and more workers are being thrown out of employment
and services conditions are being made increasingly miserable.
Draconie laws are being put on statutes books in order to put
shackles on the movement of the working class. The Government
machinery, including the Labour Department, is acting merely as
the handemaid of the employers, rather than being of any help
to the workers. Under such circumstances, strike is the last
resort of the workers to defend their interests and win their
demands.,

Recent history shows that the working class is not prepared
to take this attack lying down, big and prolonged struggles have
been waged in all States and workers and employees of public and
pridvate undertakings, Government and private enterprises have
parﬁicipated in these struggles, neither victimisation by the
enployers nor repress.on by the Government could deter them from
fighting for their demands. The Central Inddistrial Security Force
Act, the Essential Services Maintenance Act., Industrial (Mainten-
ance and Development) Aet and the like, which severely restrict
and curtail trade unicn rights could not check the rising tlide of
workers struggles. It is in this context that the idea of a
moratorium on strikes is kEXgbeing mooted, reaching the ssme goal of
halting the working class movements.

The Government is giving all-out assistance to the monopolitists

and employers and imnumerable concessions have been given to Big
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Business in regard to licenses, imports, foreign exchange, credit
and expaension shemes. 'These sections are now demanding more con-
cessions and incentives to expand to the hitherto backward areas,
and the GQvernment is sympathetic to these projectse. Japaneselﬁpd
other foreign bign business are being wooed teo enter India in g,ﬁig
way and are being offered attractive concessions. Under such :

conditions, talk of a moratorium on strikes means sacrificing the

~
—

interests of the working class to Indian and foreign big business
It mav be recalled that while the IN{'UC is always opposed
to strikes, the AITUC and HMS have accepted moratorium on strikes
during times of emergency even in the absence of any restraints
on the employers. Now as a result of the growing resistance of the
workers Lo the very idea of moratorium on strikes and of the grov=
ing unity of the working class through united acticns and struggles,
the government, the AITURE ané the HMS say that they are not in fave
our of any legislative measures to ban strikes, yet they say that
a way should be found to see that production is not hampered by
strikes and lockouts.
The CITU appeals to the working class to realise the
natume ol this n-ow cffensive that is aimed at thelr basic
rights, and %o repudiate all moves to impose & moratorium
on strikes on one pretext or another. 1%t appeals to all
units and members of all T, Us. teo whichever national
centre they are affiliated , to be aware of this danger and
raise thelr powerful voice against it and defeat 211 attempts

to deny the workers' and employees' right to sbrikes.

CRXREEIAE XXX RBX PREPERATAGN

ON RELEASE AND REPATRIATION OF
POLITICAL PRISONERS OF WEST BENGAL

The VWorking Committee of the CITU strongly condemns the most
revengeful and inhuman treatment meted out to a large section of

political prisoners of west Bengal who have been transferred to
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the cuddalore Jail in Tamilnadu where they are being made to live
in sub-human conditions. All these prisoners detained without
trial under the PVA ae¢t and MISA, are being denied the statues of
politicsl prisoners and now, after transfer to Guddaleore Jall are
completely isolated without any contact with their relatiges and
legal 2ids. The Congress Government at the Centre and in West
Bengel following the Colonial British traditions have taken this
vindictive pelicy of transferring political prisoners to other
States in order to shatter their morale of in remote isclation.
It is significent to note that the DMK Government of Tamilnadu
has jocined the conspiracy to suppress the democratic movement of
West Bencal.

The Working Committee of the CITU eemands immediate reparti-
ation of the political prisoners to YWest Bengal, their immediate
release and, pending release, the status of political prisoners
for all detenus with arrangement for proper food and medimal
treatment.

The Working Committee of the CITU notes with appreciaticn
that the Tamilnadu State Committee of CI™ has already taken a
progremme for a-itation in supprort of the demsnd for repatriationr.
and release of West Bengal political priscners and calls upon them
tc intensify it.

FhRex¥wrkingxuf x e xR X T xR XX s XU P A X KR T X e XK IR X EXUES

The %Working Committee of the CITU calls upon the VWorking oléss
and trade unions in all the states to organise an effective agita-
tion on the demand for repatriation and release of political prison-
ers of West Bengal and to send protest leters, protest resclutions,
telegrammes to the Central, the West Bengal and the Tamilnadu

Governments.
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GREETINGS Ty TAMILNADU WURKERS

The Working Committee of the CITU greets the heroic workers

of Temélnadu, who participated in the recent glorious struggles
that took place in Tamilnadu.

