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8th Feb. 1971.
Centre of

Comrade B.7T.Ranadive, President of/Intian Trade Unions, has.
issued the following statement:-

The supports the struggle of the railwaymen of Dhanbad
Jivision, Eastern *ailway, in protest against the brutal assault
on railwaymen and their family members by the Pailway Protection
Force. Facts show that at Keturmari, the RPF had beaten innocent
railwaymen without any provocation and at Hazaribagh, the wife of *

an employee was assaulted. The workers showed patience and “swanted the Administration to take action. Their attempts to ‘
reach the D.S, through mass desutation on three occasions were
frustrated by the Divisional Superintendent who refused to
discuss with the deputationists. This appears to have been
done in pursuance of the Railway Board's policy of 7 7

negotiating only with the affiliated unions of A,1.R.F. even
though they may have no following.

The C.I.T,U. wants to draw the attention of the public to
the fact that this is not the first time that the railway
workers have been forced to strike against the Police and RPF
repression. The pampering of these repressive forces, refusal
to take action against them ani refusal of the Administration
to discuss with the real representatives of the railwaymen, have
already caused a big loss tc the public and the economy,
The C.1.T.U. condemns the Government for taking recourse to
the Essential Services Maintenance Act and the Territorial.
Army to break the~just struggle of the workers,
The C.I.T.U. demands that an early settlement should be reached
by bringing the guilty policemen to book. The C.1.T.U.*« also
demands punishment of officials who by their irresponsible
behaviour have provoked the strike. It also calls upon the publicto protest agaitist the Railway Board's policy of dealing withstooge unions only.
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The Editor,


