Com. K. M. Sudhakaran in conversation with Indu Agnihotri

r I

Cnm.K'M Sudhakaran
R o T —

Recorded on 4 November 2024 at K. M. Sudhakaran’s house in Paravur, Kerala.

Key Points in Malayalam
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Key Points in English

The aim of the interview is to document the life, entry into the movement and trade union
activities of a senior communist leader, K. M Sudhakaran (Com. KMS).

Born in North Paravur near Kochi, KMS received formal education only up to the first
forum; later he learned English through postal tuition.



Having witnessed the British rule and the Cochin princely rule, he recalls the working
conditions of that period.

KMS was initially active in the movement by raising the demands of wages and minimum
wages for toddy workers.

An official union was formed in 1954; KMS became the general secretary; multiple unions
existed in the same region.

Initially a member of the CPI, KMS joined the CPI(M) after the party split; held the posts of
local committee secretary, area committee secretary, district committee member and
state committee member.

He participated in several major strikes, including the transport strike. He was instrumental
in establishing an industrial federation comprising government hospital, village officials,
beedi workers and Ganesh beedi company.

During the Emergency, the police came to his house and arrested him; he was imprisoned
while his mother was in the hospital; he personally experienced the state repression of that
period.

KMS recalls the 1982 railway strike, describing being imprisoned during that strike and
being with seven others.

The serious human rights violations during the Emergency, including the Rajan case, are discussed;
the case of Rajan, a student of Kannur Engineering College, is mentioned in particular.

KMS spent his entire life organising toddy workers and unorganised workers; organising was
effective because these sections had nothing to lose.

When asked about how the movement changed lives, KMS emphasised that socialism is a scientific
goal and that the struggle for it must continue.

Gopinath confirms that he served as a member of the All India CITU Working Committee for about
15 years.
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