Braving the strong arm methods of the DMK Goondas and the
police the 14000 Simpson Group workers fought heroically for 4
long months and compelled the planted DMK nominee on their union~
tc resign, defended their rigsht to elect a leadership of their
own choice, and rendered the treacherous agreement infructuous.

A lakh and & half textile workers unitedly observed a successful
general strike and compelled the DMK Government to start re=ppen-
ing closed mills, compelled the State Government to pay, as
relief, Rs. 5 lakhs te the 7000 workers of the closed mills,
secured interim relief and forced the employers to nezotiate the
demands for revision of wages in the entire industry even while
the wages agreement was in force, and comnelled the emplyers to
f£ill up permanent vacanciem and pay occupational wages to casuals
and rested a host of other concessions. 45,000 textile workers
working in 53 mills in the Coimbatore district went on & general
strike for 16 days demanding higher Bonus based on a minimuz of
Q%%. Large sections of workers in many industries could secure
bonus outside the purview of the Bonus Act and the Bz balance Sheets,

For the first time in the history of Trade Union movement in

Tamilnadu the entire working class of Tamilnadu closed their raﬁgq

>

and declared a state-wide bundh in support of Simpson workers on \f.\\
11.1.72, which was followed by a toutal bundh at Coimbatore district
on 1.35.72 and a number of other regional solidarity actions.

A large number of workers in the unorsganise industries 1ike

Beedl, Handloom, Cigar etc. also succeeded in securing wage incirease.
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These heroric actions of the Tamilnadu workers constituted a
severe blow to the policy of the DBF Govermnment tc force industrial
peace through repression. The number of mandays lost in 1971 was
22 lakhs days against 10 lakhs in 1970.

The lessons of these successful struggles for the working
Class are that the industrywide, State-wide unity and united aé%iqns
supported by State-wide or districtewide Joint solidarity aé?ionsﬁ\
of the entire working class, was the source of their success :
after long years of employers' and Government's oppression. The
vorking Committee appeals to the workers of Tamil Ndu to sensoli-
date this elass unity ln order to be able to face successfully

future attacks and ensure further advance.

UN NEWSPRINT POLICY

The newsprint policy recently announced by the Government
of India, restricting the number of pages of newspapers to 10,
has been strongly criticised by a section of the newspaper pro-
prietors, especially the spokesman of the monopoly press, They
have once again raised the cry of danger to the freedom of the
press, stranguletion of the newspaper industry. They have at the
same time, held out a threat of retrenchment and freezing of
emoluments of newspaper employees,

On behalf of the Government, the recent susterity measure
has been explained as being only provincial, and necessitated
by the stoppage of newsprint imports from USA following the Indxﬁ\
Pak conflict on the issue of Bangladesh. Some of the Government\:
Spokesmen have also defended the page restriction as a measure - “7\
directed against the press and intended to help the samll and |
medium newspapers.

The Working Committee of the CITU is fimmly of the Qpiniohﬂ;\

s

that theccry of danger to the freedom of press and strangulation
of newspaper industry raised by the press barons is totally false
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and motiveted. Their protests cover their desire to retzin the
immense profits they are earning by securing the advertisements
from most of the Toreign and Indian monopolists and to mainteain
their strangel-hod over the newspaper industry. These handful

of press barons havd in the past exerted pressure over the press
to suppress and distort all news of the demucratic movements,
especially the news of the toilers' mcvements, As seen recentl&'
in West Bengal, they have totally blacked out all news of the :
semi-fascist terror let loose by the ruliang Congress Governnent\‘\\\«
on the fizhting working clsss of "est Bengal and other democra- 2
tic forces. They have also been absolutely silent about the
rizging of electieons by the ruling Congress Party and have
indulged in shameless slander ¢f the Left and democratic forces.

