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Press. Statement. 30th O~tober, 1970.

On Observation of Dureapur Déy on Nov,.,1l,

,.‘a Com.B.T,.Ranadive, PrerldLnt, CeX.T.U,, has issued
the follow1ng statement to the DPress:
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Sixty thousaud workers of Durgapur her01cally faeed une-
héard of repressicn of 15.000 C.R,P, and thousands of other
armed forces during the clevea days strike in the middle of
Auygust last. After the withdrawel of the strike they have been
~ourageously fighting th:» large-s~ale vistimisation of
management and disruptis.a of the”local A I.T.U.C. and I.N.T.U.C.
leadership. The total Hunber of charge- sheets in all the plants
amonnted to about 10,000 and-a list of workers whose servi~es
“have been terminated runs 1nto hundreds,
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Never before hac the trade uhion movement to encounter
suceh brutal poli~e reprsssion and vietiveuess of the management.
Functioning throuszh the irresponsible President's rule, the
Indira Gandhi Government is Hent on suppressing the T.U. movement
in Durgapur. This onslaugint constitutes a ¢hallenge to the entire
T.U. movement in India. : : ‘

‘The Working Comhittee mecting of CITU held at Jaipur
in the first weck of Ogtcher has giveu a eall to observe
Durgapur Yay on November 1 all over India.to express solidarity
with the fighting workers and popularise their struggld.

The CITU appeals ¥o all the trade unions irrespe~tive
of their affiliation to go-oper«te with CITU unions in >
observing the Purgapur Day on an all-India scale and send sontri-
butions to the Durgapur Pund being raised by the <ITU to
strengthen the'strugnle of Du_hnpur workers, :

The CITU -~ongratulates the workers of Steel Melting
Shop~of the Burgepur Steel Plant for unit&ily resisting’
%he conspirasyof the manasemant to ‘mo bazk from their former
dommitments and imposc new worbkloaius and adverse working
eonditions on the workers. ' X : i

"The "¢CITU takes strong objection to the official '~
threat to slos . down the plant. The Gov:rnment and the local
officials, out to smash theorganised strength of the uniédn,
are deliberately credting an impaisse to bring about the closure
of the plant. The faet that the strike of the Smelting Shop
has to be supported by the INTUY leaders throws a floodlight
on the arbitrary and lawless behaviouF of the management, If
in pursuaiice of their plin of mass vioctimisation, the Durgapur

ﬁlant is oclosed the officials will have to be branded as common
erimlnals out for sabstace.

e Thz CITU draws the ctiention of the people te the
fact that as in the poli~e ucpaJtm\ it of W.,Bengal) the’
initiative is now seized in Burgapui by 16eal offieials o
the ministers ounly baeiny their ~ubber stamps. The demoeratie’
publi~ must int@rveue agaiust this and prevent thé selfish
offiscials from ecarrying on their plans of mass vietimisation.

The CI?U ~alls upoun 211 its unions to demand an end to
to all vietimisation measurcs 4n all the faetories of Durgapur
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It further calls upon .. . “them to demand withdiraﬁél of
all repressive measures aid complete vestov-atlon of trade union
rlghts. 5 ;
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For favéuvf of publisation:

’I‘he’EYd’i,tor', . : TR ﬂ'm}‘v’\%

( 3, T. Ranadive )
President
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g ‘The GITU further condemns the British management of {
AV B for arbitrarily discharging 32 and suspending 160 wor-
' kers and demands immediate action from the Govémment to stop
. these vindiotive measures forthwith :
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