The ruling Congress party despite its tsll talks about
the Treedom of the press and fight against the monopoly press
has s8¢ far completely diasregarded the warning given by the N
press Commission 15 years back about the growing danger of
menopély in the Newspaper Industry. It has, on the other hagp,
actually helped the big industrial housed irn varicus ways to
establish complete sway over the press in the country. It is
again the Coangress Government which has, in collusion with the
press-barons, suppressed the real freedom of press by muzzling
all news c¢f democratic movemxents and by distorting and slander-
ing political views ané news of the democratic forces,

Moreover, it should also be noted that the ruling Congress
party which teday glibly talks about self-relisnce after the
Earppe e ul Y XS eI IRtxrharxikseit
stoppage of U.S. Aid and import of U.S, newsprint, has itself been
responsible for keeping the country still dependent on foreign
imports in resnect of 75% of its recuirements of newsprimt.

Both the ruling Congress party as well as the press-tycoons have
been equally guilty in keeping the country dependent on foreign
imports in respéct of such an essential commodity as newsprint

even after 25 years of independentce.
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In view of this, the Working Commitfee of the CITU is unable
of take the anti-monopoly press declarations of the Congress Govr-
nment spokesman at their face value and hence is of the opinion
that the recent 10-page restriction effectéd by the Yovernment on
the big newspapers is likely to be used by the Ruling Congrqgs
Party as a weapon with which to make the press-barons and theéf
papers compeltely subservient tc the one-party rule of the Généﬁiaq.

Becondly, the Working Cogmittee notes with concern that N”m
while implementing its recent newsprint policy, the Central Govern-
ment has taken no steps to prevent the press-tycoons from using
this policy to interdere with the jobs and emoluments of the news-
paper employees. Similarly it must be noted thatv during the last
two years wien the number of pages of big newspapers have been
increased by 25 to 35 perceant, the wuges of the workers and emplo-
ees have rexcined staLionery in spite of an enormous increase in
workload. Hence the argument that newspapers would be overstaffed
oluice the cut is effected Goes not hold water, it is only intended
to cover the press-barons' desire to grab immendse profits. 'rhe
borking Committee strongly feels thet the Government cannot be
allowed to implement its newsprint restriction poliey at the
eepense of jobs, wages and other service conditions of the employ-
ees of bigger newspaper-s and therefore demands that the Government
must take effective steps for the protection of the workers' m jobs
and service conditions.

The Working Committee calls upon all sections of newspaper
employees including working journalists and news serwice employees
to build a broad-based unnity to resist any attack by this press-
barons on their icbs and wages.

The working Commitiee also demands that the Central Govern-
ment should enact effective legislation for diverting the cwner-
ship of the press from the hands of the big-business monopoliists
and transfer the same to eo-operative trusts of wourking journalists
and newspaper employees. All talk of breaking the stranglehold
of the monopolists over the press will only be smokescreem with-
out this measure. The Working Bommittee further inteoduction of
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price page schedule to prevent anfair competition between the big
and small newspapers.

The Working Committee further demands that the Government
must take early measures to end the dependence of the country on
imports and to make the country self-sufficient in respect of such
and essential commodity as newsprint and paper. Pending this, the
Working Comm@ttee strongly urges upon the Government to import |

newsprint from Bangladesh on a barter basis as was recently donﬁ\_\

N\ \"\;

in respect of imports from Chile and also import newsprint from ;i
rupree-payment areas and Spoecialist countries to meet one current

shrotage.

ON KBERALA LIGISLATION BANNING STRIKE

The morking Committee of the CITU strongly condemns the ban
imposed on the right to strike of Kerala Klectricity Workers and
the workers of the ITdikky Project ares.

Since the Kerala Electricity workers began making demands
for their salary revision etc. the Achutha Menon Ministry thought
it expédient to impose a ban on their right to strike by using the
Egsential Services Maintenance Act. Similarly when the workers of
Edikky project put fortn certain demands to the Contrators, the
State Governmeit requested the Government of India to impose a ban
on all strikes in this project area using the Defence of Indla S
Rules, which was lmmediately done. %

It is a matter of shame that, while CPI says that i% is E%
opposed to & ban on strikes, the Chief Minister of Kerala, Sri
Achutaha Menon vehemetly defended in the Assembly the ban on

strikes in all essential services. Vvhile the State Unit of AITUC
adopted a resolution opposing the ban on strikes, their members

in the Legislature voted for ban.ing striies in the electrical ser-
vices and Edikky project area, and voted down a proposal to delete

the Clauses banning strikes. S

The CITU draws the attentiou of the working class to the'
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daeplicities of these organisations and the anti-working class
policies adopted by the Achutha Mencn Government and appeals to
them to unite to RBight sgainst and deleat this sttack on their

fundamental rights.

ON BANGIADESH

The Vorking Committee of the CITU sends its warm fraternal
greetings tc the pecple snd working class c¢f Bangladesh for their
victory 15 the strusgle for naticnel freedom wrested bravely from
the military regime of Paxistan.

The Working Committee notes that the working class of
Bangaldesh has played a heroic part in the national struggle
ever since the days of the language struggle in the fifties, and
for this reason has been the special target of attack by the g
Pakistani rulers when thé military crack down s$arted in March 1971?“\

The CITJ from the very beginning reccgnised the struggle of ’
the Bangledesh people @s a national struggle of & people suffering
under a military dictatorship and denied all democratic rights. It
had demanded from the Govermment of India all material and moral
help to the freedom fighters, including suppdy of arms and recogni-
tion %o the Provisional ZuverpExk Government of Bancladesh.

When after a considerable hesitation and vacillation the
Goverament of India adopted this very course, the CITU enthusias-
tically welcomed it.

The emergence of a free Scvereign Bangladesh is a serious
setback in this sub-continent for the mechanisation of U.S. Imper-
ialism which has neen arming the military junta of Pakistan to the
teeth. However, only one phase of the struggle is over. The
agencles of U.S. Imperialists are again busy rallying the reac-
tionary elements in Bangladesh with finacial blandishments. in order
to retard progressive developments.

In these conditions, the conspiracies of the American
Imperialists and the Agents of the military junta can be defeated
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only on the basis of a demoeratic, secular and anti-imperialist
programme - defending the interests of the peasants, workers and
other toilers, eliminating U.S. imperialist influence and extending
democracy to all sections of the people. Such a prg;rammo can only
be implemented by rousing the vigilance of the masses and ensuring
their active participation in coordinating the newly-won freedom.
The Working Committee is confident that the working class
of Bangladesh, which played a glorious role in the freedom strugg;e
will rally the people for such a programme and help consolidate :},
the freedom and pave the way for further progress.
The @orking Committee calls for close fraternal relations
between the working class of India, Bangladesh and Pakistan so
that they can march forward together in the common struggle against

forces of reactionm, exploitation and imperialism.

ON RAPE OF DEMOCRACY IN WEST BENGAL

This meeting of the Working Committee of the CITU views grave
apprehension the virtual reign of naked terror that is prevailing ia
West Bengal even.after the rigged victory of the Congress Party in the
elections. The gravity of the situation 1ies not merely in the fact
that armed activists and hooligans organised by the Congress Party
are running amuck, committing murder, rape, arson, looting om a mass
scale with complete immunity in order to supress Left and democratic
movements and make the people of West Bengal obey the dictates of the
ruling classes and the Congress Party, but more particularly in the
fact, that the entire State apparatus in West Bengal is a party to
Shese activities of the ruling Congress.

The Working Committee of the CITU is convinced that without
the active connivance of the Congress run Central Government this
situation could not be created. The Working Committee condemns the
Congress Party and the Central Government for this subversion of all
demooratic norms, for total rigging of the elections and for imposing
a reign of terror in the sordid interest of foisting the reactionary -
and despotic rule of the Congress Party in West Bengal. The main
reason behind this is that in deeply crisis ridden West Bengal, the
Congress Party representing the ruling classes of India has been
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faced with a serious challenge to its class rule from the demo-
cratic forces. In three successive elections, in 1967, in 1969,
and in 1971 the Congress Party was defeated in West Bengal; and
every time the Central Government dissolved the legislature sooner
of later and imposed Presidents Rule on West Bengal, virtually
handing over the people to mass terror conducted by the various
wings of State and Central Police and the armed hooligans of the
Congress Party. The terror was mainly concentrated in areas where
Left and democratic movement was strong. By the time of elections
nearly a thousand Left cadres and leaders were murdered; several
thousands were imprisoned without even a show of trial; and nearly
one lac warrants of arrest were issued; thousands were compelled
to flee their hearth and home even forgeing their occupations and
jobs. Even women were not spared their honour.

Even after all these, the Congress Party was doubtful of obtain-
ing a majority in the elections and the Union Government was most
reluctant to allow the elections to be held in West Bengal. However,
after the surrender of the Pakisthani Army in Bangladesh the Union
Government readily declared %W.Bengal elections in the fond hope of
cashing innon the victory in Bangladesh and securing an electoral
victory. But soon, to its mortification, the Congress Party and
the Central Government #m discovered that despite the affinities of
the ¥West Bengal people with those of Bangladesh, the use of the
Bangla Desh issue in the elections will not yield the expected divi-
dends, and the Congress Party will be judged by its reactionary basic
policies and their effect on the lives of the people. Even the
intelligence reports of the Government forecast certain defeat of the
Congress Party in elections.

In this situation the Congress Party and the Union Government
entered into a diabolical conspiracy to do away with all pretence of
maintaining norms of free and fair elections and went all out to rig
the entire glootions involving the subversion of the very basis of
the Constitution, the right of the people to vote freely and elect
a Government of their choice. For the purpose, the Congress Party

.and the Government mobilized all the punitive forces at their disposal,
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the police, the CRP, the BSF etc. the Army and the Home Guards, the
subservient bureaucracy and also the entire under-world, equipped
with modern arms by the Government and the Congress Party, and created
an unprecedented reign of terror in ¥ast areas where democratic and
Left forces were strongly entrenched. The Left parties, who were

by now united, appealed to Election Commissioner and even to the
Prime Minister to stop this massive terror and create conditions of
free and fair elections in these areas, but to no avail, and the
terrorisation continued unabated. Even at that stage, with the
prospect of free and fair elections in nearly 50 constituencies
seriously jeopardized the Left parties felt confident of winning a
majority. They did not apprehend that the ruling class, threatened
with fourth successive defeat would not stop with disturbing free
elections in only # 50 constituencies but would go all out to rig
the entire elections, which is what actually happened in West Bengal.

Inspite of all precautions taken by the Government and the
Congress Party numerous evidences of swindling came to light subse-
quently. In fact in their desperation the Congressites over-reached
themselves to such incredible extent that the absurdity of the
results exposed their own tricks.

In their discomfiture the Congress Party is now trying to
explain away their "incredible success" by arguing about a "auddén
and secret" upsurge of popular feeling in favour of Smt. Gandhi
But such arguments cannot be sustained by any analysis of the poll-
ing figures, even if all evidences of blatant rigging are ignored.
Rather the sudden anger of the defrauded and terrorised people
and the total absence of any popular enthusiasm and jubliation &t
the "victory" of the Congress Party give a direct lie to the "mass
upsurge" theory.

Since the elections the Congress Party and the Government have
murdered more than 30 people, driven out about twenty thousand-from
their homes. Thousands of Left cadres and trade unionists have
been given notice that mnless they Join the Congress or their
organisation and hand over union funds and offices, both their

lives and jobs will be taken away. Already numerous Left Party



offices and 300 trade union offices have been forcibly occupied

by the Congress Party hooligans. Nearly a thousand workers and
employees cannot join their factories and offices because of

threats to their lives. Thcusands ineluding trade union workers

and leaders are in detention without trial. Im rural areas peasants
are being evicted and workers of the Kisan movement are being hunted.
while this terror stalks vast urban and rural areas of West Bengal,
e total black-out of news of these terrible happenings has been
imposed by the newspapers, and the newspapers carry cynical appeals
of the Congress leaders for co-operation from Left parties and
assurances of peace and security. The beinous role of the CPI(RIGHT)
as an accomplice of the ruling Congress in are these reactionary
measures emboldened the enemies of the people. And now a section

of the AITUC even is facing the brunt of terror.

The issue is no longer of victory or defeat in elections,
rigged or otherwise but of fascistic terror, or suppression of all
demoeratic rights, of eclipse of freedom of speech, of freedom of
assembly, of freedom of organisations, of right of conduct struggles
of the people. The issue is whether even Parliamentary democracy
will survive or not.

Not content with ridding the legislature of all Left parties
the Congress Party is bent on stamping out all opposition views and
destroying all radical mass organisation. Since democracy no
longer serves the interests of the ruling classes and the Congress
Party, democracy must done away with. Such is their course. They
are heading towards one Party dictatorship.

In this critical hour the Yorking Committee of the CITU notes
with admiration and pride that the workers, peasants, employees
and other democratic people have not submitted to this terreor.
Inspite of the installation of a Congress Party Government they
have not been able to win over the people of West Bengal.

It is in this situation that the Left and democratic parties
of West Bengal have boycotted the rigged legislature to register
their protest against this rape of democracy and to draw the atten-

tion of the YWorking People of India to this grave threat to the
democratic rights win by the people at the cost of immense sacrifices.
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This meeting of the Working Committee of the CITU fully
support the boycott of the rigged legillature and urges upon the
working class in particular to realise that ruling ;lasses have
began to shed their democratlic "prejudices"™ and are more and more
prone to take the faseistic path, with the mounting of the econo-
mic and political crisis, not only in West Bengal but also in
whole of India. This is a direct threat on all trade union activi-
ties and trade union organisaticns. It is now for the entire
working class of Indie, the #u consistent champion of demccracy
along with all other democratic forces to take up the challange
and pitt their united strength against this fascistic onslaught in
West Bengal conducted by the Government of India.

The CITU appeals to all other Central Trade Union Organisations
to realise the grave danger to democracy and unite for mass aection
for restoration of democracy in West Bengal and for the defeat of

reaction.
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PRESS RELEASE :

The Working Committee of the CITU met in
New Delhi for three days from 24-26 April,1972, under the
Chairmenship of its President Com.B.T.Ranadive. The meetling
considered important issues facing the working class in ths
light of the developments that had taken place in the counfry
since the last meeting in Coimbatore ten monfths ago.

The most ocutstanding development has been the spread of
semi~-fascist terror in West Bengal. The mesting noted that
particularly after the recent elections, Congress goonda gange
supported by the state administration, its police and tke CRP
have been systematically invading T.U. offices and occupying
them, Oyer 300 Trade Union offices have so far been occupisd.
In many cases the records have beecn burnt. Working class
localities have been attacked, particularly in the coal-belt,
in the Barrackpore industrial belt, foeorcing over 20,000 psople
to evacuate their residences. Over 30 Trade Union leaders have
been murdered. Workers are intimidated to give up their
Trade Union and join the Congress Trade Union. Factcry vimers
‘are told to dismiss CITU trade union officials and workers
and” give employment to those named by the Cougress goond s. In
some of the biggest factories it has become difficult fc:
Trade Union activists to enter the factories and ovar a Thousand
are keeping away from their jobs.

The Working Committee noted that recently these att:ri:is
bhhve also started against some of the uniocnsof the AITHC lso.
This only shows that these Congrcess goonda gangs are not -soing
to spare .any one who does not toe their line.

The Working Committee was vroud that despite this
unprecedented terror the working elass of Wesi Bengal is
l-’2
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PRESS RELEASE :

; The Working Committee of fthe CITU met in
New Delhi for three days from 24-26 April,1972, under %he
Chairmenship of its President Com.B.T.Ranadive., The meetling
considered important issues facing the working class in th=2
light of the developments that had taken place in the country
gince the last meeting in Coimbatore ten months ago.

The most outstanding development has been the spread of
semi~-fascist terror in West Bengzl. The meeting noted that
particularly after the recent elections, Congress goonda gangs
supported by the state administration, its police and thke CRP
have been systematically invading T.U. offices and occupying
them, Oyer 300 Trade Union offices have so far been occupisd,
In many cases the records have been burnt. Working class
localities have been attacked, particularly in the coal-teclt,
in the Barrackpore industrial belt, forcing over 20,000 people
to evacuate their residences. Over 30 Trade Union leaders have
been murdered. Workers are intimidated tc give up their
Trade Union and join the Congress Trade Union. Factory vimers
‘are told to dismiss CITU trade union officials and workers
and® give employment to those named by the Cougress goond s. In
some of the biggest factories it has become difficult fc:

PTrade Union activists to enter the factories and over a Thousand
are kKeeping away from theix jobs.

The Working Committee noted that recently these att:i:izs
hhve also started against some of the unionsof the AITUC ~lso.
This only shows that these Congress goonda gangs are not -soing
to spare .any cne who does not toe their line.

The Working Committee was proud that despite this =
unprecedented terror the working elass of West Bengal is
Ol’2
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courageously resisting théseattacks and refusing to submit to
their threats.

5 The Working Committee underlined the danger of these
developments for the-entire T.U, and democratic movement in
India and decided to conduct a campaign throughout India,
mobilising the entire Working class and ohbher democratic people
to put an end to this semi-fascist terror and defeat it. The
attacks are not fortutious.

Last year the Gmneral Secretary, Com.P.Ramamurti had refuted
the . claim of the Finance Minister that the economy of the
eountry is phised for a big advance. Mr.Chavan himself ha@ to
admit during his budget speech that his contention was wrohg.

Despite all the tall talks of 'Garibi Hatao! , advertisement
of big harvest etc. the fact remains that the industries are
stagnating and over 2000 factories remained closed,

The burdens of the crisis are sought to be transferred to
the working class and toilers.

Before the resistance on a countxy wide scale breasks out to
the se attacks, the Govermment wants to totally suppress and
éliminate, if possible, the most advance detachment of the
trade union movement in West Bengal.

The Working Committee mnoted that last year saw united
strikes and struggles of workers throughout the country, notably
in.West Bengal, Tamilnadu, Kerala, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh
in which unions belonging to CITU,AITUC,INTUC,UTUC etc.join hands.

This unity has naturally alarmed the employers and the
Government, aznd they have started to counter-attack. The
Government of India is seeking to wean away the INTUC,HMS :nd
AITUC from this united struggle by blendishing patronages to
them, The Working Committee noted with regret that the leadecrs
of tﬁese organisation are succumbing to these manoeuvreocus.

In May last year the leaders of the AITUC and HMS joined
hands with the CITU in a confercence and put forward a 8 point
charter, accepted secret ballot for recognition?%rade unicns
and agreed to launch a joint campaign for the fulfilment of
hose demands., Unfortunately they have refused to launch
the campaigp despite repeated efforts made by the CITU and t o=day
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they are joining hands with the INTUC, given up the principle
of secret ballot and cooking up some sort of agreemént
abjuring the right of strike at the behest of the Government,

at a time when united octions are far more necessary and
urgent than before, this path of these leaders will only helwn the
employers and weaken the working class and its power of
resistance. The Working Committee hoped that these leaders would
even now desist from thds path. It decided to re-doublec its
efforts to build unity and united struggles.

It was proud that the united struggle of least year were
mainly due to the initiative and untiring efforts of the CITU
unions. It was confident that the objective realities would help
the CITU unions to defeat all efforts at sabotage and
disruption of the unity and the unions of CITU will bs able
to forge greater unity in the future.

In this connection the General Secretary has addressed a
letter to the Trade Union Centres to join together so thzt entire
working class would be mobilised against American imperialism
and in support of the struggle of the Vietnamese People.

The Working Committee was firmly of opinion that without
declaration of moratordum on all foreign debts and particularly
the debts to U.S.A. and without nationalising United States
concerr®. all talk of self reliance is moon shine and wiil caly
lead to attacks on the working class and the common pecple.

The Working Committee condemned the attempt of the monopoly
press barons to retrench =2nd ctherwise lower benefits of the
workers and the employees on the ground of cut in newsprint quota.
It was of the opinion tha there was no justification for 1it,
particularly in view of the fact that during last two years these
big newspapers had increased by 25 to 33% the number of pages
without any addition to the complement of employees and workers,
Their cry is only an attempt to maintain their super-—-profitse.

The Wppking Committee condemned the Government for not taking
effective steps to prevent the managements from resorting to such
tricks while curtailing newsprint quota. It demanded that the
Government even now should take such steps.
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The Working @ommittee also demanded break up of the
monopolists strangle hold over these newspaper by distributing
their shares to the employees, journalists and workers and
entrusting the management to theilr co-operatives.

The Working Committee condemned the attempt of the
Chhatra Parishad goondas to forcibly enter the L.I.C. office
in Calcutta on the 25th April,1972 when the L.I.C. employees
throughout country want on a day's strike., It condemned
their physical attack on Com.Sunil Mbitxm Joint Secretary of
the Association and others. This once zain illustrate how the
Chhatra Parishad goondas are being used as storm = troopers
to breakeup working class strike.

( sd/-) P.RAMAMURTI
General Secretary,
CaloT,Us





